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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What was Nechemiah's official position? What was
Sanballat's?

2. How did Sanballat attempt to prevent the Jews from
rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem?

3.  What were the accomplishments of Nechemiah in his
capacity asalegidator?

4. What role did Sanbdlat take in the building of the Temple on
Mt. Gerizzim?

5. Who was the High Priest that met Alexander the Great?

This and much more will be addressed in the sixth lecture of this
series; "Nechemiah and Shimon Hatzaddik".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
In mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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NECHEMIAH AND SHIMON HATZADDIK

l. Nechemiah and Sanballat
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The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month Kislev,
in the twentieth year, as| was in Shushan the palace, that Hanani, one of my brethren,
came, he and certain men of Judah; and | asked them concerning the Jews that had
escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said unto
me, The remnant that are left thereof are burned with fire . . . And said unto the king, Let
the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of
my fathers sepulchers, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire?...And
the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey be?
and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; and | set him atime. When
Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved
them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the welfare of the children of Isradl.
Nechemiah 1:1-3, 2:3, 6, 10
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Then said | unto them, Y e see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and
the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem,
that we be no more areproach...But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant,
the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised
us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? Nechemiah
2:17,19
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But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, he was wroth,
and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews. And he spake before his brethren and
the army of Samaria, and said, What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves?
will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will they revive the stones out of the
heaps of the rubbish which are burned? Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he
said, Even that which they build, if afox go up, he shall even break down their stone
wall. Nechemiah 3:33-35
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So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof; for the
people had a mind to work. But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the
Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were
restored, and that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth, And
conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to do him
mischief... Therefore set | in the lower places behind the wall, and on the dry places, |
even set the people after their families with their swords, their spears, and their
bows...And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, and G-d
had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all of usto the wall, every one unto
hiswork...So we laboured in the work: and half of them held the spears from rising of the
morning till the stars appeared. Nechemiah 3:38, 4:1, 2,7, 9, 15
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Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest
of our enemies, heard that | had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left
therein; (though at that time | had not set up the doors upon the gates;) That Sanballat and
Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in some one of the villagesin
the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. Nechemiah 6:1, 2
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So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two
days. And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the nations
that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for
they perceived that this work was wrought of our G-d. Nechemiah 6:15, 16

G.
NXT 9327...071°%Y 7MIRY 0%Pw3a3 Oi%a HRIW 233 IDORI A1 WAL 7Y2IRI 0wy 03023

MYY 1PN NI KD WRILAPITD 117 I 0Innn DY 2°anst fasK 0°nad IR
0¥°2 73w 931 NINpAN DR DR°ANT PINT OnYY 310130 1Rl XOWw PN nXY pARn
D3 RWMI MOYOAWR TIWN DR WL wWIp 03 Nawa onn npl X2 ionh nawvn
anoh  aPPOR N nT7avh mawa Hpwn nowcbw by nnb nIxm DY 1TRvTLT
nIRLAYY DWIPYY 0*IYin% owInn NiNawn Tnnn nIvHY RNt nnamd noIvnn
0171 ©°3757 0¥V 7137p DY 315957 NI RhR N2 noxbm H31 Dxawe by 9o3b
IPPOR T 1A DY Tvab mawa maw 0vant 2Ny 11°Nar N1k 1phr nvab x0anh avim
NX1/T P25 MW MY Py 95 29D H3 573539 1INMTXR 21993 PR XA .71902 2IN33
IPPHR NP2% XUAAL IPIRXT 3172 07992 DRI 702 23035 31INMT2Y 3713 N9TE0a
7% WITN Py 93 2197 1°N1n3107 1°N07IY NPWRI NXY LAPRYR N33 0PNIWnT 0230
"My $31 o wynt 02197 oM 22199 1ANNTIR AWYRT IPPOR N°2 NISWH YR 01795 X013
N1 Awyni Awyn R 1Y o119 00190 ya 001%n oy NR 72 1797 0 9anTay
NMPIIN DX 197 2333 DRI 213 020 NISWHR HR 03 LARIRG N°aD niswhi DX IpOR
2TY1 RPY 01 WM 0MVIWT DPNIWNAT 023731 WIRHT 090 QWY 18I WINT 1370

