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THE LIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series|V Lecture #7

THE WISDOM OF YEHOSHUA BEN PERACHIAH
AND NITTAI OF ARBEL: JEWISH UNITY AND ITS
LIMITATIONS

l. Y ehoshua ben Perachia

A. [Jonathan, the Sadducee,] made [Y ochanon Hyrkanus] leave the party of the
Pharisees, and abolish the decrees they had imposed on the people, and to punish those
that observed them. From this source arose that hatred which he and his sons met with
from the multitude; but of these matters we shall speak hereafter. What | would now
explainisthis, that the Pharisees have delivered to the people a great many observances
by succession from their fathers, which are not written in the laws of Moses; and for that
reason it is that the Sadducees reject them, and say, that we are to esteem those
observances to be obligatory which are in the written word, but are not to observe what
are derived from the tradition of our forefathers. And concerning these thingsit is that
great disputes and differences have arisen among them, while the Sadducees are able to
persuade none but the rich, and have not the populace obsequious to them, but the
Pharisees have the multitude on their side. Ant. Book X111 Chap. 10:5

B
DPINWM DIV O ,ORIWS 9150 95 93971 ,7YID 12 TYHR VT DY Avan pXnT n

J0 WP IR 7707 DR 1IN RUW 13 1AW XAW TV

Through Eleazar son of Po'irah, all (most of) the Sages of Israel were massacred, and the
world was desolate until Shimon b. Shetach came and restored the Torah to its pristine
[glory]. Kiddushin 66a
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When King Yannai (Y ochanon Hyrkanus) dew our Rabbis, R. Y ehoshua b. Perachiah
and Yeshu fled to Alexandria of Egypt. On the resumption of peace, Shimon b. Shetach
sent to him: * From me, Jerusalem, the holy city, to thee, Alexandria of Egypt. My sister,
my husband is dwelling within you and | am desolate.” He arose, went, and found himself
in a certain inn, where great honor was shown him. ‘How beautiful isthis Acsanial’ (The
word denotes both inn and innkeeper. R. Joshua used it in the first sense; the answer
assumes the second to be meant.) Thereupon (Y eshu) observed, ‘Rabbi, her eyes are
narrow.” ‘Wretch,” he rebuked him, ‘ Thisisin what you engage? He sounded four
hundred trumpets and excommunicated him. He (Y eshu) came before him many times
pleading, ‘Receive me!’ But he would pay no heed to him. One day he (R. Y ehoshua)
was reciting the Shema, when Y eshu came before him. He intended to receive him and
made a sign to him. Thinking that it was to repel him, Y eshu went, put up a brick, and
worshipped it. ‘Repent,” said R. Y ehoshuato him. Hereplied, ‘1 have thus learned from
you: He who sins and causes others to sin is not afforded the means of repentance.” And a
Master has said, ‘Y eshu HaNotzri practised magic and privately and publicly lured Israel
into idolatry.” Sanhedrin 107b

1. Prescription for Difficult Times
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Y ehoshua ben Perachiah and Nittai of Arbel received the oral tradition from them (Y osel
ben Y o'ezer and Y osei ben Y ochanon). Y ehoshua ben Perachiah used to say: Appoint for
yourself ateacher and acquire for yourself a companion and judge all men on the scale of
merit. Avos 1:6
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Y ehoshua ben Perachiah and Nittai of Arbel received the oral tradition from them
(Yosel ben Yo'ezer and Yosel ben Yochanon). Yehoshua ben Perachiah used to say:
Appoint for yourself a teacher and acquirefor yourself a companion and judge all
men on the scale of merit. What isthe meaning of the phrase, "Appoint for yourself a
teacher"? It teaches us that one should make for himself a permanent teacher or mentor
and learn from him Scripture, Mishna, Midrash, Halachos, and Agados. An explanation
that he failed to tell him while studying Scripture, he will tell him while studying Mishna.
An explanation that he failed to tell him while studying Mishna, he will tell him while
studying Midrash. An explanation that he failed to tell him while studying Midrash, he
will tell him while studying Halachos. An explanation that he failed to tell him while
studying Halachos, he will tell him while studying Agados. The result will be that that
person will become filled with goodness and blessing while staying in his place. Rabbi
Meir used to say that someone who studies under one Master is similar to someone who
owned asingle field and plants part of the field with wheat, another part with barley,
another part with olive trees, another part with other trees. The result is that the person is
filled with goodness and blessing. A person who studies under two or three mentors,
however, is similar to someone who owns many fields. One he plants wheat, another with
barley, another with olive trees, another with other trees. The result is that the personis
[thinly] spread out and scattered between the various properties without goodness or
blessing.

