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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Describelifeinthe Galileein genera and the city of Safed
in particular at the end of the fifteenth century.

2. During the sixteenth century, Safed experienced a transformation.
Describe the transformation and explain how it was caused.

3.  Namefiveleading Rabbisin Safed during the sixteenth century.

4.  Describe the state of Torah scholarship in Safed in the mid sixteenth
century and how Torah scholars were being supported.

5. Describe Safed at the end of the sixteenth century.

This and much more will be addressed in the seventh lecture of this series:
" Safed and the Dawn of the Ottoman Empire".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind
as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
guestions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as
well, as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

Thislectureisdedicated to the merit and honor of the Brin Family.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XX Lecture #7

SAFED (TZFAS) AND THE DAWN OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE
l. Safed and the Galilee at the end of the Fifteenth Century, in the Period of Mameluk Rule
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| did some research into [the reports of] miracles that appeared on the Temple Mount and
through the [prayers by the] graves of the hasidim (pious). Why do you [take such an interest in
such things] my brother? . . . On the 28th of Iyar (18th of lyar) is the anniversary of his (an
unnamed tzaddik but quite possibly referring to Rabbi Shimon bar Y ochai) death (yartzeit). They
come from all around and light large torches, in addition to the ner tamid (the perpetual lamp).
The Arabs have tremendous respect for this place and are afraid to come close to any place that
has been sanctified to His name. This place used to have silver vessels and many beautifully
embroidered and gilded covers. However, [it, together with] all [other] public items and property
has already been sold by the evil elders of Jerusalem. They haven't even left any remnant [of all
of this splendor]. Now | haven’t seen or heard about any open miracle that is associated with that
place, except for the reports that many barren women became pregnant and the sick were healed
through the donations that they made to [enhance] that place. | haven't had the time to go to that
place or travel anywhere since coming to [Jerusalem]. Consequently, with the exception of
hearsay, | really can’t give you any information about the Galilee or any other area. From what |
hear about Tzefas (Safed) or Kefar Kinah or the other areas of the Galilee, they live a peaceful
and tranquil life, without disturbances from the Arabs. However, most of them are poor, living in
[outlying] villages, and eke out a living as peddlers, going from house to house [with their
wares| in the courtyards and fields. According to the reports, however, in Damascus, the Jews
are engaged in business and are wealthy. There is no place on earth like Damascus. It is filled
with Hashem’s blessings with houses, gardens and orchards. The air, however, is not pure and
any strangers who come there immediately become sick. . . . The second letter Rav Ovadiah
Bertinoro sent from Eretz Yisradl. It was sent on the 27th of Elul, 1489 to hisbrother.
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Damascusis a great city in G-d’s eyes. Its streets are wide and it possesses beautiful houses and
courtyards and plentiful springs. There are three Jewish communities [in Damascus], for the area
is large and spread out. Between all of them there are five hundred householders. Some of them
are merchants who deal in clothing and all items. Some of them are craftsmen and others make
their living from lending money on secure pledges for a fee of twenty four Venetian [gold
pieces] for every hundred which is lent. Others place their money on HaKitimu and make a profit
of not less than eighteen for every hundred invested. In short, it is quite easy to make aliving in
Damascus, according to what | have heard. [In this regard,] | can only repeat what | have heard,
for on Rosh Hashana | became afflicted with sanveirim (an eye disease) and remained secluded
in the house [in which | was staying] up until the time we had to leave [Damascus]. This was
caused by the extreme cold | had to endure on the road at night, as | stated previoudly. . . . Safed
is built on the slope of a mountain. It is a large city, but the houses are small and pitiful. When
therain fallsit isimpossible to walk in the city, because of the filth. And because it is built on a
slope and one has to aways climb up or down, it is very difficult and exhausting to go out to the
market places and streets, even in the summer. Nevertheless, the land is very good and healthful
and water is extremely good. Now the truth is that | saw there many elderly people who were
more than sixty or seventy years old and one particularly older gentleman, a man who still
possessed youthful vigor and was quite healthy [despite the fact that] he was a hundred and thirty
years old. The holy [Jewish] community consists of approximately three hundred householders.
Most of the Jews have stores of [either] spices, or cheese, or oil, or different types of legumes or
fruits. | heard that twenty five ducats, the [yearly] profits of one of those stores, is enough to
support five people. Food there is aso inexpensive. The Gaon, Rabbainu Peretz Colobo, may he
see descendants and a long life, is the head and leader of the city. He was very kind to us and
sung our praises to others. He also offered, if we would decide to stay there, to house us, take
care of our material needs, and learn with us for the sum of twelve ducats a year, per student.
The community gives him a stipend to take care of his minimal needs, | forget the sum.
Nevertheless, he also maintains a food store to add to his basic food needs. Surrounding Safed
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there are many catacombs in which great chasidim (pious ones) are buried. Most of them are
within six mil of the city and | personally saw some of them. Letter sent by an Italian disciple
of Rav Ovadiah from Jerusalem in the year 1495, published in Darkel Tzion, by R. Tzvi
Y echezkel Michalsohn

