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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. How did Rabbi Y ehoshua's mother influence his spiritual and
intellectual development?

2. What was Rabbi Y ehoshua's most outstanding attribute?
3.  Towhichtribe did Rabbi Y ehoshua belong?

4.  With which Roman emperor was Rabbi Y ehoshuain close
contact?

5. Givethree examplesof Rabbi Y ehoshua's wisdom?

This and much more will be addressed in the sixth lecture of this
saries; "Rabbi Y ehoshua: The Brilliant Advocate”.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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RABBI YEHOSHUA: THE BRILLIANT ADVOCATE
l. Fortunate Is She Who Bore Him
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[Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai describing] Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Chanania: Fortunate (or
praiseworthy) is she who bore him. Avos 2:8

The expression "fortunate” or "praiseworthy” ( )*3wx without qualification indicates that
it isal encompasssing and [that Rabbi Y ehoshua] embraced all the positive qualities for
which a person is considered "fortunate" or "praiseworthy”. Commentary of Rabainu
Yonaibid.

[Rabbi Y ehoshua] was an expert in al subjects of study, he was an adviser, and was close
to the government. | have heard [that he grew up to be such a sage] because of his
mother. The whole time that she was pregnant, she would go around to al the Study
Hallsin the city and ask them, "I beseech you, please pray that this fetus should grow up
to beasage." Rashi ibid.
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He (Rabbi Dosa ben Hyrkanus) saw Rabbi Y ehoshua and cited the following Scripture
regarding him: Whom shall He teach knowledge? and whom shall He make to understand
doctrine? those that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. (Isaiah 28:9)
"I recall that his mother would bring his crib to the synagogue so that his ears would
cling to the words of Torah." Yerushalmi Yevomos1:6
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Rabbi Y ehoshua: He (Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai) quoted the following verse regarding
him: And athreefold cord is not quickly broken. (Koheles4:12)  Avos D'Rabbi Nasan
14:3
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The emperor's daughter said to Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Chananiah, "Such comely wisdom in
an ugly vessel!" Hereplied, "Learn from your father's palace. In what is the wine

stored?' "In earthern jars," she answered. "But all people store in earthern vessels, and
you too likewise! Y ou should keep it in jars of gold and silver!" So she went and had the
wine replaced in vessels of gold and silver, and it turned sour. "Thus," said he to her,
"The Torahislikewise!" "But are there not handsome people who are learned too?"

"Were they ugly they would be even more learned," he retorted. Nedarim 50b
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Rabbi Y ehoshua delivered a discourse on "Maaseh Merkava' (The mystic explanation on
the prophetic vision recorded in Ezekiel Chapter 1) in the presence of Rabban Y ochanon
ben Zakai. Chagigah 14b
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Rav Yehudasaid in Rav's hame: A Sanhedrin must not be established in a city which
does not contain two who can speak [all seventy languages] and one who understands
them. In the city of Betar there were three and in Y avneh four: Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi

Y ehoshua, Rabbi Akiva, and Shimon the Temanite, who used to discuss before them
sitting on the ground. Sanhedrin 17b
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Rabbi Y ehoshuawas the "Av Bais Din" (Head of the Rabbinical Court). Bava Kama
74b

H.

YWIT 227 2173 RND 797 PRODM3 /7T YT RNPDA CPIR I YWINY 0277 DXOHN3 1T

77 oM Y MR YWIN °297 7PNDI0R TR0 DRODMHA 1T 7PnE oYW XNDI01 RN IR

AP 7Y wawh InR 2315 9 9K RN NONPRT ORI 091D X219V 19 M7 Ny

A2 INRI T2 79 95 D MR INIR VNN 7730 XMW ONIART MIPDOT DR VNN
22 NPT .7P02

Rabbi Gamliel and Rabbi Y ehoshua once travelled on board a ship. Rabbi Gamliel had
with him some bread only, while Rabbi Y ehoshua had with him bread and flour. When
Rabbi Gamliel's bread was consumed he depended on Rabbi Y ehoshua's flour. "Did you
know," the former asked him, "that we should be so much delayed that you brought flour
with you?' The latter answered him, "A certain star rises once in seventy years and leads
the sailors astray, and | suspected it might rise and lead us astray." "Y ou possess so

much knowledge," the former said to him, "and yet must travel on board a ship!" Horios
10a

