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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. WhowereRav Yosef Caro's mentors?

2.  Where and when did Rav Y osef Caro commence
writing the Bais Yosef?

3. Describethefirst appearance of the Magid to Rav
Y osef Caro.

4.  According to the Magid, what sustains the
spiritual world?

5. Inwhat year did Rav Y osef Caro die? How old
was he?

This and much more will be addressed in the fifth lecture of
this series: "The Splendor of Safed: The Life and Times of
Rav Y osef Caro".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE SPLENDOR OF SAFED: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RAV Y OSEF CARO

l. The Legacy of R. Yosef Caro

A.
Ty n°7 X2 ,02991 953 7anI7 INNo0 UWDNI AWK WBIT JIRNT FAWA 1507 *NoIdI

XXM R 737 Y 1721771 072977 7AW 74T 023 NARY HI11 WK TV 1381 7230 WK
AT ORI™W M NP (oY 7 By gpon IR 37N 7anh Dxawea 3mns
070D NIT2IN /02 XA FATIRD Y2 PP AI2DVIRRR

| have come to recount the praises of the departed Gaon whose broad wisdom has spread
throughout the entire world. There were no [scholarsin any] city that were too
formidable for him. Without exaggeration, from the time of the Rambam and the Ramban
until now, there has been no one in Israel who had such power to make the Torah great
and glorious. Eulogy for R. Yosef Caro given by R. Shmuel Yehudah Katzenelbogen
in Padua, Italy
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For thisreason do | pray to Hashem to give along life to our teacher and master, the
G-dly prince in our midst, and that his years should be good and pleasant and continue
until his eyes and ours will behold as Hashem returns the captivity of Zion. . . . Behold,
Heaven forbid that | oppose the esteemed Torah utterances of the master. All who
contend with him are likened to those who contend with the Divine Presence. . . .
Teshuvas Ramo 48
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The following three giants were contemporaneous, R. Y osef Caro, R. Moshe Cordovero,
R. Yitzchak Luriaz'l. They were real angels of the L-rd of Hosts. To them was revealed
magidim (teaching angels) from the yeshivas of the Prophetsand Tanaim (sages of the
Mishna) and well as from Eliyahu (Elijah), z'l. They are buried together in a segel
(triangular formation) in the cemetery and | kissed their graves. Letter from the Shelo
HaKadosh to hischildren
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Our master lived along life and lived to the age of 87. His soul went up to Heaven in the
holy city of Safed on the thirteenth of Nisan, 5335 (1575). Chida quoting from the
addendum to the Kesef Mishna, Venice, Italy

1. R. Yosef Caro's Family
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| heard that my father's grandfather had a house built for him by a contractor and the
workmen burnished the stones on Shabbos [but] in their own home. [Despite this,] he did
not want to put them into the building. Bais Y osef Orach Chaim 244:2

B.
Sva Sw ax ax bw w7700 DR f07 3 PV 502 WINRMT °AvR 0N

TIRP PAX° 7 2R (07w IV 0T 7)) phixe NIT72IN D02 XXM Y 7n‘71wn
Q°P0D7 nT9I0 ’02 X237 9anHn bW 1117

"The humble sage who was outstanding in all of hisendeavors, R. Y osef, zt"l, the Sefardi
(Spanish Jew)." Description of the grandfather of the author of the Shulchan Aruch
found in Sefer Toldos Yitzchak by R. Yitzchak Caro, theuncle of R. Yosef Caro
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My master, my father, used to say that one shouldn't turn the lulav upside down, [for the
downward motion of the nanuim] sinceit is not being held in the same position as it
grows. Just as one does not fulfill the mitzva when it is held unlike the way it grows, so
too for al of the nanuimit should be held the way it grows. BaisY osef, Orach Chaim
651
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My master, my father, R. Ephraim Caro, z'l, wrote . . . Bais Yosef, Orach Chaim 97:2
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There in the celebrated land of greater Castille did | spread Torah and establish a

