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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What wasthe fate of those survivors of the
Chmielnicki uprising who emigrated to Germany?

2. How did the Rabbis attempt to minimize the influence
of Nathan of Gaza after Shabbtai Tzvi's conversion?

3. Describe the teachings of Avraham Michaegl Cardoza.

4. Who was Cham Malach and what was his relationship
to Rav Y ehudah Chasid?

5.  Which Rabbis unmasked the secret Sabbatean, R.
Nechemiah Chiyya Chayon?

This and much more will be addressed in the seventh
lecture of this series. "Rebuilding the Ruins: Life in Eastern
Europe after the Chmienicki Uprising".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind, as you listen to the tape and read
through the outline. Go back to these questions once again
at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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REBUILDING THE RUINS:
LIFE IN EASTERN EUROPE AFTER THE CHMIELNICKI UPRISING

l. The Polish Diaspora
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We wandered where our feet took us, as the earth split from the sounds of the outpouring
of crying . . . We then cameto the province of Zamut, closeto the border of Prussia, and
still did not find peace, as we were victimized by the sword of the Swedish army. They
[figuratively] stripped us of our very skin. . . . We then decided to travel to Amsterdam. It
was here, [in Amsterdam,] that compassion welled up within the [hearts] of the Sefardic
scholars and patrons. . . and they acted towards us with charity and kindness and
distributed large sums of money. . . . Because [Amsterdam] wasn't large enough to
permanently house the entire immigrant populace, they sent many shiploads of
passengers, at their own expense, together with provisions, to the holy community of
Frankfurt. Frankfurt, as well as the other communities of Germany, acted with abundant
kindness towards the immigrants. |, however, decided to stay in Amsterdam, for the great
Rabbi, ...R. Shaul Morteira, . .. and the great Rabbi Y itzchak Aboab supported me. .
. Rav Moshe Rivkes, Prefaceto B'air HaGolah, Orach Chaim
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At that time, [in the year 1655], the Jews of Vilnawere forced to flee from Poland. Many
of them came to Hamburg and brought with them infectious diseases. .. . About ten Jews
who had contracted some illness were lying in our courtyard and my father tended to
their needs. Some of them recovered and others went to their eternal rest. Even my sister,
Elkeleh, may shelive, and | fell ill. My sainted grandmother would go to visit the sick
and made sure that there wasn't anything that they lacked. Even though my mother and |
didn't want her to come in close contact with the sick, she didn't stop going there three or
four times every day. Eventually, [she herself] came down with the disease. After being
bedridden for ten days, she passed away. She lived to aripe old age and her good name
lives on after her. The Memoirsof Gluckel of Hameln

C.
INWRY 17 13T 0T NIRIRA TOIW L,27 A7 OV 290 0hEn Raw L. 2T Y ...

M2 77T DIIRT VW IR XKNPT . L. 1T DY ONTIMI NIAR XKW RIT WRNIM 0T 7070
AWY 72V PR QIR 0¥T177 ¥ 772 FIOMIW W OYIAT NWHAN OR 0D 7T PR 2303 Y ...
« oL LTI 92T DI VTP IATR NI9IRA RHW L1191 DY D157 y1Inh 107y XonD onnn
TIRWI IPVLIVOIPI TIRTDT OMTPT 7Y NAWI RO TWRAW NN VIR KA 1D NN
Q12w 71D QY (I O1F) JOX° YA NN XKW ,02I9M 70T 77980 XYY InpTRa
772% 7an57 19217 29H35 Xonn NWRD PR 15 MR DO VYPAY ANY 17D WY
1200 5% maw *pnat 720K 793R INRIPY KXY 1D TWY XTI INTAR DY 1w 710

