SERIES X1 X LECTURE VII

CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Namethree of Rav Avraham Bing's most distinguished students.
2.  Nametwo of Rav Yaakov Ettlinger’s most influential students.
3. Describethe influence of Rav Y aakov Ettlinger on German Jewry.

4.  Describe Rav Yaakov Ettlinger’s attitude towards the leaders of the
Reform movement and to those laymen who were sympathetic to
Reform.

5. Describe Rav Yaakov Ettlinger’s duties as the Chief Rabbi of Altona.

This and much more will be addressed in the seventh lecture of this series:
" Rabbi Yaakov Ettlinger: The Gaon of Altona" .

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind as
you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
guestions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as well,
as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the memory and Li-ilui Nishmas
7Y 77797 H¥I117D RIW 7 73 1997 79

Mr. Zelman Sosne of blessed memory.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XIX Lecture #7
HAGAON RABBI YAAKQOV ETTLINGER: THE GAON OF ALTONA

[ The Protected Nation

A.

DonbYa KDY, DRWOM 10330 DR1T 0% SNTavnw 0°Tws 2 — DONORMA XY (XIN XN°anma

»°2 — anab 51T 1772 7°hHnI 17127 RNNDWNI 87 1V onh SnTNYaw L0017 N —

5w ok *NTAYRY L,(2°°07D) 0K 9% — DNX N2 I57Y ,TN0XY °2TM OnR TNTYIY s 17
N7 1I2°37 .N3797 °nonY °21 nha

In a Baraitha it was taught: “1 have not rejected them” (Leviticus 26:44) - in the days of the
Chaldeans, when | raised up for them Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; “neither did |
abhor them” (ibid.) in the days of the Greeks, when | raised up for them Shimon the Righteous
and Hasmonai and his sons, and Mattathias the High Priest; “to destroy them utterly” (ibid.) - in
the days of Haman, when | raised up for them Mordecai and Esther; “to break My covenant with
them” (ibid.) - in the days of the Romans (Persians), when | raised up for them the members of
the house of Rabbi [Y ehudah HaNasi] and the Sages of the various generations. M egilah 11a
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Resh Lakish said: What is the meaning of the verse (Genesis 5:1), “This is the book of the
generations of Adam”? Did Adam have a book? What it implies is that the Holy One, blessed be
He, showed to Adam every [coming] generation with its expositors, every generation with its
sages, every generation with its leaders. Avodah Zarah 5a

. HaRav HaGaon R. Asher Wallerstein
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Behold, in my youth, when | poured water over the hands (i.e. when | was a close disciple) of
our master, our teacher, Rav Asher, of blessed memory, when he was in the position of the
halachic authority of the holy community of Karlsruhe, my birthplace, |1 constantly heard him
speak the praises of his father's works (i.e. the Shaagas Aryeh, Turei Even, Gevuras Ari).
Approbation by Rav Yaakov Ettlinger on the publication of the Sefer GevurasAri
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Y ou should utilize all of your strength to [discover and] walk in the path of truth, to understand
the words of our Sages, verifying [your hypotheses] through the use of a thorough comparative
analysis in order not to veer away from the straight and true [meaning of the text]. Hashem, the
G-d of truth, shall guide you on the path of truth. Ethical Will to R. Asher’s son-in-law,
HaGaon Rav Alexander Aron
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... | found [in Karlsruhe] a breached (i.e. unprotected) valley, through our many sins, since most
of those who lived in this area kept their children out of the Bais Medrash (study hall). As a
result, the Torah was about to be forgotten from Israel, G-d forbid. Consequently, I firmly
resolved to strengthen the breaches of our holy religion to protect the youth of the Jewish people
for the sake of their honor and glory. [I made sure] that they study gemora on a daily basis, at
least until the age of thirteen. [When] | tested them and saw that they had made considerable
progress (lit. a sign of Divine blessing) | would honor them publicly, not by giving them a
monetary prize, but by calling them up to the Torah with the title, “Chaver” (i.e. Colleague), so
that they take the mussar (mora lesson) to heart and from then on continue to study with
diligence. Approbation of Rav Asher to his disciple, HaRav HaGaon R. Yaakov Kopel
Levinstein, 11th of Av 5572 (1812)

