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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Whereisthe Pishon river located? Where is the Gihon?
2.  How largeisthe Garden of Eden? How large is Eden?

3. Whereisthe entrance to the Garden of Eden located? Whereis the
entrance to Gehinom (Hell)?

4. How far apart are the Garden of Eden and Gehinom?
5.  How large is Gehinom?

This and much more will be addressed in the sixth lecture of this series:
"The Garden of Eden: What isit and Whereisit Located?".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the memory and Li-ilui Nishmas
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Series XII Lecture #6

THE GARDEN OF EDEN: WHAT ISIT & WHERE ISIT LOCATED?

[ The Four Rivers

A. The Garden of Eden and the Four Rivers
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And the L-rd G-d planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there He put the man whom He
had formed. And out of the ground made the L-rd G-d every tree to grow that is pleasant
to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree
of knowledge of good and evil. And a river went out from Eden to water the garden; and
from there it was divided, and became four rivers. The name of the first is Pishon; that is
the one which flows around the whole land of Havilah, where thereis gold; And the gold
of that land is good; there is bdellium and the onyx stone. And the name of the second
river is Gihon; that is the one which flows around the whole land of Kush. And the name
of the third river isthe Tigris; that is the one which flows toward the east of Assyria. And
the fourth river is the Euphrates. And the L-rd G-d took the man, and put him into the
garden of Eden to cultivate it and to keep it. Genesis 2:8-15
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(8) Eastward: In the eastern part of Eden He planted the garden. (9) And He made to
grow: This passage is referring to the garden. (11) Pishon: Thisis the Nile, the river of
Egypt. And because its waters increase and rise and water the land, is it called Pishon as
in the verse (Habakuk 1:8), “And their horsemen spread themselves (increased).”
Another interpretation: The river is named Pishon because it makes flax to grow, asit is
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stated in regards to Egypt (Isaiah 19:9), “Moreover they that work in combed flax
(Egyptians) . . . shall be ashamed.” (13) Gihon: Because it flowed along and roared and
its roaring is very gredt, as it is stated (Ex. 21:28), “And if an ox gore (173°),” for it keeps
on goring and roaring. (14) Tigris: For its waters are swift and light. Euphrates: For its
waters make fertile and multiply and make men healthy. Kush and Assyria: They did
not as yet exist. Scripture wrote their names based on the future. Towards the east of
Assyria: To the east of Assyria. |sthe Euphrates: The most important of them all, [for]
it is mentioned in reference to the Land of Israel. [as being one of its boundaries as it is
written (Deut. 1:7), “. . . [conquer the land al the way up to] the great river, the
Euphrates.” Rashi’s Commentary to Gen. 2:8-13
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Gentile scholars say that the Pishon is the Ganges River and they say that Havila is a
district of India and that the Ganges surrounds the entire country of India and gold can be
found in its sand. They also say that this river is divided into ten rivers and it enters the
sea and that it is extremely wide and its most narrow section is eight mileswide. . . They
say that the Gihon is the great Nile, the largest of all rivers which surrounds the entire
lands of Ethiopia (Sudan) and Egypt. . . . Commentary of R. Yitzchak Abrabanel to
Gen. 2:8

BRTY 72 103 21N X277 10T TP ¥R 5o AT R [IWD TN DWW 3

The name of the first is Pishon; that is the one which flows around the whole land of
India, where thereis gold. Targum Yonason ben Uziel to Gen. 2:11

C. Havila

XOP2DY YT TNIDY 777771 K20 WID 323 T :]¥IDI LIDI 07I¥MI WD O 2329 (1
-1 PPWRT 77T RAW Y7 019

And the sons of Ham: Kush, and Egypt, and Put, and Canaan. And the sons of Kush:
Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtecha; and the sons of Raamah;
Sheba, and Dedan. Gen. 10:6-7
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And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. Ibid. 10:29
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And the [descendants of Yishmael] lived from Havilah to Shur, that is before Egypt, as
you go toward Assyria; and he fell in the presence of all his brothers. Gen. 25:18

