4.

5.

CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

Describe the crucial role that Rabbi Y ehoshua played in
curtailing the power of the Minim?

What was Bei Avedan?
Describe five special qualities of Rabbi Abahu.
Describe Rabbi Abahu's relationship with the Minim.

Describe the circumstances of Rabbi Abahu's death.

7703

This and much more will be addressed in the sixth lecture of this
series: "Constantine and the Spread of Christianity".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go

back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons
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CONSTANTINE AND THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY
l. HaNotzrim
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On Friday they did not fast out of respect for the Sabbath; and certainly not on the
Sabbath. Why did they not fast on Sunday? — R. Y ochanan said: Because of the
Notzrim. R. Samuel b. Nachmani said: Because it is the third day after the creation of
Man. Resh Lakish said: Because of the additional soul. Taanis27b
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Said R. Tachlifab. Avdimi in the name of Shmuel: According to R. Yishmael it should
always be forbidden [to transact business with idolaters because of] Sunday. Avodah
Zara7b

. Disputations
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R. Y ehoshua b. Chananiawas [once] at the court of Caesar. A certain heretic showed him
[by gestures]: A people whose L-rd has turned His face from them — He showed him [in
reply]: His hand is stretched over us. Said Caesar to R. Y ehoshua: What did he show
thee?-A people whose L-rd has turned His face from them. And | showed him: His hand
is stretched over us. They [then] said to the heretic: What didst thou show him?A people
whose L-rd has turned His face from them. And what did he show thee? — | do not
know. Said they: A man who does not understand what he is being shown by gesture
should hold converse in signs before the king! They led him forth and slew him. When
the soul of R. Y ehoshuab. Chanania was about to go to its rest, the Rabbis said to him:
What will become of us at the hands of the unbelievers? Chagigah 5b
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The emperor asked R. Y ehoshua b. Chanania, ‘ Why did you not attend the Be Avedan?
‘The mountain is snowy, it is surrounded by ice, the dog does not bark and the grinders
do not grind,’” hereplied. Shabbos 152a
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Then they (the Roman interrogators) asked him (R. Elazar ben Perata), ‘Why did you not
go tothe Bei Avidan? Avodah Zarah 17b
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It was stated in the text: The blank spaces and the Books of the Minim, we may not save
them from afire. R.Y osal said: On weekdays one must cut out the Divine Names which
they contain, hide them, and burn the rest. R. Tarfon said: May | bury my sonif | would
not burn them together with their Divine Names if they came to my hand. For even if one
pursued meto slay me, or a snake pursued me to bite me, | would enter a heathen Temple
[for refuge], but not the houses of these [people], for the latter know (of G-d] yet deny
[Him], whereas the former are ignorant and deny [Him], and of them the Writ saith, and
behind the doors and the posts hast thou set up thy memorial. R. Yishmael said: [One can
reason] aminori: If in order to make peace between man and wife the Torah decreed, Let
my Name, written in sanctity, be blotted out in water, these, who stir up jealousy, enmity,
and wrath between Israel and their Father in Heaven, how much more so; and of them
David said, “Do not | hate them, O L-rd, that hate thee?” And am | not grieved with those
that rise up against thee? | hate them with perfect hatred: | count them mine enemies.
And just as we may not rescue them from afire, so may we not rescue them from a
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collapse [of debris] or from water or from anything that may destroy them. R. Y osef b.
Hanin asked R. Abbahu: Asfor the Books of Be Abedan, may we save them from afire
or not? — Yes and No, and he was uncertain about the matter. Rav would not enter a Be
Abedan, and certainly not a Be Nizrefe; Shmuel would not enter a Be Nizrefe, yet he
would enter a Be Abedan. Rava was asked: Why did you not attend at the Be Abedan? A
certain palm-tree stands in the way, replied he, and it is difficult for me [to passit]. Then
wewill remove it? — Its spot will present difficultiesto me. Mar b. Y osef said: | am one
of them and do not fear them. On one occasion he went there, [and] they wanted to harm
him. Shabbos 116a
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Rabbi Chiyabar Abba said: If the son of the adulterous woman saysto you, "There are
two G-ds," say to him, "I am the same G-d at the sea, | am the same G-d at Sinai." .

