7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What wasthe name of Rabban Gamleil's sister and who was
her husband?

2.  Why did Rabbi Y ehoshuafinally concede to Rabban
Gamliel's controversia ruling regarding the New Moon?

3.  Why was Rabban Gamliel temporarily removed from his
position?

4.  What was Rabbi Y ehoshua's profession?
5. Describe the circumstances of Rabban Gamliel's death?

This and much more will be addressed in the seventh lecture of
this series; "Rabban Gamliel and the Y eshiva of Y avneh".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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RABBAN GAMLIEL AND THE YESHIVA OF YAVNEH

l. The House of Rabban Gamliel
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When | came and presented these things before Rabban Gamliel, he was glad to hear it
and said, "We've found a companion [opinion] to Rabbi Y ehudah ben Baba['s]." While
we were talking , Rabban Gamliel remembered that people were killed in Tel Arzaand
that Rabban Gamliel [the Elder] had married off their wives on the testimony of one
witness. Yevomos 122a
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Welearned in aBraiisa: Rabban Gamliel told them, "So have | recelved atradition from
the house of my father's father." Rosh Hashana 25a
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Rabban Gamliel related, " Once there was a Sadducee who lived with us on the same
private street in Jerusalem. Our father told us, "Hurry and carry out all necessary articles
[you need to use on Shabbos] to the private street before he carries out his and thereby
imposes restrictions upon you." Eruvin 61b

Il. Y avneh
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Our Rabbis taught: Justice, justice shalt thou follow. This means. Follow the scholars to
their academies, e.g., Rabbi Eliezer to Lydda, Rabbi Y ochanan ben Zakkai to Beror Hail,
Rabbi Y ehoshuato Peki'in, Rabban Gamliel to Y avneh, Rabbi Akivato Bna Brak.
Sanhedrin 32b



Series|| 2 Lecture #7

1. Leader and the Defender of the Jewish People
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There was an incident that the government sent two spiesto learn Torah from Rabban
Gamliel. They learned from him Scripture, Mishnah, Talmud, Halachos, and Aggada.
When they were finished, they said to him, "All of your Torah isbeautiful and
praiseworthy." Yerushalmi Bava Kama 4:3

B.

DI WHWI 172 1°390M RPY 027 YW 37 UV 12 WYOR 027 377 707 920

TR PR RPY 377 1312 120N 20 DY ARn P2 uben 1 Y anna

0»wWI5 1997 12 1R 09372 ONX M 1D ONRI 070 MR PRwn Anx an v1mn o

"H37 0177 N2 1IN VPWM NLA AV 022330 NTIAVY DVPHT DPIAXYY DINNWAY

DY 11987 WYY 95 911987 212990 7197 prrm I 9% 179 K 71931 XYY WRA i 11PN
.79 N9 .07 M DRX

Long ago, as Rabban Gamliel, Rabbi Eliezer ben Azariah, Rabbi Y ehoshua and Rabbi
Akivawere walking on the road, they heard the noise of the crowds at Rome from

Puteoli, a hundred and twenty miles away. They fell a-weeping, but Rabbi Akiva seemed
happy. Said they to him, "Why are you happy?' Said he to them, "Why are you
weeping?' Said they, "These heathens who bow down to images and burn incense to
idolslive in safety and ease, whereas our Temple, the 'Footstool' of our G-d is burnt