'Y 17970 HRMI1P 2T7Ivm Onan A% pIX MeX .NMR 173 230037 TWR

Thisisregarding the case of someone who fled from the sword, fury, and mass murder
which raged in the lands of Russia, who was told that his wife converted [to Christianity].
After he had begun to contract to marry someone else, | protested the action . . . by
saying, "Perhaps she had already annulled her conversion after the situation of forced
conversions had cometo anend. . . . After dll, it isonly afifth or quarter of ayear since
she was caught in the clutches of those cursed criminals and thereis as yet no
communication from that areato correctly ascertain the situation. Maybe, with the
passage of time, some information will be forthcoming.” . .. Afterwards, aletter came to
me from that woman, stating that she had been captured by the Turks, was subsequently
redeemed in Constantinople, and that she had remained faithful to the Torah throughout
and never converted. She said that she wasin the city of Yas (which istoday in
Romania) together with many other captives, who were redeemed together with her. A
short time later, the woman came to the province of Lublin and wrote her husband that he
should come and claim his lost property. He did so and came out to greet her and
received her with love. | gave praise to G-d, may He be blessed, who guided me on the
right path. Rav M enachem Mendel Krochmal, Teshuvas Tzemach Tzedek 70
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Thelady, Zlata, told us that she and R. Y oel and hiswife, her sster Sarah, and another
man . . . together with many women were hiding in a crowded room. The murderers came
and killed the men and hit and wounded the women. She saw that R. Y oel, the husband
of her sster, Sarah, had fallen dead on the ground. As the murderers began to strip the
bodies, one of them said, regarding R. Y oel, "Look, heis still aive," and so they inflicted
further mortal blows. . . . After the murderers had departed, her sister, Sarah, began to
shake her husband, R. Y oel, and called him by hisname, "Yoel, Yoel." . .. They
remained there in that room the entire day and the body of the murdered R. Y oel was
laying there until nightfall. When they left, they left the body of R. Y oel still lying there.
... | asked her, "How did he kill him?' She replied, "There wasn't just one! Many
murderers were there. This one hit him with a stick, this one with a sword, this one with
an axe. . .| asked her, "What happened afterwards with the murder victim." ... She
replied that she doesn't know. It is possible that he was devoured by dogs . . . or that he
was buried together with the other murder victims who were thrown in mass graves
which were subsequently made by the Gentiles. Tzemach Tzedek 78

I1. The Sabbatian Heresy Spreads

A. Damage Control
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Shabbtal Tzvi . . . came to Hujara, [the meeting place of the lay leadership of the Turkish
community], and began to make excuses and pleaded before them. He told them, . . .
"The evil forger, Nathan of Gaza, through that small work (Vision of Abraham) that he
claimed to have found, that was supposedly hidden for more than five hundred years, in
which was written, 'Behold a son will be born to Mordechai Tzvi, [whose name will be
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Shabbtai,] who will become the redeemer of Israel,' had seduced and fooled me with his
gross fabrications. As aresult, | too, till this very day, began to mislead the people that
believed in me. The scholar [Avraham] Y achini should be torn limb by limb, for he
caused all of these things through his false promises and untruths." R. Yaakov
Sasportas, Tzitzas Novel Tzvi 128
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Y ou, the people (lit. tribes) of Israel, we hereby inform you of how Nathan of Gaza came
here to our community. . . . [The leaders of the community] asked him, "How can you
consider yourself to be a prophet without having furnished a sign or made amiracle?" . . .
Hereplied that he wasn't atrue prophet. He only came to inform [the people] that
Shabbtai Tzvi was the Messiah and that he would be coming after a year and some
months. At the very latest, he would be coming on the twenty fifth of thiscoming Elul. If
[the redeemer] does not come by that date, it will be [abundantly] clear that it was all a
lie. They told him, "Write down and sign the following four conditions, in order to
minimize the damage which you may cause to the entire Jewish community. 1) You
should distance yourself atwelve day's journey from Andrianople. . . . 2) Wherever you
go, you should never gather around yourself an assembly of Jews. . . . 3) You should not
write to that person (Shabbtai Tzvi) who isin Andrianople.. . . 4) If the redeemer, [whom
you predicted,] does not come by the twenty fifth of Elul, then all your words were false
promises and untruths. . . . Tuesday, the eighth of Sivan, 5427 (1667). | agreeto al that is
stated in this document. Nathan Benjamin. Sefer Maaseh Toviah 21
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Before that man left our community, . . . we summoned him to appear before us. After the
investigation, his face was covered with shame. Venice, Monday night, the thirteenth day

of the counting of the Omer, 5428 (1668). . . . "Since the Rabbis of Venice have ruled