D. Kush: Ethiopiaor India?
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From Hodu to Kush. (Esther 1:1) Rav and Shmuel gave different interpretations of this.
One said that Hodu is at one end of the world and Kush at the other, and the other said
that Hodu and Kush adjoin one another, and that [the meaning is that] as he ruled over
Hodu and Kush, so he ruled from one end of the world to the other. Megila 11a
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Raba said: The preserved ginger which comes from the place of the Indians (India) is
permitted, and we say over it the benediction “Who createst the fruit of the ground”.
Berachos 36b
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And it shall come to pass in that day, that the L-rd shall set his hand again the second
time to recover the remnant of His people, who shall be left, from Assyria, and from
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Kush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. Isaiah 11:11
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And at that moment, the L-rd shall continue to show His might a second time to redeem
the remnant of His people, who shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from
Pathros, and from India, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from
theidands of the sea. Targum Yonason ben Uzid |1bid.

E. The Euphrates
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As far asthe great river, the river Euphrates. (Deuteronomy 1:7) Shimon b. Tarfon
says. Go near a man smeared with oil, and you too will become smeared with ail. In the
School of R. Yishmael it was taught: The servant of aKingislike aKing. Shavuos 47b
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The Euphrates is smaller than the other three rivers, as it is mentioned last (Gen. 2:14),
“the fourth river is the Euphrates’. Here (Deut. 1:7) it is called the “great river,” asit is
mentioned here in conjunction with the Land of Israel, which is consequential, it too is
mentioned as being consequential. Rashi 1bid.
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The fourth river is the Euphrates Said R. Nahman b. Yitzchak, (others say: R. Aha b.
Y aakov): [It meansthus]: The Euphratesis actually the one [mentioned] first. It has
been taught: Its name is Yuval [river] because Scripture says (Jer. 17:8), “For he shall be
like a tree planted by the waters and that spreadeth the roots by the river [Yuval]”,
referring to the Tree of Life which was in the Garden of Eden. It is implied that the
Euphrates, the primary stream, watered the Garden of Eden. And why isit called Perath
(Euphrates)? Because its waters are fruitful [fructifying] and increase (seemingly)
without direct rainfall. Bechor os 55b
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Rabbi Avraham [ibn Ezra] disagreed with the opinion that the Pishon was the Nile,
because its source is the “White Mountain” (deep in Africa). For that reason, the river
overflows in the summer. [However, that is not a serious objection,] for it is well known
that many rivers flow from their source for along distance and then subsequently reenter
the ground and flow underground a long way (lit. days) and reemerge from under some
mountain a considerable distance away. Commentary of Ramban to Gen. 3:22

Il. The Size of Eden and its Garden
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R. Yehoshua b. Levi said: The whole world is watered by the residue of the Garden of
Eden, asit is said, And a river went out of Eden, etc. A Tanna taught: The residue of a
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kor (30 seah) is enough to irrigate atarkav (half a seah). Egypt is four hundred parasangs
square. Now Egypt is one sixtieth of Ethiopia [Cush], Ethiopia is one sixtieth of the
world, the world is one sixtieth of the Garden, the Garden is one sixtieth of Eden, Eden is
one sixtieth of the Gehinom: thus the whole world is like a pot lid [in relation] to
Gehinom. [1 parsang (parsa) = 4 mil. 1 mil = 2,000 amah. 1 amah = between 3,000 and
4,000 feet.] Taanis 10a
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It says that this world is a sixtieth of the garden, for there is no doubt that this world is
physical and therefore, the garden, which is not physical, is on a higher level. Eden,
which is even more spiritua than the garden, for Eden is the reward “that no eye has seen
with the exception of G-d,” is even on a higher level, therefore the garden is a sixtieth of
Eden. Maharal of Prague, B’eir HaGolah 6
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What is the meaning of the verse (Isaiah 54:3), “No eye has seen, Oh G-d, beside You
what He will do for him that waits for Him”? R. Y ehoshua b. Levi said: Thisis the wine
which has been preserved in its grapes from the six days of Creation. R. Shmuel b.
Nahmani said: This is Eden, which has never been seen by the eye of any creature.
Perhaps you will say, Where then was Adam? He was in the garden. Perhaps you will
say, the garden and Eden are the same? Not so! For the text says: And ariver went out of
Eden to water the garden. The garden is one thing and Eden is another. Ber achos 34b

