7703

CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Whowas Maimonides principle teacher?

2. Describe "lgeres HaNechama' and "lgeres
HaShmad"?

3. Describe"Sefer HaMaor". In what year was it
completed?

4. Name some of the major critics of Maimonides
Mishneh Torah. What was their criticism?

5.  When did Maimonides take up the practice of
medicine?

This and much more will be addressed in the sixth lecture
of this series: "Maimonides - The Teacher of the Ages'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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MAIMONIDES - THE TEACHER OF THE AGES
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

l. Rambam-The Giant of the Middle Ages
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[Rambam] excelled in the qualities of truth, peace and righteousness to an extent unheard
of since the close of the Talmud. The same appliesto his achievementsin the field of
philosophy. He understood it as well as Aristotle and al of his commentators. He
understood geometry, mathematics and all of the related disciplines as well as Euclid and
his colleagues. He understood astronomy as well as Ptolemy, the author of Almagest, and
those that followed him. He was proficient in medicine and knew all of the writings and
discoveries of Galen and Hippocrates and their colleagues. His mind embraced all of the
Torah that was known and revealed up until histime. Rabbi Y edaya HaPenini -
Responsa of Rashba 1:418
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Here is buried Rabbainu Moshe, the elect of mankind.  Inscription on the Rambam's
tombstone
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From Moshe [Rabbainu] to Moshe [ben Maimon] there has been none like Moshe [ben
Maimon]. Popular folk saying
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That which you, our dear friend, have stated in your letter that you had heard from some
of our brethren, members of our exile, may their Rock guard them, that they praise me
and raise me up and consider me to be one of the great towering figures, [you should
know that it] is dueto their love of my works and their goodness and kindness that they
so spoke and composed [such praises]. The correct version of these things you should
accept from me and not from any other person. | am one of the humblest of scholars
from Spain whose prestige has been lowered in thisexile. | have alwaystoiled at my
post and have not reached the wisdom of my forefathers. Thisis because terrible and
difficult days have afflicted me. We have not tarried in tranquility. We have labored
without rest. However, | ran after the reapersin all of the paths [of the field] and |
gleaned the [fallen] stalks. | gathered the hardy and mature [stalks] but | didn't reject the
withered and frail ones [that came my way]. Only recently have | found ahome. Had it
not been for the G-d who helped us, aswe are told He helped our forefathers, | wouldn't
have culled the modest store that | have and from which | continually draw. Rambam's
Letter to Yemen

. Rabbainu Maimon HaDayan
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| am Moshe ben Maimon HaDayan ben Rabbi Y osef HaChacham bar Yitzchak HaDayan
bar Y osef HaDayan bar Ovadiah HaDayan bar R. Shlomo HaRav bar Rabbi Ovadiah
HaDayan, of blessed memories. Epilogue to Rambam's Commentary to the Mishna
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| have gathered al that was available to me from the commentaries of my master, my
father, of blessed memory. Preface from Rambam'scommentary to the Mishna
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Y ou have written in addition, that ina sefer written in Arabic regarding the halachos of
tefilah and mo'ed and authored by Rav Maimon, the father of Rambam, z'l |, [you
discovered hisruling] that it is permitted to write on tablets on Chol HaMo'ed for the
purpose of teaching young children. Responsa of Tashbatz 1:2
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The [details of the] lottery [in choosing Cohanim| was a very difficult topic for those of
the previous generations. Every explanation that | have heard does not agree with the
statements of the Talmud. | have found in a notebook of my master, my father , of
blessed memory, remarks from Rav Y osef Hal evi, z'l, his master, who said, after along
analysis, "It isstill not clear to us and we have aways found this difficult when we
studied Torah under the guidance of Rav Yitzchak [Alfasi], HaRav, z'l."  Responsa of
Rambam 126