1. HaRav HaGaon R. Avraham Bing
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[We traveled to Wurtzburg] in order to seek out the word of G-d from the holy mouth of our
master and teacher, the great Gaon, the wonder of the generation, our famous and revered
master and teacher Rav Avraham Segal, may Hashem protect him, the Av Bais Din (Chief
Rabbi) of Wurtzburg and the genera surrounding area. Approbation of HaRav HaGaon R.
Y aakov Ettlinger to his colleague, HaRav HaGaon R. Yaakov Kopel Levinstein
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| heard from my master and teacher the Gaon R. Avraham Bing, of blessed memory, the Chief
Rabbi of Wurtzburg, in the name of his master, the most pious of the Kehunah (priesthood), the
Gaon R. Nasan Adler, of blessed memory, that women are required [to listen to Parshas Zachor].
He was concerned that even his maid servant should hear Parshas Zachor. I, myself, follow that
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ruling. It seems to me that his reasoning is [that the mention of the eradication of Amalek] is not
a time dependent mitzvah (commandment), as there is no demand that it be heard at a specific
time. TeshuvasBinyan Tzion Il Chapter 8
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In Teshuvas Zecher Smcha, Chapter 42, in a gloss, the author quotes his grandfather, the Chief
Rabbi of Wurtzburg (R. Yitzchak Dov Bamberger) in a teshuva to HaGaon R. Shlomo Kluger
which responds to all the points that [R. Shlomo Kluger] made. He concluded that the day is
defined as a complete 24 hour day. In addition, [his grandfather] wrote in the Teshuvas Yad Levi
(Chapter 62) in the name of HaGaon, the Av Bais Din [of Wurtzburg] Rav Avraham Bing in the
name of his master HaGaon, HaChasid, R. Nasan Adler, that the halacha is not in accordance
with the Terumas HaDeshen in this instance, but rather the period of seven days and thirty days
is defined as twenty four hour days. This also applies to [the status vis-avis] desecrating
Shabbos or fasting on Y om Kippur, as oneis alowed to be lenient in the case of awoman within
three days of her having given birth. Similarly within 7 twenty four hour days when she states
specifically that she needs [either to eat or that Shabbos be violated on her behalf]. . . . Teshuvas
Y abiah Omer, Volume 7, Orach Chaim Chapter 53
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Teshuva: Thisisin regards to the question whether it is forbidden for two brothers to marry two
sisters, as thisis in variance with the ethical will of Rabbi Y ehudah HaChasid. Behold, the Noda
BiYhuda (HaRav HaGaon R. Y echezkel Landau) Volume Il Even HaEzer Chapter 79 wrote that
R. Yehudah HaChasid had no power to forbid that which is expressly permitted in the Talmud.
Consequently, he wrote that [R. Y ehudah] HaChasid only instituted this for his progeny. In the
Sefer Divrei Chaim, Even HaEzer Chapter 8, [by Rav Chaim Halberstam] it is written that it isa
guestion whether [the ethical will] was solely meant for [R. Yehudah HaChasid' 5| progeny or
not. [I don’t presently have that Sefer in my possession to review his position]. | saw, however,
in the Sefer Zichron Avraham the following story: The two sons of the Gaon HaRav Avraham
Bing, of blessed memory, married two sisters. When the Gaon, of blessed memory, came back
from the wedding of his younger son, he fell off the wagon and hurt his hand. He immediately
exclaimed: Dos iz ein pahtch fon R. Yehudah HaChasid (This is a dlap from R. Yehudah
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HaChasid). In any case we see that the Gaon R. Avraham Bing was not careful to fulfill the will
of R. Yehudah HaChasid. Although he received a pahtch, this is because Hashem is scrupulous
with tzaddikim of his level that they not veer even a hair’s breadth. We, however, have no power
to publicly proscribe that which the Talmud expressly permitted, as we quoted above from the
Noda BiYhuda. . . . HaRav HaGaon R. David Tzvi Hoffman, Teshuvas Melamed L’Ho'il,
Volumelll, Chapter 19
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He spread Torah through the yeshiva. [He was a] Gaon and [halachic] guide, a prince of the
Torah [who] fought its battles [and] reached an old age. He was a chasid (pious) and an ascetic.
He was sanctified from the womb. He arose to the heights [as an] angel of G-d. Epitaph of
HaRav HaGaon R. Avraham Bing

