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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Inwhat way were the Matriarchs superior to the Patriarchs?
2. How was Sarah related to Terah?
3. Inwhat ways was Rivkah similar to Sarah?
4.  Who founded the city of Hebron?
5. What do Hebron, Shechem, and Mount Moriah have in common?

This and much more will be addressed in the sixth lecture of this series:
"Sarah and Rivkah: The Legacy of the Matriarchs".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the merit and honor
of the Newman Family
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SARAH AND RIVKAH: THE LEGACY OF THE MATRIARCHS

l. The Unique Contribution of the Matriarchs

A.
17 7RI WM ApY™Y PR OFIAR 17 19K 02 70N 1hvw At oRwaw ooptIR nvaw

(X 7 719°7) IMRIW DIV 0°°PNH [PNIWI 2°2w1 0 02V DR 0PN 12°2Waw awdI now
YN (2 oW QW) IMRIW 0219 NIAR KOR 0217 PR 2P NIVINT FIVAWNI 000 DR 207 0P
NIYIT FIVAWNT (QW) IMERIW 7RI P17 P27 77w DITHR XX NIYAA PRI 7937 7T 2% DR 07

TOW N0 M2 ROPR WA ‘2 PPN MW na Lo

There are seven tzaddikim (saints) upon whom the world was founded: Avraham, Yitzchak,
Y aakov, Moshe, Aharon, David and Shlomo. Just as the world is sustained through them, so too
is the world sustained through their wives, asit says (Micha 6:1), “Hear now what the L-rd said,;
Arise, contend before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice.” “Mountains’ refer to the
Patriarchs of the world, as it says (ibid. 2), “Hear, O mountains, the L-rd’s controversy, [and you
strong foundations of the earth; for the L-rd has a controversy with His people, and He will
contend with Israel].” “Hills” refer to the Matriarchs, Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel, and Leah, as it says
(ibid. 1), “. . . and let the hills hear Your voice.” Batei Midrashos, Alpha Baisos, Mesechta
Satan
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For from the top of the rocks | see him, and from the hills | behold him; lo, the people shal live
alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations. Numbers 23:9
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| see this nation being guided through the merit of their righteous Patriarchs, Avraham, Yitzchak,
and Yaakov, that are compared to mountains, and through the merit of the four Matriarchs,
Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel, and Leah, who are compared to hills; o, the people shall live alone, and
shall not be reckoned among the nations. Targum Y erushalmi, ibid.
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[The nation of Israel is not subject to the caprice of the natural world. This is due to four factors.
The first is their ancestry,] from the aspect of the Patriarchs which are compared to lofty
mountain peaks which soar above this humble world. They are made up of rock, the foundation
of the sphere of the earth. . . . The mountains are always resting upon foothills which are smaller
than the mountains. These [hills] are compared to the Matriarchs. Commentary of Malbim,
ibid.
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In regards to the Holy Spirit, however, Sarah was superior to our forefather Avraham. The cause
of thisistwo fold. One was that Avraham, through his righteousness would guide the world and
direct them to serve G-d, asit iswritten (Gen. 23:6), “. . . you are a G-dly princeamong us . . .”
and, as will be explained further on, someone who is involved with the masses does not have
such an ability to isolate himself and meditate. Whereas Sarah, sat in her tent with sanctity and
purity. The second reason is that the Holy Spirit can only take effect when the person
experiences the joy of a mitzva. Sarah excelled exceedingly in her great faith, feeling extremely
secure, [without any fear], as it is evident from the Midrash [Beraishis| Rabbah (seeibid. 41:2),
when she told our forefather Avraham, “Y ou [left your home] on the basis of an express promise.
| [left] because of my faith.” Someone who bases themselves on a promise [realizes its
limitations, as] the statement of our Sages of blessed memory is well known, “There is no [true]
promise for the righteous in this world as there exists the possibility that they will sin [and the
the promise will be null and void’]. ... Whereas Sarah, whose faith was strong, and needed no
promise, never experienced sadness throughout her life and [as a result] was immersed in the
Holy Spirit. Sefer Haamek Davar, Gen. 23:1
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Habakuk came and based all [of the commandments of the Torah] on one [principle], asit is said
(Habakuk 2:4), But the righteous shall live by his faith. M akkos 24a
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“The voice of my beloved! Behold, He comes leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the
hills.” (Song of Songs 2:8) The Holy One, blessed be He, said: If | were to only view the actions
of Israel, they would not be redeemed. Who do | ook at? The merits of the Patriarchs, as it says
(ibid.), “leaping upon the mountains.” Mountains refer to the Patriarchs as it says (Micha 6:2),
“Hear, O mountains, the L-rd’s controversy, [and you strong foundations of the earth; for the
L-rd has a controversy with His people, and He will contend with Israel].” According to this, the
explanation of “skipping upon the hills’ means through the merit of the Matriarchs. The four
cups [of the Seder] correspond to the four Matriarchs, similar to the verse (Psalms 128:3), “Y our
wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of your house; [your children like olive shoots
around your table].” Thereis a Midrash that states (see Midrash Tanchuma Parshas V ayishlach),
“All trees can be grafted with another species with the exception of the grape vine. This is what
is meant by the verse, Y our wife shall be like a fruitful vine,” that it will not receive the graft of
another species [i.e. she will remain faithful]. And just as the [grape vineg] is modestly sheltered
within the recesses of your house, so too the Matriarchs were modestly sheltered.” For that
reason the blessing we make over the four cups is “borei pri hagafen,” to hint at the merit and
modesty of the Matriarchs. [We find] in the Midrash (BaMidbar Rabbah Perek 9): “. .. nor shall
he put any frankincense on [the flour sin offering],” (Leviticus 5:11) because the Matriarchs are
referred to as “frankincense” (They are referred to as frankincense because of their pure deeds,
just as frankincense must be pure and because of their good name which produced a fragrant
smell like frankincense. Maharal in his “Drush L’ Shabbos HaGadol”), as it says (Song of Songs
4:6), “[Until the day cools, and the shadows flee away, | will get me to the mountain of myrrh,]
and to the hill of frankincense.” And for this person who distanced himself from her ways,
frankincense should not be put. Behold the Matriarchs were praised expecially for their modesty,
for the essential praise and highest level for awoman is her modesty. Maharal of Prague, Sefer
Gevuras Hashem Perek 60