that even though | said that | had seen the Divine Chariot ( Merkava) just as Ezekiel the

prophet had seen, and the purpose of the prophecy was to inform me that Shabbtai Tzvi
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wasthe Messiah, | wasin error and that vision was of no substance. | admitted to their
words and | stated that my prophecy regarding Shabbtai Tzvi was lacking substance. . . ."
I, Nathan Benjamin. . . . Before us did he make this admission: Shmuel b. R. Avraham
Aboab ... TeshuvasDvar Shmuel 375
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Those documents that were made in Venice were spread throughout the entire Jewish
world and were printed separately in Venice so asto make it easy for anyone to read it,
young and old. Afterwards, the community of Venice wisely sent Nathan to the city of
Livorno (Leghorn), whose community has a greater ability to punish him through their
connections to the nobility of the land. He immediately traveled, however, to Rome
where he went into hiding. When the Jews became aware of his presence, they wanted to
cause him harm. As aresult, he concealed his whereabouts, changed his clothing and
shaved his beard, so as not to be recognized. He fled the city and came to Livorno, where
he found that there were still some who maintained their belief in Shabbtal Tzvi. He told
them that he had traveled to Rome on a mission ordered by his Messiah and performed a
ritual by the Tiber (Roman) river where he threw in ascroll in which it was written,
"Before the completion of afull year, Rome will be overthrown." Those who gullibly
followed him harbored no doubts about his statement and he wrote a message which was
to be sent to all of the believersin every place. . . . When he came to Amsterdam, the
fools and idiots of hisilk rgjoiced to greet him. They had not lost their hope. R. Yaakov
Sasportas, Kitzur Tzitzas Novel Tzvi 44