Y eshiva. A delegation made up of the most prestigious men of Portuga approached me
to settle there and spread Torah amongst them [and | agreed]. All of the flocks (members
of the communities) gathered together there and rolled away the stone from the mouth of
the well (See Gen. 29:3), thisisreferring to the foundation stone upon which the world
stands (See Yoma 54b) in order to listen, understand, and to give it over to others. |
gained much from my colleagues and from my disciples more than all (See Taanis 7). . .
. It wasthere that | heard the report from the Spanish king that he decreed and sent
messengersto all of his subjectsto totally expel the Jews from hisland. Wherever the
report of the decree was heard, there was great mourning amongst the Jews. Many of the
popul ace became apostates. The Portuguese king followed suit six years later. . . .
Blessed be Hashem who has shown his kindness to me and passed the affliction over the
sea (Zechariah 10:11). For it was [strictly] over the sea (in the west). | fled [east] to the
land of Turkey and was helped. Preface to Sefer Toldos Yitzchak, R. Yitzchak Caro,
uncleof R. Yosef Caro
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Afterwards they found that R. Shimon bar Y ocha wrote in one of [his] sayings[in the
Zohar] that it is forbidden to wear [tefilin] on Chol HaMoed (the intermediate days of the
holiday). Asaresult, they stopped wearing them on Chol HaMoed . Thisiswhat my
master, my uncle, R. Yitzchak Caro, z'l, wrote in aresponsum. Bais Y osef 30:2
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Thiswas the opinion of the Sefardic sages, for it was their custom in Toledo, Murcia,
Vidal, Hgarah, El Kalah, and most of the cities which were surrounded by walls, to
acquire rights of domain [for an Eruv] from the princes of the city or from the king. This
istheruling that my master, my uncle, R. Yitzchak Caro, of blessed memory, issued to
the community of Sitiliash. Bais Y osef Orach Chaim 391:2
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Even though the courts are not required to intervene [when aminor isinvolved in what
would be forbidden activity for an adult], the father is required to cry out in protest and
intervene. What activities are the courts prohibited [from directly causing the minor to
perform]? [They cannot directly cause the minor to be involved in] activities that are
prohibited by Torah law. This does not apply to that which isonly prohibited by Rabbinic
law. | find asimilar statement in the writings of my master, my father-in-law, the great
and pious Rav, R. Chaim ibn Albaag, z'l. Bais Yosef Orach Chaim 343
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My father-in-law, HaRav Rabbainu Yitzchak Saba, z'l, argued against their position.
Bais Yosef Orach Chaim 425:2

1. From Turkey to Eretz Yisragl
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| will bless Hashem who has given me counsel and has blessed me up until the present to
begin and finish this extraordinary work, the commentary to the Arba Turim which | have
called Bais Y osef. | began [writing thiswork] in the city of Adrianoplein the year 5282
(1522) and | finished it in the city of Safed, whichisin the Upper Galilee, on

Wednesday, the eleventh of Elul, in the year 5302 (1542). | was involved in correcting
[the manuscript] and producing arevised version [for an additional twelve years]. This
was completed in the year 5314 (1554). Bais Y osef Choshen Mishpat 426
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Approximately in the 5288 (1528), while R. Y osef Caro wasthe Moreh Tzedek (Rav) in
the city of Nicopolis, he was presented with a query by the elder and astute Rabbi
Todros, who was the Rav in the adjacent city of Palivna. Teshuvas Ramo 82
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Y ou asked me to tell you my opinion regarding the case of a certain ill person who sent a
message to the members of the synagogue on Shabbos that he wanted them to tell the
Shliach Tabbur (the reader of the congregation) that he was willing to make some sort of
contribution [to the synagogue]. Isthe  Shliach Tzibbur alowed to bless him using the
expression, "May Hashem grant him a complete recovery. Amen" or is such ablessing
[prohibited] under the general rule which is stated by the Talmud in the first chapter of
the tractate Shabbos (12b), "One who visits the sick on Shabbos in required to say,
‘Shabbos Hee Milizok U'Refuah Kerova Lovo" (It isatimeto cease crying. The recovery
isat hand.)? Teshuva: In my opinion it would seem that the passage in the first chapter
of Shabbos only forbade that which would be the cause of crying or pain. This [blessing
made in the synagogue] will not have such an effect. . . . These are the words of he who
isfaithful in hislove for you. Yaakov Bel Rav. Teshuvas AvkasRochel 11
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Teshuva from the exemplary scholar, R. Avraham Tzarfasi, regarding the previous case:
Peace unto the flawless scholar, may Hashem protect him. | received afolio and a half
from the summary of the ruling which you sent me in response to the monograph that |
sent you about three months ago. After having held the document for three months, you
sent me [only] avery brief summary of your ruling. Recently a Jew from Nicopolis
greeted me in your name and told me that the complete ruling is not yet ready . . . He who
is urgently writing on the first and second day of the week on the nineteenth day of
Tamuz, in the year Yaancha Hashem B'yom tzarah (5290 = 1530). ... TeshuvasAvkas
Rochel 13

