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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What were the circumstances that forced Rabbi Shimon
into hiding?

2.  Inwhat year did this occur?
3.  Describe the length and circumstances of his hiding.
4.  How did this experience affect him?

5.  What is Rabbi Shimon's position regarding the study of
Torah and the earning of aliving?

This and much more will be addressed in the sixth lecture of this
series: "The Fire of the Mystic".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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It was said that R. Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of disciples, from Gabbathato
Antipatris; and al of them died at the same time because they did not treat each other
with respect. The world remained desolate until R. Akiva came to our Mastersin the
South and taught the Torah to them. These were Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi
Yosel, Rabbi Shimon and R. Eleazar ben Shammua; and it was they who revived the
Torah at that time. A Tannataught: All of them died between Passover and Pentecost.
Rabbi Chama bar Abba or, it might be said, R. Chiyyabar Avin said: All of them died a
cruel death. What wasit? - Rav Nahman replied: Croup. Yevamos 62b
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Rabbi Chanania ben Chakinai was about to go away to the yeshiva towards the
conclusion of Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai's wedding. ‘Wait for me’, the latter said to him,
‘until 1 am able to join you'. He, however, did not wait for him but went away alone and
spent twelve years at the yeshiva. Kesubos 62b
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Rabbi Chanania ben Chakinai and Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai went to study Torah by
Rabbi Akiva. They stayed there for thirteen years. Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochai sent
correspondence home and knew what was happening in his house. Rabbi Chanina did not
send correspondence and [therefore] did not know. Midrash Vayikrah Rabbah 21:8
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Rabbi Bo said: Originally each and every one (Master) would appoint (give smichato)
his own disciple... Rabbi Akiva [appointed] Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Shimon. He said that
Rabbi Meir should sit first. The face of Rabbi Shimon changed colors. Rabbi Akiva said
to him: Itissufficient for you [to know] that | and your creator recognize your power.

Y erushalmi Sanhedrin 1:2
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Fivethings did R. Akiba charge R. Shimon b. Y ocha when he wasimmured in prison.
He [the latter] said to him, ‘Master, teach me Torah.” ‘1 will not teach you,” he replied. ‘ If
thou wilt not teach me,” said he, ‘I will tell my father Yocha and he will deliver thee to
the state’ ‘My son,” answered he, ‘more than the calf wishes to suck does the cow desire
to suckle.” Said heto him, *Yet who isin danger: surely the calf isin danger!” Said heto
him: ‘If you wish to be strangled, be hanged on alarge tree, and when you teach your
son, teach him from a corrected scroll.” (What isthat? Said Rava, — others state, R.
Mesharsheya: A new one, for once an error has entered, it remains.) * Do not cook in a pot
in which your neighbour has cooked.” (What does that mean? [Do not marry] adivorced
woman during her husband's lifetime. For a Master said: When a divorced man marries a
divorced woman, there are four minds in the bed. Alternatively, [it refers] evento a
widow, for not al fingers are alike). Enjoying the produce without interest is a good deed
and profitable investment. A religious deed which leaves the body pure is marrying a
woman when one [aready] has children. Pesachim 112a
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R. Shimon used to grind much and let out little. A Tanna[explained this to mean that] he
used to forget little, and what he let go from his mind was only the bran. So too said R.
Shimon to hisdisciples: My sons, learn my rules, since my rules are the cream of the
cream of R. Akivas. Gittin 67a
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R. Yochanan said: [ The author of] an anonymous Mishnah is R. Meir; of an anonymous
Tosefta, R. Nechemiah; of an anonymous [dictum in the] Sifra, R. Y ehudah; in the Sifre,
R. Shimon; and all are taught according to the views of R. Akiva. Sanhedrin 86a
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Did not Rav Y ehudah say in Rav's name: ‘May this man indeed be remembered for
blessing — his name is Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava; were it not for him, the laws of kenass
(court imposed fines) would have been forgotten in Isragl.” Forgotten? Then they could
have been learned. Rather, the correct reading is: these laws might have been abolished.
The reason is as follows: Once the wicked Government as an act of religious persecution,
decreed that whoever performed an ordination should be put to death, and whoever
received ordination should be put to death, the city in which the ordination took place
demolished, and the boundaries wherein it had been performed, uprooted. What did
Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bavado? He went and sat between two great mountains, [that lay]
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between two large cities; between the Sabbath boundaries of the cities of Ushaand
Shefaram and there ordained five elders: viz., Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi
Shimon, Rabbi Yosei and Rabbi Eliezer ben Shamua' . R. Avia adds also Rabbi Nechemia
in the list. As soon as their enemies discovered them he [Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava] urged
them: My children, flee.” They said to him, ‘What will become of thee, Rabbi? ‘I lie
before them like a stone which none [is concerned to] overturn,” he replied. It was said
that the enemy did not stir from the spot until they had driven three hundred iron
spear-heads into his body, making it like asieve. Sanhedrin 14a