Rabbi Chiyabar Abba said: If the son of the adulterous woman saysto you, "There are
two G-ds," say to him, "Face to face did 'elokim' [the plural form] speak unto usisnot the
wording of the Scripture, but rather 'Hashem' [the singular form] spoke unto you."
Pesikta Rabos 21
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R. Yochanan said: In al the passages which the Minim have taken [as grounds] for their
heresy, their refutation isfound near at hand. Thus: Let us make man in our image, —
And G-d created [sing.] man in His own image; Come, let us go down and there
confound their language, — And the L-rd came down [sing.] to see the city and the
tower; Because there were revealed [plur.] to him G-d, — Unto G-d who answereth
[sing.] mein the day of my distress; For what great nation is there that hath G-d so nigh
[plur.] untoit, asthe L-rd our G-d is[unto us] whensoever we call upon Him [sing.]; And
what one nation in the earth is like thy people, [like] Israel, whom G-d went [plur.] to
redeem for a people unto himself [sing.], Till thrones were placed and one that was
ancient did sit.

Why were these necessary? To teach R. Y ochanan's dictum; viz.: The Holy One, blessed
be He, does nothing without consulting His Heavenly Court, for it iswritten, The matter
is by the decree of the watchers, and the sentence by the word of the Holy Ones. Now,
that is satisfactory for all [the other verses]|, but how explain Till thrones were placed? —
One [throne] was for Himself and one for David. Even as it has been taught: One was for
Himself and one for David: thisis R. Akiba'sview. R. Y osei protested to him: Akiba,
how long will thou profane the Shechinah? Rather, one [throne] for justice, and the other
for mercy. Did he accept [this answer] from him or not? Come and hear! For it has been
taught: Oneisfor justice and the other for charity; thisis R. Akiba's view. Said R.
Eleazar b. Azariah to him: Akiba, what hast thou to do with Aggada? Confine thyself to
[the study of] Negaim and Ohaloth. But one was athrone, the other afootstool: athrone
for a seat and a footstool in support of His feet.

R. Nahman said: Hewho isas skilled in refuting the Minim asis R. Idith, let him do so;
but not otherwise. Once aMin said to R. Idith: It iswritten, And unto Moses He said,
Come up to the L-rd.-But surely it should have stated, Come up unto me! — It was
Metatron-[who said that], he replied, whose name is similar to that of his Master,-for it is
written, For my nameisin him.-But if so, [he retorted,] we should worship him! The
same passage, however, — replied R. 1dith says: Be not rebellious-against him, i.e.,
exchange Me not for him. But if so,-why isit stated: He will not pardon your
transgression?-He answered: By our truth-we would not accept him even asa
messenger,-for it iswritten, And he said unto Him, If Thy [personal] presence go not etc.
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A Minoncesaidto R. Yishmael b. Yosel: It iswritten, Then the L-rd caused to rain upon
Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the L-rd: but from him should have been
written! A certain fuller said: Leave him to me, | will answer him. [He then proceeded:] It
iswritten, "And Lamech said to hiswives, Ada and Zillah, Hear my voice, ye wives of
Lamech;"

Again the Emperor said to Rabban Gamliel, ‘He who created the mountains did not
create the wind, for it iswritten, For lo, thereisaformer of mountains and creator of
wind.” According to this reasoning, when we find it written of Adam, “And He created.”
...and, “And he formed” would you also say that He who created this [one [imb] did not
create that [another limb]? Further thereis apart of the human body just a handbreadth
square, which contains two holes, and becauseit is written, He that planteth ear, shall he
not hear; he that formeth the eye, shall he not see? would you maintain there too that He
who created the one did not create the other? * Even so,” he answered. ‘ Yet,” he [Rabban
Gamliel] rejoined, ‘at death both are brought to agree!” Sanhedrin 38b,39%a

1. Assimilation
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The Emperor proposed to R. Tanhum, ‘Come, let us all be one people.” ‘Very Well,” he
answered, ‘ but we who are circumcised cannot possibly become like you; do ye become
circumcised and like us.” The Emperor replied: ‘Y ou have spoken well; nevertheless,
anyone who gets the better of the king [in debate] must be thrown into the vivarium. So
they threw him in, but he was not eaten. Thereupon a heretic remarked: ‘ The reason they
did not eat himisthat they are not hungry.” They threw him [the heretic] in, and he was
eaten. Sanhedrin 39a
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The nations of the world try to influence the Jews by telling them: How long are you
going to die for your G-d, and be murdered, and give up your life for him? So many
punishments does He bring upon you! How much is looted from you! How many nations
does He bring upon you! Return unto us and we will make you the highest officers and
men of power! And the Jews enter their synagogues and houses of learning and open the
Sefer Torah and read (Leviticus 26), "And | will turn My face unto you and | will
multiply you. And | will place my dwelling place in your midst and My Spirit will no
longer reject you." And they thus become consoled. In the future when the End of Days
will come, the Holy One, blessed be He, will ask the Jews: | am puzzled. How did you
wait for Me al those years? And the people of Israel will reply: Had it not been for your
Torah which Y ou wrote for us, the nations of the world would have long taken us away
from You. Thisisthe meaning of the verse (Eichah 3:21), " | will take this to heart.
Therefore | long for you." And so too does David say, "If not for your Torah, | would be
destroyed in my suffering.” Pesikta Rabos 21