IV.  Rav Yaakov Ettlinger and the Y eshiva of Wurtzburg
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| felt that | could fulfill my obligation [to honor the memory of R. Y aakov Ettlinger] by sharing
with the public, in the advanced years that Hashem has graciously granted me, the memories of
my youth during the time that | merited to be together with the deceased and was his roommate
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during the time that we learned the holy Torah in the yeshiva in Wurtzburg. At that time, the
deceased was a precious young man (bachur), a chosen of G-d. He came from his ancestra
home, with his stomach filled with the [proverbial] meat and wine of Torah, as he had learned
and was grounded in logical thinking by his teachers, HaRav HaGaon Rav Asher, of blessed
memory, and his father, Rav Aharon, of blessed memory. When he came, he was quite
accomplished in Torah, wisdom, and worldly knowledge, with his fear of G-d taking precedence
over his enduring Torah. In order to further gain knowledge in the truth of our holy Torah, he
brought himself to be near to our master and teacher, HaRav Gaon HaGaonim, the most
wonderous of the wonderous, HaRav Av Bais Din Moreinu V’Rabbainu HaRav Avraham Bing
Hal evi, of blessed memory. He also clung together with his fast friend, the deceased and famed
tzaddik HaGaon HaGaonim HaRav Eliezer Bergman of Jerusalem, may it be [speedily] rebuilt
and established. Those two students united as one to produce a clarity in halacha, just astwo iron
knives sharpen each other (See Taanis 7d). It was during that time that my ears merited hearing
much Torah from my master and teacher, [Rav Bing,] for they explained his profound words to
me and my eyes saw [the light]. This was especialy due to the great extent that [R.] Yaakov
[Ettlinger], that perfect person, constantly and diligently studied in the “tent” of Torah and went
from strength to strength from Scripture to Mishnah, . . . to Gemora and to the early and later
Commentators (Rishonim & Acharonim). He plumbed deeply into the Poskim (legal authorities)
through careful analysis. He wrote down his many insights into all the areas of halacha and
Tamud, and derashos more precious than fine gold in halacha and agadata. He presented his
novel insights to his master, our teacher [Rav Bing] of blessed memory, to discuss it with him.
Many of these insights found grace in his eyes and [Rav Bing] crowned him with the splendor of
the crown of semichas chachomim (rabbinic ordination). The accomplishments of his later years,
the works that he composed, gave evidence to the illuminated foundations that he had laid in his
youth, upon which he built higher and higher. Regarding such a person did our Sages say,
“Fortunate is he who comes here [the afterlife] with his learning in his hand.” (Pesachim 50a,
Bava Basra 10b) He [left the yeshiva grounds] and attended lectures in the university for only a
few days a week and then for only a few hours. This was due to the needs of the hour (to have
attained a university education) and in order to acquire worldly knowledge. This was sufficient
for him to become well versed in worldly knowledge and to gain the ability to defend Judaism
from those of the left wing and the degraders of Torah and the heretics. But even during that
period he did not cease thinking of Torah and he never ceased engaging in Torah and Mitzvos
with great diligence. Most nights he didn’t fall asleep before midnight, for the Torah of Hashem
was his sole desire. He lived then an ascetic lifestyle, sufficing on little food, so as to avoid the
pleasures of satiety, as is stated in the writings of Raavad, in Baal HaNefesh. This was done
despite the fact that his parents would have willingly given him anything that he so desired in
order that he would be able to learn Hashem’s Torah with a clear mind. He also fasted many
days voluntarily. Despite all of this, he learned Torah with unceasing diligence. Hashem blessed
him with great strength. . . . HaRav David Weisskoff, Rav of Wallerstein