P—RY X ,R:D AN IPPYR N0 DR



Series| 4 Lecture #6

Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the children of Israel were assembled
with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth upon them. And because of all thiswe
make a sure covenant, and write it; and on the sealed writing are our princes, our Levites,
and our priests. And that we would not give our daughters unto the peoples of the land,
nor take their daughtersfor our sons; And if the peoples of the land bring ware or any
victuals on the sabbath day to sell, that we would not buy it of them on the sabbath, or on
the holy day; and that we would leave the seventh year, and the exaction of every debt.
Also we made ordinances for us, to charge ourselves yearly with the third part of a shekel
for the service of the house of our G-d. For the shewbread, and for the continual meat
offering, and for the continual burnt offering, of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the
set feasts, and for the holy things, and for the sin offerings to make an atonement for
Israel, and for all the work of the house of our G-d. And we cast the lots among the
priests, the Levites, and the people, for the wood offering to bring it into the house of our
G-d, after the houses of our fathers, at times appointed year by year, to burn upon the
altar of the L-rd our G-d, asit iswritten in thelaw. And to bring thefirst fruits of our
ground and first fruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto the house of the L-rd.
Also the firstborn of our sons, and of our cattle, asit iswritten in the law, and the
firstlings of our herds and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our G-d, unto the priests
that minister in the house of our G-d. And that we should bring the first of our dough,
and our heave offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the
priests, to the chambers of the house of our G-d. and the tithes of our ground unto the

L evites, that the same Levites might have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage. And
the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the Levites take tithes; and the
Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of our G-d to the chambers,
into the treasure house. For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the
heave offering of the corn, of the new wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the
vessels of the sanctuary and the priests that minister, and the porters, and the singers; and
we will not forsake the house of our G-d. Nechemiah 9:1, 10:1, 31-40
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And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem: the rest of the people also cast lots, to
bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem the holy city, and nine partsto dwell in other cities.
Nechemiah 11:1 [Thetotal number was 3,050]



Series| 5 Lecture #6

1.

nnnY 7917 Ny 0bwWIeh oxvanL anmnipn 9m 0197 IR WpRa 0PWINY nnin N3Ina)

"> ™ o997 o°nar XN 0P AT .NIIID33 o°%a1 oonbrm WAl niTina

2imn 9y 0DWIT nnnty yawny nnty 07971 Wit oa API78 nnn annt ophrn
37,73:27 913

And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites out of all their
places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with gladness, both with
thanksgivings, and with singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps. Also that day
they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced; for G-d had made them rejoice with great joy;
the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar
off. Nechemiah 12:27, 43
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Butin all thistimewas not | at Jerusalem: for in the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes
king of Babylon came | unto the king, and after certain days obtained | leave of the king.
And | came to Jerusalem, and understood of the evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah, in
preparing him a chamber in the courts of the house of G-d. Nechemiah 13:6, 7
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In those days saw | in Judah some treading wine presses on the sabbath, and bringing in
sheaves, and lading asses; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and al manner of burdens,
which they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day; and | testified against them in the
day wherein they sold victuals. Nechemiah 13:15

L.

8 OF°329 WNIARIA NIIRY NITTTYUR QUW I2°WR 0TI DR DRI O 212 oA

OnM 719X 099PRY ONY 2°IRI .OYY QY TIWDIY NPTIT° 9299 0°7°on OPRI NYTTYR 1270

05°12% O7°NIan IRWN OXI 077322 02°NI13 NN OX DPPYRI OYAWRI QVIARI DWIR
F9—22:3 71171 .09



Series| 6 Lecture #6

In those days al'so saw | Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of
Moab. And their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in the
Jews' language, but according to the language of each people. And | contended with
them, and cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked off their hair and made
them swear by G-d saying, Y e shall not give your daughters unto their sons, nor take
their daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves. Nechemiah 13:23-25
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And one of the sons Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest was son-in-law to
Sanballat, the Horonite: therefore | chased him from me. Nechemiah 13:28