I. Jerusalem and the Flourishing of Tzefas (Safed) During the Sixteenth Century
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Not only is the food of the residents of Jerusalem not sumptuous, but it comes through bitterness
and grief. Anyone who earns enough to buy the head of a goat and its innards for Shabbos or
Yom Tov, considers himself [as fortunate] as if he was released from the house of bondage,
became a free man, and now sits amongst the nobility. Teshuvas M aharalbach 147

B. He who saw Safed ten years ago, and observes it now, has the impression of a miracle.
For more Jews are arriving here continually, and the tailoring trade grows daily. | have been told
that more than 15,000 suits have been manufactured in Safed during this year, besides fancy
suits. Every man and every woman who works woolen fabric earns an abundant living. Hatred of
the Jews is, in contrast to our homeland, unknown here, and the Turks hold the Jews in esteem.
In this country and in Egypt, Jews are the chief officers and administrators of the customs. No
injuries are perpetuated against them in the whole empire. Only this year, in consequences of the
extraordinary expenditure caused by the war against Persia, were the Jews asked to make
advances of loans to the princes. All articles of commerce are available in these countries.
Fibres, spun, and unspun, are exported from Safed in great quantities, also oil, honey and small
quantities of silk; from other countries we get all kinds of spices such as pepper, muscatnuts,
ginger and cane-spices. Many people, among them also Jews, buy these goods for selling . . .
Some merchants trade with the Jews for exchange in amounts of over ten thousand in each
transaction. My dear wife Sarah, since she has come to Safed, has recovered with the help of
G-d. For the water and the air are unusually good. Only few illnesses occur here; therefore, the
medical art does not flourish, and the physicians do not earn much money. Sick people eat big or
small cucumbers, gourds and many kinds of fruit. Letter written by David dei Ross, a
mer chant originally from Cesena, Italy who settled in Eretz Yisrael, in the year 1535
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Hear, O mountains, the L-rd’s controversy, and you strong foundations of the earth (Micha 6:2),
the zeal of my beloved regarding His vineyard. My well beloved has a vineyard in a very fruitful
hill (Isaiah 6:1). For when G-d saw the suffering of his people, Israel, which has lasted some
fifteen hundred years in which they were banished from their land and exiled from nation to
nation, from one kingdom to another, and experienced so many exiles and forced conversions,
He remembered the Covenant of their forefathers and caused their captivity to return and
gathered them from the ends of the earth. [They came] one [survivor] from acity and two from a
clan to the land of desire (Israel) and they settled in the city of Safed, the most sought after place
in the world. [At that time,] their leaders acted properly to relieve the tax burden of the poor and
destitute and the students of Torah as well and they would free them from paying the poll tax. If
someone had a limited ability to pay, they would take something from him. From some a half
and from others a quarter of their taxes. From Torah scholars they would not generaly take
anything with the exception of someone of limited capital from whom they would take a half of
their tax payment. This practice applies solely to poll tax. Regarding the other taxes and levies, it
was inconceivable [for the community] to ask payment from anyone for whom the Torah was
their chief livelihood and only worked on the side. The honor and awe of the Torah was
constantly [uppermost in the minds] of the leaders of the community. They wouldn't do anything
without consulting the sages, the elder Rabbis. Everything was done according to the guidelines
which they set. In this manner, G-d's vineyard, the house of Israel, was beautifully tended and
pleasant. The vines blossomed and the pomegranates budded. The Roshei Yeshivas and their
students studied in their place without disturbance. They didn't hear the sound of oppressor. The
vineyard was walled in and its stones were removed by the philanthropic members of the nation
of the G-d of Avraham who lived in the Diaspora who provided them with food. . . . Teshuvas
AvkasRochel 1, R. Yosef Caro
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The reason that none of the Torah scholars have paid taxes up until now is because their chief
occupation, day and night, is the study of Torah. They leave their homes only for a short period
during the day in order to oversee that their work, which others are doing on their behalf, is
being faithfully executed and to provide for their food and other needs. Afterwards, without
wasting any time on trivial pursuits, they immediately return to their [true] profession, which is
the study of Torah. The non-learning time that they spend is strictly enough to provide for their
needs, so that they need not be supported by the community, not to become wealthy. Those
wealthy scholars who originally came from outside of Eretz Yisragl, only acquired their wealth
over there. This is because [it was customary for] men of means to provide scholars with