down by fire, and should we then not weep?' Hereplied, "Therefore, am | happy. If they
that offend Him fare thus, how much better shall fare they that do obey Him!" Makos
24a
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There was an incident with Rabban Gamliel, Rabbi Y ehoshua, Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria,
and Rabbi Akivawhen they went to Rome. Midrash Shemos Rabbah 30:9
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The following incident occured: Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Y ehoshua, and Rabban Gamliel
went up to Rome. They went up to one place and found little children making piles of dirt
and saying, "Thisis what the people of the land of Israel do (make piles), and they say,
"This[pile] should be "Terumah", and this [pile] should be "Maaser"." [Thereupon] they
said, "This must be a Jewish neighborhood.” They went in to one place and were
graciously accepted. Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 7:13
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The Emperor said to Rabban Gamliel, "Y ou maintain that upon every gathering of ten the
Shechinah rests. How many Shechinahs are there then?' Rabban Gamliel called his
servant, and tapped him on the neck saying, "Why does the sun enter into Caesar's
house?' "The sun shines," he exclaimed, "upon the whole world!" "Then if the sun,
which is but one of the countless myriads of the servants of the Holy One, blessed be He,
shines on the whole world, how much more the Shechinah of the Holy One, blessed be
He, Himself!" Sanhedrin 39a
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A philosopher asked R. Gamliel, "It iswritten in your Torah: For the L-rd thy G-disa
devouring fire, ajealous G-d. Why, however, isHe so jealous of its worshippers rather
than of theidol itself?' Hereplied, "I will give you a parable: To what is the matter
like? To a human king who had a son, and this son reared a dog to which he attached his
father's name, so that whenever he took an oath he exclaimed, 'By the life of this dog, my
father!" When the king heard of it, with whom was he angry-his son or the dog? Surely
he isangry with hisson!" [The philosopher] said to him, "You call the idol a dog; but
thereissomeredlity init." [The Rabbi asked], "What isyour proof?" Hereplied, "Once
afire brokeout in our city, and the whole town was burnt with the exception of acertain
idolatrous shrine!” He said to him, "I will give you aparable: To what is the matter
like? To a human king against whom one of his provinces rebelled. If he goesto war
against it, does he fight with the living or the dead? Surely he wages war with the
living!" [The philosopher] said to him, "You call theidol adog and you call it adead
thing. In that case, let Him destroy it from the world!" Hereplied, "If it was something
unnecessary to the world that was worshipped, He would abolish it; but people worship
the sun and moon, stars, and planets, brooks and valleys. Should He destroy His universe
on account of fools! And thusit states:. Am | utterly to consume al things from off the
face of the ground, saiththeL-rd. Am | to consume man and beast; am | to consume the
fowls of the heaven, and the fish of the sea, even the stumbling blocks of the wicked?
(Zephania 1:2,3) -i.e. because the wicked stumble over these things is He to destroy them
from the world? Do they not worship the human being; so am | to cut off man from the
face of the earth!"

The general Agrippaasked Rabban Gamliel, "It iswritten in your Torah: For the L-rd
your G-d isadevouring fire, ajealous G-d. (Deuteronomy 4:24) |sawise man jealous of
any but awise man, awarrior of any but awarrior, arich man of any but arich man?"
Hereplied, "l will giveyou a parable: To what is the matter like? To a man who marries
an additional wife. If the second wife is her superior, the first will not be jealous of her;
but if sheisher inferior, the first wife will be jealous of her." Avodah Zarah 54b-55a
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Ima Shalom, Rabbi Eliezer's wife, was Rabban Gamliel's sister. Now, a certain
philosopher lived in his vicinity, and he bore a reputation that he did not accept bribes.
They wished to expose him, so she brought him a golden lamp, went before him, said to
him, "I desire that a share be given me in my father's estate.”" "Divide," ordered he. Said
he (Rabban Gamliel) to him (the philosopher), "It is decreed for us: Where thereis a son,
a daughter does not inherit." "Since the day that you were exiled from your land the Law
of Moses has been superseded and another book given, wherein it iswritten: A sonand a
daughter inherit equally.’ The next day, he (Rabban Gamleil) brought him (the
philosopher) aLybian donkey. Said he to them, "L ook at the end of the book, wherein it
iswritten: | came not to destroy the Law of Moses nor to add to the Law of Moses, and it
iswritten therein: A daughter does not inherit where thereis a son." Said she to him, "L et
your light shine forth like alamp." Said Rabban Gamaliel to him, "A donkey came and
knocked the lamp over!" Shabbos 116a-b