1. The Forced Confessiona and the Sanctification of G-d's Name
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Someone of our generation asked a self styled scholar, amember of acommunity that did
not experience the forced conversion, may G-d annul this [terrible decreg], that was the
lot of the majority of Jewish communities, regarding thisforced conversion in which the
[Moslems] forced them to confess that [Mohammed] was G-d's messenger and that he
was atrue prophet. [ Shahada, the expression of faith that every Moslem makes, isa
pillar of Isam. The formula states. la ilaha illa-'llah - Muhammadun rasulu ‘illah, There
isno god but Allah. Mohammed ishis messenger ] Isaperson allowed to make this
confession in order to avoid death [with the likely consequence] that his children will
become assimilated amongst the non Jews?. . . The one who was asked this question
responded with afeeble answer that lacked real substance. . . [and stated] that any one
who made that confession, even if he [otherwise] fulfilled the entire Torah in private and
public has the status of anon Jew! . . . Even if he admitted under duress that
[Mohammed] was a prophet, that person is considered an evil doer whose testimony the
Torah disqualified. The Epistle of Forced Conversion
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Now | will begin to explain the great [conceptual] error which caused this[intellectually]
impoverished fellow to stumble and the [additional errors] which he himself

unknowingly made and how he thought to accomplish a good thing [but on the contrary]
created many terrible onesinstead. . . . If Jews, who wereforcibly converted, do mitzvos
in private, how can it be that G-d will not grant them reward! He doesn't make any
distinction between those that perform mitzvos and those who don't, or between someone
who serves G-d and someone who doesn't! | wish to divide my remarks on this subject
into five sections.

Thefirst section isdevoted to idolatry, immorality and bloodshed. Their statusis as
follows: . . . [In such an instance] they should let themselves be killed rather than
transgress. Regarding other commandments.. . . the person should see if the intention [of
the non Jew who is forcing him to violate the law] is only for personal pleasure, in which
case oneis allowed to violate the law in order to save on€e's life, whether it be donein
private or public. . .. Atthetime of forced conversion, oneisrequired to let himself be
killed whether it be donein private or public.

The second section is devoted to owit Hbm the desecration of G-d's name. . . . Thiskind

of sinis more severe than any other and neither Y om Kippur nor repentance can atone for
it; rather, they keep the punishment in suspension and death creates the final atonement.

Thethird section isdevoted to the level attained by those that are killed through
sanctifying G-d's name [and by comparison] the level of those that are compelled [to
violate the Torah] through forced conversion. . . . A person who iskilled in the act of
sanctifying G-d's name has a portion in the World to Come, even if hissins are like those
of [the infamous] Y erovam ben Navat and hisilk, and even if heisnot learned. . . .
[However,] if he did not let himself be killed but rather violated the halacha because of
compulsion, he did not act properly and has violated the name of Heaven under duress. . .
. [Nonetheless,] he is not considered arebel or being evil and heis not considered invalid
to present testimony to a court. . . .

Thefourth section is devoted to this particular forced conversion and how it differs from
theredt. . . . Inthisforced conversion, they did not require one to actually do an act, only
to make a verbal [commitment]. If a person desired to fulfill al of the Taryag mitzvos in
private, he would be dlowed to. . . . It iswell established by them that we do not actually
believein that verba formula. . . . Regarding someone who lets himself be killed in order
to avoid making that pronouncement regarding the mission of that man [Mohammed], it
can be said of him that he has done that which is proper and good, for he has given his
lifein order to sanctify the Divine name. However, if someone would ask usif he should
let himself be killed or he should make that confessional, we would tell him to confess
and not be killed. However, he should not remain in that kingdom, but rather sit at home,
unless he absolutely needs to go out, and should secretly observe [the Torah] in private.
We have never heard of such anunusual Shmad where they do not force anyone to do
anything except to make that verbal pronouncement. It does not seem that our Rabbis, of
blessed memory, demanded one to give up hislifein order to avoid something that does
not involve an actual act . . . He should be careful [however,] not to violate anything . . .
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Therefore, a person should be aware that he will be punished for any violation [how
minor,] and he will be rewarded for any mitzvah that he performs. It is not as he [would
normally] think. . . . All of thisis of courseif the heretics do not force him to actually do
anything for which one would be required to leave their midst. However, if they would
force him to transgress any one of the  mitzvos, it would be forbidden to remain in that
place and he would be required to forsake all that he has and to travel day and night until
he would find a place where he would be able to observe Judaism. The world islarge and
wide! . .. However, if aperson staysin places where he sees that the Torah is no longer
being kept and where heresy is destroying belief and he personally can no longer
maintain his observance of Torah, and yet he says, "I will remain here until Moshiach
comes and then will | leave this place!”, thisis only the product of a disturbed heart
resulting in great destruction and the cessation of observance and knowledge.