B. Abraham Miguel Cardoza
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A staff (rod) of wickedness arosein Tripoli (Tunis), an evil and violent man, who
composed falsehoods, an idolatrous doctor whose name is Cardoza. . . For the
[spiritually] impoverished of the [common] people, he was a painful thorn and an
excruciating splinter, as he testified regarding himself that he saw many times the
illumination of prophecy and the higher world imparted him with knowledge of all
difficult matters. Even histhree year old daughter and one of his two wives saw the great
light that illuminated them and validated the prophecy of Nathan. They even stated that
[Shabbtai's| apostasy was predetermined in order to fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah
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(53:12,5), "And he was numbered amongst the transgressors.” " And he was wounded
through our transgressions." And asit is written (Psalms 89:52), "As your enemies have
disgraced, O L-rd, asthey have disgraced the footsteps of your anointed (Moshiach).” . . .
In addition, the physician (Cardoza) wrote to strengthen and uphold the words of Nathan
with the following, "The essential secret isthat we are all required to become forced
converts before we leave the exile asit is written in the Torah (Deut. 28:36), 'And you
shall serve other gods of wood and stone. This is a punishment measure for measure, for
we desecrated the Torah and willfully served idols and caused a desecration of G-d's
name. Therefore the Torah expressly decrees that we should serve idols and desecrate the
Torah amongst the nations against our will. It isawell known fact that all of the kings of
Israel wereidolaters. . . . Therefore G-d, may He be blessed, saw to it that the two
Messiahs should bear the punishment and desecration for the sins of Isragl. The Messiah
of Ephraim was killed and the Messiah of David became an idolater. . . ." Thesearea
sample of hiswords, for which it is forbidden to waste time and critique them. Any
Jewish child can easily refute such a statement, for what kind of a punishment measure
for measure is relevant here. If they (the ancient Israelites) apostated themselves
willfully, why should [their descendants]| be punished to be forcibly converted and this
forced conversion is not considered to be asin. It is sacrilege to think that He would
agree to force them to become apostates and to bring in a competing ideology in His own
house. G-d forbid! . . . It is unnecessary to rebuke him (lit. slap him on the face) by
guoting Onkelos, whose words are based on a Mosaic tradition, who trand ates that verse
(Deut. 28:36) as, "They will serve the other nationsin exile who worship gods of wood
and stone." Not that they themselves will worship wood and stone. G-d forbid! | know,
however, that this man and his colleagues deny the veracity of the Mosaic tradition and
have fabricated their own incorrect theories. He quotes the words of the Zohar and
Tamud without citing their exact location. In my opinion, he has never seen the
illumination of the Torah . . . nor has he seen the master of all commentators, Rashi, who
explainsthat verse (Deut. 28:36), "Not that they will actually serve other gods but rather
they will have to pay taxes to the pagan priests." With his exposition of the text, this evil
person has given justification for any Jew in the present exile to serve idolsin order to
fulfill the verse, "And you shall serve other gods.” . . . In addition, he stated that all of the
statements of Nathan, Shabbtai's prophet, are true and reliable, even though his prophecy
that in ayear and a few months was not fulfilled. According to [Cardozo], that is no
reason to doubt his prophecy. The reason that G-d recanted from his promise to do good
was due to our sins. The statement of our Rabbis, of blessed memory, that any positive
promise that G-d makes, even if only conditional, will not be rescinded, is only relevant,
[according to Cardoza)] if it was expressly sent to the people through a prophet. If the
message was not expressly sent [to the people] through a prophet, then subsequent sins
can cause its annulment. To this, he brought a proof from the prophet Ezekiel (Ezekiel
9:6 See Tamud Bavli Shabbos 55a). Although G-d retracted from His statement [to him],
no doubts were raised regarding [Ezekiel's] status as a prophet. Thisis because he was
not told to tell the righteous that they wouldn't be killed. Similarly, Nathan, the prophet,
heard a certain angel make a pronouncement that in ayear and afew months the
salvation will come. He did not say, [in the capacity of messenger of G-d], thisis what
G-d, may He be blessed, said, for G-d did not say or command him to do so. Rather, he,
on his own, related to us what he had seen and heard through his prophecy, just as
Ezekiel had. Thisisjust the same kind of situation.
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Behold, had he not been blinded from seeing the words of our Rabbis, of blessed
memory, he would have never offered such a poor explanation. Thisis because our
Rabbis, of blessed memory, pointed out that the case of Ezekiel isthe one and only
exception to the rule that G-d never reneges on a promise of bestowing good. Perhaps
[Cardoza] meant to disagree with the words of our blessed Rabbis, asis his custom, or
perhaps he never really knew them. His explanation actually casts aspersions on Nathan,
his prophet, who related that which he had no mandate to relate, for he wrote a letter to
the communities of Hamburg and Amsterdam, " So sayeth the L-rd, 'Behold your Savior
has come and Shabbtai Tzvi is his name. He shall shout and roar [he shall prevail over
the enemies] (Isaiah 42:13)." He set atime for his coming on the Sabbath of 5430
(1670). His handwriting was verified by R. Sholom ben Y osef, atrustworthy person. In
addition, he signed his name to words of heresy that the nine Sefiros that lead to Malchus
became clothed inthe klippos (the forces of evil). Thisis his secret doctrine, Chilul
Hashem (the desecration of G-d's name). . . . R. Yaakov Sasportas, Kitzur Tzitzas
Novel Tzvi 47-48
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In the final analysis, [Rav Moshe Cordovera] and the Arizal lived in atime which was
distant from the final end of time. And now, Hashem has enlightened our mind and the
secret of this principle of faith is beginning to be revealed. | didn't grasp it until | had
toiled on it for twenty two years and | suffered enormous spiritual pain, because of the
doubts and confusion [that beset me], but | withstood the test many times. Abraham
Miguel Cardoza, Boker D'Avraham

C. The New "Kabbalists" and "Chasidim"
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| swear that | saw and spoke with very many people who are held to be Kabbalists by the
masses, Baalel Kabbalah (Masters of the Kabbalah) and Baalei Shem (Masters of the
Name), who do not know the laws of Krias Shma (the recitation of Shma Yisrael) and the
lawsof NetilasYadaim (washing the hands), . . . and yet, in their writing, gave
themselvesthetitle, HaRav HaGadol, HaChasid . Moshe Chagiz, Sefer Mishnas
Chachamim 57

.+ RDIT DR X0a72 05w . .. 701 oY . L. TIpn3 197205 1127 90 Paw 293, . .2
P77 1337 op 9P122 NAwR o137 . . . LRIDIT NMOM2T 77N 9173 030 Y7190 WK .
PYY INR2 0TI . . . AW TV 2 O TV TNWRI2D 25wnb HDI avw v¥nay Hoonm
7779V IR°RIT L . . .0°ID0 XYM XIDM WITA N°27 02N 40 TIV . . . .D7ID7 71121 WP
«LIWRAT M PITA AN 30127 IMIPW 205w WK DHRYAWSR CWRID 7377 1T
1™ IRIPAA 0RO [ DR PO1 . L L WKW W DD 1D L. L LDIRM 9P Doan .