V.  Rabbi Abahu - The Sage of Caesaria
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(Koheles 7:18) "It is best to take hold of this," refersto Scripture. "And also from that do
not withdraw your hand," refers to Mishna. "For he that fears G-d shall fulfill them all,"
is best typified by Rabbi Abahu. Midrash Koheles Rabbah 7:18
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When Rabbi Abahu went down to Tiberias, the [other] disciples of Rabbi Y ochanan saw
him with a shining countenance. They told Rabbi Y ochanan that it seems that Rabbi
Abahu found atreasure. He said to them, "Perhaps he heard something new of Torah."
They came up to him and asked him, "What new thing of Torah have you heard?' He
replied, "An old [recently discovered] Tosefta." He applied to him the following verse,
"The wisdom of person isthe light of hisface." (Koheles 8:1) Talmud Yerushalmi
Shabbos 8:1
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R. Abbahu prescribed in Caesarea that there should be ateki'ah, three shebarim, ateru'ah
and ateki'ah. Rosh HaShanah 34a
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R. Abbahu announced in Caesarea that fish-entrails and fish-roe may be purchased from
anybody since the presumption is that they only come from Pelusium and Aspamia.
Avodah Zarah 39a
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R. Abbahu also said: At first | used to think that | was humble; but when | saw R. Abba
of Acco offer one explanation and his Amora offer another without his taking exception,

| considered that | was not humble. How did R. Abbahu display humility? — The wife of
R. Abbahu's Amorasaid to R. Abbahu's wife, ‘ My husband has no need of [instruction
from] your husband; and when he bends down and straightens himself, he merely pays
him respect’. R. Abbahu's wife went and reported this to him, and he said to her, ‘Why
worry about it? Through me and him the All-Highest is praised’ . Further, the Rabbis
decided to appoint R. Abbahu as principal [of the Academy]; but when he saw that R.
Abba of Acco had numerous creditors [pressing for payment], he said to the Rabbis,
‘Thereisagreater [scholar than | for the office]’. R. Abbahu and R. Hiyyab. Abba once
came to aplace; R. Abbahu expounded Aggada and R. Hiyyab. Abba expounded legal
lore. All the people left R. Hiyya b. Abba and went to hear R. Abbahu, so that the former
was upset. [R. Abbahu] said to him: ‘1 will give you a parable. To what is the matter like?
To two men, one of whom was selling precious stones and the other various kinds of
small ware. To whom will the people hurry? Isit not to the seller of various kinds of
small ware? Everyday R. Hiyyab. Abba used to accompany R. Abbahu to his
lodging-place because he was esteemed by the Imperial house; but on that day R. Abbahu
accompanied R. Hiyyab. Abbato hislodging-place, and still his mind was not set at rest.
Sotah 40a
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V. Rabbi Abahu - Protector of His People
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‘And aman of rank’ — this means one for whose sake favour is shown to his [entire]
generation, like R. Chanina b. Dosa, for instance, on high; [or] below, like R. Abbahu at
the court of Caesar. Chagiga 14a
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When R. Abbahu came from the Academy to the court of the Emperor, hand-maids from
the Imperial house went out towards him and sang before him thus, * Prince of his people,
leader of his nation, shining light, blessed be thy coming in peace!” Kesubos 17a
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R. Kahana's beauty is areflection of R. Abbahu's; R. Abbahu'sis areflection of our
Father Jacob's; our Father Jacob's was areflection of Adam's. Bava M etzia 84a
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R. Abbahu was once standing in a bath house, two slaves supporting him, when [the floor
of] the bath house collapsed under him. By chance he was near a column [upon which] he
climbed taking up the slaves with him. Kesubos 62a
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R. Abbahu was sitting and reporting this teaching in the name of R. Y ochanan,
whereupon R. Ammi and R. Assi averted their faces. (Some say it was R. Hiyya b. Abba
who reported this teaching, whereupon R. Ammi and R. Ass averted their faces). To this
R. Papa demurred: Granted [that they could not say anything against] R. Abbahu,
because of the high regard the Imperial house had for him, but as for R. Hiyyab. Abba,
they should have told him explicitly that R. Y ochanan had not said so! Yoma 73a
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R. Abbathe son of R. Chiyab. Abba and R. Zera were standing in the open squarein
Caesarea a the entrance of the Beth-Hamidrash. R. Ammi came out and found them
standing there and said, "Have | not told you that during sessions at the House of Study
you shall not stand outside?' Chulin 86b
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Rabbi Abahu said, "Behold, Rabban Gamliel (V) asked methe question if it is permitted
to go to the fair [run by pagans] and | forbade him." But didn't we learn that one is
allowed to to go to such afair and purchase male and female slaves and Resh Lakish
explained that it does not refer solely to Jewish slaves but even to non Jews because in
the process we are bringing them under the wings of the Divine Presence? The reason
[Rabbi Abahu] ruled so is because Rabbi Gamliel was aman of diminished stature and
Rabbi Abahu wanted to set special rulesto keep himin line. Talmud Yerushalmi
Avodah Zarah 1:1