IV. A Source of Inspiration
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It happened that the child of a neighbor of Rabban Gamliel died, and she was weeping for
him at night. Rabban Gamliel, on hearing her, wept in sympathy with her, until his
eyelashes fell out. On the morrow, his disciples discerned this and removed her from his
neighborhood. Sanhedrin 104b
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It once happened that Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Y ehoshua and Rabbi Tzadok were reclining
at abanquet of Rabban Gamlidl's son, while Rabban Gamliel was standing over them and
serving drink. On his offering a cup to Rabbi Eliezer, he did not accept it; but when he
offered it to Rabbi Y ehoshua, he did. Said Rabbi Eliezer to him, "What is this, Y ehoshug;
we are sitting, while Rabban Gamliel is standing over us and serving drink!" "We find
that even greater than he acted as waiter," he replied, "Avrohom was the greatest man of
his age, yet it iswritten of him: And he stood over them." Kiddushin 32b
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Rabban Gamliel and Rabbi Y ehoshua once travelled on board a ship. Rabban Gamliel
had with him some bread only, while Rabbi Y ehoshua had with him bread and flour.
When Rabban Gamliel's bread was consumed he depended on Rabbi Y ehoshua's flour.
"Did you know," the former asked him, "that we should be so much delayed that you
brought flour with you?' The latter answered him, "A certain star rises once in seventy
years and leads the sailors astray, and | suspected it might rise and lead us astray.” "You
possess so much knowledge”, the former said to him, "and yet must travel on board a
ship!" The other replied, "Rather than be surprised at me, marvel at two disciples you
have on land, Rabbi Elazar Chisma and Rabbi Y ochanan ben Gudgada, who are able to
calculate how many drops there are in the sea, and yet have neither bread to eat nor
clothing to put on." He decided to appoint them as supervisors, and when he landed he
sent for them but they did not come. He sent for them a second time and when they came
he said to them, "Do you imagine that | offer you rulership? It is servitude that | offer
you; asitissaid, 'And they spoke to him saying: If you will be a servant unto this people
thisday (Kings| 12:7)." Horios 10a-b
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Our Rabbis taught: Once the son of Rabban Gamliel fell ill. He sent two scholarsto
Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa to ask him to pray for him. When he saw them he went up to an
upper chamber and prayed for him. When he came down he said to them, "Go, the fever
has left him." They said to him, "Are you a prophet?' Hereplied, "I am neither a prophet
nor the son of a prophet, but | learned this from experience. If my prayer isfluent in my
mouth, | know that it is accepted: but if not, | know that it isrejected.” They sat down and
made a note of the exact moment. When they came to Rabban Gamliel, he said to them,
"By the Temple service! Y ou have not been a moment too soon or too late, but so it
happened; at that very moment the fever left him and he asked for water to drink."
Berachos 34b
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V. Rabban Gamliel HaNas
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It isrelated that a certain disciple came before Rabbi Y ehoshua and asked him, "Isthe
evening tefillah (prayer) compulsory or optional?' Hereplied, "It is optional." He then
came before Rabban Gamliel and asked him, "Is the evening Tefillah compul sory or
optional?' Hereplied, "It iscompulsory.” "But," he said, "did not R. Y ehoshuatell me
that itisoptional?' Hesaid, "Wait till the shield bearers (scholars) enter the Bais
ha-Midrash." When the shield bearers (scholars) came in, the questioner rose and
inquired, "Is the evening tefillah compulsory or optiona?' Rabban Gamliel replied, "It is
compulsory." Said Rabban Gamliel to the Sages, "Is there anyone who disputes this?"
Rabbi Y ehoshuareplied to him, "No." He said to him, "Did they not report you to me as
saying that it isoptional?' He then went on, "Y ehoshua, stand up and let them testify
against you!" Rabbi Y ehoshua stood up and said, "Werel alive and he (the witness)
dead, the living could contradict the dead. But now that heisaliveand | am alive, can
the living contradict the living?' Rabban Gamliel remained sitting and expounding and
Rabbi Y ehoshua remained standing, until all the people there began to shout and say to
Chuzpith the Turgeman (the one who explained the words of Rabban Gamliel to the
assembled), "Stop!" and he stopped. They then said, "How long is he (Rabban Gamliel)
to go on insulting him (Rabbi Y ehoshua)? On New Y ear last year he insulted him; he
insulted him in the matter of the firstborn in the affair of Rabbi Tzadok; now he insults
him again! Come, let us depose him! Whom shall we appoint instead? We can hardly
appoint Rabbi Y ehoshua, because heis one of the partiesinvolved. We can hardly
appoint Rabbi Akiva because perhaps Rabban Gamliel will bring a curse on him because
he has no ancestral merit. Let usthen appoint Rabbi Elazar Ben Azariah, who iswise
and rich and the tenth in descent from Ezra. Heiswise, so that if anyone puts a question
to him he will be able to answer it. Heisrich, so that if occasion arises for paying court
to Caesar he will be ableto do so. Heistenth in descent from Ezra, so that he has
ancestral merit and he (Rabban Gamliel) cannot bring a curse on him." They went and
said to him, "Will your honor consent to become head of the Y eshivah?' Hereplied, "l
will go and consult the members of my family." He went and consulted his wife. She said
to him, "Perhaps they will depose you later on." Hereplied to her, "[Thereis a proverb:]
Let aman use acup of honor for one day even if it be broken the next." She said to him,
"Y ou have no white hair." He was eighteen years old that day, and a miracle was
wrought for him and eighteen rows of hair turned white. That iswhy R. Elazar B.
Azariah said, "Behold | am about seventy years old", and he did not say [simply] seventy
yearsold.
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A Tannataught: On that day the doorkeeper was removed and permission was given to
[all] the disciplesto enter. For Rabban Gamliel had issued a proclamation [saying], "No
disciple whose character does not correspond to his exterior may enter the Bais
ha-Midrash." On that day many benches were added. R. Y ochanan said, "Thereisa
difference of opinion on this matter between Abba Y osef ben Dosetai and the Rabbis.
One [authority] says that four hundred benches were added, and the other says seven
hundred.” Rabban Gamliel became alarmed and said, "Perhaps, G-d forbid, | withheld
Torah from Israel!" He was shown in his dream white casks full of ashes. This,
however, really meant nothing; he was only shown this to appease him.