Il. Return and Persecution
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Rabbi Y onain the name of Rabbi Chiyah bar Bo [said]: The following incident occurred.
Seven elders came to Bikaas Rimon in order to calculate and declare the intercal ated
year. Who were they? Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi Yosei, Rabbi Shimon, Rabbi
Nechemia, Rabbi Eliezer ben Y aakov, and Rabbi Y ochanon HaSandlar. Talmud
Yerushalmi Chagigah 3:1
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When the forced assimilation [brought about by Hadrian] eased, the Rabbis entered Usha.
Thisalist of those who entered: Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi Nechemia, Rabbi Meir, Rabbi
Yosel, Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai , Rabbi Eliezer the son of Rabbi Y osei HaGalilee, and
Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov. They sent to the elders of Galilee and said: Anyonewho is
[aready] learned let him come and learn [more] and anyone who is not learned may come
and learn. They entered and studied and accomplished all they needed to do. Shir
HaShirim Rabbah 2:5:3
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When our Rabbis entered the ‘vineyard' in Y avneh, Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi Eleazar son
of Rabbi Y osel andRabbi Shimon were present. Shabbos 33b
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Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi Yosel, and Rabbi Shimon were sitting, and Y ehudah, a son of
proselytes, was sitting near them. Rabbi Y ehudah commenced [the discussion] by
observing, ‘How fine are the works of this people! They have made streets, they have
built bridges, they have erected baths.” Rabbi Y osel was silent. Rabbi Shimon ben

Y ocha answered and said, ‘ All that they made they made for themselves; they built
market-places, to set harlots in them; baths, to rejuvenate themselves; bridges, to levy
tolls for them.” Now, Y ehudah the son of proselytes went and related their talk, which
reached the government. They decreed: Y ehudah, who exalted [us], shall be exalted,

Y osa, who was silent, shall be exiled to Sepphoris; Shimon, who censured, let him be
executed.