V. Karlsruhe
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From the time | reached maturity, many groups [of young men] flocked to me. Some of them are
today in a position of authority [as rabbis of communities]. R. Yaakov Ettlinger, Preface to
Sefer Bikurei Yaakov
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Also the righteousness of my master, my father-in-law, the philanthropist and leader, the honored
Kaufmann Turlach [Wormser], may Hashem protect him, stood by me that | could learn with
peace of mind and plumb the depths of halacha. R. Yaakov Ettlinger, Preface to Aruch L’ Ner,
Sanhedrin

VI. Altona
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The following are the terms of the contract (07277 *127) for the rabbinate: We have bound

ourselves for the next three years, through the bonds of eternal love, a love that is only
dependent upon the word of Hashem to guide us on the path that we should take and the deeds
that we should perform. It is incumbent upon us to listen to orders of the magistrate (Rav) who
will be currently in office and we have therefore elucidated our mutual sacred responsibilities. . .

Responsibilities:

1) [The Rav] isa G-dly prince in our midst to guide our community to [travel on] the King's
highway, the King of the world, [through] the Torah, the mitzvos, and ways of Hashem. His
voice, the voice of Yaakov, shall be heard upon his entrance to the sanctuary [of the synagogue],
the miniature Temple, forceful words of admonition uttered with love, every Shabbos and [at
least] once every holiday. A sermon (drush) shall be given at least one time a month, on the
Shabbos that we bless the new month (Shabbos Mevorchim), delivered in the language of the
nation within whom we dwell (i.e. German), which will [be designed to] penetrate the hearts of
al that listen, old and young, and even the non-Jew who would come [to visit] this house [of
prayer]. On the other Shabbos days and holidays, our master, after gaining a thorough
understanding of the needs of the community, shall preach in a most effective manner to
motivate his listeners, in accordance with his judgement. No one in this community has
permission to publicly deliver a drasha (speech or sermon) without his express permission and
the express permission of the community’s Board of Governers.

2) Our master is to be in charge of the synagogues of the community. No one, besides him,
has any permission to make any changes, to add or subtract, from the customs of our forefathers.
Everything shall be done according to his say so. Our master is [also] to be in charge of the
supervision of the studies of the children of the poor [whose education is paid for by the
community], those from whom [our Sages have said (Nedarim 81a)] that the Torah shall issue
forth. Their education shall be one that is pleasing in the eyes of Hashem and of humanity.

3) As is common knowledge, many years have already passed since Hashem had inspired
the hearts of the kind kings of Denmark, may they be exalted, to do good to the Jews who live
under their authority, especially those who live in the counties of Schleswig and Holstein, from
here (Altona) up until the river Kleineh Belti. AlImost two hundred years ago, our community, the
holy community of Altona, was given the specia privilege, a privilege which is still in effect,
having been reiterated by all of the successive kings who have sat on the royal throne of
Denmark, including our master, the pious king, Frederick VI, may he be exalted, to adjudicate
civil cases of [contested] inheritance and [other] conflicts, whether it be between single
individuals or an individual against a group, in accordance with our holy Torah. Originally, until
the year 1811 (5572), this privilege extended to the residents of the adjacent city of Hamburg,
where they were under the protection of the kings of Denmark, and they brought their grievances
to this Bais Din [of Altona]. Even today, if a Jew from that city has a dispute with a Jew from
this city or this area, they can only bring that case in front of this Bais Din. Our master, the
Gaon, may Hashem protect him, is to sit on the throne of justice as the Chief Judge (Av Bais
Din) and will be in charge of all of the activities of the Bais Din. He shall issue hisjust rulingsin
accordance with the laws of our holy Torah and the community’s ordinances and the set customs
of our city. [Further] details regarding issuing legal decisions and the nature of the court over
which our master will preside will be completely clarified to him when he will come, with G-d's
help. It is aso evident that if Hashem moves the heart of our master, the king, may his honor be
exalted, to give us the rights of [Danish] citizenship, and, consequently, our unique privileges