A Tannataught: Eduyyos was formulated on that day - and wherever the expression "on
that day" isused, it refersto the day [that Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah was appointed].
There was no halacha about which any doubt had previously existed in the Bais
ha-Midrash which was not fully elucidated [on that day]. Rabban Gamliel also did not
absent himself from the Bais ha-Midrash a single hour, as we have learnt: On that day

Y ehudah, an Ammonite proselyte, came before them in the Bais ha-Midrash. He said to
them, "Am | permitted to enter the assembly (get married with a Jewish woman)?' Rabbi
Y ehoshua said to him, "Y ou are permitted to enter the congregation.” Said Rabban
Gamliel to him, "Isit not already laid down: An Ammonite or a Moabite shall not enter
into the assembly of the L-rd (Deuteronomy 23:4)?' Rabbi Y ehoshua replied to him,
"Do Ammon and Moab still reside in their original homes? Sancherib king of Assyria
long ago went up and mixed up all the nations, asit says. | have removed the bounds of
the peoples and have robbed their treasures and have brought down as one mighty their
inhabitants (Isaiah 10:13); and whatever strays (from a group) is assumed to belong to the
larger section of the group." Said Rabban Gamliel to him, "But hasit not been said: But
afterward | will bring back the captivity of the children of Ammon, saith the L-rd
(Jeremiah 49:6), so that they have already returned?’ To which Rabbi Y ehoshua replied,
"And hasit not been said: And | will turn the captivity of My people Israel (Amos 9:14),
and they have not yet returned?' Forthwith they permitted him to enter the congregation.
Rabban Gamliel thereupon said, "This being the case, | will go and apologize to Rabbi