Thefifth section is devoted to explain how a person should view himself [if heis caught
up] in these days of forced conversion. . . . He should view himself asonewho is
desecrating the name of G-d. It is not something that was done through actual malice,
however, it is close to being so. He is someone who is despised by G-d and will be
punished for his bad deeds. If he does any of the mitzvos [under such difficult
circumstances], however, his reward will be doubled. . . . The reward for someone who
does a mitzva under fear [of being exposed and losing his life and all of his possessions|
is much greater than someone who does it under normal circumstances. . . . Even so, a
person should not let hismind rest until he leaves those areas wherein G-d has displayed
His anger and should make every effort with all his might. In addition, it is not correct to
distance oneself from Sabbath violators and to despise them. Rather, one should bring
them closer and encouragethemtodothe  mitzvohs. Our Rabbis, of blessed memory,
have explained to us that if someone willfully violates the halacha and walksinto a
synagogue, we receive him and do not treat him with scorn. TheEpistle of Forced
Conversion

V. Rambam's Commentary to the Mishna
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My intention in thiswork isto explain the Mishna according to the way it isexplained in
the Talmud and to cite only those explanations that [the Talmud deemed to be] correct
and to delete those explanations that were rejected by the Talmud. | will [also] citethe
reasoning of the [Mishna], the reasoning of the different opinions [quoted in the Mishnal
when it is applicable, and thefinal  halachic ruling based on the Tamud. | will make
every effort to be brief while maintaining clarity, for this work was not written to edify

[ people with heads like] rocks, but rather for people with intelligence. Prologueto
Rambam's Commentary
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G-d knowsthat there are some halachos which | explained while on the road; others that
| wrote down while | was on board ship in the Mediterranean. This was besides my
research into other sciences. The reason that led me to describe my situation in detail was
my desireto justify the fact that my work is bound to be subject to [serious] criticism. |
began to compose thiswork when | was twenty three years of age and | finished it in
Egypt at the age of thirty [three] in the year one thousand four hundred and seventy nine
[in the Seleucid dating] of documents which is four thousand nine hundred and twenty
eight years from creation (1168 C.E.). Epilogue to the Commentary to the Mishna -
Seder Taharos
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Y ou should know that every mitzvah which the Holy One, blessed be He, gave to Moshe
Rabbainu, was given to him with its explanation. He would [first] tell him the
commandment and afterwards tell him its explanation and content. | will present to you
an example: The Holy One, blessed be He, told Moshe, "Y ou shall dwell in Sukkos for
seven days." Afterwards he informed him that this mitzvah of Sukkah isincumbent upon
males and not upon females and that sick people are not required [to dwell in Sukkos],
nor aretravelers. Also hetold him that the material of the Sukkah is to be made only of
vegetation and not of wooal, silk, or vessels such as matresses, pillows or clothing. He
[aso] informed him that eating, drinking and sleeping are required for all seven days and
that the minimum height of the Sukkah is ten tephachim. Just as this mitzvah was given to
the Prophet in such a manner, so, too, each of the six hundred and thirteen  mitzvos was
given with its commandment in writing and its explanation orally. Prologueto the
Rambam's Commentary to the Mishna
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The resurrection of the dead is one of the principles of the Torah of Moshe Rabbainu,
may he rest in peace. Someone who does not believe in this has no connection to the
Jewish religion. [The resurrection] isreserved, however, only for the righteous. How can
the evil be resurrected when they are considered to be dead even when they are
physically alive. Similarly, it is stated [Berachos 18b] that the evil even in their lifetime
are considered to be dead while the saintly are considered to be aive even after death.
Prologueto " Chelek"
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Y ou should know that the things that | am stating in these chapters and that which will be
forthcoming in the commentary [to Avos,] are not things which | have produced on my
own nor from the commentaries that | have authored. They are in reality subject matter
that | have gathered from the sayings of the Sages in the Midrash and Talmud and related
works and from the sayings of the philosophers, both ancient and modern, and the
wor ks of many authors. [One should] accept the truth from whoever statesit. At
times | may quote an entire statement from a famous book verbatim. There is nothing
wrong with that. Despite the fact that | have not cited the actual attributions, which only
adds unnecessary length to [this commentary], | am not taking any personal credit for the
statements made by those that preceded me, as | have already admitted. It is [also]
possible that quoting the actual source by name will cause [the reader] to think that the
idea quoted is without substance and contains evil and he won't understand its true
meaning. Therefore | have seen to it not to mention the sources of my statements. My
intention is to benefit the reader and to explainto him theideas alluded to in this tractate.
Shemona Perakim -Prologue to Avos
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. . . because these principles that | have arranged for you are of immense value. Only after
tremendous tail to clarify them from every angle was | able to comprehend any of these
principles. | collected them " one from a city and two from a family " from all the corners
of the Talmud and the tangle of Braissos and Toseftos until | gathered them together into
this preface so that it should serve as akey to al that | desire to explain in this Order.
Similarly [it will serve as akey] to the many difficult  halachos of the Talmud. Thisis
because of thefact that al of the halachosof tumah and taharah found in the Talmud
are difficult to understand for even great Rabbis and most certainly for students. Even if
you are able to find [something in print] from an author, you will find that the exposition
is extremely long and with little benefit. Y ou [probably] won't comprehend the subject in
its entirety, because they are not really devoted to the subject. However, what we have
prefaced in thisintroduction will very well suffice and should be put to memory. Only a
person who has fruitlessly toiled by day and fought sleep at night to understand the
halachos at the beginning of the tractates of Shabbos and Pesachim and then reads this
introduction and realizes that they are built on the foundations layed out therein, will
truly understand the great benefit one can derive from this[introduction].  Prologueto
Seder Taharos
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He who didn't see [the Rambam's] introductionsto the Orders [of Mishna], never saw
luminariesin hislife. Tzeidah LaDerech - R. Menachem b. R. Zerach