C.
°7°2 ’P’J'l'?DZl I ©°3°7 °Na Hoa anann vwow 977 PRERDORD 797 2937 H 2own 127

5712992 979 2977 2 DIV WDA 77N 0 1271772917 *1270 XOW 0PIV PIINAT SIOK
2 112°0 32N >0% room M3 017 A07° N°2 "W

Rav Y osef Taitatzak, z'l, responded to me that the custom has been well accepted in all
of the Batel Dinim in Salonika from the days of the world's great Gaonim not to rule in
accordance with Rabbainu Nisssim. My Master, HaRav R. Yaakov Bel Rav z'| aso ruled
so as a matter of fact. Teshuvas Bais Y osef 3
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When | came to Safed from Adrianople, | passed through Constantinople to board a ship.
Therein Constantinople . .. Teshuvas Avkas Rochel 73
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We have seen that in Jerusalem, Safed, Egypt and Constantinople the customisto
prohibit blowing up the lung [to check the kashrus of the animal] under all
circumstances. Teshuvas Avkas Rochel 210
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Regarding that which occurred before us on Sunday, the sixteenth of Elul, in the year of
HaTzur (literdly, the Rock, 5296 or 1536) in the city of Safed. . . . The precious and
elevated, R. Moshe ibn Sida, desired to travel outside of Eretz Yisrael and wanted to put
his affairsin order, for he did not know when he would return or what Hashem would
decree upon him. . . . It was stipulated in the document of security that if R. Moshe ibn
Sidawould pass away within the sixteen months, G-d forbid, or thereafter, the monies of
the security should be given to the sage, our master the great and elevated Rav, the
Nagid, R. Yaakov Bei Rav, may Hashem protect him, to use the interest and profits to
support himself and his Y eshiva, aslong as they endure. Teshuvas Avkas Rochel 124
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| remember the difficult  sugios (Tamudic subjects) which our master, the Rav [R.
Y aakov Bei Rav z"'l] taught us. Letter from Mabit to R. Yosef Caro