Y ehoshua" When he reached his house he saw that the walls were black. He said to
him, "From the walls of your house it is apparent that you are a charcoal burner (or
blacksmith)." Hereplied, "Alas for the generation of which you are the leader, seeing
that you know nothing of the troubles of the scholars and their struggles to support and
sustain themselves!" He said to him, "l apologize, forgive me." He paid no attention to
him. "Do it," he said, "out of respect for my father." He then became reconciled to him.
They said, "Who will go and tell the Rabbis?' A certain fuller said to them, "1 will go."
Rabbi Y ehoshua sent a message to the Bais ha-Midrash saying, "Let himwho is
accustomed to wear the robe wear it. Shall he who is not accustomed to wear the robe say
to him who is accustomed to wear it, 'Take off your robe and | will put it on?"
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Said Rabbi Akibato the Rabbis, "Lock the doors so that the servants of Rabban Gamliel
should not come and upset the Rabbis." Said Rabbi Y ehoshua, "I had better get up and go
to them." He came and knocked at the door. He said to them, "Let the sprinkler son of a
sprinkler sprinkle; shall he who is neither a sprinkler nor the son of a sprinkler say to a
sprinkler son of a sprinkler, 'Y our water is cave water and your ashes are oven ashes?"
Said Rabbi Akibato him, "Rabbi Y ehoshua, you have received your apology, have we
done anything except out of regard for your honour? Tomorrow morning you and | will
will rise early to hisdoor." They said, "How shall we do? Shall we depose him (R.
Eleazar B. Azariah)? We have arule that we may raise an object to higher level of
sanctity but must not degrade it to alower level. If we let one Master preach on one
Sabbath and one on the next, thiswill cause jealousy. Let therefore Rabban Gamliel
preach three Sabbaths and Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah one Sabbath." Anditisin reference
to this that a Master said: Whose Sabbath was it? It was the Sabbath of Rabbi Elazar ben
Azariah. And that disciple was Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochai. Berachos 27B
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There was an incident with a disciple who came and asked Rabbi Y ehoshua, "What isthe
status of the tephilla (prayer) of the evening?' Hereplied, "It is optional.” He came and
asked Rabban Gamlidl, "What is the status of the evening tephilla (prayer)?' He replied,
"Itiscompulsory.” He (thedisciple) said, "But Rabbi Y ehoshuatold methat itis
optional." He replied, "Tomorrow when | come to the meeting house, stand and ask for
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clarification of the halacha." The next day, that disciple stood up and asked Rabban
Gamliel, "Is the tephilla of the evening optional or compulsory?' He (Rabban Gamlidl)
answered, "Compulsory"”. He (the disciple) replied, "But Rabbi Y ehoshuatold methat it
isoptional." Rabban Gamliel asked Rabbi Y ehoshua, "Did you say that it is optional ?'
Hereplied, "No." "Stand on your feet," he said, "and they will testify against you."
Rabban Gamliel sat and delivered a discourse while Rabbi Y ehoshua was standing on his
feet. [The situation remained so] until the people started murmuring and told Rabbi
Chutzpis the Meturgamin (the one appointed to explain the discourse to the assembled),
"Dismiss the people.” They said to Rabbi Zinun the caretaker, "Tell him (Rabban Gamliel
that he is no longer acceptable to remain in his position).” He began to tell him. All the
people stood on their feet and told him (Rabban Gamlidl), "On whom hasn't your
wickedness constantly passed? (Nahum 3:19)" They went and appointed Rabbi Elazar
ben Azariah in [the capacity of head of] the Y eshivah. He was sixteen years old and his
head became full of white hair.

Rabbi Akivawas sitting in pain and said, "Not that he is a greater Torah scholar than I,
but rather that he is much more a descendant of great men than |. Fortunate is the person
that has a peg to hang on." What was the "peg" of Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria? He was the
tenth generation from Ezra.

How many benches were there? Rabbi Y aakov ben Sissi said that there were eighty
benches [full] of scholars besides those [scholars] that were standing behind the fence.
Rabbi Yos ben Avun said that there were three hundred benches [full of scholars]
besides those [scholars] that were standing behind the fence.

[Thisincident is aluded to] in a Mishnawe learned there (Zevachim 11b), "On the day
that they appointed Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah to the position [of Rosh Y eshival." [His
position as Rosh Y eshivah is also aluded to] in aMishnawe learned there (in Kesuvos
493), "This was the discourse that Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria expounded in the presence of
the sages in the 'vineyard' of Y avneh." Wasthere avineyard there [in Y avneh]? Rather,
this refers to the sages that were positioned row upon row like a vineyard.

