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THELIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons
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A LIGHT UNTO THE NATIONS

l. Light unto the Nations
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He used to say: Beloved isman, for he was created in G-d'simage; it isindicative of a
greater love that it was made known to him that he was created in G-d'simage, asitis
said: 'For in the image of G-d He made man.' Beloved are the people Isradl, for they are
described as children of the Omnipresent; it isindicative of a greater love that it was
made known to them that they are described as children of the Omnipresent, asit is said;
"You are children of Hashem Y our G-d." Beloved are the people Isragl, for a cherished
utensil was given to them; it isindicative of agreater love that it was made known to
them that they were given a cherished utensil, asit issaid: 'For | have given you agood
teaching; do not forsake My Torah." Avos 3:18
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And ye shall be unto me akingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words
which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. Exodus 19:6
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Hear, O Isragl: Hashem is our G-d, Hashem the One and Only. Deuteronomy 6:1
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I, the L-rd have cdled thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee,
and give thee for a covenant of the people, for alight of the nations. |saiah 42:6
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And it shall come to passin the last days, that the mountain of the L-rd's house shall be
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up
to the mountain of the L-rd , to the house of the G-d of Jacob; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the L-rd from Jerusalem. Isaiah 2:2-3
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Then al humanity will call upon Your Name. The Aleyenu Prayer

Il. The Secluded Nation
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For from the top of the rocks | see him, and from the hills | behold him; lo, it is a people
that dwelleth alone and is not reckoned among the nations. Numbers 23:9
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So the L-rd alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him. Deuter onomy
32:12
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And when the L-rd thy G-d shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite them, and
utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them;
Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his
son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. Deuteronomy 7:2-3
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L egislation was enacted to discourage dwelling amongst Gentiles lest the Jews imitate
their life style. Eruvin 62a

E.

TRRR 77 73 2°n5m1 7IOWA 3272 TWBKR 731 017 0315 %1 0PRR 72 O°R2TH ONKI

7R 2N Ynbnh XowVMPID AWIVT 0an TN N3 Renn 9o KOR AR WK

MR TOXR 9272 REPD 7IOWA p2TA KD 2057 1LY 7HYR 1051 2N 27 nbn

INa Rewm D KOR APOWA paTY 0IRY WHR 0371 13 IR2TYY PRYXR YT DR 73R

15y 7997 10333 030 2T LN AN MR *TMPNY XOVNRID AT 8oN TRYnY
3P 112705 .APOWA pATM 197K 29057

'‘But yethat did cleave unto the L-rd your G-d are alive every one of you thisday'; now is
it possible to cleave to the Divine presence concerning which it is written in Scripture,
'For the L-rd thy G-d isadevouring fire? But the meaning isthis. Any man who marries
his daughter to a scholar, or carries on atrade on behalf of scholars, or benefits scholars
from his estate is regarded by Scripture asif he had cleaved to the Divine presence.
Similarly you read in Scripture, "To love the L-rd thy G-d, (to hearken to His voice) and
to cleave unto Him." Isit possible for a human being to cleave unto the Divine presence?
But (what was meant isthis:) Any man who marries his daughter to a scholar, or carries
on atrade for scholars, or benefits scholars from his estate is regarded by Scripture as if
he had cleaved to the Divine presence. Kesubos 111b

1. Kingdom of Priests
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They shall call the people unto the mountain; there they shall offer sacrifices of
righteousness; for they shall suck of the abundance of the seas, and of treasures hid in the
sand. Deuteronomy 33:19
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Then the men feared the L-rd exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the L-rd, and
made vows. Jonah 1:16
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Rabbi Y ochanan replied in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Y ehozadak: It is proper that a
letter be rooted out of the Torah so that thereby the heavenly name shall be publicly
hallowed. For passers-by were enquiring, 'What kind of men are these? "These are royal
princes. 'And what have they done? 'They laid their hands upon unattached strangers.
Then they exclaimed, 'Thereis no nation in existence which one ought to join as much as
thisone. If the punishment of royal princes was so great, how much more that of
common men; and if such was the justice done for unattached proselytes, how much
more so for Israelites.’

A hundred and fifty thousand men immediately joined Israel asit is said, ‘And Solomon
had three score and ten thousand that bore burdens, and fourscore thousand that were
hewers in the mountain." Might not these have been Israglites? This cannot be assumed,
for it iswritten, 'But of the children of Israel did Solomon make no bondservants." But
that might have represented mere public service. The deduction, however, is made from
the following: 'And Solomon numbered all the strangers that werein the Land of Isradl,
etc. And they were found a hundred and fifty thousand etc. And he set threescore and
ten thousand of them to bear burdens, and fourscore thousand to be hewersin the
mountains.' Y evomos 79a
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IV.  Private Property
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Any who steals the smallest amount even the equivalent of a"pruta" (the smallest copper
coin) violates the prohibition "Thou shalt not steal”. It makes no difference if the money
belongsto a Jew or Gentile. Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 348:2
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|s there anything which is permitted to an Israelite and forbidden to a Gentile. Chulin
33a
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Rav Huna said: Whence do we learn that the robbery of a heathen is prohibited?
Because it says: 'And thou shalt consume al the peoplesthat the L-rd thy G-d shall
deliver unto thee'. Only in the time (of war) when they were delivered in thy hands this
is permitted, whereas thisis not so in the time (of peace) when they are not delivered in
thy hand. Hislost articleis permissible, for Rav Hama bar Guria said that Rav stated:
Whence can we learn that the lost article of a heathen is permissible? Because it says:
'‘And with all lost things of thy brother's’; it isto your brother that you make restoration,
but you need not make restoration to a heathen. But why not say that this applies only
where the lost article has not yet come into the possession of the finder, in which case he
isunder no obligation to look round for it, whereas if it had already entered his
possession, why not say that he should return it. Said Ravina: 'And thou hast found it'
surely implies that the lost article has already come into his possession.

It was taught: Rabbi Pinchas ben Y air said that where there was a danger of causing a
profanation of the Name, even the retaining of alost article of aheathenisacrime.
Shmuel said: It is permissible, however, to benefit by his mistake asin the case when
Shmuel once bought of a heathen a golden bowl under the assumption of it being of
copper for four zuz and also left him minus one zuz. Bava Kama 113b
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And the world was filled with violence (robbery). Genesis6:11
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He who returns alost object to a Cuthean, - concerning him does Scripture say, "To add
drunkenessto thirst: The L-rd will not spare him." (Deuteronomy 29:18) Sanhedrin 76b
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It is forbidden to deceive people even Gentiles. Chulin 94a

V. The Ways of Peace
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One should aways strive to be on the best terms with his brethren and his relatives and
with all men and even with the heathen in the street, in order that he may be beloved
above and well-liked below and be acceptable to his fellow creatures. It was related of
Rabbi Y ochanon ben Zakkai that no man ever gave him greeting first, even a heathen in
the street. Berachos 17a
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Even regarding heathens, the Sages commanded usto visit their sick, bury their dead
together with the Jewish dead and to support their poor together with the Jewish poor in
order to promote the ways of peace. Behold it is stated in Scripture, "G-d is good to all
and His compassion is on Hisworks." (Psalms 145:9) It isalso stated in Scripture, "Its
ways are the ways of pleasantness and all Its paths are peace." (Proverbs 3:17) Rambam
Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Melachim 10:12