Series| X 9 Lecture #7

IRE? XDW TYI,NI2IM7 T2 1INIR °0DIN PRI . .. NIINT 120 . L W DORYAWT
03 ... 72w NI2INT YA IINIR WIBNY NXR 207 H¥a X2 IR 290 Hva Sw 7ovdnn 1n
... JI1°DL WD 1WDI NR NTPMIY 71 K N°22 031 . . LIV ARTD 1Y O°37IX 0P 7293
.+ JJINIR 0DNY ROW P RwnR 05w NI2INT TYA 2PORYAWH 13°NDIID {03 (N0 117517
POOROMOM 9973 1% @5WI W PRW D ... 9309737 011V 1D IR IIRWD

On the eve of the Sabbath, [the third of Cheshvan 5461 (1700)], our Master, went to
immerse himself in the mikveh . . . he soon becameiill . . . and sent for adoctor .. ., a
Sefardi scholar (Rav Rephael Mordechai Malki) who was an outstanding Torah authority
and medical expert. On the day of Shabbos, our Master got up, washed, and began to
pray. About a half an hour later he had a relapse and was forced to go back to bed. He
lingered until Monday, and then he died. . . . Before we came to the holy city [of
Jerusalem] a synagogue was built . . . [It was attached to a courtyard which] consisted of
about forty houses and a beautiful Study Hall, full of sefarim. ... They had to usetheir
money to pay bribes to the Moslem leaders of Jerusalem to let them expand the origina
synagogue. . . . For this, they had to pay them 500 thalers [per year, above and beyond
their yearly payment of 500 thalers] . .. Similarly, every Arab leader demanded bribes. .
.. Wewere forced to borrow from the Arabs at interest . . . and asaresult, the debts
mounted. ... [Inorder to force usto pay], they would arrest and imprison us. As soon as
we were released by one creditor, we were again imprisoned to satisfy the debts of
another creditor. . . . In addition, the tax collectors would liein wait to ensnare us like
wolves seeking their prey. . . . There wasn't anything in our homes to sustain our souls or
the souls of our children. . . . We were forced to give the money of our livelihood to the
Arabsto pay off our debtsto avoid imprisonment. . . . We and our children were left
completely naked and utterly lacking. . .. Sefer Sha'alu Shalom Y erushalayim