. Alexander and the Samaritans

A. Now when John had departed this life, his son Jaddua succeeded in the high
priesthood. He had a brother, whose name was Manasseh. Now there was one Sanballat,
who was sent by Darius, the last king of Persiainto Samaria. He was a Cuthean by birth
of which stock were the Samaritans also. This man knew that the city Jerusalem was a
famous city, and that their kings had given a great deal of trouble to the Assyrians, and
the people of Celesyria; so that he willingly gave his daughter, whose name was Nicaso,
in marriage to Manasseh, as thinking this alliance by marriage would be a pledge and
security that the nation of the Jews should continue their good will to him. Josephus
AntiquitiesBook XI Chap. VIl paragraph 2

B. But the elders of Jerusalem being very uneasy that the brother of Jadduathe high
priest, though married to aforeigner, should be a partner with him in the high priesthood,
guarrelled with him; for they esteemed this man's marriage a step to such as should be
desirous of transgressing about the marriage of strange wives, and that this would be the
beginning of amutual society with foreigners, although the offence of some about
marriages, and their having married wives that were not of their own country had been an
occasion of their former captivity and of the miseries they then underwent; so they
commanded Manasseh to divorce his wife, or not to approach the altar, the high priest
himself joining with the people in their indignation against his brother, and driving him
away from the altar. Whereupon Manasseh came to his father-in-law, Sanballat, and told
him that although he loved his daughter Nicaso, yet he was not willing to be deprived of
his sacerdotal dignity on her account, which was the principal dignity in their nation, and
aways continued in the same family. And when Sanballat promised him not only to
preserve to him the honour of his priesthood, but to procure for him the power and
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dignity of ahigh priest, and would make him governor of all the places he himself now
ruled, if he would keep his daughter for hiswife. He aso told him farther, that he would
build him atemple like to that at Jerusalem, upon Mount Gerizzim which is the highest of
all the mountains that are in Samaria, and he promised that he would do this with the
approbation of Darius the king. Manasseh was elevated with these promises, and stayed
with Sanballat, upon a supposal that he should gain a high priesthood, as bestowed on
him by Darius, for it happened that Sanballat was then in years. But there was now a
great disturbance among the people of Jerusalem, because many of those priests and
Levites were entangled in such matches; for they al revolted to Manasseh, and Sanballat
afforded them money and divided among them land for tillage, and habitations also, and
all thisin order every way to gratify his son-in-law. Josephus Antiquities Book XI
Chap. VIII Par. 2