. Rabbi Y ehoshua The Levi
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It happened that Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Chanania went to assist Rabbi Y ochanan ben
Gudgeda in the fastening of the Temple doors, whereupon he said to him, "My son, turn
back, for you are of the choristers (the Levitesthat sing at the libation ceremony), not of
the door-keepers." Arachin 11b
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It was taught: Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Chanania stated, "When we used to rejoice at the
place of the Water-Drawing, our eyes saw no sleep. How was this? The first hour was the
daily morning sacrifice, from there to prayers, from there to the additional sacrifice, then
the prayersto the additional sacrifice, then to the House of Study, then the eating and
drinking, then the afternoon prayer, then the daily evening sacrifice, and after that the
rejoicing at the place of the Water-Drawing." Sucah 53a
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If aman had his produce at a distance from him, he must [take the necessary tithes and)]
call by name thereof. Once it happened that Rabban Gamliel and the Elders were
travelling home by ship, and Rabban Gamliel said, "One tenth which | shal measureis
given to Y ehoshua, and the place thereof isleased to him; the other tenth which | shall
measure is given to Akiva ben Y oseph that he may hold it for the poor, and the place
thereof isleased to him". R. Y ehoshua said, "The tenth which | shall measureisgivento
Elazar ben Azariah, and the place thereof isleased to him," and they each received rent
one from another. Maasar Shaini 5:9

[1. Words of Wisdom
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There was an incident with Rabbi Y ehoshua that a man came early in the morning to him.
He gave him food and drink and brought him up to the roof (or second story) to sleep. He
(Rabbi Y ehoshua) took away, however, the ladder [unbeknownst to his guest]. What did
the guest do? He got up in the middle of the night and took the vessels [that belonged to
Rabbi Y ehoshua] and wrapped them in histalis. But when he attempted to go down the
from the roof (or second story) he fell and broke his neck. In the morning Rabbi

Y ehoshua got up and found him sprawled out. He said, "Rogue! Thisiswhat people like
you do?' Hereplied, "Rabbi, | didn't realize that you removed the ladder from under me."
"Rogue! Don't you know that yesterday we were on our guard for you," he retorted. From
this [incident] Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Levi [concluded and] said, "Every person should be
held in your eyeslike athief, but you should honor him asif he would be Rabban
Gamlid." Derech Eretz Rabbah Chapter 5
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Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Chananiah remarked, "No one has ever had the better of me except
awoman, alittle boy and alittle girl. What was the incident with the woman? | was once
staying at an inn where the hostess served me beans. On the first day | ate all of them
leaving nothing. On the second day too | left nothing. On the third day she over seasoned
them with salt, and, as soon as | tasted them, | withdrew my hand. 'My Master,' she said
to me, 'why do you not eat? 'l have already eaten,' | replied, 'earlier in the day." "You
should then,' she said to me, 'have withdrawn your hand from the bread." 'My Master,’
she continued, 'isit possible that you left as compensation for the former meals, for have
not the Sages laid down: Nothing isto be left in the pot but something must be left in the
plate? [as a compensation to the waitress]' What was the incident with the little girl? |
was once on ajourney and, observing a path across afield, | made my way through it,
when alittle girl called out to me, 'Master! Is not this part of the field? 'No," | replied,
'thisis atrodden path.' 'Robberslike yourself," she retorted, 'have trodden it down." What
was the incident with the little boy? | was once on ajourney when | noticed alittle boy
gsitting at a cross-road. '‘By what road,' | asked him, 'do we go to the town? 'Thisone,' he
replied, 'is short but long and that one islong but short.' | proceeded along the 'short but
long' road. When | approached the town | discovered that it was hedged in by gardens
and orchards. Turning back | said to him, 'My son, did you not tell me that this road was
short? 'And, hereplied, 'did | not also tell you, "but long"? | kissed him upon his head
and said to him, 'Happy are you, O Israel, all of you are wise, both young and old."
Eruvin 53b
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He left and found a young child with a covered vessdl in his hand and said to him, "What
are you holding in that covered vessel?' The child replied, "I1f my mother wanted you to
know what is in here, she would not have told meto cover it up." When he entered the
city, hefound ayoung girl standing and filling (her vessel) from the well. Said he to her,
"Please give me water to drink.” She said, "Y ou and your donkey.” When he had drunk
and turned to leave, he said to her, "My daughter, you have done like Rivka." She replied
to him, "l did like Rivka, but you did not do like Eliezer." Midrash Rabbah Eichah
1:19
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Rabbi Y ehoshua said: An evil eye (jealousy or greed), the evil inclination, and hatred of
other people remove a person from thisworld. Avos 2:11
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Rabbi Y ehoshua taught: The poor man does more for the philanthropist, than the
philanthropist does for the poor man. We see this with Ruth who said to Naomi, "The
name of the man that | worked (or did) with was Boaz." (Ruth 2:19) The verse ishot
written: [the man] who did (afavor) with me, but rather: which | did with him. She said
to her [in effect]: | did many works and favors with (or for) him today as aresult of the
piece of bread that he gave me. Vayikrah Rabbah 34:8