He and his son went and hid themselves in the Bais Hamidrash,[and] his wife brought
him bread and a mug of water and they dined. [But] when the decree became more severe
he said to his son, ‘Women are of unstable temperament: she may be put to the torture
and expose us.” So they went and hid in acave. A miracle occurred and a carob-tree and
awater well were created for them. They would strip their garments and sit up to their
necksin sand. The whole day they studied; when it was time for prayers they robed,
covered themselves, prayed, and then put off their garments again, so that they should not
wear out. Thus they dwelt twelve years in the cave. Then Eliyahu came and stood at the
entrance to the cave and exclaimed, Who will inform the son of Y ochai that the emperor
is dead and his decree annulled? So they emerged. Seeing a man ploughing and sowing,
they exclaimed, ‘ They forsake life eternal and engage in life temporal!” Whatever they
cast their eyes upon was immediately burnt up. Thereupon aHeavenly Echo came forth
and cried out, ‘Have ye emerged to destroy My world: Return to your cave!” So they
returned and dwelt there twelve months, saying, ‘ The punishment of the wicked in
Gehennais|[limited to] twelve months.” A Heavenly Echo then came forth and said, *Go
forth from your cave!’ Thusthey issued: wherever R. Eleazar wounded, Rabbi Shimon
healed. Said he to him, My son! You and | are sufficient for the world.” On the eve of
the Sabbath before sunset they saw an old man holding two bundles of myrtle and
running at twilight. ‘What are these for? they asked him. ‘ They are in honour of the
Sabbath,” he replied. ‘But one should suffice you'? Oneis for ‘Remember-" and one for
‘Observe.” Said he to his son, ‘ See how precious are the commandments to Isragl.’
Thereat their minds were tranquilized. Rabbi Phinchas ben Y aiir his son-in-law heard
[thereof] and went out to meet him. He took him into the baths and massaged his flesh.
Seeing the cleftsin his body he wept and the tears streamed from his eyes. *Woe to me
that | seeyou in such astate!’ he cried out. ‘Happy are you that you see me thus,” he
retorted, ‘for if you did not see me in such a state you would not find me thus [learned].’
For originally, when Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochai raised a difficulty, Rabbi Phinchas ben
Y air would give him thirteen answers, whereas subsequently when Rabbi Phinchas ben
Y air raised adifficulty, Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochai would give him twenty-four answers.
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Since amiracle has occurred, said he, let me go and amend something, for it iswritten,
and Jacob came whole [to the city of Shechem], which Rav interpreted. Bodily whole
[sound], financialy whole, and whole in hislearning. And he was gracious to the city.,
Rav said: Heinstituted coinage for them. Shmuel said: He instituted markets for them; R.
Y ochanan said: He instituted baths for them. |s there anything that requires amending? he
asked. There is a place of doubtful uncleanness, he wasinformed, and priests have the
trouble of going round it. Said he: Does any man know that there was a presumption of
cleanness here? A certain old man replied: Here [R. Y ochanan] b. Zakkai cut down
lupines of terumah. So he did likewise. Wherever it (the ground] was hard he declared it
clean, while wherever it was loose he, marked it out. Said that certain old man: The son
of Yochai has purified a cemetery! Said he: Had you not been with us, even if you have
been with us but did not vote, you might have said well. But now that you were with us
and voted with us, It will be said, [Even] whores paint one another; how much more so
scholarsl He cast his eye upon him, and he died. Then he went out into the street and saw
Y ehudah, the son of proselytes: ‘ That man is still in the world!” he exclaimed. He cast his
eyes upon him and he became a heap of bones. Shabbos 33b-34a
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Our Rabbis have taught: When our teachers entered the vineyard at Y avneh, there were
among them Rabbi Y ehudah and Rabbi Y osei and Rabbi Nechemiah and Rabbi Eliezer
the son of R. Y osei the Galilean. Berachos 63b
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Rabbi Shimon bar Y ochai and Rabbi Eleazer his son were hiding in a cave for thirteen
years because of [Roman] persecution. They [only] ate carobs and dates. At the end of
the thirteen years Rabbi Shimon bar Y ocha went out and sat at the entrance of the cave
[and] saw atrapper of birdswho was spreading his net to catch the birds. He then heard
a heavenly voice saying, "Compassion”, and the bird escaped. Another time he heard the
voice saying, "Execution”, and the bird was trapped. Rabbi Shimon remarked, "Even a
bird cannot be trapped without the decree of heaven. Most certainly then a human being
[cannot be put to death]. Let us go down to the warm waters of Tiberius and be healed
[from the scabs developed from being covered with the sand of the cave for so many
years]." They went and became healed.

