7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Who were Rabbi Y ehudah's teachers?

2. Who were his colleagues?

3. Describe the circumstances of Rabbi Y ehudah'srise to
the official position of keynote speaker .

4.  How did this appointment affect Jewish-Roman
relations?

5.  Where was Rabbi Y ehudah's original residence? final
resdence?

This and much more will be addressed in the seventh lecture of
this series: "First Among Equals’.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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FIRST AMONG EQUALS
l. Disciple and Scholar

A. Outstanding Wisdom
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Welearned in Braiisa: Issi ben Y ehudah used to specify the distinctive merits of the
various Sages. Rabbi Meir was wise and a scribe, Rabbi Y ehudah was wise when he
desired. Gittin 67a
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R. Yacov bar Idi ruled in the name of R. Y ochanan: In adispute between R. Meir and R.
Y ehudah the halachah isin agreement with R. Yehudah. . . . R. Abba haslaid down on
the authority of R. Y ochanan that in a dispute between R. Y ehudah and R. Shimon the
halachah isin agreement with R. Y ehudah. Eiruvin 46b

B. Disciple of His Father
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For it was only because R. Y ehudah was the son of R. 1lai, and R. I1ai was the disciple
of R. Eliezer that he [R. Judah] taught you the view of R. Eliezer. M enachos 18a

C. Disciple of Rabbi Tarphon
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It has been taught: R. Judah said: When | was aboy, | read it [the Megillah] before R
Tarphon and the eldersin Lydda. They said to him: A proof cannot be adduced from a
recollection of boyhood. Megilla 20a
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It was taught, Rabbi Y ehudah said: We were once spending the Sabbath in the upper
chamber of Nithzeh's house in Lydda, when an eggshell was brought, which we filled
with oil, perforated, and placed over the mouth of the lamp; and though  Rabbi Tarphon

and the elders were present, they said nothing to us. Said they [the Sages| to him, Thence
[you adduce] proof? The house of Nithzeh is different, because they were most heedful.
Shabbos 29b
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It was said that R. Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of disciples, from Gabbathato
Antipatris; and al of them died at the same time because they did not treat each other
with respect. The world remained desolate until R. Akiva came to our Mastersin the
South and taught the Torah to them. These were Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yehudah , Rabbi
Y osei, Rabbi Shimon and R. Eleazar ben Shammua; and it was they who revived the
Torah at that time. A Tannataught: All of them died between Passover and Pentecost.
Rabbi Chama bar Abba or, it might be said, R. Chiyyabar Avin said: All of them died a
cruel death. What was it?-Rav Nahman replied: Croup. Y evomos 62b
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R. Yochanan said: [ The author of] an anonymous Mishnah isR. Meir; of an anonymous
Tosefta, N. Nechemiah; of an anonymous [dictum in the] Sifra, R. Y ehudah; in the Sifre,
R. Shimon; and all are taught according to the views of R. Akiba. Sanhedrin 86a
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Did not Rav Y ehudah say in Rav's nhame: ‘May this man indeed be remembered for
blessing — his name is Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava; were it not for him, the laws of kenas
would have been forgotten in Isragl.” Forgotten? Then they could have been learned. But
these laws might have been abolished; because once the wicked Government, [as an act
of religious persecution], decreed that whoever performed an ordination should be put to
death, and whoever received ordination should he put to death, the city in which the
ordination took place demolished, and the boundaries wherein it had been performed,
uprooted. What did Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava do? He went and sat between two great
mountains, [that lay] between two large cities; between the Sabbath boundaries of the
cities of Usha and Shefaram and there ordained five elders: viz., Rabbi Meir, Rabbi

Y ehudah, Rabbi Shimon, Rabbi Y osei and Rabbi Eliezer ben Shamua. R. Avia adds also
Rabbi Nechemiain thelist. As soon as their enemies discovered them he [Rabbi Y ehudah
ben Bava] urged them: ‘My children, flee.” They said to him, *What will become of thee,
Rabbi? ‘I lie before them like a stone which none [is concerned to] overturn,” he replied.
It was said that the enemy did not stir from the spot until they had driven three hundred
iron spear-heads into his body, making it like asieve. Sanhedrin 14a

. Return and Persecution

A.