merchandise [so that they could easily resell it and make a profit]. It is therefore fitting that the
leaders of the city . . . not alter the boundaries that were affixed by our early Sages, z"'l, and those
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that came after them, who expounded upon the Scriptures which are the source of the exemption
of Torah scholars from all forms of taxation. . . . Such a thing was not done in the more than
forty years since the surge of immigration to Eretz Yisradl. . .. Teshuvas Mabit 2:25
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Since the days of my youth, from the year 5281 (1521), | took a leadership role in Safed in all
matters dealing with the sanctity of Eretz Yisragl. From then on until the present, this eve of
Rosh HaShanah 5335 (1574), | have expounded on the questions that were posed to me and |
have made myself available to respond to all that the Sefardic (Spanish) Jews who came here to
Safed requested of me. G-d has inspired me to rebuild the ruins of Safed and | supervise the great
building activity so that no one encroaches upon the boundaries of another. [I adjudicate] all of
the distribution of land, as well as issues of invasion of privacy and blocking of light that come
about through building on adjacent lots. During all of these years as the different communities
with their distinctive native tongues separated and built synagogues, we were involved in
enacting ordinances for all of the communities. These ordinances mandated all new immigrants
who originate from the Turkish empire as well as from other countries to attach themselves
solely to the synagogue of their respective communities. This was done in order to facilitate
support for the poor of that distinctive community. Because the Sefardim, the exiles of Spain,
form the majority of the Safed community, they needed two synagogues. One is called Kahal
Gadol and the other is called Kahal Yaakov. Originaly, there was a unified collection and
distribution system for both synagogues for charities, taxes and levies, as they were actually one
distinct linguistic group. Afterwards, because of differences of opinion, the two synagogues
separated and supervised their own collections and distributions for the poor of their respective
communities and for everything else. We instituted that any Sefardic Jew that moves to Safed
can freely join the synagogue of his choice and that no synagogue infringe upon the other. . . .
Every year we jointly sign a letter addressed to all of the holy congregations [of this city] to help
support the indigent of our communities. Because of this, money comes in every year for al of
the poor. In addition, this also spurs the wealthy to come and give special donations, a
commemoration of the pilgrims who came every holiday with donations. . . . Teshuvas
HaMabit 3:48
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In years past, we gathered together in the meeting hall to oversee the breaches in the city and to
mend the fences of G-d's . . . vineyard. Included in the rulings that we issued, was the
reinstatement of forgotten commandments such as the special gifts to the Kohanim - the zeroah,
lechaim, and kaiva - (foreleg, cheeks, and maw), which are directed [today] at the Jewish
butchers who own the animals. This halacha was fixed for al generations . . . This practice
continued for many years until the period of political upheaval and economic distress in which
the ordinance was abandoned. Afterwards, we were not able to rectify the situation and the
priestly entitlements (matnos Kehunah) were stolen from them by the butchers. . . . In order to
facilitate the restoration of the practice [of matnos Kehunah] asis mandated by the Torah, | see it
befitting to decree upon the butchers that they not sell the foreleg and to inform their own
household that it is forbidden to eat. If they do sdll it, they are required to tell their customers
that they are required to give it to the Kohanim. Afterwards, the customers can claim a refund
from the butcher. | hope that, through these prohibitions, they will come to give [the matnos
Kehunah to the Kohanim], for we have no power to force them. R. Moshe b. Yosef. Signed [in
addition], R. David ibn Zimra. Teshuvas M abit 2:115
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For the last twenty eight years, from the year 5292 (1532) until the year 5321 (1560), four
Shemitos in al, | have been involved in the halachic issues of produce growing on non-Jewish
land in Eretz Yisrael regarding the laws of Shemitah and regarding the requirement of taking
terumah and maasros (tithes) if that grain was processed (nismarchu) by a Jew. | have already
written [my opinion] that the grain is free [from the requirement of tithing]. ... And now in this
Shemitah, | have seen the Chacham R. Y osef, may Hashem help him, who has issued a ruling to
separate terumah and maasros (tithes). Teshuva Mabit 1:336
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| remember that when | was young, the city of our G-d was filled with all manner of praise,
wealth and honor. . . . and the great elderly holy Rabbis, R. Yosef Caro, R. Yisrael Kuriel, and R.
Moshe of Trani, their portion is[now bound in eterna] life. TeshuvasR. Yom Tov Tzalon