They said, "We have to do some favor and benefit the people of this place just like our
forefather Jacob as it is stated: And he benefited (literally: encamped) the face (or in
front) of the city. (Genesis 33:18) He (Jacob) would make a market and sell goods at a
very reasonable price [for the benefit of the] inhabitants. He (Rabbi Shimon) [also] made
amarket and sold goods at a very reasonable price. He said, "We have to make Tiberius
ritually clean." Midrash Koheles Rabbah 10:8
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The Government had once issued a decree that [Jews] might not keep the Sabbath,
circumcise their children, and that they should have intercourse with menstruant women.
Thereupon Rabbi Reuven son of Istroboli cut his hair in the Roman fashion, and went
and sat among them. He said to them: If a man has an enemy, what does he wish him, to
be poor or rich? They said: That he be poor. He said to them: If so, let them do no work
on the Sabbath so that they grow poor. They said: * He speaketh rightly’, let this decree be
annulled. It was indeed annulled. Then he continued: If one has an enemy, what does he
wish him, to be weak or healthy? They answered: Weak. He said to them: Then let their
children be circumcised at the age of eight days and they will be weak. They said: ‘He
speaketh rightly’, and it was annulled. Finally he said to them: If one has an enemy, what
does he wish him, to multiply or to decrease? They said to him: That he decreases. If so,
let them have no intercourse with menstruant women. They said: ‘ He speaketh rightly’,
and it was annulled. Later they came to know that he was a Jew, and [the decrees] were
re-instituted.

[The Jews] then conferred as to who should go [to Rome] to work for the annulment of
the decrees. Let Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochai go for he is experienced in miracles. And
who should accompany him? — Rabbi Eleazar son of R. Yosal. Said Rabbi Y osei to
them: And were my father Halafta still alive, would you have said to him to give his son
for slaughter? Answered Rabbi Shimon: Were Y ochai my father still alive, would you
have said to him to give his son for slaughter? Said Rabbi Y osei to them: | shall
accompany him, for | fear R. Shimon may punish him. He [Rabbi Shimon] undertook
thereupon not to inflict any punishment on him. Notwithstanding this, he did punish him,
for when they were proceeding on the way the following question was raised in their
presence: Wherefrom do we know that the blood of areptile is unclean? R. Eleazar son of
Rabbi Yosa curved his mouth and said: It iswritten: And these are they that are unclean.
Said Rabbi Shimon to him: From the undertone of thy utterance one can see that thou art
ascholar, yet the son shall not return to the father. Then Ben Temalion came to meet
them. [He said]: Isit your wish that | accompany you? Thereupon Rabbi Shimon wept
and said: The handmaid of my ancestor's house was found worthy of meeting an angel
thrice, and | not even to meet him once. However, let the miracle be performed, no matter
how. Thereupon he advanced and entered into the Emperor's daughter. When [Rabbi
Shimon] arrived there, he called out: ‘Ben Temalion leave her, Ben Temalion leave

her’ ,and as he proclaimed this he left her. He said to them: Request whatever you desire.
They were led into the treasure house to take whatever they chose. They found that hill,
took it and tore it to pieces. It was with reference to this visit that R. Eleazar son of Rabbi
Yosei related: ‘I saw it in the city of Rome and there were on it several drops of blood'.
Meilla 17a-b
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[1. Source of Inspiration

A. Dedication to Torah
ST 77900 900 WM RY (R YWINY) ARIW DY 91D TIndn 0 , 37 NDOXI :7127 1IN

°37 *127 ,PIX 77 AT 172 37T 337 NOOXI (12 Tnbn 27ansd o137 150, 7en
YOI NYWA YN LW NYWA WA QIR TWOR IR NP 13 1R 027 HRynws
XX 27Dy RO M 770 M0 DYwa 97N ,0w0T pywa I L,ARR DYwa IR
(R”D ITPYW) :IMRIW ,0°INX > Y NUWYI NOKRDH DIpn Hw 111X PwIY HRAWw a1a
5y PPWYI TNORDM DIPn DW MR PwIY HRAW? PRY 7729 /137 DOIRE YT 07 17080
T 5V PPy 0INR NORDAW XOX ,TIV KDY 15T NOOXI (X7 0°127) (1R JRXY 0T
mNbYY DRYHW® Y375 WY 7277 AR MWK VI3 7R DR NTIVI (77D D13T) DRI
172,197 RMILMA 73377 X272 K T2 7ROV XYY N 12 1wRw °219 ,1703