Il. Sarah - The First of the Matriarch

A. The Daughter of Haran, the Wife of Avraham
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And Abram and Nahor took wives, the name of Abram’'s wife was Sarai; and the name of
Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah. But
Sarai was barren; she had no child. Genesis 11:29-30
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Terah had well forseen [through the predictive power of astrology] that Haran was destined (lit.
his mazal) to be burned and the destiny of his son Avraham was that the whole world would
become filled [with his progeny]. He didn't know whether that would be through male
descendants or female descendants. Sara was the daughter of Haran, as it says (Gen. 11:29),
“And Abram and Nahor took wives . ..” Iscah [the daughter of Haran] was [actually] Sarah. And
[eventually his vision was fulfilled] and the whole world became filled with [his progeny].
Midrash Tehilim 109
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Sarah [was a prophetess] as it is written, “The father of Milcah and the father of Yiscah,” and R.
Yitzchak said [on thig]: Yiscah is Sarah. And why was she called Yiscah? Because she discerned
[sakethah] by means of the Holy Spirit, as it says (Gen. 21:12), “In al that Sarah says unto you,
hearken to her voice.” Another explanation is. because all gazed [sakin] at her beauty.
Megilah 14a
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Saral is the same as Sarah. At first she became a princess to her own people, but later she became
aprincess to the entire world. Berachos 13a
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Another meaning of Ischah is an expression of “nobility” just as the name “Sarah” denotes
dominion. Rashi on Genesis 11:29
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[Sarah] was mentioned here by that name (Iscah) in order to explain why Avram and Nahor did
not take the sistersin order of their birth, Milcah, the first born to Avram the first born, and Sarai
to Nahor. [Even though the gemora in Perek Ben Sorer (Sanhedrin 69b) entertains the possibility
that Nahor was older than Avram, it was only stated as a possibility but according to the ssmple
meaning of the text, Avram was the first born.] The reason is that Sarah was Iscah and she saw
through the Holy Spirit that she was the one who was worthy to be the wife of Avram. [Thisis
similar to Rav Chisda' s daughter’s prediction that she would be married to Rava and Rami bar
Chama.] It was for this reason that the order was inverted and Nahor took Milcah. For this reason
it is not written, “the daughters of Haran”, for Avram didn’'t marry Sarah because she was the
daughter of Haran, the deceased, but because of the Holy Spirit. Whereas Nahor married Milcah
because she was the daughter of the deceased Haran. Sefer Haamek Davar to Gen. 11:29
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B. Influencing the World
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Avraham and Sarah were both filled with good deeds, as it says (Gen. 12:5), “. . . and the souls
which they made in Haran.” This teaches us that Avraham would convert the men and Sarah
would convert the women. Midrash BaMidbar Rabbah 14:10
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And the souls which they made in Haran: Rabbi Hunia said: Avraham would convert the men
and Sarah the women. What is the meaning of the phrase, “which they made in Haran”? This
teaches us that our Patriarch Avraham would bring them to his home, feed them, give them to
drink, show them love, bring them close [to G-d], and convert them and bring them under the
wings of the Shechina. We learn from this that anyone who brings another person under the
wings of the Shechina is considered as if he created him, formed him, and completed him.
Midrash Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:22