What is the meaning of the phrase, "Acquire for yourself a companion™? It teaches us that
one should acquire a companion who will eat with him, drink with him, study Scripture
with him, study Mishna with him, sleep together in the same room with him, and to
whom he will reveal all of his secret knowledge, i. e. the mysteries of Torah and the
mysteries of the ways of the world. When two people sit together and are engrossed in
the study of Torah, if one of them errs, whether it be in Halacha, or the [exact wording of
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the] beginning of a chapter, or in regards to something that is ritually impure which he
statesthat it is pure or in regards to something that is ritually pure which he states that it
isimpure, or something which is forbidden which he states is permitted or something
which is permitted which he states is forbidden, his companion will set him straight.
What is the source of the principle that when a companion sets him straight and reads
Scripture with him that they both have a goodly reward for their efforts? The following
verse: It is better with two than being alone for they have a goodly reward for their
efforts. (Koheles 9)

Judge all men in the scale of merit. There was an incident involving ayoung girl who
was captured. Two chasidim (pious individuals) went after her in order to redeem her.
One of them then walked into a brothel. When he came out, he asked his colleague,
"What did you suspect that | was doing?' He answered, "Perhaps you did it in order to
find out the amount that the establishment would charge you to release agirl into your
possession.” Hereplied, "[I swear] by the Temple service that iswhat | really did. Just as
you judged me on the scale of merit, may the Holy One, blessed be He, judge you on the
scale of merit." There was yet another incident regarding a young girl who was captured
and two chasidim went after her to redeem her. One was taken by the authorities and
imprisoned on charges of being a robber. Everyday his wife would come and bring him
bread and water. One day hetold her, "Go to this certain person and tell him that | am
imprisoned because of the promiscuity [from which he attempted to save the young girl]
and he is sitting at home and playing around and paying no attention to the plight of that
young girl." Hiswife replied, "It isn't enough that you are imprisoned but you are
involved in such nonesense!” She didn't go [tell hisfriend] but became busy with matters
of no consequence. He [again] asked her, "I beseech you, go and tell him!" [This time]
she went and told him. What did [his friend] do? He went and brought silver and gold
together with other people and they released both of them. When he was released from
prison, he told them, "Release this girl into my custody and she should sleep with mein
her clothes on the bed.” In the morning, he told them make arrangements that she and |
should have aritual immersion. He then asked those who immersed them, "What did you
suspect me of ?* They told him, "We said that since you were hungry and thirsty during
your stay in prison, now, upon going out into the fresh air, your flesh became heated and
perhaps you had a semina emission.” He [then] asked them, "And what were your
suspicions when you immersed the girl?* They replied, "During her entire stay with non
Jews she ate and drank their food. Y ou ordered her to immerse in order that she become
ritually pure." He said to them, "[| swear] by the Temple service that iswhat | really did.
Just as you judged me on the scale of merit, may the Holy One, blessed be He, judge you
on the scale of merit." Avos D'Rabbi Nosson Chapter 8
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Nittai of Arbel used to say: Keep at adistance from an evil neighbor, don't make yourself
an associate of awicked man, neither do you abandon faith in Divine retribution.  Avos
1:7
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Nittai of Arbel used to say: Keep at a distance from an evil neighbor, don't make
your self an associate of a wicked man, neither do you abandon faith in Divine
retribution. "Keep at a distance from an evil neighbor" appliesto a neighbor in every
setting: In the same house, outside the home, and in the field. We derive this from the
fact that the plague of nega tzaras only comes [on the house of an evil person asitis
stated in Scripture (Prov. 8:22), "His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself,” we
learn from this that plague of nega tzaras only comes| through the sins of an evil person
and those sins are the cause of the destruction of arighteous person's wall. In what
manner? If a nega appears in the house of an evil person on the wall that separates him
from his righteous neighbor, the wall [jointly owned] by the righteous person will be
destroyed because of the sins of the evil person. Rabbi Yishmael the son of Rabbi

Y ochanon b. Beroka says: Woe to the evil person, woeto his neighbor. The sins of the
evil person are the cause of the destruction of the wall of the righteous person.

"Don't make yourself an associate of awicked man." From this we derive that one should
not associate with someone who is depraved [spiritually and socially] nor [even] with
someone who is only corrupt [spiritually but not socially]. We find an historical
precedent in the case of Jehoshaphat who associated with Ahab and went up with him to
Ramoth Gilead. In that case, wrath came upon him from the L-rd, asit is stated in
Scripture, "[And Y ehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and said to king
Y ehoshaphat,] 'Should you help the wicked, and love those who hate the Lord?
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Therefore, wrath has come upon you from the L-rd.™ [Y ehoshaphat, however,]
subsequently associated himself with Ahaziah [king of Israel, who was very wicked] and
they jointly built ships at Etzion Gever and the L-rd destroyed what he had built, asit is
stated in Scripture (Chron. 11 20:37), "Because you have allied yourself with Ahaziah, the
L-rd will destroy what you have made. And the shipswerewrecked . . .." ... Another
explanation: One should not associate with a bad person even for the purpose of bringing
him closer to Torah.

"Neither do you abandon faith in Divine retribution.” From this do we derive that the
heart of a person should tremble everyday and say: Woe isto me for perhaps punishment
will befall me for my sinstoday or perhaps tomorrow, asit is stated in Scripture (Job
3:25), "For the thing which | greatly feared has come upon me, and that which | was
afraid of has come to me." Another explanation of the phrase, "Neither do you abandon
faith in Divine retribution." When a person sees that he is successful, he shouldn't say
that it is due to my merits that the Omnipresent is giving me food and drink in thisworld
and the principle is assured for me in the next world. Rather he should say, "Woeisto
me. Perhaps | only have one source of merit and He gave me food and drink in thisworld
in order to destroy me in the next." Avos D'Rabbi Nosson Chap. 9