;77 11972 .XNW X219 1973972 170N K27 27 93 P10 KD MIwn Tm1°27 107

Our Rabbis taught: And thou shalt gather in thy corn. What is to be learnt from these
words? Since it says: This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, | might
think that thisinjunction isto be taken literally. Therefore it says, ‘And thou shalt gather
inthy corn’, which implies that you are to combine the study of them with aworldly
occupation. Thisisthe view of R. Yishmael. R. Shimon bar Y ocha says: Is that possible?
If a man ploughs in the ploughing season, and sows in the sowing season, and reapsin
the reaping season, and threshes in the threshing season, and winnows in the season of
wind, what is to become of the Torah? No; but when Israel perform the will of the
Omnipresent, their work is performed by others, asit says. And strangers shall stand and
feed your flocks. etc., and when Israel do not perform the will of the Omnipresent their
work is carried out by themselves, asit says: And thou shalt gather in thy corn. Nor is
thisall, but the work of others also is done by them, asit says: And thou shalt serve thine
enemy etc. Said Abaye: Many have followed the advice of Ishmael, and it has worked
well; others have followed R. Shimon bar Y ocha and it has not been successful. Rava
said to the Rabbis: | would ask you not to appear before me during Nisan and Tishri so
that you may not be anxious about your food supply during the rest of the year.
Berachos 35b

B. The Vaue of Torah Study
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R. Y ochanan said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochai: Even though a man but
reads the Shema morning and evening, he has thereby fulfilled the precept of ‘[ This book
of the law] shall not depart’. It is forbidden, however, to say thisin the presence of
‘amme ha-aretz' . But Rava said: It isameritorious act to say it in the presence of ‘amme
ha-aretz’. Menachos 99b
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C. Trust in Hashem
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R. Shimon ben Y ochal was asked by his disciples: Why did not the manna come down
unto Israel once annually? He replied: | shall give a parable: Thisthing may be compared
to aking of flesh and blood who had one son, whom he provided with maintenance once
ayear, so that he would visit his father once ayear only. Thereupon he provided for his
maintenance every day, so that he called on him every day. The same with Israel. One
who had four or five children would worry, saying: Perhaps no mannawill come down
to-morrow, and all will die of hunger. Thus they were found to turn their attention to their
Father in Heaven. Another interpretation: Because they ate it while it was yet warm.
Another interpretation: Because of the burden of the way. Yoma 76a

D. Faith in the Future World
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There was an incident with one of the disciples of Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochal who left
Eretz Yisrael and returned a wealthy man. His [other] disciples saw him [and his good
fortune] and were envious of him and they also wanted to leave Eretz Yisrael. He became
aware of the situation and [proceeded to] take them to a plain facing Modin. He prayed
[there] and said, "Plain, plain, become full of gold dinarii." Thereupon (from the plain) it
began to flow gold dinarii. He said to them, "If it is gold that you desire, behold the gold!
Takeit for yourselves. But you should be aware that anyone who takes, istaking their
portion in the World to Come! For therea reward for Torah is the the World to Come."
Thisiswhat is meant by the verse, "And she will rgjoice a alater day." (Mishlei 31:25)
Midrash Shemos Rabbah 52:3

E. Fear of Hashem
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R. Chanina said in the name of R. Shimon bar Y ochai: The Holy One, blessed be He, has
in His treasury nought except a store of the fear of heaven, asit says. The fear of the Lord
isHistreasure. (Isaiah 33) Berachos 33b
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F. Never Fear People
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R. Y ochanan further said in the name of R. Shimon bar Y ochai: It is permitted to contend
with the wicked in thisworld. For it issaid: They that forsake the law praise the wicked,
but such as keep the law contend with them. Berachos 7b