1. The Garden and its Entrance
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[Asto] the Garden of Eden, Resh Lakish said: If it isin the Land of Isradl, its gate is Beth
Shean; if it isin Arabia, its gate is Beth Gerem, and if it is between the rivers, its gate is
Dumaskanin. In Babylon, Abaye praised the fruit of Ever Yamina and Rava praised the
fruit of Harpania. Eiruvin 19a
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And He drove out Adam from the Garden of Eden to Mount Moriah, for the entrance to
the Garden of Eden is close to Mount Moriah, for man was taken from there and to there
was he returned, asit is stated (Gen. 3:23), “to till the ground from where he was taken.”
Midrash Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer Chapter 20
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And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive |eaf
plucked off; so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth. Genesis 8:11
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From where did [the dove bring the olive leaf]? R. Aba bar Kahana said: It brought it
from the branches [of the olive trees] of the Land of Israel. R. Levi said: It brought it
from the Mount of Olives, for the Land of Israel was not inundated during the Flood.
Regarding this did the Holy One, blessed be He, say to Y echezkel (Ezekiel 22:24), “You
are the land that is not cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignation.” R. Bayvai
said: The gates of the Garden of Eden were opened and it brought it [from therg].
Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 33:6
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[Rabbah b. Abbuha said to Eliyahu] | am very hard pressed. He then led him into the
Garden of Eden and said to him: Remove thy robe and collect and take away some of
these leaves. So he gathered them and carried them off. As he was coming out, he heard a
remark, “Who would so consume his [portion in] the world [to come] as Rabbah b.
Abbuha has done?’ Thereupon he scattered and threw them away. Yet even so, since he
had carried them in his robe, it had absorbed their fragrance, and so he sold it for twelve
thousand denarii, which he distributed among his sons-in-law. Bava M etzia 114b
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And the L-rd G-d sent him out from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from where he
was taken. So He drove out the man; and He placed Cherubim at the east of the garden
of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way of the tree of
life. Genesis 3:23-24
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And He rushed out Adam from the place where he had dwelt amongst the glory of the
Divine Presence [to beyond the area of] between the two Cherubim. Before He had
created the world, He created the Torah and prepared the Garden of Eden for the
Tzaddikim (righteous) so that they may eat and enjoy the fruits of the trees because they
had served G-d with the study of the Torah and the fulfillment of the commandments
while they were adive in this world. He prepared Gehinnom for the evil. It is compared to
a sharpened sword that destroys from both sides. He prepared in it flames of fire and
coals of fire to punish the evil who rebelled, while they were alive, against the beneficial
teachings of the Torah, this is the Torah which one serves from the fruit of the Tree of
Life. The Divine command prepared it in this way so that it (the Tree of Life - the Torah)
be preserved and as a result one can walk on the path that brings one to the World to
Come. Targum Yonason to Gen. 3:24
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Why did the Holy One create Gehinnom and Gan Eden? In order that each should protect
each other. What is the distance between them? Rabbi Y ochanon said: A wall [separates
them]. Rabbi Chanina said: One handbreadth [separates them]. The Rabbis say that they
are flush. Pesikta D’Rabbi Kahana Pesikta 28:3
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You should know that the lower Garden of Eden was created two thousand, three
hundred, and sixty five years prior to the lower world which we occupy. Its (the lower
world’'s) size is a sixtieth of the Garden of Eden. This garden stands at the right - the
southeast of the world. This world, in comparison to the garden, is like a new born child
in comparison to its mother. The ground of the lower world is distant from the Garden by
a handbreadth. The northerly part of the lower world is right by the south of the Garden.
There is located Gehinnom, the abode of the demons and destructive angels. The form of
the lower world is like that of a “beis’. Despite this, it is difficult for both the living and
dead to go to the garden because of the terror of the demons of Gehinnom who stand at
the northerly part of the world. As a result, the wisdom of the Holy One, blessed be He,
decreed that tunnels be made from the Cave of Machpelah, which lead beyond this lower
world right up to the garden in order that the souls of the righteous should travel through
them and not meet up with the demons. Adam and Eve knew this secret and made the
effort to be buried there. Sefer Yalkut Reuveini (Beraishis)