Series XIX 9 Lecture #7

regarding an independent Torah based judiciary, may partialy or entirely be rescinded, then our
master, our teacher, will be free from this burden. [In that event,] the Rav will not suffer any loss
of his[regular] salary and we, the board, will be free from any responsibilites associated with the
functioning of the court.

4) Regarding rulings associated with grievances and injuries between two parties, the king,
may his honor be exalted, has given a[royal order] to the community’s board in conjunction with
the Rav, that the Rav should adjudicate the case and announce who is the guilty party and is
subject to afine or punishment. It is up to the community’ s board to decide the nature of the fine.
In the situation where the litigants bring their complaints to the community’s board, it is
incumbent upon the Rav, if called, to enter the boardroom and sit in his place of honor, at the
head of the board. Similarly, this applies to all community affairs where the decision must be
ratified by the Torah authority of the city or any time when the board is desirous of hearing his
advice and opinion, an opinion based upon his Torah knowledge and sound practical judgement.

5) If a person passes from this world, leaving over children or other heirs, either minors or
adults, and didn't leave specific directives that the community’s board should oversee [and
appoint a committee] to finalize the distribution of assets, if the deceased left a will which
empowered the appointees of the community to open and read his will it should be sent to our
master, may Hashem protect him, and it is up to him to decide [regarding the validity of the will]
whether the community’ s board [appointed committee] should finalize it or not.

During his administration no one is allowed to officiate at a wedding (mesader kiddushin)
without receiving permission from him to do so. If the person requesting to be the officiating
rabbi is from a different area, our master is not allowed to officiate or grant them permission to
officiate without express permission from the community’ s board.

6) Regarding appointing a guardian over orphans and their estate, it is in the hands of our
master, together with the communal board. It is incumbent upon our master, together with two
appointees of the community to oversee the orphan’s estate and to audit the accounts of the
guardian every year.

7) The appointment of dayanim (rabbinical judges) and the bestowing of the title, chacham
(scholar) or moreinu (our master) should be done by our master in conjunction with the
communal board.

8) If the judges of the city decide that a Jew should swear, contradicting the claims of a
non-Jew, it is incumbent upon our master to stand at the side of the person who is making the
oath and to instill fear in his heart [regarding the terrible punishments that will befall one who
swears falsely], in accordance with the statute of the king, may his honor be exalted.

9) It is the sole responsibility of our master to officiate at the weddings of our community as
well asto officiate at al of the weddings of the various communities and settlements of the area
[of Schleswig-Holstein]. If, G-d forbid, a couple sues for divorce, it is his responsibility to
oversee the divorce (get) proceedings together with the other dayanim (rabbinic judges). If a get
is requested from a different area, he should not oversee the proceedings without the express
permission of the communal board.

10) It isthe sole responsibility of our master to rule on questions whether something is either
forbidden or permitted. Without his permission and appointment, no person may rule on such
matters within the entire area [of Schleswig-Holstein]. Similarly, no one is allowed to ritualy



Series XIX 10 Lecture #7

slaughter without first showing their knives to him and without receiving permission (kabbalah)
from him. It is his sole responsibility to supervise the wines and cheeses that are imported from
other areas that they not be sold here without his permission. It is the responsibility of our master
to issue a document verifying the kosher status of those products that are sold here or sent from
here to another area. Similarly, it is his responsibility to oversee al of those that are involved in
holy work (mileches shomayim i.e. tefillin, mezuzos etc.), [to prevent] any misshap (stumbling)
from occurring that may compromise the integrity of the community of those who faithfully keep
the Torah.