G. Hashem's Love of the Jewish People
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It has been taught: R. Shimon bar Y ochal said: Come and see how beloved are Israel in
the sight of God, in that to every place to which they were exiled the Shechinah went
with them. They were exiled to Egypt and the Shechinah was with them, asit says: Did |
reveal myself unto the house of thy father when they were in Egypt. (Samuel | 2:27)
They were exiled to Babylon, and the Shechinah was with them, asit says: For your sake
| was sent to Babylon. (Isaiah 43:14) And when they will be redeemed in the future, the
Shechinah will be with them, asit says: Then the Lord thy God will return [with] thy
captivity. (Deuteronomy 30:3) It does not say here ve-heshiv [and he shall bring back]
but ve-shav [and he shall return]. This teaches usthat the Holy One, blessed be He, will
return with them from the places of exile. Megilla29a

H. Human Dignity
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R. Yochanan said it in the name of R. Shimon bar Y ochai: It is better for aman that he
should cast himself into afiery furnace rather than that he should put his fellow to shame
in public. Whence do we know this? From Tamar, of whom it says: When she was
brought forth etc. Berachos 43b
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Rabbi Y ochanan said on the authority of R. Shimon bar Y ochai: Verbal hurt is more
heinous than monetary wrong, because of the first it is written, ‘And thou shalt fear thy
G-d,” but not of the second. Bava M etzia 58b

J. Arrogance
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R. Yochanan said in the name of R. Shimon bar Y ochai: Every manin whom s
haughtiness of spirit is as though he worshipsidols; it iswritten here, ‘Every one that is
proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord,” and it is written elsewhere, * Thou shalt not
bring an abomination into thine house.” Sotah 4b

V. Rabbi Shimon the Mystic
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Hezekiah further stated in the name of R. Jeremiah who said it in the name of R. Shimon
bar Yochal, ‘1 am able to exempt the whole world from judgment from the day that | was
born until now, and were Eliezer, my son, to be with me [we could exempt it] from the
day of the creation of the world to the present time, and were Jotham the son of Uzziah
with us, [we could exempt it] from the creation of the world to itsfinal end.” Hezekiah
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further stated in the name of R. Jeremiah who said it in the name of R. Shimon bar

Y ochai, ‘| have seen the sons of heaven and they are but few. If there be a thousand, |

and my son are among them; if ahundred, | and my son are among them; and if only two,
they are |l and my son.” Arethey then so few? Did not Ravain fact state: The row [of
righteous men immediately] before the Holy One, blessed be He, consists of eighteen
thousand, for it issaid, It shall be eighteen thousand round about (Ezekiel 48:35)? —
Thisis no difficulty: The former number refers to those who see Him through a bright
looking glass the latter to those who see Him through a dim one. But are those who see
Him through a bright looking glass so few? Did not Abaye in fact state: The world never
has |ess than thirty-six righteous men who are vouchsafed a sight of the Shechinah every
day, for it is said: Happy are they that wait "10" [for Him] (Isaiah 30:18) and the
numerical value of "lo" isthirty-six? — Thereis no difficulty: The latter number refersto
those who may enter [the Presence] with permission, the former to those who may enter
without permission. Sukkah 45b
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TIME LINE
EVENT DATE
The Birth of Rabbi Akiva 16 C.E.
The Beginning of Rabbi Akiva's Studies 56 C.E.
Destruction of the Second Temple 70 C.E.
Rabbi Akiva's Twenty Four Thousand Disciples 80 C.E.
The Reign of Hadrian 117 C.E.
Rabbi Akiva's Imprisonment and Death 136 C.E.
Death of Hadrian and the Reign of Antoninus Pius 138 C.E.
Rabbi Shimon and His Son Enter the Cave 149 C.E.

Death of Antoninus Pius and the Reign of Marcus Aurelius 161 C.E.