C. Prophecy and the Holy Spirit
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The name Sarai is asaresult of [her relationship with] Avraham. The name, “Iscah” was not as a
result of [her relationship with] Avraham, for Avraham was secondary to her in prophecy (Rashi
Gen. 21:12). For that reason the name, “Iscah” is [mentioned] in conjunction with her father.
Thisis an amazing ideato one who understands it. Sefer Gur Aryeh to Gen. 11:29
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“And G-d said to Abraham, Let it not be grievous in your sight because of the lad, and because
of your slave; in all that Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for in Isaac shall your seed
be called.” (Genesis 21:12) From here we can deduce that Avraham was inferior to Sarah in
prophecy. Midrash Shemos Rabbah 1:1
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Rabbi Y ehuda b. Rabbi Simon and Rabbi Y ochanon in the name of Rabbi Elazar b. Rabbi Simon
said: The Holy One, blessed be He, never directly communicated with a woman with the
exception of that tzaddekes (righteous woman i.e. Sarah) and even that was only because of an
incident. Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 20:6
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One needs to understand the statement of our Sages that Avraham was inferior to Sarah in
prophecy. [On the surface] it seems incredible. How could it be that such a great man with whom
G-d spoke on numerous occasions should be inferior to Sarah with whom G-d only directly
communicated once, i.e. the statement (Gen. 18:15), “And He said, No; you did laugh!” The
commentaries in Midrash Rabbah explain that it was a direct communication from G-d [rather
than it being the words of Avraham]. [The answer is that] he was inferior to her [not in direct
prophecy but] rather in possessing the Holy Spirit (Ruach haKodesh), as they are two distinct
phenomena. The Holy Spirit is the product of isolation and meditation wherein the Holy Spirit
comes over a person and the person experiences an [inspired] knowledge of what he is seeing.
G-d, however, did not directly speak with him. Prophecy, [on the other hand,] is a much greater
and overwhelming experience, as we have explained [in the past]. King David merited both. He
said (Samuel 1l 23:2), “The spirit of the L-rd spoke by me, and His word was in my tongue.”
“The spirit of the L-rd” is referring to the Holy Spirit which influences one's own speech. “And
His word was in my tongue” is referring to actual prophecy. Avraham was greater than Sarah in
regards to [actual] prophecy. In regards to the Holy Spirit, however, Sarah was superior to our
forefather Avraham. The cause of this is two fold. One was that Avraham, through his
righteousness would guide the world and direct them to serve G-d, asit is written (Gen. 23:6), “.
.. you are a G-dly prince among us . . .” and, as will be explained further on, someone who is
involved with the masses does not have such an ability to isolate himself and meditate. Whereas
Sarah, sat in her tent with sanctity and purity. The second reason is that the Holy Spirit can only
take effect when the person experiences the joy of a mitzva. Sarah excelled exceedingly in her
great faith, feeling extremely secure, [without any fear], as it is evident from the Midrash
[Beraishis] Rabbah (see ibid. 41:2), when she told our forefather Avraham, “You [left your
home] on the basis of an express promise. | [left] because of my faith.” Someone who bases
themselves on a promise [realizes its limitations, as| the statement of our Sages of blessed
memory is well known, “Thereis no [true] promise for the righteous in this world as there exists
the possibility that they will sin [and the the promise will be null and void]. . ..” Whereas Sarah,
whose faith was strong, and needed no promise, never experienced sadness throughout her life
and [as aresult] wasimmersed in the Holy Spirit. Sefer Haamek Davar, Gen. 23:1
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D. Sarah’s Beauty
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[She was called Iscah] because all gazed [sokhin] at her beauty. Megilah 14a
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And it came to pass, when he came near to enter to Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, Behold
now, | know that you are a pretty woman to look upon (y' fas mareh); Therefore it shall come to
pass, when the Egyptians shall see you, that they shall say, Thisis hiswife; and they will kill me,
but you they will keep alive. Genesis 12:11-12
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The Rabbis taught: There have been four women of unsurpassed beauty in the world - Sarah,
Rahab, Abigail and Esther. According to the one who says that Esther was sallow, Vashti should
beinserted in place of Esther. Megilah 15a
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R. Banaah said: | discerned his [Adam's] two heels, and they were like two orbs of the sun.
Compared with Sarah, all other people are like a monkey to a human being, and compared with
Eve, Sarah was like a monkey to a human being, and compared with Adam, Eve was like a
monkey to a human being, and compared with the Shechinah, Adam was like a monkey to a
human being. Bava Basra 58a
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And Sarah was a hundred and twenty seven years old; these were the years of the life of Sarah.
Genesis23:1
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And Sarah was a hundred and twenty seven yearsold: The reason the word shana - year was
written by every item [in the Hebrew text] was to tell you that each term is to be interpreted
separately. At one hundred: she was like twenty as regards sin; just as a twenty year old girl is
without sin, for she is not liable [at that age] to punishment, so too, at one hundred, Sarah was
without sin. And at twenty, she was like seven as regards to beauty. Rashi I bid.
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At twenty, she was like seven as regards to beauty: [This statement poses a difficulty:] Why
does Scripture praise her for her beauty, isn’'t it written (Proverbs 31:30), “Charm is deceitful,
and beauty is vain; but a woman who fears the L-rd shall be praised”? It would seem that
Scripture is only discussing [her] beauty due to the fact that man is made up of two parts: body
and soul. Scripture is informing us that she was perfect in both areas without any flaw, i.e. both
on the physical level [and the spiritual level]. At twenty she was like seven. Now since such
extraordinary beauty is not natural, it is indicative of a pure and bright body without any
impurities. . . . The fact that at a hundred she was like twenty is indicative of her spiritual
heights. Behold she was perfect in al areas. Sefer Gur Aryeh ibid.
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It is a dight to the King because a man is made in the likeness of His image and Israel are His
children. This may be likened to two twin brothers who resembled each other; one became aking
while the other was seized as a criminal and was hanged. Whoever saw him exclaimed: The king
is hanged! Rashi to Deuteronomy 21:23
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The Shechinah rests only on a wise man, a strong man, a weathy man and a tall man.
Shabbos 92a
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Because these special qualities, being strong, wise, and wealthy, are qualities that are held in
high esteem by humanity, . . . it is only fitting that a prophet, who is the emissary of G-d, should
not lack them. M ahar sha to Nedarim 38a
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It has been taught: “And the priest that is highest among his brethren . . .” (Leviticus 21:10) That
means he should be highest among his brethren in strength, in beauty, in wisdom, and in riches.
Yoma 18a
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. The Specia Qualities of the Matriarchs