Without delay, Rabban Gamliel went to each one in his home to appease them. When he
went to the home of Rabbi Y ehoshua, he found him making needles. He said to him, "Is
this how you make your living?' "Y ou should have known this already," he replied.
"Woe isthe generation that you are its leader.” He (Rabban Gamliel) said to him, "l have
replied [to your wishes and have already asked forgiveness]." They sent afuller to Rabbi
Elazar ben Azariah (some say that it was Rabbi Akiva himself that went to tell the Bais
HaMidrash). He said to them, "L et he who is a sprinkler the son of asprinkler sprinkle.
Should he who is neither a sprinkler nor the son of a sprinkler tell the sprinkler the son of
asprinkler that your water is cave water and your ashes are oven ashes?' [He replied to
Rabbi Y ehoshua,] "Y ou've received an apology? Y ou and | will arise and go to the
entrance of Rabban Gamliel." Even so, they did not lower him (Rabbi Elazar ben
Azariah) from his position but rather they appointed him to be Av Bais Din (head of the
Rabbinical Court). Yerushalmi Berochos4:1
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On another occasion two witnesses came and said, "We saw it (the new moon) at its
proper time," but on the night [after] which should have been the new moon it was not
seen, and Rabban Gamliel accepted their evidence. Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas said, "They
are false witnesses. How can men testify that a woman has born a child when on the next
day we see her stomach till swollen?' Said Rabbi Y ehoshuato him, "I see [merit in]
your argument.” Thereupon Rabban Gamliel sent to him to say, "l enjoin upon you to
appear before me with your staff and your money on the day which according to your
reckoning should be the Day of Atonement.” Rabbi Akivawent and found him in great
distress. He said to him, "I can bring proof that whatever Rabban Gamaliel has doneis
valid, because it says: These are the appointed seasons of the Lord, Holy convocations,
which you shall proclaim in their appointed seasons (Leviticus 23:4), whether they are
proclaimed at their proper time or not at their proper time, | have no appointed seasons
save these." He then went to Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas, who said to him, "If wecall in
guestion the Bais Din of Rabban Gamliel, we must call in question the decisions of every
Bais Din which has existed since the days of Moses up to the present time. For it says:
Then went up Moses and Aaron, Nadav and Avihu and seventy of the elders of Israel
(Exodus 24:9). Why were not the names of the elders mentioned? To show that every
group of three which has acted as aBais Din over Israel is on alevel with the Bais Din of
Moses." He thereupon took his staff and his money and went to Y avneh to Rabban
Gamliel on the day on which the Day of Atonement fell according to his reckoning.
Rabban Gamliel rose and kissed him on his head and said to him, "Come in peace, my
teacher and my disciple - my teacher in wisdom and my disciple because you have
accepted my decision.” Rosh Hashana 25a
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"I desire the presence of my elder son," he (Rabbi Y ehudah Hanasi) announced. When
Rabban Gamaliel entered he entrusted him with the traditions and regulations of the
Patriarchate. "My son," he said to him, "conduct your patriarchate with men of high
standing, and cast bile (fear) among the students." Kesubos 103b

VI. The Death of Rabban Gamlid
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Rabban Gamlidl, too, was traveling in a ship when a huge wave arose to drown him. "It

appearsto me," he reflected, "that thisis on account of none other but Rabbi Eliezer ben
Hyrkanus." Thereupon he arose and exclaimed, "Sovereign of the Universe! 'Y ou know
full well that | have not acted for my honor, nor for the honor of my paternal house, but

for Thine, so that strife may not multiply in Isragl!" At that, the raging sea subsided.

Ima Shalom was Rabbi Eliezer's wife, and sister to Rabban Gamliel. From the time of
this incident onwards she did not permit him to fall on hisface. Now a certain day
happened to be New Moon, but she mistook afull month for a defective one. Others say,
a poor man came and stood at the door, and she took out some bread to him. She found
him fallen on hisface. "Arise," she cried out to him, "you have slain my brother." In the
meanwhile an announcement was made from the house of Rabban Gamliel that he had
died. "How do you know it?" he questioned her. "l have this tradition from my
grandfather's house: All gates are locked, excepting the gates of wounded feelings.”
Bava Metziah 59b
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When Turnus Rufus the wicked plowed the site of the Temple, Rabban Gamliel was
condemned to death. A high officer came and stood up in the Bais-Hamidrash and called
out, "The Nose-man (Nasei) is wanted, the Nose-man iswanted.” When Rabban
Gamaliel heard this, he hid himself. Thereupon the officer went up secretly to him and
said, "If | save you will you bring me into the world to come?' Hereplied, "Yes." He
then asked him, "Will you swear it unto me?' And the latter took an oath. The officer
then mounted the roof and threw himself down and died. Now there was a tradition that
when a decree is made and one of their own dies, then that decree is annulled. Thereupon
aVoice from Heaven was heard declaring, "This high officer is destined to enter the
world the come." Taanis29a