V. Sefer HaMitzvos

112971 7AW DIRDT 717 5552 N> X7 1°RW 1IWRIT WNWI

Thefirst principle: It isincorrect to count Rabbinical commandments as part of the total
[of 613].



Series VI 10 Lecture #6

NWIT1 7IN0W NI 7AWy whwn nnxa 0abw an 9o nianb Ixa PRW 2JW7 wNwT
1297 IR 172

Thesecond principle: It isincorrect to count anything that has been derived from one of
the thirteen rules of hermeneutical Torah derivation or from an allusion of an extraletter
or word.
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Thethird principle: Itisincorrect to count commandments that do not apply for all
generations.
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Thefourth principle: Itisincorrect to count those commandments which command us
to completely embrace the observance of the entire Torah.
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Thefifth principle: Itisincorrect to count the rational of the commandment as a
separate commandment.
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Thesixth principles A mitzvah which contains both specific positive and negative
commandments should be counted [twice]: the positive aspect as a separate positive
commandment and the negative aspect as a separate negative commandment.
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The seventh principle: It isincorrect to count the minutiae as separate commandments.
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Theeighth principle: Itisincorrect to count as a negative commandment a statement
that only serves to negate a positive obligation.
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Theninth principle: Itis only correct to count as negative and positive commandments
the negative or positive acts that are commanded [and not the total number of repetitive
commands].
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Thetenth principle: It isincorrect to count as separate commandments the preparatory
steps which only serve as a means to a specific goal.
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The eleventh principle: It isincorrect to count the separate parts of a mitzvah which
only combine together to create a whole mitzvah.
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Thetwelfth principle: It isincorrect to count as separate commandments the separate
acts of labor which combine to form the entire act, even though they are commanded

Separately.
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Thethirteenth principle: The commandments do not increase in number according to
the days one is required to perform that commandment.
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Thefourteenth principle: It isincorrect to count the fulfillment of the punishments of
the various commandments as separate commandments.

VI. Mishneh Torah.

A.
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... until thistime, which is the one thousand one hundred and eighth year from the
destruction of the Temple, which is four thousand nine hundred and thirty seven years
from the creation (1177 C.E.). In this period of time, severe vicisstudes prevail, and we
feel the pressure of hard times. The wisdom of our wise men has disappeared; the
understanding of our prudent men is hidden. Hence, the commentaries of the Geonim and
their compilations of laws and responses, which they took care to make clear, have in our
times become hard to understand so that only a few individuals properly comprehend
them. Needless to add that such isthe case in regard to the Talmud itself - the Babylonian
aswell asthe Palestinian - the Sifra, the Sifrel, and the Tosefta, all of which works
require for their comprehension a broad mind, awise soul, and considerable study, and
then one can learn from them the correct practices asto what is forbidden or permitted,
and the other rules of the Torah.