V. The Brilliant Advocate
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Our Rabbis have taught: Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Chananiah once happened to go to the
great city of Rome, and he wastold there that there was in the prison a child with
beautiful eyes and face and curly locks. He went and stood at the doorway of the prison
and said, "Who gave Jacob for a spoil and Israel to the robbers?' (Isaiah 42:24) The
child answered, "Isit not the Lord, He against Whom we have sinned and in whose ways
they would not walk, neither were they obedient unto Hislaw." (ibid.) Hesaid, "I feel
sure that this one will be ateacher and halachic guidein Isragl. | swear that | will not
budge from here before | ransom him, whatever price may be demanded.” It isreported
that he did not leave the spot before he had ransomed him at a high figure, nor did many
days pass before he became ateacher and halachic guide in Israel. Who was he? He was
Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha. Gittin 58a
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The emperor said to Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Chananiah, "l wish to see your G-d." He
replied, "Y ou cannot see him." "Indeed,” said the Emperor, "l will see him." He went
and placed the Emperor facing the sun during the summer solstice and said to him, "L ook
up atit." Hereplied, "l cannot." Said Rabbi Y ehoshua, "If at the sun which is but one of
the ministersthat attend the Holy One, blessed be He, you cannot look, how then can you
presume to look upon the Divine presence!" Chulin 59b
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The emperor said to Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Chanania, "Why has the Sabbath dish such a
fragrant odor?' "We have a certain seasoning,” he replied, "called the Sabbath, which we
put into it, and that givesit afragrant odour." "Give us some of it," he asked. "To him
who keeps the Sabbath," he retorted, "it is effectua; but to him who does not keep the
Sabbath it is of no use." Shabbos 119a
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Hadrian, may his bones be crushed, asked Rabbi Y ehoshua, "I am better than M oshe your
teacher.” "Why?' hereplied. "Because, | am alive and heisdead. It iswritten 'for alive
dog is better than adead lion." (Koheles 9:4)" He (Rabbi Y ehoshua) replied, "Can you
decree that no one will be allowed to light afire for three days?' Hereplied, "Yes!"

At night [after he had made the decree] they both went up to the roof of the palace. They
saw smoke rising from afar. [ They went to the source of the smoke and] asked them,
"What isthis all about? [Why did you violate the decree?]" They replied, "The mayor [of
village] became sick and a doctor came in to visit him in the morning and told him that he
wouldn't become better unless he drank hot water." [Rabbi Y ehoshua] remarked to him
(Hadrian), "May his spirit be deflated! (referring to Hadrian) Even while you're alive
your decrees are ineffective. Moshe our teacher, [on the other hand], from the time he
decreed upon us: Y ou shall not burn afire wherever you live on the day of the Sabbath
(Exodus 35:3), there hasn't been a Jew who hasit afire on the day of the Sabbath. How
can you say that you are better than he?' Rus Rabbah 3:2
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The Caesar Hadrian said to Rabbi Y ehoshua, "Great is [the power of] the lamb (the
Jewish people) that can stand amongst seventy wolves (the nations of the earth) [and till
survive]." Hereplied, "Great is the power of the shepherd (G-d) that saves them and
breaks [the power of the wolves] that stand before them." Esther Rabbah 10:11
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Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Chanania was at the court of Caesar. A certain unbeliever showed
him [by a certain movement of his hand]: A people whose Lord has turned His face from
them. He (Rabbi Y ehoshua) showed him: His hand is stretched over us. Said Caesar to
Rabbi Y ehoshua, "What did he show you?' "'A people whose Lord has turned His face
from them." And | showed him, 'His hand is stretched over us."