A. The Prophecy of the Matriarchs
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(Chronicles| 16:22) “. . . do not do any harm to my prophets.” Thisis referring to the Matriarchs
who were prophetesses. Rabbi Y udin said in the name of Rabbi Yitzchak: [Regarding the verse)]
(Gen. 27:42), “And these words of Esau, her elder son, were told to Rivkah.” Who told her?
Behold he only thought it to himself (lit. his heart), as it says (ibid. 41), “. . . Esau said in his
heart . . .” Rather, the Holy Spirit communicated it to her. Midrash Tehilim 105
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This time will my husband be joined with me. (Gen. 29:34) Since the Matriarchs were
prophetesses, and knew that twelve tribes would issue from Jacob and that he would marry four
women, she said, “From now on he can find no fault with me, for | have assumed my full portion
in giving him children.” Rashi to Genesis 29:34
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This time | will praise (Gen. 29:35) for | have received more than my share, from now on |
must praise. Rashi to Gen. 29:35
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R. Yochanan further said in the name of R. Shimon b. Yohai: From the day that the Holy One,
blessed be He, created His world there was no man that praised the Holy One, blessed be He,
until Leah came and praised Him. For it is said (Gen. 29:35), “This time will | praise the Lord.”
Reuben. [What is the meaning of “Reuben”?] R. Eleazar said: Leah said: See the difference
between my son and the son of my father-in-law. The son of my father-in-law voluntarily sold
his birthright, for it is written: And he sold his birthright unto Jacob. And, nonetheless, behold, it
is written of him (Gen. 27:41), “And Esau hated Jacob,” and it is aso written: “And he said, is
not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two times.” (Ibid. 36) My son,
however, although Joseph took his birthright from him against his will as it is written (lbid.
Chronicles 1 5:1), “But, for as much as he defiled his father's couch, his birthright was given unto
the sons of Joseph,” - was not jealous of him. For it is written (Gen. 37:21), “And Reuben heard

it, and delivered him out of their hand.” Berachos 7b
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The L-rd add to me another son (Gen. 30:24): [Rachel] knew through prophecy that Jacob is
destined to establish only twelve tribes. She said, “May it be His will that the one whom he is
destined to establish shall be from me.” Rashi to Genesis 30:24
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In the first chapter of Megilah (14a) there isalist of seven prophetesses. Leah and Rachel are not
numbered in that list. The reason is that the list in [the tractate Megilah] only enumerates those
whose prophecy is explicity stated in Scripture. Sarah is called Iscah (Gen. 11:29) because she
was able to see [clairvoyantly] through the Holy Spirit. In addition it is stated (Ibid. 21:12), “. . .
al that Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; . . .” From here did we deduce that Avraham
was inferior to her in prophecy. The prophecy of Rachel and Leah, however, even though they
are evident from a careful analysis of Scripture, are not written [expressly]. . . . Sefer Gur
Aryeh to Genesis 29:34

B. The Beauty of the Matriarchs
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And the girl (Rebekah - Rivkah) had a very beautiful appearance (tovas mareh m'od), a virgin,
and no man had known her; and she went down to the well, and filled her water jar, and came up.
Genesis24:16