7I°1 NYRA2 IWR DX 72vH 0OIpT IYAw 0151w AWM X3 72 X7 °37 owa 719 37

°297 2pY? 12 WYHR 2373 7PN 2371 VAW 277 Y0P 271 AT 2277 PRD 237 17 M)
Rz 712037 bW L9707 10

Rabbi Yonain the name of Rabbi Chiyah bar Bo [said]: The following incident occurred.
Seven elders came to Bikaas Rimon in order to calculate and declare the intercalated
year. Who were they? Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yehudah, Rabbi Y osei, Rabbi Shimon, Rabbi
Nechemia, Rabbi Eliezer ben Y aakov, and Rabbi Y ochanon HaSandlar. Talmud
Yerushalmi Chagiga 3:1
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When the forced assimilation [brought about by Hadrian] eased, the Rabbis entered Usha.
Thisalist of those who entered:  Rabbi Yehudah , Rabbi Nechemia, Rabbi Meir, Rabbi
Y osel, Rabbi Shimeon ben Y ochai, Rabbi Eliezer the son of Rabbi Y osel HaGalilee, and
Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov. They sent to the elders of Galilee and said: Anyonewho is
[aready] learned let him come and learn [more] and anyone who is not learned may come
and learn. They entered and studied and accomplished all they needed to do. When they
were ready to leave, they said: [Itisnot proper that] we leave a place that has
[gracioudly] accepted us empty (without leaving something in return). They [therefore]
afforded honor to Rabbi Y ehudah. Not that Rabbi Y ehudah was greater in Torah than the
others but rather because he was [originally] from the city. [We see that] the place of a
person isthe source of hishonor. Midrash Shir HaShirim 2:5:3
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For when our Rabbis entered the ‘vineyard’ in Yavneh, R. Yehudah, R. Eleazar son of R.
Y osei and R. Shimon were present, and this question was raised before them: why does
this affliction commence in the bowels and end in the throat? Thereupon Rabbi Yehudah
son of R. 1la'i , the first speaker on all occasions answered and said: . . . Now, why ishe
[R. Judah son of R. I1ali] called the first speaker on al occasions? Rabbi Yehudah, Rabbi
Y osel, and Rabbi Shimon were sitting, and Y ehudah, a son of proselytes, was sitting near
them. Rabbi Y ehudah commenced [the discussion] by observing, ‘How fine are the
works of this people! They have made streets, they have built bridges, they have erected
baths.’” Rabbi Y osei was silent. Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochai answered and said, *All that
they made they made for themselves; they built market-places, to set harlots in them;
baths, to rejuvenate themselves, bridges, to levy tolls for them.” Now, Y ehudah the son of
proselytes went and related their talk, which reached the government. They decreed:

Y ehudah, who exalted [us], shall be exalted, Y osal, who was silent, shall be exiled to
Sepphoris; Shimon, who censured, let him be executed. Shabbos 33b
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Our Rabbis have taught: When our teachers entered the vineyard at Y avneh, there were
among them R. Yehudah and R. Yosel and R. Nehemiah and R. Eliezer the son of R.
Yoseal the Galilean. They al spoke in honour of hospitality and expounded texts [for that
purpose]. R. Yehudah, the head of the speakersin every place, spoke in honor of the
Torah and expounded the text. Berachos 63b
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R. Y ehudah was the Master [in regard to all matters of religious law] in the house of the
Nasi, and it was he that gave the above decision, and it was in accordance with the law
that he reported. For we have learnt: R. Y ehudah reports.  Menachos 104a

[1. Torah Amidst Poverty
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Others Say: ‘ Grace is deceitful’, refersto the generations of Moses and Joshug; ‘and
beauty isvain’, to the generation of Hezekiah; while * she that feareth the Lord shall be
praised’ refersto the generation of R. Y ehudah son of R. Ilai, of whosetime it was said
that [though the poverty was so great that] six of his disciples had to cover themselves
with one garment between them, yet they studied the Torah. Sanhedrin 20a
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Lesbian (from the island of Lesbos) figs were placed before R. Y ehudah and R. Shimon.
R. Y ehudah ate; R. Shimon did not. [Whereupon] R. Y ehudah asked him, ‘Why are
[you], Sir not eating? Hereplied. ‘ These never pass out at al from the stomach.” But R.
Judah retorted, ‘ All the more [reason for eating them)], as they will sustain us tomorrow.’
R. Y ehudah was sitting before R. Tarfon, who remarked to him, *Y our face shines
to-day.” Hereplied, * Y our servants went out to the fields yesterday and brought us beets,
which we ate unsalted, had we salted them, my face would have shone even more.’

A certain matron said to R. Y ehudah, ‘ A teacher and drunkard!’” He replied, ‘Y ou may
well believe methat | taste [no wing] but that of Kiddush and Habdalah and the four cups
of Passover, on account of which | have to bind my temples from Passover until
Pentecost; but a man's wisdom maketh hisface shine (Koheles8:1).” A minsaidto R.
Y ehudah. ‘Y our face islike that of a moneylender or pig breeder.” He replied, ‘ Both of
these are forbidden to Jews; but there are twenty-four conveniences between my house
and the School, and every hour | visit one of them.’