IV.  The Revelations of the Magid

A. The Night of Shavuous
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| am writing you the details of an incident that occured close to our own time. Thisis
copied from aletter of the Mekubal, R. Shiomo Hal evi Alkabetz, who attached himself
to the household of Rabbainu Bais Yosef (R. Yosef Caro) and through him the Holy Spirit
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was manifested. Thisisthe text: Y ou should know that the chasid (R. Y osef Caro), may
Hashem protect him, together with myself, his servant as well as yours, my Rabbinic
colleagues, decided to stay up the entire night of Shavuous and to overcome our desire to
deep. Thank G-d that we were successful and we didn't stop learning for even an instant,
with the exception of what you are about to hear. May it serve you as a source of
inspiration. Thisis how we arranged the study for that night. First, we studied Torah
(Pentateuch) from the beginning of the Parsha of Beraishisuntil Vayichulu (Gen.
1:1-2:3) with cantillation in aloud voice. Afterwards[weread] = BaChodesh HaShilishi
until the end of the Sdra (Ex. 19:1-20:22). In addition, we read from Parshas Mishpatim
the verse V'El Moshe Omar until the end of the Sdra (Ex. 24:1-18), aswell asfrom
Parshas V'Eschanan from Vayikra Moshe El Kol Yisrael until the end of the Parshas
Shema Yisrael (Deut. 5:1-6:9). In additionwe read from  Vayal Moshe in Parshas Zos
HaBrachah until L'Ainel Kol Yisrael (Deut. 34:1-12). We also read the Haftarah, "Vayehi
Bishloshim Shana" (Ezek. 1) and the Haftarah, " Tefilah L'Chavakuk HaNavi " (Hab. 3).
Afterwards, Mizmor HaShamaim Mesaprim (Psalms 19) and Mizmor Yakum Elokim
(Psalms 68). Afterwards, the Alfa Baita without the Shiros (Psalms 119). Afterwards,
Megilas Shir HaShirim (Song of Songs) and Megilas Rus (Book of Ruth). Afterwards,
the last verses of Divrei HaYamim (Book of Chronicles). All of this was done in awe and
fear with cantillation and the proper stress. It isbeyond belief. Afterwards, we studied
the teachings of Kabbalah. By the time we started to study Mishnayos and we had studied
two tractates, our Creator gave us the merit and we heard a speaking voice coming from
the mouth of the chasid (R. Yosef Caro), may G-d protect him. It was aloud voice with
distinct letters. All of the neighbors could hear it, but they couldn't understand. The
sweetness was great and the sound got stronger. We fell upon our faces. We were so
frightened that we didn't have the courage to lift up our eyes and faces to see [what was
happening]. The voice was talking to us and began to say the following, Sefer Shnai
Luchos HaBris M esechta Shavuous.
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"Listen my friends, the most meticulous of the meticulous, my beloved friends, peace
unto you. Fortunate are you and your parents. Fortunate are you in thisworld and the
next for you have earnestly remembered to crown me on this night. Many years have
passed since my crown has fallen and there is no one to comfort me, for | am cast upon
the ground, hugging the dung heap. But now you have restored the crown to its former
glory. Strengthen yourselves, my friends; fortify yourselves, my beloved, be happy and
rgjoice. You should know that you are from the sons of Heaven and you have merited to
be members of the palace of the king. The sound of your Torah study and the very breath
of your mouths have ascended before the presence of the Holy One, blessed be He. It
penetrated many air spaces and firmaments until it reached on high. The angels were
silent, the Serafim (fiery angels) were quiet, the Chayos stood still, and the entire hosts of
Heaven heard your voices. Behold | am theMishna.  The mother who disciplines
mankind has come to speak unto you. Had you been part of a group of ten, you would
have reached even greater heights. Despite this, you have become exalted. Fortunate
are you and your parents, my friends, for having fought off sleep. Through you | have
become exalted this night and through your Rabbinic colleaguesin this great mother city
inIsrael. You are not like those who lay upon luxurious beds (lit. ivory beds), stretch
themselves out, and experience sleep, which isasixtieth of death. You cling to G-d and
He rgjoices with you. Therefore, my children, strengthen and fortify yourselves and
celebrate with My love, My Torah, and My fear. If you could conceive of even amere
infinitesimal portion of the pain which I am experiencing, joy would not enter your heart,
nor laughter from your mouths, as you recall that it is because of you that | am cast to the
ground. Therefore, strengthen and fortify yourselves, and rejoice, my children, my
friends, who are so meticulous. Don't interrupt the studies, for athread of graceis
extended upon you and your Torah studies are pleasantly accepted by the Holy One,
blessed be He. Therefore, stand up, my friends, on your feet and exalt me and say in a
loud voice ason Yom Kippur: Baruch Shem Kivod etc. (Blessed be the glorious name of
his kingdom for ever and ever)." We stood upon our feet, the knots girding our loinswere
untied, and we raised our voices as we were commanded. The voice came back and said,
"Fortunate are you, my children, return back to your studies and don't stop for even an
instant. Go up to theland of Isragl, for all of the times are not equal and there are no
constraints, big or small, [to prevent] Him from granting deliverance. Don't be concerned
about your personal articles, for you will [eventually] enjoy the best of the higher world.
If you desire and listen, you will enjoy the best of that land. Therefore, hurry and go up,
for I am the one who provides for you, and | will do so. There shall be peace upon
yourselves and family and upon all that is yours. Hashem shall grant strength to His
people and shall bless His people with peace." (Psalm 29:11) Ibid.
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He spoke all of thisto us and our own ears heard it. [We also heard] many similar things
from him relating to wisdom as well as unusual great promises. We all wept from joy.
We also heard of the suffering of the Shechina (Divine Presence) through our sins. Her
voice was that of asick person pleading with us. We then fortified ourselves and stayed
up until daybreak. [During the whole time,] we learned without interruption in a
[combined] spirit of rapture and trembling. In the morning, we went to the mikveh and
immersed ourselves as we had done the two previous days. There, we found three of our
colleagues who were not present the night before. We rebuked them and told them of the
good which Hashem had done for us. Their hearts melted, they slapped their faces and
burst out crying. We in turn intensified our criticism of them because they were the cause
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that we had lost out [on an even greater experience], as stated above. They said, "We
wish to gather together on this second night [of Shavuous| and to be part of agroup of
ten." Despite the fact that we didn't sleep at all the previous night nor during the
following day, asthe chasid (R. Yosef Caro) delivered alecture after Mincha which we
attended, we agreed to [stay up together the following night]. With vigor, we girded our
loins and we followed the same study schedule on the second night as on the first.
Because of the great joy that we were a minyan of ten, the[ Magid] did not wait until we
recited the Mishna nor did he wait until midnight, like the first night when he appeared at
midnight, but rather he appeared immediately as soon as we read the Ten
Commandments in Deuteronomy. As we reached the section of Shema, the voice of our
beloved began. "Listen friends, the most meticul ous of the meticulous. Arise and sing
those who dwell in the dust, the dust refering to the mystery of the higher dust, the two
haisetc. He spoke many words of wisdom. Behold afterwards he said, "Fortunate are
you, my friends, fortune are you who make me arise. Y ou have risen exceedingly high,
foryouareagroup of ten... Behold you aredrunk from the desires of thisworld.
Arise, O drunkards, for that day is coming when mankind will cast off the gods of
desire and abundance of the worldly pleasures aswell asthe gods of his gold
(wealth), hisdesirefor wealth. Go up to the land of Israel for it isin your power but
you are sunk in themud of desirefor thisworld and its vanities. Those who abandon
you and pull back will beresponsible for their own deaths. Behold, you have
merited what others have not merited for many generations. " He elaborated a great
deal on this subject. I bid.
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Fortunate is the eye that beheld all of this. Therefore, everyone should sanctify and purify
themselves with a higher level of sanctity and purity. It would be best to be careful and
not converse on the night [of Shavuous] in any mundane tongue, but rather only in the
Holy tongue. 1bid.