IRP—ND? 71077 21777 NIDT ARG 1YY D7 7ILRpD oW IRY 77737 oW N2 YR 1279 (2
P-TO:WD MYRT XD DD

And Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was
Rachel. Leah had soft (weak) eyes, but Rachel was beautifully formed and had a beautiful
appearance (yifas to-ar vifas mareh). Genesis 29:16-17
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Soft (weak): Comely . . . And there is no need to check out the body of a bride whose eyes are
comely (Taanis 24a). Dark colored eyes are not as comely as light colored eyes. Beautifully
formed: Thisis similar to the [expression found in Isaiah 44:13], “. . . and he marks [the form]
with the compass ...” Thisisreferring to the form of the nose, the forehead, the mouth and the
cheeks. A beautiful appearance: White and reddish [complexion]. Rashbam ibid.
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Beautifully formed and had a beautiful appearance (yifas to-ar vifas mareh): The
explanation is that there are two aspects of beauty: One regarding every individual body part
such as the eyes, nose, forehead, and neck, . . . . and secondly there is the overall appearance of
the face and body. For this reason is it stated, “[Rachel] was beautifully formed and had a
beautiful appearance,” because she was beautiful in every particular body part as well asin her
overall appearance. Another possible explanation is that [the phrase] “beautifully formed” is to
be understood literally. The phrase, “a beautiful appearance” means that she had charm (chein)
that made her attractive to all that saw her. Sefer Ohr HaChaim ibid.
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The birthright, should have emanated from Rachel, as it is written (Genesis 37:2), “These are the
generations of Jacob, Joseph,” but Leah anticipated [her with her prayers for] mercy. On
account, [however], of the modesty, which was characteristic of Rachel, the Holy One, blessed
be He, restored it to her. What [was it that caused] Leah to anticipate her with [her supplications
for] mercy? It is written (Genesis 29:17), “And the eyes of Leah were weak.” What [is meant by]
weak (rakkos)? If it is suggested [that the meaning is that her eyes were] actualy weak, [is this,
it may be asked,] conceivable? [If] Scripture did not speak disparagingly of an unclean animal,
for it iswritten (Ibid. 7:8), “. . . of the clean beasts, and of the beasts that are not clean,” [would)]
Scripture speak disparagingly of the righteous? - But, said R. Eleazar, [the meaning of rakkos is]
that her bounties were extensive (arukhos). Rav said: [Her eyes were] indeed actually weak, but
that was no disgrace to her but a credit; for at the crossroads she heard people saying: Rebecca
has two sons, [and] Laban has two daughters; the elder [daughter should be married] to the elder
[son] and the younger [daughter should be married] to the younger [son]. And she sat at the
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crossroads and inquired, “How does the elder one conduct himself?” And the answer came that
he was] a wicked man, a highway robber. “How does the younger man conduct himself?” “A
quiet man dwelling in tents” And she wept until her eyelashes dropped. And this accounts for the
Scriptural text (Ibid. 29:31), “And the L-rd saw that Leah was hated.” What [could be the
meaning of] “hated”? If it is suggested [that it means that she was| actually hated, [surely] it may
be retorted, is this] conceivable? [If] Scripture did not speak disparagingly of an unclean animal,
[would] it speak disparagingly of the righteous? But the [meaning is this]: The Holy One,
blessed be He, saw that Esau's conduct was hateful to her, so he opened her womb. Bava Basra
123a
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Leah was predisposed to being the object of compassion. This special quality of hers was
decisive against Rachel’s natura advantage. The compassion for Leah is as is explained
afterwards, “What [is meant by] weak (rakkos)?’ The explanation is that He gave Leah extensive
bounties (arukhos). Hashem gave her these bounties because Leah was hated. Therefore as an act
of compassion He gave these extensive bounties, the gifts [which are the entitlements of the]
Priesthood, Levitehood, and royalty. The highest gifts were given to her and for that reason she
was given the first born. That which is stated, “the eyes of Leah were weak,” is to be understood
that because they were weak, she was given extensive bounties. Because she was not given a
perfect body, as Leah's eyes were weak, and the eyes, the organ of sight, which are normally the
most vital of the body, in her case were weak, she was granted perfection in the bounties of
spirituality, i.e. Priesthood, Levitehood, and royalty. For when the physical powers are weak, the
spiritual powers are stronger. It is for that reason that because her eyes were weak she was
granted an extensive spiritual bounty. Maharal of Prague, Chidushei Agados Bava Basra
123a
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Regarding the verse (Gen. 29:17), “Rachel was beautifully formed and had a beautiful
appearance (yifas to-ar vifas mareh),” [the question is asked:] Behold King Solomon, of blessed
memory, said at the end of Proverbs (31:30), “Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain; but a
woman who fears the L-rd shall be praised.” The truth is that Scripture praises the Matriarchs in
regards to their charm and beauty. Even Rivka is referred to in Scripture (ibid. 24:16) as having
“had a very beautiful appearance.” Of necessity the explanation of the verseis as follows: Charm
is deceitful and beauty is vain when they are not combined with the fear of the L-rd. They are
like a “jewel of gold in a swine's snout (nose)” (Proverbs 11:22). A G-d fearing woman,
however, “shall be praised,” (ibid. 31:30) [not only for her fear of G-d but also for] the charm
and beauty [which she possesses]. With this approach we can also explain the verse (Jeremiah
9:22-23), “Thus says the L-rd, ‘ Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, nor let the mighty man
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches; But let him who glories glory in this,
that he understands and knows Mg, that | am the L-rd who exercises loving kindness, justice, and
righteousness, in the earth; for in these things | delight,” saysthe L-rd.” There are many points in
these verses upon which one can elaborate. According to the above, however, one can say that
the following is the explanation: One shouldn’t glory in [having] wisdom, might or riches by
themselves. “But let him who glories glory” i.e. in these things, when he [also] understands and
knows Me. In other words, when he knows how to correctly act with his wealth, might, and
wisdom, so that everything that he does is for the purpose of [enhancing] the name of Heaven,
[then he can glory in his special gifts]. The Gaon of Vilna, Sefer Kol Eliyahu

C. The Modesty of the Matriarchs
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And they said to him, Where is Sarah your wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. Genesis 18:9
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Behold sheisin thetent: Sheis modest. Rashi ibid.
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(Psalms 128:3), “Y our wife shall be like afruitful vine. ..” When will your wife be as a fruitful
vine? When she will be modestly sheltered “in the recesses of your house . . .” Then “your
children like olive shoots [around your table].” Similarly we find by Sarah (Gen. 18:9), “And he
said, ‘Behold, sheisin thetent.’ And he said, ‘I will certainly return to you at this season; and,
lo, Sarah your wife shall haveason.”” Midrash Tehilim 128
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"Blessed above women shall Yad the wife of Heber the Kenite be, blessed shall she be above
women in the tent.” (Judges 5:24) Who are the women in the tent? Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel and
Leah. Nazir 23b
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Who are the women in the tent? Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel and Leah. Regarding Sarah it is
written (Genesis 18:9), “Behold, sheisin the tent.” Regarding Rivkah it is written (Gen. 24:67),
“And Yitzchak brought her to his mother Sarah’s tent, [and took Rebekah, and she became his
wife.]” Regarding Rachel and Leah it is written (Gen. 31:33), “[And Laban went into Jacob’s
tent, and into Leah’s tent, and into the two maidservants’ tents; but he found them not.] Then he
went out from Leah’s tent, and entered into Rachel’ stent.” Tosephos ibid.