. The Rebuilding of Tiveria (Tiberias)
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Don Yosef Nasi . . . found favor in the eyes of Suleiman, the king . . . who granted him the ruins
of Tiberias together with seven surrounding towns to be its nobleman and master. . .. Don Y osef
sent Rabbi Y osef ben Ardit to build the walls of the city . . . He gave him documents, sealed by
the royal seal, and gave him orders to tell the Pasha (governor) in Damascus and Safed the
following, “Whatever this man asks for, grant it to him!” The royal order went out, directing the
skilled and unskilled laborers to come to Tiberias to rebuild it. . . . At that time, an elderly Arab
shariff (chieftan) stood up and cried to the local natives, . . . “Don't let them build that city, for |
have found in an ancient work . . . that when the city will be rebuilt, our religion will be
destroyed!” They refused to build the walls . . . [Hearing this,] the Pasha became incensed and
immediately sent out [troops to restore control]. . . . The workers then resumed digging the
foundations for thewall. . . . The wall was finally completed in the month of Kislev (November -
December) in the year 5325 (1564). . . . Don Y osef ordered mulberry trees to be planted there in
order to provide food for silk worms. He also ordered wool to be imported from Spain so that
they could make clothing similar to that manufactured in Venice. Emek HaBacha, R. Y osef
HaK ohen (1575)

IV.  Jerusalem and Safed at the Beginning of the Seventeeth Century

A.
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For three years, three great judgments enveloped the land. . . . One, aterrible famine, the likes of
which has never occurred. . . . Two, no one was able earn any money . . . There was no one
buying or selling, no money changed hands. No work was available for the poor. The destitute
sought work, but there was none to be had. . . . The third was the worst of al. . . . i.e. the burden
of taxes . . . from the king and corrupt officials. . . . This one says, "Pay me the poll tax" and
another one says, "Give me the taxes due to the governor of Damascus, as well as for the
governor of the land or for the vizier." From that time on, the "land of the living" became
depleted. This one fled and forsook his father and mother. This one left his wife, that one, his
children and another one, his brothers. . . . All who have remained are in tears . . . and cry out,
"Who knows if we will ever see their faces again." . .. From some five thousand [heads of
households, who formerly lived in Safed,] there are now only some four hundred. A person who
saw this city in its glory, the most beautiful of cities, the joy of the land, a great city full of
scholars and teachers, [would be shocked at the extent of its decling]. R. Moshe Alshich
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The verse, "She has become a source of taxation." (Lam. 1:1) can possibly be aluding to what
we see in our own times. There is no area within the domains of our king, may his glory be
exalted, that has more taxes and levies placed upon the Jews than in Eretz Yisrael, and most
especialy Jerusalem. If not for the fact that Jews from all over the world send money to them to
help pay their taxes and other levies, the Jewish community there would not be able to survive.
... Sefer Lechem Dima, R. Shmuel Di Uzida (1505 - 1604)
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We have heard of the dire straits in which our brethren in the land of Israel find themselves.
Now, there is added grief and distress, as a ship, containing many bundles of silver, was
captured. . . . The ship also contained much wool, which would have been a source of
employment for the people there. . . . From Constantinople, we heard the reports of how the
famine has decimated their ranks and how the [once] prestigious yeshivos have scattered and
left. . .. Proclamation made by the community of Venice which was sent to the communities
of Germany and Poland in the year 1600
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We have received a.. . . letter . . . which was signed by the most holy sages of the city of truth,
Jerusalem . . . and our hearts melted. . . . Every day the calamities become greater and greater.
The synagogue . . . which dates from the time of the Ramban, z'l, became the victim of
misfortune, asiswell known, and the holy seforim are being held asapledge. ... Because we
see [their plight], we, the undersigned, have agreed that all of the holy communities should
donate their money to redeem the holy people who continually dwell before Hashem, the sages
of Jerusalem. . . . Everyone of the members of our community, the community of Fez, . . . should
remember Jerusalem through their generosity. . . . Proclamation of the community of Fez,
1603, Sefer HaTakanos, Kerem Chemed Chap. 8
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Regarding the breaches in the wall of the city of our G-d, Safed . . . The enemies have made
openings in the wall. Instead of being well protected, like Jerusalem, with its doors locked at
night, now, through our sins, it is an unwalled city. Teshuvas M aharit Tzalon 251