On these grounds, I, Moshe the son of Maimon, the Sefardi, bestirred myself, and, relying
on the help of G-d, blessed be He, intently studied all those works, with the view of
putting together the results obtained from them in regard to what is forbidden or
permitted, clean or unclean, and the other rules of the Torah - all in plain language and
terse style, so that thus the entire Oral Law might become systematically known to al,
without citing difficulties and solutions or differences of view, one person saying so, and
another, something else - but consisting of statements, clear and convincing, and in
accordance with conclusions drawn from all these compilations and commentaries that
have appeared from the time of our holy teacher, [Rabbi Y ehudah HaNasi,] to the
present, so that all the rules shall be accessible to young and old regarding the laws of
each and every commandment and the laws of the legislation that was instituted by the
Sages and prophets. Theunderlying principle of thiswork isthat it will enable any
per son to become knowledgeable in all of the laws of |srael without resorting to any
other work. Rather, thiswork will be a compendium of the entire Oral Law together
with the Rabbinic legislation, customs and decrees that were made from the days of
Moshe Rabbainu until the composition of the Talmud as the Geonim have explained to us
in al of their works that they composed after the Tamud. | have called this work,
Mishnah Torah, [second to the Torah], because a man can read the Written Torah first
and afterwards read this work and he will know the entire Ora Law without having to
read another work in between. Prologue to Mishnah Torah
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There are Geonim that ruled that a bogeresis not subject to a claim of [an unexpected
lack of] blood [of the hymen] but is subject to a claim of an [unexpected] opening [which
should have been closed by the hymen]. The approach that the Talmud takes does not
seem to bear this out and they [must have had] an error in their texts. | have aready
checked out many sefarim, [many of which were quite] old, and | have found the thing to
be as we have explained: A bogeresisonly subject to aclaim of [an unexpected lack of]
blood [of the hymen]. Rambam Hilchos|shus Chapter 11:13
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There are texts of the Talmud that read: One who says to hisfriend, "Pay your debt to me
only in front of witnhesses" and the person said to him later, "l paid you in the presence of
these two people who left overseas' is not believed. Thistext isincorrect. Therefore, the
decisors have erred, based upon those texts. | have investigated old texts and have found
that in this case the person is believed. A fragment of an old gemora reached my hand in
Egypt which was written on parchment in a script that was used some five hundred years
ago. | found two texts written on parchment and in both it was written that, if the
witnesses went overseas, the person is believed. Because of an error which occurred in
some of the texts, some of the Geonim ruled . . . Thisruling was aso based on their own
texts. | found, however, [in the Talmud] written on parchment the following . . .
Rambam Hilchos Malveh V'L oveh Chapter 15:2
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The Sages and Prophets did not desire the coming of the Messianic Erain order to rule
over the entire world, or so that they should dominate over the non Jews, or in order that
the nations should raise them up, or in order to eat, drink and be merry. It was only in
order that they be freeto study Torah and its wisdom and they won't have anyone to
pressure them and cause them to cease studying. [And thisis al] in order to merit the
World to Come, as we have explained in Hilchos Teshuvah. In that time there will be no
hunger, nor war, nor jealousy and competition, for the goodness will exceedingly
overflow. All delicacies will be as common as dirt. The only serious activity of the world
will be only to know G-d. Therefore, the Jews will become great scholars and will know
the hidden things and will comprehend the knowledge of their Creator to the extent that it
is humanly possible, asit is stated in Scripture: The world will be filled with the
knowledge of G-d as the water covers the sea.

This completes Hilchos Melachim and this entire work. Blessed be He who spoke and the
world becamein its particulars and its entirety. With this, the Book of Judges ( Ser
Shoftim) is completed. It is composed of five halachic sections with eighty one chapters:
Hilchos Sanhedrin contains twenty six chapters,  Hilchos Eidos contains twenty two
chapters, Hilchos Mamrim contains seven chapters, HilchosEivel contains fourteen
chapters, Hilchos Meachim contains twelve chapters. The total number of the halachic
sectionsin thiswork is eighty three, containing nine hundred and eighty two chapters.
Thiswork is now complete. Praised be G-d, the Creator of theworld. Rambam Hilchos
Melachim 12:4,5
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Thiswork has already spread throughout the world. Letter from Rambam
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| have toiled nonstop by day and night for about ten years to put together thiswork. Great
men such as yourselves know what | have done, for | have brought together statements
that were spread out and scattered between hills and mountains and | have called them [to
come together] onefromacity and two fromaclan . Letter from Rambam to Rabbi
Y onason of Luni€

