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THE LIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons
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Therefore every single person is obliged to say: The world was created for my sake.
Sanhedrin 37a
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Therefore everyoneis required to say: When will my actions reach [the heights of] the
actions of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? For they acquired [their portion in] thisworld and
the next only because of their good deeds and the study of Torah. Midrash TanaD'Vai
Eliyahu Chapter 23
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AkaviaBen Mahalel said: Apply thy mind to three things and thou wilt not come into the
power of sin: know whence thou camest, and whither thou art going, and before whom
thou art destined to give an account and reckoning. Whence camest thou? - From a fetid
drop. Whither art thou going? - To a place of dust, of worm and of maggot. Before
whom art thou destined to give an account and reckoning? - Before the King of kings, the
Holy One blessed be He. Avos Chapter 3:1
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R. Yaakov said: Thisworld islikened to a vestibule before the World to Come. Prepare
thyself in the vestibule so that thou may enter the banqueting hall. He used to say: More
beautiful is one hour spent in repentence and good deeds in this world than all of the life
of the World to Come. And more beautiful is one hour of spiritual blissin the World to
Comethan al of the pleasures of thisworld. Avos4:16, 17
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The end of the matter, all having been heard: fear G-d, and keep his commandments, for
thisis the whole man. What means, ‘ For thisis the whole man’? — R. Elazar says. The
Holy One, blessed be He, says: The whole world was created for his sake only. R. Abba
b. Kahana says: Heis equal in value to the whole world. R. Shimeon b. * Azzai says
(some say, R. Shimon b. Zoma says): The whole world was created as a satellite for him.
Berachos 6b
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He also used to say: Beloved isman in that he was created in theimage of G-d. Itisa
mark of superabundant love that it was made known to him that he was created in the
image of G-d, asitissaid: For in theimage of G-d did He make man. Beloved are Israel
in that they are called children of the al-present. It was a mark of superabundant love
that it was made known to them that they were called children of the all present, asitis
said: you are children of the L-rd your G-d. Avos 3:14
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R. Avdimi from Haifa said: Since the day when the Temple was destroyed, prophecy has
been taken from the prophets and given to the wise. Is then awise man not also a
prophet? — What he meant was this: Although it has been taken from the prophets, it has
not been taken from the wise. Amemar said: A wise man is even superior to a prophet, as
it says, And a prophet has a heart of wisdom. Who is compared with whom? Is not the
smaller compared with the greater? Abaye said: The proof [that prophecy has not been
taken from the wisg] is that a great man makes a statement, and the same is then reported
in the name of another great man. Bava Basra 12a
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Before whom art thou destined to give an account and reckoning? - Before the King of
kings, the Holy One blessed be He. Avos Chapter 3:1
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Beloved are Isragl isthat adesirable instrument was given to them. It was amark of
superabundant love that it was made known to them that the desirable instrument,
wherewith the world had been created was given to them, asit issaid: For | giveyou a
good doctrine. Forsake not My teaching. Avos 3:14
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He used to say: The born are destined to die, the dead to brought to life, and the living to
be judged; it istherefore for them to know and to make known so that it become known
that He is G-d, He the fashioner, He the creator, He the discerner, He the judge, He the
witness, He the complainant, and that He is of a certainty to judge, Blessed be He, before
whom there is no unrighteousness, nor forgetting, nor respect of persons, nor taking of
bribes, for all isHis. And know that all is according to the reckoning. And let not thy evil
inclination assure thee that the grave is a place of refuge for thee; for without thy will
wast thou fashioned, without thy will wast thou born, without thy will live thou, without
thy will wilt thou die, and without thy will art thou of a certainty to give an account and
reckoning before the King of kings, the Holy One blessed be He. Avos 4:22