B. The Magid, Martyrdom and Eretz Yisrael
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| will grant you the merit of being burned publicly [at the stake] in Eretz Yisrael in the
sanctification of My Name and you will go up as adesirable burnt offering on my altar. .
. just like my elect Shlomo who is called Molcho, who was anointed many ethereal
anointments and went up as a desirable offering on my altar. . . . Magid Meishorim,
Saturday night, the ninth of Shevat
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| will give you the joy of being burned [at the stake] in sanctification of My Name, if you
will remain clean and pure. . . Therefore, all of your thoughts should constantly be those
of Torah, without interruption for even amoment. | will give you the merit of going up to
the land of Isragl this year and to be united there with the Torah and to constantly rejoice
together with [your] Rabbinical colleagues in your involvement in Torah study. . . . Ibid.,
Friday night, thefourth of Kislev
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| will not forsake you nor will | let go of you until | have actually fulfilled that which |
have spoken to you. For | will give you the merit of going up to the land of Isragl, to
become an integral part of the group of Rabbis there, to spread Torah and establish many
disciples, and to turn many people away from sin. Afterwards, | will purify you and you
will be burned [at the stake] in sanctification of My Name. 1bid. Friday night, the fifth
of Nissan
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Strengthen yourself and fortify yourself in Torah study. How gloriousis this day. How
awesome is G-d from your sanctuary (Psalms 68:36) which isin the great city of which
you wrote of Shlomo, my friend, and they became united through you. They and the
colleagues of Salonika are al elevated before Hashem. He is sanctified through you and
through you Kneses Yisrael will arise and be exalted. . . . All that he wroteto you in the
name of the Malach HaGoel istrue. Even though you were originally compelled to stay,
and you had to remain for a year after they had [officially] granted you permission to
leave, but why didn't you leave afterwards? Even though it was atime of war, you should
have remained in Adrianople until it had passed and you would have caused merit to the
community. Still and all, you do not bear much guilt and this was not the only reason you
did not have children, but it was a contributing factor. Y ou also spread Torah here
(Nicopolis?) and they are embarrassed to sin [here because of you]. What they said to the
Malach HaGoel [that you need] to be [there] at that time and place, does not mean that
you should stay there without restriction. Rather, on your way to Isragl, you should pass
by there and stay there for afew days and you will thereby turn many away from sin.
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Afterwards you should go up to Israel. If you want to go first to Salonikato refine your
work which you feel iswarranted, do so. Thisiswhat they saidtothe  Malach HaGodl ,
but you should not settle there. Similarly, | am telling you to be careful not to settle there
under any circumstances but rather go up to the land of Isradl. Ibid. Monday night,
Rosh Chodesh Adar 11, thethirtieth of Adar |