VI. Rabbi Abahu and the Minim
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Rabbi Abahu said: If someonetédlsyou, "I am G-d," heisaliar. [If hetellsyou,] "l am
the [saintly] son of man,” the end will be that you will be disappointed in him. [If he
tellsyou,] "l am going to rise to heaven", heisjust talking and will not fulfill it. Talmud
Yerushalmi Taanis 2:1
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"I am the L-rd your G-d" (Exodus 20:2) Rabbi Abahu said: It is analogous to a mortal
king who rules and yet has a father or brother. The Holy One, blessed is He, is different.
(Isaiah 44:6) "I amfirst," | have no father. "I amlast,”" | have no son. "And without me
thereisno G-d," | have no brother. Shemos Rabbah 29:4
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R. Abbahu commended R. Safrato the Minim as alearned man, and he was thus
exempted by them from paying taxes for thirteen years. One day, on coming across him,
they said to him; ‘It iswritten: You only have | known [or loved] from all the families of
the earth; therefore | will visit upon you all your iniquities, if oneisin anger does one
vent it on one's friend? But he was silent and could give them no answer; so they wound
ascarf round his neck and tortured him. When R. Abbahu came and found him [in that
state] he said to them, Why do you torture him? Said they, * Have you not told us that he
isagreat man? he cannot explain to us the meaning of thisverse!’ Said he, ‘| may have
told you [that he was learned] in Tannaitic teaching; did | tell you [he was learned] in
Scripture? — ‘How isit then that you know it? they contended. ‘We,” he replied. ‘who
are frequently with you, set ourselves the task of studying it thoroughly, but others do not
study it as carefully.” Said they, *Will you then tell usthe meaning? ‘I will explain it by
aparable.” hereplied. ‘To what may it be compared? To a man who is the creditor of two
persons, one of them afriend, the other an enemy; of hisfriend he will accept payment
little by little, whereas of his enemy he will exact payment in onesum!” Avodah Zarah
4a
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What about R. Abbahu, who too was a distinguished man, yet Jacob the Min prepared for
him amedicine for hisleg, and wereit not for R. Ammi and R. Asi who licked hisleg, he
would have cut his leg off? — The one [who attended] R. Y ochanan was an expert
physician. — So too was that of R. Abbahu, an expert physician! — It was different in
the case of R. Abbahu, for Minim adopt the attitude of "L et me die with the Philistines"
(Judges 16:30). Avodah Zarah 28a
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VI. The Death of Rabbi Abahu
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When Rabbi Abahu died, the very pillars of Caesariawept. The Samaritans [Minim]
claimed that they were rgjoicing. The Jews replied [sarcastically], "The distant ones (the
pillars?) know how to rejoice just like those that are close (the Minim?).

When Rabbi Abahu died, [he saw in avision that] thirteen rivers of Apharsimon (arare
fragrant oil) appeared to flow before him. He said to them, "Who are these for?' They
replied, "For you." He said to them, "All of these for Abahu, and | thought that "for
naught did | labor" (Isaiah 49:4).

The Holy One, blessed is He, shows the righteous their reward while they're still in this
world and their soul is satisfied and then they sleep. Thisis akin to aking that made a
banquet and wrapped all the kinds of things that were to be served in atablecloth. As
soon as the guests walk in, they view the spectacle and their soul is satisfied and they
then can rest [before the meal]. Talmud Yerushalmi Avodah Zarah 3:1