. . . Besides that which is written, it is incumbent upon us to honor and exalt him, as is the
custom of our forfathers. We are sure that our master that he is counted amongst the tzaddikim of
whom it issaid, “[they speak little] but do much.” . .. Sunday, the fourth of Teves, “Hagidu Zos
b'Bais Yaakov” (5596 - 1835/36). - Contract for the Rabbinatein Altona
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Also here, in our Bais Din, we have ruled thus countless times, since the seat of the rabbinate [of
Altona] was occupied by great recognized authorites such as the Gaon, author of the Knesses
Yechezkel (Rav Yecheskel Katzenellenbogen) and the author of the Tumim (R. Yonoson
Eybeschuetz) and, in al probability, the [Bais Din here] acted in this manner in accordance with
their rulings. The Dayanim of our community told me that before I came to this community they
wrote to the Gaon, the author of the Chasam Sofer, of blessed memory, regarding this and he too
agreed with them that in order to insure the integrity of the case (limigdar milsa) the defendent
should be required to swear. Still and all, it was difficult for me to issue a contradictory ruling
against the ruling of the Rivash until | found that the author of the Tashbatz, Volume Il Chapter
19 issued such a contradictory ruling against the Rivash, that the defendant cannot be exempted
from taking an oath. . . . Rav Yaakov Ettlinger, Teshuvas Binyan Tzion, Chapter 155
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He who determines life to all living creatures, blessed is He and blessed is His great name. When
it will be decreed upon me, after a hundred years (sic), when my soul is gathered unto Him, |
command that the following should be implemented:

1) Immediately after my demise, three Torah scholars shall study Torah [in my honor] up
until the time of burial, i.e. after the first one is finished studying [one of] the other two shall
begin. The payment of their services will be determined by my wife, may she live [and be well].
2) Between the period of time between the death and the burial, charity to the poor should
be distributed; the amount equal to the product of the numerical equivalent of Yaakov (182)
times four shillings (i.e. 728 shillings).

3) | request that a symbolic punishment of the four deaths meted out by Bais Din should be
done to my body: When my body is removed from the bed, it should be thrown down onto the
ground. Before they make the taharah, they should pour molten wax upon my heart. Afterwards
a kerchief shall be wrapped around my throat, with one person pulling one end and the other
person pulling the other end, similar to the [court imposed] death by choking. | didn’t merit the
fulfillment of my wish to be buried in the land of Isragl. | wish, however, that my body be totally
surrounded and buried in the dirt of Isragl. | have purchased a box of dirt from the land of Israel.
It isin the attic under my wife’'s supervision. With this you should directly cover my body, to the
extent possible, above the body and below it. If thisis impossible, then, at least, the dirt of the
land of Israel should cover the entire shrouds.

4) | am requesting from my sons not to follow the casket to the cemetery but to arrive there
beforehand on foot. (This was along standing custom in the community of Altona)
5) | demand from my family and others, in no uncertain terms, that they should not refer to

me with the appelate “tzaddik”, but rather when they mention my name they should either say,
“olov hashalom” or “zichrono livrochah” but not, “zecher tzaddik livrochah™.

6) Similarly, | am demanding that nowhere should | be eulogized. Instead, | am beseeching
my admirers, colleagues, and disciples to study mishniyos every day, for the merit of my soul, for
the entire year after my demise, as well as on my Y ahrtzeit. Through your efforts my judgement
will be more favorable. He who bestows kindness shall bestow upon you the kindness you are
bestowing upon me.