D. The Unbroken Chain
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And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she has
also born children to your brother Nahor; Utz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the
father of Aram, And Kesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and Bethuel. And Bethuel
fathered Rebekah; these eight Milcah did bear to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. And his concubine,
whose name was Reumah, she bore also Tebah, and Gaham, and Thahash, and Maachah.
Genesis 22:20-24
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“The sun shines and the sun sets.” (Ecclesiastes 1:5) Rabbi Abba bar Kahana said: Don’'t we
know ourselves that the sun shines and sets? Rather [it teaches us that] the Holy One, blessed be
He, does not set the sun of one tzaddik (righteous person) before making the sun of another
tzaddik shine. . . . Before the Holy One, blessed be He, set the sun of Sarah, he made the the sun
of Rivkah shine. First [we read:] “Behold, Milcah, she has also born children [to your brother
Nahor],” and afterwards [we read:] “And Sarah was a hundred [and twenty seven years old;
these were the years of the life of Sarah].” Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 58:2
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And Isaac brought her to his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife;
and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother’ s death. Genesis 24:67
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And Yitzchak brought her to hismother Sarah’stent: Aslong as Sarah was dlive, there was a
cloud that gathered at the entrance of her tent. When she died the cloud ceased. As soon as
Rivkah came, the cloud returned. As long as Sarah was alive, her doors were wide open [to
receive guests]. When she died this hospitality ceased. As soon as Rivkah came, this hospitality
returned. As long as Sarah was alive, there was a blessing that was sent [from Heaven] in her
dough. When she died this blessing ceased. As soon as Rivkah came, this blessing returned. As
long as Sarah was alive, alamp was lit on the eve of Shabbos and remained lit to the eve of the
next Shabbos. When she died this [miracle of the] lamp ceased. As soon as Rivkah came, it
returned. Because Yitzchak saw that she acted like his mother, i.e. she separated her Challah in
ritual purity and she separated her dough in ritual purity, Yitzchak immediately brought her into
histent. Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 60:16

V. Infertility
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R. Yitzchak stated: Our forefather Yitzchak was barren; for it is said (Gen. 25:21), “And Isaac
(Yitzchak) entreated the L-rd opposite his wife.” It does not say “for his wife” but opposite. This
teaches that both were barren. If so, “And the L-rd let Himself be entreated of him” should have
read, “And the L-rd let Himself be entreated of them”? Because the prayer of a righteous man
the son of arighteous man is not like the prayer of arighteous man the son of a wicked man. R.
Yitzchak stated: Why were our ancestors barren? - Because the Holy One, blessed be He, longs
to hear the prayer of the righteous. Y evamos 64a
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R. Ammi stated: Abraham and Sarah were originally tumtumin (i.e. someone whose genital area
is covered with amembrane); for it issaid (Isaiah 51:1), “Look unto the rock whence you were
hewn and to the hole of the pit whence you were digged,” and this is followed by the text (ibid.
2), “Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bore you.” R. Nahman stated in the
name of Rabbah b. Abbuha: Our mother Sarah was an eilenis (i.e. a woman with male properties
and was incapable of procreation); for it is said (Gen. 11:30), “And Sarai was barren; she had no
valad,” which impliesthat she had not even awomb (beis V' lad). I bid.
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[The reason that] Avraham and Sarah [were tumtumin (i.e. the genital area was covered with a
membrane)] was that the nation of Israel, which sprang forth from them, is a new entity [which
didn't exist at the dawn of civilization]. It is well known that Hashem brings everything into
actuality and therefore, Avraham and Sarah were tumtumin, which is something which cannot on
its own actualize, [i.e. it is tumtum, covered and unable to function]. Hashem [in a new act of
semi-creation] is the one who brought it out into being. This state [of infertility] is even more
than that of a akor (infertile), for an akor [has his or hers genitalia fully formed but] cannot have
children. A tumtum [whose genital area is covered] is absolutely not fit to bear children until
Hashem himself actualizes his or her potential of fertility. Rabbi Yermiah added that Sarah was
an eilinis. [The derivation of the term is] that an elyil (literally ram) implies power, for a woman
who gives birth is referred to as (see Isaiah 66:8), “she labored (chalah - literally became sickly)
and she brought forth her children” It is a word which is related to challal (a corpse). One who
doesn’'t give birth is called an eilinis (i.e. the strong one) for sheis not in a position to be affected
[by the birth process]. [This word was chosen as] Sarah was not at al fit to give birth. It was
Hashem, himself, who made her awoman [in the full sense of the term] through prayer. Therule
is that Hashem himself will intervene and bring forth a new entity into the world when such a
thing is close to Hashem, [as in the case of] Avraham and Sarah who were the founders of the
nation of Israel. That is why R. Ammi maintained that Avraham was a tumtum who couldn’t
actually have children. According to Rav Nachman, Sarah was an eilinis who wasn't fit to bear
children. This is less fertile than a tumtum, whose membrane can be torn away, [revealing the
genitals]. An eilinisis not at al fit to bear children. This was done because Hashem desires and
craves the prayers of the righteous (tzaddikim). In other words, all that the righteous have [in this
world] is [given] directly through Hashem. Think deeply into this. For that reason is it written,
“Look unto to the rock whence you were hewn.” Commentary of Maharal to Yevamos 64a
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He givesthe barren woman a home, and makes her a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!
(Psalms 113:9) “He gives the barren woman a home,” is referring to Sarah, as it says (Gen.
11:30), “. . . and Sarai was barren . . .” “. . . and makes her a joyful mother of children,” is
referring to “. . . that Sarah should suckle children?’” (Gen. 21:7) Another explanation: “He
gives the barren woman a home,” is referring to Rivkah [of whom it is written] (Gen. 25:21),