VIl. Rambam and His Critics
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He intended to improve but did not improve, for he forsook the way of al authors who
preceded him. They always brought proof for their statements and cited the proper
authority of their statements. Thiswas very useful, for sometimes the judge would be
inclined to forbid or permit something and his proof was based on some authority. Had he
known that there was a greater authority who interpreted the law differently, he might
have retracted. Now, therefore, | do not know why | should reverse my tradition or my
corroborative views because of the compendium of this author. If the one who differs
with meis greater than |, fine; and if | am greater than he, why should | annul my opinion
in deference to his? Moreover, there are matters concerning which the Geonim disagree,
and this author has selected the opinion of one and incorporated it in his compendium.
Why should | rely upon his choice when it is not acceptable to me and | do not know
whether the contending authority is competent to differ or not. It can only be that "an
overbearing spiritisin him".  Critique of Raavad to the Prologue of the Mishneh
Torah
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All that is written here has no basisin the Talmud nor in the Tosefta, and nor isit [based
upon] common sense. By the life of my head, if it wasn't for the fact that he
accomplished a great feat in gathering together the words of the Talmud [Bavli],
Yerushalmi, and the Tosefta, | would have gathered against him the multitude of Jewry
including their elders and scholars. For he has distorted the expressions and metaphors

[of the Talmud] in order to give them an entirely different meaning. The Critique of
Raavad to HilchosKelaim 6:2
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He has stated thiswell. Raavad Hilchos Yom Tov 1:14, Hilchos Gezella 13: 14,
Hilchos Chovedl U'Mazik 1:18, Sukkah 5:22
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Once it has been shown to be incorrect, whether from my writingsin Torah or science, |
will alwaysretract. Letter of Rambam to R. Yosef b. R. Yehudah
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Y ou should know that anyone who writesa sefer . . . takes one of two paths: Either he
takes the path of composing a complete work (i.e. a halachic code) or the path of
composing a commentary. The path of composing a complete work entails mentioning
the subject matter itself without questions or answers and without any kind of proofs.
Thisisthe path that Rabbainu HaK odesh (Rabbi Y ehudah HaNasi) took in compiling the
Mishna. The path of composing a commentary entails mentioning the correct
explanation, other sources that seem to contradict it, any other questions and the answer
[to the questions together] with proofs confirming that this thing is true and the other
thing isfalse or that thisis correct and the other isincorrect. Thisis the path that the
Talmud takes, for the Talmud is an explanation of the Mishna.

| have not composed a commentary, but rather a complete work embracing the path of the
Mishna. Perhaps someone who lacks understanding will ask the question: Behold the
Mishna quoted the names of the Sages? and will assume that the Mishnais marshaling a
proof by making the statement, "This Sage said this and the other said that". Thisis not
so. The function of a proof isto inform us why one Sage said this and why the other Sage
said that. That is a proof.

Y ou should know that all that iswritten in my work without attribution of authorship is
based on the Talmud Bavli, Y erushalmi, Sifra, Sifrei, Mishna, or Tosefta. It was upon on
these that | relied and from these sources did | compile my work. A source taken from the
responsa of the Geonim is prefaced with, "The Geonim rule”, or "It wasinstituted by the
Geonim" or some similar expression. Something which is derived by logical derivationis
prefaced with the words, "It seems to me that the thing islike this' or "I say", or "From
here you can deduce that the thing isso". The proof that thisisso isthat | informed the
reader at the beginning of the work that the entire work is based upon the Talmud Bavli,
Y erushalmi, Sifra, Sifrei, and Tosefta. However, you should have said [to me in your
guery] that you find things [written in the work] whose sources are concealed from you
and you can't remember where they were originally stated. This is something that can
certainly occur to you or to any scholar. Only a scholar of your caliber will recognize
theamount of effort that went intoit.  Other students, however, will imagine that it
simply follows the order of the Talmud, only eliminating its question and answer
[portion]. | swear that there are many chapterswhich contain rulings based upon ten
different sourcesor more which were gleaned from the Talmud, Y erushalmi and
Braiisos. | have not followed the order of the Mishna but rather arranged them according
to subject matter and | gathered all of the laws pertinent to the subject from wherever
they may be, in order that the laws of any subject should not be scattered among various
places. Thiswas my ultimate goal in composing thiswork, for thereisno man on
earth who can remember all of the Talmud Bavli, Yerushalmi, and the three
Braiisos (Sifra, Sifrei, Tosefta) which form the essentia source of the laws. Rambam's
Letter to R. Pinchasb. Rabbi M eshulem HaDayan of Alexandria
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In the future, when jealousy and the desire for power will cease, the Jewish people will
solely use [this work]. Without a doubt, they will not jump to use any other halachic
work, with the exception of someone who wishesto devote his life to something without
achieving any concreteend. Letter from the Rambam