IV.  Inthe Depths of the Earth
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One must not break it into a[hot] cloth [that was heated by the sun], but R. Y osei permits
it; and the Rabbis argued thus with R. Yosei: "But in the incident of the people of
Tiberias, it was a sun-heated object, yet the Rabbis forbade it?” “That was a product of
fire,” he retorted, “because the [waters of Tiberias] pass over the entrance to Gehinnom.”
Shabbos 39a
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Rava expounded: But if the L-rd make a new thing: if the Gehenna is already created, It
iswell: if not, let the L-rd create it. But that is not so, for it was taught: Seven things were
created before the world, viz., The Torah, repentance, the Garden of Eden, Gehinom,
the Throne of Glory, the Temple, and the name of the Messiah. . . . Rather, this is what
Moses said: If a mouth has already been created for it (Gehenna), It iswell; if not, let the
L-rd create one. But is it not written (Koheles 1:9), “There is no new thing under the
sun?’ — He said thus: If the mouth is not near to this spot, let it draw near. Nedarim 39b
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And the sons of Korah did not die. (Numbers 24:11) A Tannataught in the name of our
Teacher: A special place was fenced in (fortified) for them in Gehinnom and they stood
onit. Megilah 14a
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Soon [after death] the evil person is handed to Duma, the angel appointed over the dead
[while they're] in the grave. After three days, Duma hands him over to Gehinnom which
is in the depths of the earth in order to refine and purify him. There the evil spirits
subjugate him, everyone taking from him until his debt is paid. The Gaon of Vilna,
Sefer Even Shlaima 10:32
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As for the earth, from it comes bread; and under it is turned up as by fire. Its stones are
the place of sapphires; and it has dust of gold. Job 28:5-6
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Underneath the land from which issues forth food is Gehinnom . . . and the Garden of
Eden. .. Targum to Job 28:5-6

E.

9 01N DR 1LY *N°03 NPART F2IRW INTI 012 0I7—K 1T MR 173 (J0:R? IRPI)

nwIna Hw X271 2071 Hw X1 00 Sw XD 02303 2100 PwIY IR 2°03 NP9 MR *27 12

YW1 °nhI YR 0N JWN 03773 YR 2°Vwa D 73Hn 0iw onikY 0an KON
K2 1127 PWRI2 WA LW 037 W 2ITNT DX DY "N°057 DIAY

"Thus says the L-rd G-d: In the day when he went down to Sheol | caused the deep to
mourn, to cover itself for him . ..” (Ezekiel 31:15) Rabbi Y. bar Rabbi said: The word for
mourning (he evalti) is written in a way in which it could be pronounced hovalti - |
transported, i.e. from the grave (sheol) | transported him [to beneath the deep (the bottom
of the ocean)]. One doesn’t make a covering of an earthenware vat from silver, gold, or
copper, but from earthenware which is similar in composition. Similarly, since the evil
are the embodiment of darkness, and Gehinom is darkness and the deep is a place of
darkness, | transported the evil to Gehinom and covered them with the deep. Darkness
covers darkness. Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 33:1
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The lower Garden of Eden is in the deep interior. It is the highest of the seven lands that
are referred to as tevel (the populated area of the earth). The Gaon of Vilna, Sefer Even
Shlaima 10:32 Note #30
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In this world, a miracle occurred to them (the Jewish people at the time they left Egypt)
at night, but it was a temporary miracle. In the future, the night will turn into day, asit is
stated (Isaiah 30:26), “Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and
the light of the sun shall be multiplied “shivasaim” (a multiple of seven), as the light of
the seven days’. It will be like the light which the Holy One, blessed be He, originally
created and hid in the Garden of Eden. Midrash Shemos Rabbah 18:11