“... because shewasbarren...” “. .. and makes her ajoyful mother of children,” isreferring to
(ibid. 22) “And the children struggled together inside her; . . .” Another explanation: “ He gives
the barren woman a home,” isreferring to Leah, asit says (Gen. 29:31), “And when the L-rd saw
that Leah was hated . . .” “. .. and makes her ajoyful mother of children,” isreferringto “. . . he
opened her womb.” (ibid.) Another explanation: “. . . and makes her a joyful mother of
children,” is referring to Rachel. “. . . and makes her ajoyful mother of children,” is referring to
“And G-d remembered Rachel, and G-d listened to her, and opened her womb.” Midrash
Shmuel Parshah 6

V. Hebron - The City of Giants
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And Sarah was a hundred and twenty seven years old; these were the years of the life of Sarah.
And Sarah died in Kiriath-Arba; which is Hebron in the land of Canaan; and Abraham came to
mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. Genesis 23:1-2
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And they ascended by the south, and came to Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the
sons of Anak, were. Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt. Numbers 13:22
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And the name of Hebron before was Kiriath-Arba; this Arba was the biggest man among the
Anakim. Joshua 14:15
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. . . the biggest man among the Anakim: The name of the father of Ahiman, Sheshai, and
Talmai was Arba. Another explanation: This name (Arba - which means four) derives from the
[four giants,] the father and the three sons, as he cals them (Numbers 13:22), “the sons of
Anak.” Rashi ibid.
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... the biggest man among the Anakim: This means that in comparison to the Anakim (giants)
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he was considered the greatest and the one with the highest stature. M etzudos T zion
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And to Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a part among the children of Judah, according to the
commandment of the L-rd to Joshua, the city of Arbathe father of Anak, this city is Hebron. And
Caleb drove from there the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai, the children of
Anak. Joshua 15:13-14
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Now Hebron was built seven years [before Zoan]. “Is it possible that Ham built Hebron for
Canaan his youngest son before he built Zoan for Mizraim his oldest son? However [it denotes]
that it was built up (i.e. it was more fruitful in al good things) seven times as much as Zoan, and
it comes to inform you of the praise of the land of Israel etc.” This is a quote from Rashi’s
commentary. What seems correct in my eyes, [however,] according to the simple meaning of the
text, regarding [the fact] that Hebron is the city of Arba, is that the name of the greatest of the
Anakim (giants) was Arba. He was the one who built the city and for that reason it was called
after his name. This is what is meant by the verse (Joshua 14:15), “And the name of Hebron
before was Kiriath-Arba; this Arba was the biggest man among the Anakim.” This man begat a
son whose name was Anak. It was on his name the Anakim are called. For that reason it is stated
in Scripture (Numbers 13:22) that in Hebron were Ahiman, Sheshal, and Talmai, the sons of
Anak, and Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt. [The verse] istelling us that Arba
built it for his son Anak seven years before Zoan was in Egypt, that it is an ancient [city]. This
tells us about the extraordinary longevity of these men. Just as they were extraordinary in their
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height, so too did they surpass al men in their longevity, for Hebron was built on behalf of their
father, before Zoan was built in Egypt, and they outlived the many generations from then until
the present time (of the incident with the meraglim - spies). It is quite plausible that [this verse]
isalso hinting, in conjunction with the verse (ibid. 20), “And what the land is, whether it is fat or
lean,” that [although] Hebron is very ancient, it is still producing lush and large fruit, as it was
told regarding the cluster. Most certainly, then, that the fruit of newly cultivated land would be
even more succulent. It is possible that Arba, was [actually] the father of Ahiman, Sheshal, and
Talmai, and because there were four altogether they called him Arba (four in Hebrew). The verse
that says (Joshua 15:13), “. . . the city of Arbathe father of Anak, this city is Hebron,” means the
father of the Anakim (giants - rather than an indivual by the name of Anak). For that reason it
says, “Anak” and “sons of Anak”, referring to the greatest of them, as it says (Joshua 14:15),
“[this Arba was] the biggest man among the Anakim.” That is why the definite article “hal” is
used (“the” Anak, i.e. the greatest of the Anakim). They are called Anakim because of the beauty
of their height, for they are Anakim (necklaces) on the necks of humanity. Thisis similar to the
B’nai E-lohim mentioned in Seder Beraishis (Genesis), as | explained there (ibid. 6:4). And this
is the meaning of the verse, “Now Hebron was built” by this Anak (giant) “seven years before
Zoan in Egypt,” Now since the builder of Hebron was known and famous, as well as the city,
Kiryas Arba, the town of Arba, it says, “it was built” [in the passive without nameing the
builder]. Or it could mean that it was built for those previously mentioned, as Arba, their father,
built it for them. Behold, [if it was built expressly for them,] that they lived a very long time
from the time it was built until the present [when the verse was written]. Commentary of
Ramban to Numbers 13:22
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“[And they ascended by the south, and came to Hebron;] where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmal,
the sons of Anak, were. Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt,” (Numbers
13:22) and was a fortified city and there was concern that they (those sent by Moshe) would be
suspected as being spies. In any case, it is clear that the statement of the spies, that they saw
giants and fortified cities, was not entirely true, for only in Hebron were there giants. For this
reason the sentence is carefully worded, “where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the sons of Anak,
were.” But no where else did they see giants. Also the statement that they saw fortified cities
also only applied to Hebron. And so as not to infer that just like Hebron had a fortified city so
too were they al like that, Scripture states, “Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in
Egypt.” For at that time the descendants of Shem lived there and it was they who established it as
afortified city. That was in antiquity. The Canaanites, however, who conquered the land from
the Semites, were not in the custom of living in fortified cities. Commentary of Malbim 13:22
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And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spoke to the Hittites, saying, | am a stranger
and a sojourner with you; give me possession of a burying place with you, that | may bury my
dead out of my sight. And the Hittites answered Abraham, saying to him, Hear us, my lord; you
are a mighty prince among us; in the choice of our tombs bury your dead; none of us shall
withhold from you his tomb, that you may bury your dead. And Abraham stood up, and bowed to
the people of theland, to the Hittites. Genesis 23:3-7
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It makes sense, however, that at the time of Avraham it was called Hebron and at the same time
it was also called Mamre, the name of the one who had made a covenant with Avraham. At a
later date, when Arba and his Anakim conquered it, it was called by his name. When the children
of Israel came and reconquered it, they restored it back to the name that it was called at the time
of the Patriarchs. Commentary of HaGaon R. David Tzvi Hoffman to Gen. 23
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Mamreh the city of Arba. (Genesis 35:27) R. Yitzchak explained: The city of the four couples:
Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, |saac and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah. Eiruvin 53a