C. The Magid and the Semicha Controversy
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| am the Mishnathat speaks through your mouth. I am the mother who disciplines her
children. I am the one who embraces you. Cling to me always so that my majesty should
be upon you and your majesty upon me.. . . for | will elevate you to become a prince and
Nagid over all of the Jewish diasporaliving under Moslem domination. Because you
have put your life in danger in order to have the crown of semicha (Rabbinic ordination)
return to its former glory, you will merit to be musmach (be accepted) by all of the sages
of the land of Israel and the diaspora. Through you will | return the practice of ~ semicha
back to its former position and | will give you the merit of completing your work (Bais

Y osef). Afterwards, you will be burned [at the stake] in the sanctification of My Name
and will ascend [to Heaven] like purified wool [that is lifted up from its cleaning
solution]. . . . You should always place before your eyes the [image of the] Name of
Hashem written with black ink on parchment. | will consider it asif you were beholding
Hashem himself. Magid Meishorim, Friday night, the fifth of Nissan 5305

D. A Sampling of the Teachings of the Magid
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Regarding the mystery of which you often ask, "Since the souls of the Patriarchs are
resting beneath the Throne of Glory, why did they need to come down to thisworld?' . ..
the answer is as you yourself have said, "The souls, before they come down to thisworld,
are likened to someone who eats the king's bread without working for it." Because of this
did they say (Eiruvin 13b), "It is better to have been created.” This means that the souls
feel embarrassed to eat the king's bread without having worked for it. For this reason, the
soul desiresto come to thisworld and [therefore] it is better for them to have been
created. In order to negate that embarrassment, it wants to come down to this world to
become involved in the study of Torah and the performance of Mitzvos, [in fulfillment of
the Biblical commandment to Adam (Gen. 2:15)] to work and guard [the soul], which
enables them to eat the bread without embarrassment. In addition, when the soul, which
becomesinvolved in the study of Torah and performance of Mitzvos, leaves thisworld, it
risesto levelsthat are higher than it had experienced previoudly. Originally, the souls
were hewed out from below the Throne of Glory. Afterwards, they arise and are attached
to the bond of life with Hashem, your G-d. . . . The reasoning behind the statement
(Eiruvin 13b), "It would have been better not have been created,” is that people coming
down to thisworld arein [spiritual] danger lest they corrupt themselves through their
actions and lower their spiritual level. Because of this, it would have been better for them
to [remain unborn and to] bear the shame of eating bread without working for it. Magid
Meishorim, Friday night, the fourteenth of Teves
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Y ou should know that the secret of sacrifices ( korbonos) is connected with the secret of
reincarnation. A person merits to become a sacrifice when his measure [of sins] has been
al paid up. When the sacrifice is slaughtered, the evil force (lit. side) isremoved from it
and becomes slaughtered. For that [evil] domain isremoved from it for it did not Kkill it.
Similarly, the spirit of the one who became incarnated in the animal is freed from that
evil force and now clingsto the force (side) of kindness, for it was the cause of its
slaughter. Even though slaughter isvalid when done by a  Yisrael, heis now standing in
the place of the  Kohen and even the Yisrael comes with the force (lit. side) of
compassion. . . . Don't be suprised that a human can be incarnated in an animal, for there
isan express verse in the Book of Daniel regarding Nebuchadnezzer who was incarnated
into an animal. The Ibn Ezra's explanation of the verse is not correct. He was actually
incarnated into an animal. 1 bid. Friday night, fifth of Nissan, 5303 (1543)
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Those who have perfected themsel ves through their good deeds but need to be
reincarnated because they have done some crime that carries with it the death penalty or
because they have contaminated themselves and need to have their spiritual
contamination removed, die [in their new incarnation] as children. For when a child dies
there are grounds to suspect they corrupted themselves [in the last incarnation]. If they
still need to perfect themselves through good deeds, they do not die as children. I bid.
Friday night, the second of Teves
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The sustenance of the Sefiras (the supernal worlds) is the Torah study and the good deeds
which are done below in thisworld. Just like a person introduces nutrients into his body
through his mouth, so, too, the nutrients of the supernal worlds which are Torah and good
deeds are introduced through the actions that he does.  1bid. Friday night, the eleventh
of Shevat
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Be careful and write down everything new that | tell you, and don't forget to study
Kabbalah. Ibid. Friday night, the fifteenth of Adar the first, 5307