VIIl. The Letter to Yemen
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However, that which you mentioned about the authority in Y emen who decreed
destruction upon Israel and forced al who lived under his domain to forsake Judaism,
just as the Germans have done in Western Europe, this news has removed the luster from
our faces and caused fear and trembling amongst all of our communities. . . . Thisthing
is not a cause of doubt for someone of firm belief nor will it cause someone whose faith
isin Moshe to cast aside [the Torah]. There is no doubt that these are the labor pains of
Moshiach.. . .

However, that which you said that some of our people are in confusion and doubts fill
their hearts and cloud their thinking and yet there are still some who have not wavered
from their faith and have not become faint of heart and mind and have not caused others
to become frightened, this is something which Scripture has already predicted through the
writings of Daniel, of blessed memory . . . [Eventually things will get so bad that even
those that up till now had no doubts] will now begin to doubt and will err and wander in
confusion. It will reach such proportionsthat only avery few [will still maintain their
convictions]. Rambam'sLetter to Yemen
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Now my brethren, you are required to bend your ear and listen to what | am about to
arrange [to be said] in your presence. Teach it to the women and children so you should
bolster their faith and imbue within them the immutable truth. . . . These three
antagonists: Those who physically force us to abandon Torah, those who prepare
arguments against it, and those who imitate it [and claim that their faith has superseded

it] will al be destroyed. If you see them exhibiting any strength or victory at any time it
will not last [indefinitely]. ... TheHoly One, blessed be He, has already promised our
Patriarch Y aakov that even though the nations will subjugate his descendants and cause
them suffering and overcome them, [his descendants] will remain and survive while those
that subjugated them will pass and be destroyed as it is stated in Scripture: And your seed
shall be like the dust of the earth (Genesis 28:14). It means to say that even though they
will be crushed and trampled upon, they eventually will overcome and be victorious. . . .
And just as it isimpossible for G-d's existence to ever cease so too we will never be
destroyed or ceaseto exist. . . . And you my brethren gain strength and find support in
these true citations. The forced conversions shouldn't confuse you even if they come non
stop. Don't let the might of the enemy nor the weakened state of our nation frighten you.
Thiswhole matter isonly atest to show your faith and endear ment to the world.
Rambam's L etter to Yemen
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Thisisthe pillar upon which the belief in Torah revolves. . . that a whole nation should
hear from the Holy One, blessed be He, and see His glory with their own eyes. This
occured in order to reinforce the belief in away that will never falter. . .. in order that
you will withstand any ordeal that will happen to you at the end of days. Rambam's
Letter to Yemen
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It shouldn't enter your mind to think that someone who violates the severe prohibitions
will not be punished for violating the less severe ones. Thisisonly an excuse to totally
release oneself from responsibility. However, Y eravem ben Navat, may his bones be
crushed, will be punished for the worship of the calves with which he sinned and caused
othersto sin, and will also be punished for having violated the commandment of dwelling
in a Sukkah on the holiday of Sukkos. Thisisthe essential principle of Torah and
religion. Study this and make the appropriate comparisons. Rambam'sL etter to
Yemen
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M oshe Rabbainu, the master of all prophets, who we overheard as G-d spoke to him, and
believed in him and his prophecy, told us that no other commandments would be given to
us from Heaven and that there is no other belief system and no Torah except for the one
[hegaveus|. . .. He also told us that the Torah will last forever. Therefore, any prophet
who says that the Torah was only meant for alimited time, is evidently afalse prophet. . .
Furthermore, it isimportant for you to know that just as there is no addition to the Torah
of Moshe, thereis no diminution in the traditional explanation of the Torah that the Sages
received in an unbroken chain. Thisisthe Oral Law. Rambam's L etter to Yemen
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It isimpossible for anyone to know the dating of the final end of history. Rambam's
Letter to Yemen
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However, we have a great and amazing tradition which | received from my father who
received it from his father and grandfather, dating all the way back to the exile of the
Jews of Jerusalem to Spain . . . which statesthat prophecy will return to the Jewish
peoplein the year four thousand nine hundred and seventy six from creation (1216 C.E.).
There is no doubt that the return of prophecy isan [immediate] first step towards the
coming of Moshiach. Rambam's L etter to Y emen