7) On my tombstone, there shouldn’t be any praises inscribed but rather [inscribe] only my
name, that | was the Av Bais Din here for the years that will be, and the name of the sefarim that
| composed in my [intellectual] impoverishment.

8) It is my sincere hope, since thereis a mitzvah to fulfill the wishes of a deceased, that none
of [my requests] will be left unfulfilled and that there shouldn’t be any changes made from what
| requested. [It is my wish that] perhaps | will merit being a meilitz tov (a good advocate) in the
world that is perfectly good for [al] those who fulfill my requests. This was written by me, on
Monday, the sixth of Adar, 5629 (1869). HaRav Y aakov Ettlinger

VII.  Dedling with Germany’s Challenges
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In the above mentioned sins [listed in Bava Basra 16b which Esav transgressed when Avraham
passed away] we find [the pattern of] the descent of sinners from stage to stage until the lowest
depths of Gehinnom. First they denigrate the Torah and are disgusted with it. Consequently, they
[figuratively] kill their spirit, as they become sinners who are considered to be [in a sense] dead.
And in order not to be frightened over the fact that they will be forced to give ajustification and
an accounting for their actions and consequently will not merit to be resurrected and receive a
portion in the next world, they deny the belief in an afterlife. And in order not to be frightened of
the fact the Holy One, blessed be He, supervises their actions and judges them in this world, they
deny the essential article of faith and say that there is no Divine justice and no Judge. When they
reach the stage of having totally thrown off the entire yoke of the faith of Israel then they
consider it a shame for themselves even to be addressed as Jews. Minchas Oni, R. Yaakov
Ettlinger, Parshas Toldos
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If you see that there are rebellious individuals who wish to destroy your Torah, then it is the time
to act for Hashem, to wage the war of Hashem against them. . . And he who wages the war of
the L-rd against the heretics should not restrain himself on account of the false argument that
peace is great and it is better to grasp in friendship anyone who may be termed a Jew than to
create a separation of hearts . . . and the reason for thisis that although peace between man and
man is great, nevertheless even better is peace between Israel and their Father in Heaven.
Therefore, he who avenges the vengeance of Hashem to strengthen the Torah, he is the one who
desires peace ands seeks it diligently. The proof of thisis Pinchas who avenged the vengeance of
Hashem to kill the degenerates . . . and was given as his reward by the Holy One, blessed be He,
acovenant of peace. Minchas Oni, R. Yaakov Ettlinger, Par shas Pinchas
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There are some leaders of the people who think concerning the rebellious in their congregation
and those who transgress the commandments of the L-rd, that it is better to leave them alone and
not to fight against them in order not to ignite the flame of quarrel and on their lipsis the love of
peace, for [in their view] there is nothing better than peace. However, thisis afaulty view for the
prophet says (Isaiah 48:22), “There is no peace, says Hashem, for the wicked.” On the contrary,
as long as these rebels have power, they cause a break between those who are faithful to Hashem
and the rebels and their followers. It is therefore incumbent upon one who |eads the people not to
draw back from fighting for the Torah of the L-rd and the enactments of His Sages on account of
fear of dissension. But his words must be gentle and graciousness must be upon his lips in order
that even his antagonists may recognize and know that he seeks not his own glory nor does the
pride of victory rule over him but rather that all his words and all his deeds are but for the glory
of G-d, to strengthen his Torah and to bring happiness to his congregation. . . . In this manner
does he reveal his nature in that he does not speak in conceited language to dominate the
rebellious but only to lead them back to the Torah. . . . Therefore Scripture does not stete,
“gather unto me seventy anashim” (men), [the plural form] but rather it employs the word ish
(man) [in the singular form] in order to indicate that aleader must be a man who combines these
two qualities, emulating Hashem of whom it is said, “Hashem is a man (ish) of war” to fight
against the adversaries of Israel, and also emulating Moses of whom it is said, “And the man