VI.  Machpelah: Sarah’s Final Resting Place
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And he talked with them, saying, If your mind is that | should bury my dead out of my sight;
hear me, and entreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar. That he may give me the cave of
Machpelah, which he has, which is in the end of his field; for as much money as it is worth he
shall give it me as a possession of a burying place amongst you. And Ephron lived among the
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Hittites; and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the Hittites, of all who went
in at the gate of his city, saying, No, my lord, hear me; the field | give to you, and the cavethat is
init, 1 give it to you; in the presence of the sons of my people | give it to you; bury your dead.
And Abraham bowed down before the people of the land. And he spoke to Ephron in the hearing
of the people of the land, saying, But if you will give it, | beg you, hear me; | will give you
money for the field; take it from me, and | will bury my dead there. And Ephron answered
Abraham, saying to him, My lord, listen to me; the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver.
What is that between you and me? Bury therefore your dead. And Abraham listened to Ephron;
and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had named in the hearing of the Hittites,
four hundred shekels of silver, current money among the merchants. And the field of Ephron,
which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was in it, and
al the trees that were in the field, that were in al the borders around, were made over to
Abraham for a possession in the presence of the Hittites, before all who went in at the gate of his
city. And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah before
Mamre; the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan. And the field, and the cave that isin it, were
made over to Abraham for a possession of a burying place by the Hittites. Genesis 23:13-20

B.

Dom 0°PIYM 1AW NIMIPK TWHW 11°%1 390 D7 7297 1PY PIRY 1n0°152 HRIWSW 0D HY a8

91 ,%2°9 979 ,0°193 90 ,19930 ,77 99RY ,A05 1223p T DY 070k XA WK ,NIMIpHT IRY

01593 97 /937 077X IR WK 7IWR 20093 ,73pRR 077aKD IRD 2IN5W XIT 11130 I

NP5 PR 177 (3% NPwRI3) 1°9Y 29037 ,75K%32 77907 105y 11939 03 1IN0 oww 930y 9
AW »N2 13°27 7937 7137 DR 71T 177 (7 2 PRIMW) 2IN5W XIT L0 A7 7700

Even though Israel acquired the bulk of the land when they first entered en masse, through
conquest, we find three places, the finest of them al, which they acquired through the payment
of silver. They are Hebron, Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal, and Mount Moriah. Regarding
Hebron it is written (Gen. 23:20), “. . . to Abraham for a possession,” and (Gen. 25:10), “The
field which Abraham purchased.” Regarding Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal, where we made a
covenant and accepted upon ourselves the entire Torah, it is written (Gen. 33:19), “And he
bought a parcel of afield, [where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor,
Shechem’s father, for a hundred pieces of money.” Regarding Mount Moriah it is written
(Samuel 11 24:24), “. . . So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of
silver.” The Commentary of Rabbainu Bachya, | bid.