C. But Sanballat thought he had now gotten a proper opportunity to make his
attempt, so he renounced Darius, and, taking with him seven thousand of his own
subjects, he came to Alexander; and finding him beginning the siege of Tyre, he said to
him, that he delivered up to him these men, who came out of places under his dominion,
and did gladly accept of him for hislord, instead of Darius. So when Alexander had
received him kindly, Sanballat thereupon took courage, and spake to him about his
present affair. Hetold him, that he had a son-in-law and that there were many others of
his own nation, now with him, that were desirous to have atemple in the same places
subject to him; that it would be for the king's advantage to have the strength of the Jews
divided into two parts, lest when the nation is of one mind, and united, upon any attempt
for innovation, it prove troublesome to kings, as it had formerly proved to the kings of
Assyria. Whereupon Alexander gave Sanballat leave so to do, who used the utmost
diligence, and built the temple, and made Manasseh the priest, and deemed it a great
reward, that his daughter's children should have that dignity; but when the seven months
of the siege of Tyre were over and the two months of the siege of Gaza, Sanballat died.
Now Alexander, when he had taken Gaza, made haste to go up to Jerusalem; and Jaddua
the high priest, when he heard that, was in an agony, and under terror, as not knowing
how he should meet the Macedonians, since the king was displeased at his foregoing
disobedience. Josephus Antiquities Book XI Chap. VIII Par. 4
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The twenty fifth of Tevesis celebrated as Mount Gerizzim day and isforbidden in
eulogies. At that time the Cutheans (Samaritans) asked permission from Alexander (the
Great) the Macedonian to destroy the Bais Hamikdash and he granted it to them.
Shimeon HaTzaddik was informed of their plans. What did he do? He put on the priestly
raiments and together with the most prestigious members of Jerusalem he walked by
torch light. All night his group was walking from one direction while the Greek and
Cuthean group was walking from the other direction. At daybreak, when Alexander
caught sight of the Jews he asked the Cutheans. "who are these people?'. They answered:
"The Jews who have rebeled against you". By the time he reached Antipatras the sun rose
and the two groups met. As soon as he saw Shimeon Hatzaddik, Alexander went down
from his chariot and bowed down to him. Alexander's entourage asked him: "A king of
your stature should bow down to a Jew?". Hereplied: " The apparition of that man was
shown to me before my victory on the battlefield”. Alexander asked the Jews. "Why have
you cometo me?' They replied: "How isit possible that pagans should entice you to
demolish the Temple in which we pray that you and your kingdom shall not be
destroyed". "Who are these people?’, Alexander asked. "The Samaritans that stand before
you", they replied. He said to them: "Behold you have the authority to do with them as
you please”. Immediately they pierced their heels and tied them to the tails of their horses
and dragged them over thorns and brambles until they reached Mt. Gerizzim. As soon as
they reached Mt. Gerizzim they plowed it under and planted it with horse bean just as
they had intended to do to the Bais Hamikdash. That day was declared a holiday (in
which fasting was forbidden). Yoma 69a

E. And when he (the High Priest) understood that he (Alexander) was not far from
the city, he (the High Priest) went out in procession, with the priests and the multitude of
the citizens. Josephus Antiquities Book XI Chap. VIII Par. 5
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1. Chronology
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The Persian empire existed for thirty four years during the period of the second Temple.
Avodah Zarah 9a
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And now will | shew thee the truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kingsin Persia;
and the fourth shall be far richer than they all: and by his strength through his riches he
shall stir up all against the realm of Greece. Daniel 11:2

C. And when the book of Daniel was showed him, wherein Daniel declared that one
of the Greeks should destroy the empire of the Persians, he supposed that himself was the
person intended: And as he was then glad, he dismissed the multitude for the present, but
the next day he called them to him, and bid them ask what favours they pleased of him;
whereupon the high priest desired that they might enjoy the laws of their forefathers, and
might pay no tribute on the seventh year. He granted all they desired. And when they
entreated him that he would permit the Jews in Babylon and Mediato enjoy their own
laws also, he willingly promised to do hereafter what they desired. Josephus Antiquities
Book XI Chap.VIII Par. 5
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And Jeshua begat Joiakim, Joiakim also begat Eliashib, and Eliashib begat Joiada. And
Joiada begat Jonathan, and Jonathan begat Jaddua. Nechemiah 12:10, 11
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Now after these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezrathe son of Seriah,
the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of
Ahitub. Ezra7:1, 2
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Seventy periods of sevens are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy
and to anoint the most holy. Daniel 9:24

G. Secular Chronology Traditional Chronology
Destruction of the First Temple 586 BCE (421 BCE)
Conquest of Babylon 539 BCE (370 BCE)
1) Cyrus 558-530 BCE (369 BCE)
2) Aheshverash (366 BCE)
3) Cambyses 530-522 BCE

4) Darius| 522-486 BCE (352 BCE)
Building of Temple 516 BCE (351 BCE)
5) Xerxes 486-465 BCE

6) Artaxerxes| 465-424 BCE

7) Dariusll 424-405 BCE

8) Artaxerxesl| 405-359 BCE

9) Artaxerxes Il 359-338 BCE

10) Arses 338-336 BCE

11) Dariusl|li 336-331 BCE

12) Alexander the Great 336-323 BCE

Conquest of Persia 331 BCE (317 BCE)
Seleucid Era 311 BCE (311 BCE)
Destruction of Second Temple 70 CE (70 CE)