Then [Caesar] said to the heretic, "What did you show him?* "'A people whose Lord has

turned His face from them.™ "And what did he show you?' - "I do not know." Said he, "A
man who does not understand what he is being shown by gesture should hold conversein
signs before the king!" They led him forth and slew him. Chagigah 5b
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Chananiathe son of the brother of Rabbi Y ehoshua went to Capernaum. They did
something to him (meaning that they convinced him) and thereby they rode him on a
donkey on the Sabbath (an allusion to Zachariah 9:9). He went back to his uncle Rabbi

Y ehoshua who put on him an oil (an allusion to Moshiach m*w» he who is anointed with

oil) and healed him. He (Rabbi Y ehoshua) said to him, "Since the donkey of that evil
person was aroused in you, you cannot dwell any longer in the Land of Israel. Go down
from here to Babylon and there you should [remain and] die in peace." Midrash
Koheles Rabbah 1:8
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In the days of Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Chanania, the evil empire (Rome) decreed that the
Temple (Bais HaMikdash) should be rebuilt. Papus and Lulianus set up a system of
offices from Acco to Antioch to provide gold, silver, and all the other needsto all those
that were coming in from the Diasporato rebuild the Temple. The Samaritans, however,
went to the emperor and told him, "The Emperor should be aware that this city
(Jerusalem) isarebelliouscity. If it will be rebuilt, and the walls finished, neither the
property taxes, head taxes, nor tithe taxes of produce will ever be paid." He replied,
"What can | do? | have already decreed [that the Temple be rebuilt]." "Send them the
following message: Either change the place of the Temple [and keep the original
dimensions] or [make the following change:] increase it by five cubits or reduce it by five
cubits[so that the new structure will be different from the original]." Asaresult of the
influence of the Samaritans the project was halted.

There was a communal meeting regarding the building of the Temple that was being held
in the valley of Bais Rimon. When the [official] correspondence came [regarding the
Emperor's decision], they started to cry. [At that point there was a group that] was
planning to revolt against the government. [Some of the leadership then made the
suggestion and] said, "We should bring in some wise individual who will be able to quiet
down the crowd." [Another group] said, "Let us bring in Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Chanania
because he is the dean of the Y eshiva [and will know how to effectively deal with

them]." He (Rabbi Y ehoshua) came up and delivered the following discourse, "Once, the
lion after eating his prey, got a bone stuck in his throat. [Unable to remove it himself,] he
promised [the other animals] that the one who removes [the bone] will be rewarded.”
[Whereupon,] an Egyptian stork stuck itslong beak into the lion's mouth and extracted
[the bone]. The stork then asked the lion for itsreward. The lion replied, "[Y our reward is
that now] you will be able to tell everyone that you put your head in the lion's mouth and
you came out in one piece." [Continued Rabbi Y ehoshua,] "It is enough for usto have
come in [to the mouth of] this nation (Rome) and to have gone out in peace."  Midrash
Beraishis Rabbah 64:10
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V. The Death of the Advocate

A.
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When Rabbi Y ehoshua died, counsel and thought ceased. Sotah 49b

B.
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When the soul of Rabbi Y ehoshua was about to go to its rest, the Rabbis said to him,
"What will become of us at the hands of the apostates?' He answered them, "Counsel is
perished from the children; their wisdom is vanished." (Jeremiah 49:7) [ The Scripture
means to say that] as soon as counsel is perished from the children [of Israel], the wisdom
of the peoples of the world is vanished. Chagigah 5b