E. Understanding the Magid
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It is clear that we do not really know, nor do we have any inkling as to the form and
manner in which the speech of the Magid was heard by the [author of the] Bais Y osef.
We do understand the following, however, based upon the words of the Gaon of Israel,
Rabbainu Chaim of Volozhin, zt"l: At the very least, those discourses which were uttered
to R. Yosef Caro by the  Magid, which were devoted to ethica discipline, rebuke and
warnings, were said to him in away which accorded with his own particular persondlity,
spiritual yearnings and inner spiritual longings from the depths of his spirit and soul. In
order that he be able to realize these aspirations and to make them a permanent part of his
Divine service and spiritual life style, the holy Magid came to offer him Divine assistance
in the form of disciplinary discourses, in the spirit of the verse [in Daniel 2:21), "Reved
wisdom to the wise" and the Talmudic adage (Shabbos 104a), "Divine help is offered to
anyone who attempts to purify himself." This principle can be derived from the words of
R. Chaim of Volozhin, zt"l, which is quoted in the work, Mamar Kadmus HaZohar
(Discourse on the Antiquity of the Zohar), written by HaGaon, R. David Luria
(HaRadal), zt"1, in the fifth chapter, second section, regarding the order which the Magid
gives R. Yosef Caro in Parshas Netzavim not to eat meat on Rosh HaShanah and his
explanation of the verse, (Nehemiah 8:10), "Eat fat or oily foods' refersto oil and milk
[fat] and not to meat. Thisisquoted inthe Mogen Avraham, Orach Chaim 597 . Behold
thereis an express Mishnain the third chapter of Chulin, 83a, that states that on the eve
of Rosh HaShanah, we force the butcher to sell to the customer etc. It isevident thereisa
mitzvah to eat meat on Rosh HaShanah. The Radal wrote that he had heard in the name
of hisrelative, the true Gaon, R. Chaim Volozhin, zt"l, that it is certain that HaRav Bais
Y osef had forgotten that Mishna at that moment, or there was a certain deficiency in his
review and analysis of the Mishna which caused that the light of that Mishna was not
reflected in the Magid at that moment. Y ou should do further reading on what he writes
there on this subject aswell as what the Radal writesin general regarding the verse
(Hosea 12:11), "l have used symbols and parables in communicating with the Prophets.”
He maintains that the intention of the verseis that the Prophet is shown from Heaven a
vision which is designed in accordance with his own personal intelligence, mind set, and
eloguence. R. Seraiah Dablitzy in hisapprobation of the 1990 edition of the Magid
Maishorim