(ish) Moses was very humble.” When the leader’s words are uttered in camness and humility
and not in pride then they are words which come from the heart and will enter the heart and
through them will he accomplish the goa of his battle. Minchas Oni, R. Yaakov Ettlinger,
Par shas Bahaloscha - Numbers 11:16
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The reason that the Torah repeats the word “hochaiach [tochiach]” is teach us that when one
reproves his friend he should not merely say, “Do not do so” when he has has committed a
transgression or “Do so and so,” when he has ceased to perform a commandment, without
explaining to him the reason. Rather, one should explain to him the matter so that he will himself
understand the benefit of his being admonished to do so or to cease doing so. This is meaning of
the word “hochaiach” which means. . . to bring . . . proof (reprove). . . . He should reprove them
(hochaiach tochiach) [with evidence and logic] in a manner that they themselves will admit that
they have sinned and will not attempt to justify their actions. Minchas Oni, R. Yaakov
Ettlinger, Parshas Kodoshim
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| am completely aware of the complaints that are voiced in public [regarding the publication of
this work, Aruch LaNer] during a time when the heavens and their hosts are clothed in black,
when darkness covers the face of the earth and its inhabitants, and people chase vanities, despise
Torah knowledge, violate its statutes and hurl Hashem’'s Torah so far that it is [barely]
retrievable: “How could one compose such a work at this time? Is this what a person should
rightfully do? Breach after breach has been made in Hashem’'s Temple and the word of Hashem
has been made disgraced by its opponents, and you are drawing near to the altar and bringing
your offering? Do you think that this is pleasing to your Creator? Behold all of the masses
perceive this to be an abhorrent offering that will not be accepted [by G-d]! Have you forgotten
the teachings of your Sages that one should only spread Torah if it will be endeared to its
listeners, otherwise keep your teachings to yourself!” . . . [My answer to them is;] “Thank G-d,
the Jewish people are not widowed and there till exists a large group of the faithful whose
hearts burn with a love of the pure Torah and hold high its banner. It is only to that community
that | have brought my words and have placed it on the altar of the printing press.” Rav Yaakov
Ettlinger, Prefaceto the Aruch LaNer, Mesichta Y evamos, 1850
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Here, in our community, there are fourteen Jewish butchers. The magjority of their income derives
from selling to non-Jews. It does not enter the minds of even one of them, however, to ask me for
a dispensation to alow them to sell [their meat] through a non-Jew on Shabbos outside of their
business establishment. Teshuva from Rav Yaakov Ettlinger to Rav Yitzchak Dov
Bamberger, [the Rav of Wurtzburg], Sefer Yad Levi, Orach Chaim Chapter 42
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Even though they are forced to admit to the halachic validity of this [to excommunicate the
followers of Reform from the community], they don’t wish to act upon this, because the Gaon,
the Av Bais Din of Altona, despite his tremendous piety (chasidus) and all of his efforts to
denounce the actions of these rebels through [the periodical] Shomer Tzion, through [the
editorship of] Dr. Enoch, is afraid to actualy carry this out against the evil ones who dominate
over him. This is due to the fact that up until now they honor and exalt him as is the common
custom of German Jewry. Now even though most of the men of wealth are corrupt, consumed by
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the spirit of heresy, they don’'t act impudently and submit themselves to one who has acquired
the wisdom of the Torah, as in the previous generations. Consequently, they don't initiate any
changes, small or large, in the synagogues of Altona and Hamburg without the permission of
their Rabbanim. | was utterly amazed with their ancient customs, the length of their prayers
which they say word by word, much more than any of the synagogues of Poland. For that reason
the Rabbanim of Germany are afraid to openly provoke the wealthy members of the community
and publicize a ruling like this regarding the heretics so that they (the wealthy) don’t openly
forsake Judaism and destroy any vestige of good that remains with them. Letter of HaRav
HaGaon R. Shlomo Eiger to hisbrother. Igros Sofrim Chapter 60