D. Sabbatian Literature
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Now, in particular, one needs to take special precautions not to be misled by the heretical
works of Shabbtai Tzvi, may the name of the evil be blotted out, and his cursed disciples,
which have been published together with authentic Kabbalistic works. In particular,
counterfeit writings of the Arizal have been composed by these abominable people.  R.
Y aakov Emden, Sefer Mitpachas Sofrim 77
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There is no need to elaborate about the leniency which the heretics, the believersin
Shabbtai Tzvi and his followers, have invented, may their spirit and soul be blasted. They
take liberties with the mitzvos of the Torah, including taking false oaths. They justify this
leniency by claiming that they nullify the oath in their hearts and therefore it was made
insincerely. With this, they have alowed false oaths, excommunications and they violate
them. Rav Moshe Chagiz, Mishnas Chachomim p. 50
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| have heard from Rav Yitzchaki . . . , who heard from his master, the great and erudite
sage, R. Moshe Galanti, who said, "After | saw the handwritten letter of Shabbtai Tzvi,
who wrote to one of the believers [in Jerusalem] and signed it, 'l, the L-rd, your G-d,
Shabbtai Tzvi,' | excommunicate him everyday. R.Yaakov Emden, TorasHaK anaos
p. 46
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| have come to arouse the hearts of all of the men of stature in the world regarding the
occult and heretical works that are widespread in our countries, whose purpose is to deny
the essence of our faith, not just to "cut down the saplings' (Chagiga 14b), but to totally
uproot the basic creed of Judaism. Behold, | have already written to the Gaon . . . ,
regarding this literature. At the time, | hinted to him that | had not read through them
thoroughly. The Gaon replied to me, in no uncertain terms, that | excommunicate, in his
name, al those who attribute authorship of those works to him, whether they make the
attribution in writing or any other form, which will cause the spread of the harmful belief
in Shabbtai Tzvi. Immediately afterwards, | opened my eyes and saw that these works
contain things that are harmful and bitter as poison. Believe me, that | have never heard
of such heresy amongst the various faiths of the non Jewish world since the beginning of
civilization (lit. from the time of the scattering of the nations). L et me mention these
writings with their characteristic features and titles. One booklet begins with the words,
"And | came today to the deep perception.” In this work, some unscrupul ous espouser of
perverted thoughts regarding G-d went and denied the Divine Providence of the En Sof,
in aheresy that is even worse than that of Aristotle. The Greeks denied Divine
Providence due to G-d'sloftiness, as it wasn't befitting His high station to pay attention to
the lower worlds. This author denies His Providence by claiming that His power isweak.
Such heresy was never ever articulated even by the ancients. Woe to the eyes that see
such things. Woe to the ears who hear this and do not respond. The second bookl et
consists of acommentary on  Shir HaShirim, he sings songs of awicked heart and a
mouth that speaks of lewd things and besmirches the Rock of his salvation. The third
booklet is a commentary to Megillas Esther, a work of slander. In abooklet regarding
the proper intentions of the blowing of the Shofar, the author disgraced the word of
Hashem and negated His Mitzvos. He denied the entire Jewish religion, and  turned the
bowl over (aterm denoting heresy, see Mesechta Krissuss 7b). May his mouth be filled
with dirt. For thiswe must awaken our selves, for these writings have spread
throughout almost all of Podolia. They maintain that they are holy writings. Arise
now and excommunicate every work by its name and excommunicate the original
author who produced these things as well asthose who hold them and copy them in
order tolearn from them. Onthe Gaon. .. thisresponsibility is even greater than
others, in order to remove from him the taint of rumor by those idiots, the believersin
Shabbta Tzvi, who base themselves upon his authority, claiming that he was the author.
Therefore, he should publish a severe writ of excommunication to curse and execrate the
author of these booklets and those who study and hold on to them. We should send
printed material throughout the entire Jewish world, in every province and clearly
mention these writings with their characteristic features and titles. With this, this man
will be innocent of sin and all of the Jewish people will be also guiltless and peace will
reign. An open letter sent by R. Yechezkel Landau in 1752
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Recognize your Creator and don't hide your eyes and heart from the way of truth, as|
wrote to you in my previous letter, in which | considered it an error and mistake. We
have found great men who have erred on this point and some of them have admitted
their error without embarrassment. If you do this, your honor will only be enhanced.
If you feel that it istoo difficult for you to become unmasked, at least you should share
this matter with a group of three or four of the notable Rabbonim, who will analyze the
situation and make awell thought out intelligent decision. If you do not, G-d forbid, take
heed to these words, which are being given as advice and alast warning, then | will be
forced to publicize this thing to all of our brethren throughout the Diaspora. | am
confident in your wisdom that you will lend your ear to my argument which is said with
truth and an upright heart. Letter from R. Yehoshua Falk, author of the Pnai
Yehoshuain 1751

E. Sabbatian Amulets
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F. Sabbatian Prayers
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G. Rav Moshe Chaim Luzzato and the Sabbatian Movement
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... Thefollowers of the destructive [Shabbtai] Tzvi have made thirteen breachesin our
faith and have planted in G-d's vineyard a corrupt, foreign vine. . . . The have seduced
many perfect people and condemned them to Sh'ol (Gehinnom) . . . For there is no greater
idolatry than this. R. Moshe Chaim L uzzatto, Preface to Sefer Kinos Hashem
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... Let me explain to you how this evil came into being, where it came from, what are its
poisonous roots, which is still dancing amongst us, through our many sins. R. Moshe
Chaim Luzzatto, Sefer Kinos Hashem

H. Rav Y aakov Emden and the Sabbatian M ovement
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