V. Teacher and Guide

A.
PN7307 X7¥° NIPARM 2I9m 1170 R0 Ta5n 7R f20wR Tmba T SNTh Oy (1

NINSM NW X2 3 NI2°7 13T NPPR LPWRR DAY XD 03X NXYNY POV on
71 5y 1501 NID° 0°1D 1202 07°hY 123p7 11N 1772 °% 71w 2INORW I POW 0°0>1DM
R795R1Y 97197909 N7EXMAW 2151 I0IRIW M2 177 A2 2130 11 ROW . . L AvIwI IR
NPIAR D79 .Ow 0¥ 0297w MIpn OOW 1M I0IXRI 1ILY D1 1700 KD wrrTIab

anp 10 591



Series VIl 18 Lecture #5

Although | am engrossed in my studiesin the Y eshiva, may Hashem protect it, besides
the many other involvements | have, as part of my bearing the yoke of leadership for the
communities, | have [temporarily] removed myself from all of my other activitiesin
order to fulfill your wishes, which is aso the desire of Heaven, in order to still the uproar
and strife. The two groups have already agreed to submit themselves to my authority and
to sincerely accept my written decision in the matter. This was done with alegal
transaction (kinian) and an oath. . . . Teshuvas Avkas Rochel 143
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Even though | am engrossed in the battles that | am commanded to wage i.e. studying
with attentive studentsin Y eshiva as well as editing my extended work, the Bais Y osef,
aswell as my involvement with the holy communities, may Hashem protect them, in all
of their troubles, their burden, and their strife, | am giving your question my undivided
attention, in order to fulfill the desire and will of my master, the Rav. Teshuvas Bais
Y osef
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For in the heart [of R. Y osef Caro,] the Talmud was preserved. . . . Thisisbesidesthe
various branches of wisdom, both revealed and mysterious, which were sealed in his
heart. . . . | felt asa stranger in [Safed] and | was feeling despondent as | heard the
lecturers speak on so many different subjects in the synagogues and study halls, for they
knew all of the secret lore. . . . Thiswas particularly the case with R. Y osef Caro whose
Y eshivathe scholars of Safed never failed to attend . . . | went one Shabbos to his

Y eshiva to behold the glory and majesty of his excellence. | sat near the entrance. . . and
the elder sage, [R. Y osef Caro], sat on his chair. He expounded on the subject of the
verse, "The Torah of the L-rd is perfect, reviving the soul." (Psalms 19:8) and discussed it
at length on both the simple and the esoteric levels. This precious and exalted sage had
approximately two hundred precious and exalted students who sat upon benches. When
he finished his learned lecture, he hinted to a certain student that he speak about the soul,
its powers, its purpose, and its properties. He stood up before him and in his pleasant
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manner began his well thought out presentation with the words, "Our master has taught
usthe following. It is not the product of our own wisdom." Sefer HaMussar by Rabbi
Zechariah Altzahari, who visited Safed in the year 1568
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It iswell known throughout the land that Hashem has expanded my borders with
disciples and they in turn have established many disciples and the entire land isfilled
with knowledge of Hashem in the various Y eshivas, each person according to his native
tongue. Letter of R. Yosef Carototheleadersof the Provincal community located in
Piedmont, Italy
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We cannot be secure that other expulsions, forced conversions, plunder at sword point,
and the bitter cups [of retribution] which our forefathers drank, will not reoccur. | saw
that the greatest of our generation, R. Y osef Caro, zIh"h, was in a state of anguish and
would worry about this during hislifetime. Prefaceto Sefer Chareidim, R. Elazar
Azkari
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Thefollowing are the questions that my master, my father-in-law, the great and perfect
Rav, R. Zachariah Zebshil Ashkenazi, may Hashem protect him, asked me. . ..
Teshuvas Avkas Rochel 29
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Our master (Maran) lived along life, to the age of 87. His soul went up to Heaven in the
holy city of Safed on the thirteenth day of Nisan (5)335 (1775). Sefer Chida