V. Heaven On Earth
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Y ou should know and believe that the Garden of Eden is on the earth and it contains the
Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge and from it issues forth a river which separates
into four head waters which is visible to us, for the Euphratesisin our land and boundary
and the Pishon is the Nile of Egypt, as is stated by the early commentators. But just as
there is such a place on earth, so too, there is a paralel place in Heaven which is a
Kabbalistic secret, as it is stated in the Midrash (Shir HaShirim Zuta 1:4), on the verse:
The King has brought me into His chambers, “ This teaches us that, in the future, the Holy
One, blessed be He, is destined to show Israel Heavenly hidden chambers. Another
explanation - This is referring to the chambers of the Garden of Eden. From here they
deduced that there exists in Heavens [a world] akin to the Garden of Eden.”
Commentary of Ramban to Gen. 3:22
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What is the reward and punishment for the Tzaddikim (righteous) in this garden? This
matter is essentially stated in the Torah, but its explanation is in the works of the Rabbis.
For the Garden of Eden exists on earth in some place and four rivers issue forth from
there. One of them is the Euphrates which surrounds the Land of Isragl. Everything
which is implied by the simple sense of Scripture is true. [Besides for its deeper implied
meaning,] Scripture is [also] to be understood literally. (Shabbos 63a) . . . The secret
meaning of this, however, is that Scripture is speaking on two levels. For the Garden of
Eden and its four rivers and the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge which G-d
planted there, and similarly the Cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every
way, and the leaf of the fig tree and the belts and the clothing of skin, are al truly and
definitively to be understood literally, as well as being an allegory alluding to profound
concepts. . . . Ramban, Shaar HaG’ mul, the final section of Sefer Toras HaAdam
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It isaclear and well attested fact that even though the spirit is not actually physical, since
it dwelled in a physical body, it thinks in physical terms and therefore, after it leaves the
body, it must still dwell in a physical location. As a result, the Garden of Eden isin the
lower (physical) world, for it would be too difficult for the spirit to immediately make the
transition to a spiritual world without taking intermediate steps. Since it originally
dwelled in the lower world, [the spirit] is transfered to a location which is intermediate
between the physical and the spiritual. This is the advantage that the Garden has over
other places. Droshos HaRan #7

VI. Gehinom
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R. Yirmiah b. Elazar stated: Gehenna has three gates; one in the wilderness, one in the
sea and onein Jerusalem. ‘In the wilderness' since it iswritten in Scripture (Num. 16:33):
So they, and all that appertaineth to them, went down alive into the pit. ‘In the sea’ since
it is written in Scripture (Jonah 2:3): Out of the belly of the nether world cried I, and
Thou heardest my voice. In Jerusalem since it is written in Scripture (Isaiah 31;9): Saith
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the Lord, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem. The school of R. Ishmael
taught: ‘“Whose fire isin Zion’ refers to Gehenna, ‘And His furnace in Jerusalem’ refers
to the gate of Gehenna. Eiruvin 19a
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[There are] eight thousand gates to Gehinom and each section of Gehinom is three
hundred long, three hundred wide, one thousand thick, and one hundred deep. Any
wicked person who falls there cannot arise on his own. Yalkut Shimoni Y eshaya Per ek
26 Remez 436
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Rabbi Pinchas and Rabbi Chunia said: Since the wicked say, “How many myriads can
Gehinom hold? Two hundred myriads (2 million)? Three hundred myriads (3 million)?
How many reshoi’im - evil people are there in every generation? [Gehinom must
eventually run out of space!] The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: To the extent that
you desire [that which is forbidden] does it accommodate new space and expands and
deepens, as it says (Isaiah 30:33), “Gehinom (tofteh) is prepared from the previous day.”
Yalkut Shimoni Y eshaya Perek 26 Remez 436
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Rabbah b. Shila said in R. Hisda's name: He who corrupts his mouth with foul language,
Gehinom is made deep for him, asit is said (Prov. 22:14), “A deep pit (Gehinom) is for
the mouth [that speaketh] perversity.” R. Nahman b. Yitzchak said: Also [for] one who
hears and is silent, for it is said (ibid.), “. . . he that is abhorred of the L-rd shall fall
therein.” Shabbos 33a
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Five things are a sixtieth part of something else: namely, fire, honey, Sabbath, sleep and a
dream. Fire is one-sixtieth part of Gehinnom. Honey is one-sixtieth part of manna.
Sabbath is one-sixtieth part of the world to come. Sleep is one-sixtieth part of death. A
dream is one-sixtieth part of prophecy. Berachos 57b