When R. Y ehudah went to the Beth ha-Midrash, he used to take a pitcher on his
shoulders[to sit on], saying. ‘Great islabor, for it honors the worker.” R. Shimeon used
to carry abasket upon his shoulders, saying likewise, ‘Great is labor, for it honors the
worker.’
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R. Y ehudah's wife went out, brought wool, and made an embroidered cloak. On going to
market she used to put it on, whilst when R. Y ehudah went [to synagogue] to pray he
used to wear it. When he donned it, he uttered the benediction, Blessed be He who hath
robed me with arobe. Now, it happened once that R. Shimon b. Gamaliel proclaimed a
fast, but R. Y ehudah did not attend the fast-service. Being informed that he had nothing
to wear, he [R. Shimon b. Gamaliel] sent him arobe, which he did not accept. Lifting up
the mat [upon which he was sitting], he exclaimed to the messengers, * See what | have
here, but | do not wish to benefit from thisworld.” Nedarim 49b

V. The Humble Saint
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A man once said to hiswife, ‘Konam (atype of vow) that you benefit not from me, until
you make R. Y ehudah and R. Shimon taste of your cooking.” R. Y ehudah tasted thereof,
observing, ‘It isbut logical: If, in order to make peace between husband and wife, the
Torah commanded: Let My Name, written to sanctity, be dissolved in "the waters that
curse”, although it is only doubtful, how much moreso I'" Nedarim 66b
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And itisaso an established fact with us that wherever the Talmud speaks of a certain
hasid it refers either to R. Yehudah b. Baba or R. Yehudah b. llai. Temurah 15b



Series|l|I 8 Lecture #7

C.

,2%3 2wy HXa DI59R PYPR 2373 7T 2377 TAWH (I 029 MR 730 72 92 727 6K

DY fP0INY PRwHnY o mm nInd LYY ATI7 A% X PHIAIANT PIIR 91500 X
STp 0°1oD NPT

Rabbah b. Bar Chanah said in R. Y ochanan's name in the name of R. Judah b. R. |l'ai: Eat
onions [bazel] and dwell in the protection [bezel] [of your house], and do not eat geese
and fowls lest your heart pursue you; reduce your food and drink and increase
[expenditure] on your house. Pesachim 114a
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It has been taught: R. Yehudah says: Great is charity, in that it brings the redemption
nearer, asit says. Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment and do righteousness
[tzedakah], for my salvation is near to come and my righteousness to be revealed. He aso
used to say: Ten strong things have been created in the world. The rock is hard, but the
iron cleavesit. Theiron is hard, but the fire softens it. The fire is hard, but the water
guenches it. The water is strong, but the clouds bear it. The clouds are strong, but the
wind scatters them. The wind is strong, but the body bearsit. The body is strong, but
fright crushesit. Fright is strong, but wine banishes it. Wineis strong, but sleep works it
off. Death is stronger than all, and charity saves from death, asit iswritten:
Righteousness [zedakah] delivereth from death. Bava Basra 10a
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It was recorded of R. Judah b. l1ai that he used to suspend the study of the Torah for
escorting a dead body to the burying place and a bride to the canopy. Megilla 29a
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V. Rabbi Y ehudah and the Primacy of Torah Study
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Rabbah b. Bar Hanah said in the name of R. Y ochanan, reporting R. Y ehudah b. I1ai: See
what a difference there is between the earlier and the later generations. The earlier
generations made the study of the Torah their main concern and their ordinary work
subsidiary to it, and both prospered in their hands. The later generations made their
ordinary work their main concern and their study of the Torah subsidiary, and neither
prospered in their hands. Berachos 35b
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R. Y ehudah, the head of the speakersin every place, spoke in honour of the Torah and
expounded the text, Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it without the camp. Have
we not here, he said, an argument afortiori? Seeing that the Ark of the Lord was never
more than twelve mil distant and yet the Torah says, Everyone that sought the Lord went
out unto the tent of meeting, how much more [is this title applicable to] the disciples of
the wise who go from city to city and from province to province to learn Torah!

R. Y ehudah spoke further in honour of the Torah, expounding the text: Attend [haskes]
and hear, O Isragl: this day thou art become a people unto the Lord thy God. Now was it
on that day that the Torah was given to Israel? Was not that day the end of the forty years
[of the wandering] ? It is, however, to teach thee that the Torah is as beloved every day to
those that study it as on the day when it was given from Mount Sinai. Berachos 63b