B. | came to the Holy Land, to Safed, may it be rebuilt, in Upper Galilee, on the
intermediate days of Sukkos, 5263 (1602), in peace. | found here a holy community, a
magnificent city before G-d, a city full of salvation with nearly three hundred great Rabbis, all
pious and active men, with eighteen Yeshivos, twenty two houses of prayer and one big Bais
HaMedrash (Study hall), where about four hundred children and young men are taught by twenty
teachers without payment, for there are rich people in Constantinople who provide the salaries of
the teachers and have garments made for them every year. . . . And the non-Jews who live on the
soil of Israel, al of them bow before the holiness of Isragl. And even when we remain standing
in the field with Tallis and tefilin, for the whole day, nobody dares to step before the community
of Israel while they are praying, but all walk about quietly and nobody makes any remark, thank
G-d. . . . Besides, | found the entire Holy Land full of G-d's blessing, of great fullness and
cheapness beyond imagination. And when | saw the great fullness in the Holy Land and
perceived how the nations of the world consume those goods while Isragl is dispersed and
deprived of the right to enjoy the fruits of the land and to be satiated thereof, | broke out into
tears and said: If the house of Israel knew only the tenth part of the fruits, goods and fullness
which are in the Land of Israel, day and night would they lament their dispersa and the
delightful land they have lost and which, even in its desolation, brings forth fruits: fruit, wine
and silk for athird of the earth. For ships anchor at its shores from al the corners of the world,
from Venice, Spain, France, Portugal, and Constantinople, and grain, olives, raisins, figs, sesame
oil, wine and liquor produced from the juice of the palm trees are loaded into them. In addition,
chickens, eggs, mutton, and beef, fish, rice, many kinds of beans, such as | have never seen and
which taste like nuts, cucumber and vegetables can be obtained here during the whole year, in
summer and winter, for nearly nothing; moreover, good fruits like carob, oranges, lemons,
melons, and gourds sweet as sugar. . . . Then he can feed himself in the Land of Israel for athird
of the expense which he must waste in your country, and live like a king, apart from the healthy
and clear air and the pure water which prolong the life of man so that some of the inhabitants
reach an age of up to eighty, ninety, a hundred and even a hundred and ten years. Letter from
R. Shlomo Shlomiel, 1607
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V. The Travels and Travails of the Sheloh

A.
> ,DTIDWR DpR 72N XIPLIRLWIPH I3 WYY IR 173 o owh X2 oa (1
1M 29 17,0720 NI TIPWI 19w PIRT DO wIwm RO DY 7127902 RITW AR 25w
17N NDXA D”RWM D°I3107M D°AWY DUTIDWR DR 031 Nbxam 0°5wIPA LI N ,amaInn
0°290m °5WITPAW 2271507 931,78 Dan pIIp 77w HY 20awy o 05 ,n1P1Ta nibTa 97mva
9% 77729 ,R”733 77983 1707 173 D2AWINT IITIRT ,0°2972 01712 ©O1927 ,NIRND WK ,TRD TRNA?
AAWY IXI2® 027 73 27N ONYT? 9, IRM TRMNI RII 2372 DR 7970 OTISWR DR 00 wnwn 17K
,279287T NIATITII N7N2 NIRDDI TWYR NIRTI2T 071 2 10 W 1aN° awi oY 9annn? 139
,JARI 7Y% 0% 7oK 70X DAR ,NI290% 970Iva R 77 09MY L7902 7ATIT 007 700 KD wR
7% 077D 3TN MOADY 17X 191D OmINY TN 2INOR CIXY LAWAR K2 0w [y
anon .55 %52 Dom 77N W KT DRRT 72907 2807 TAYAT L1780 DOTIDWR Y3073 0
RIWONI 370 DAY 7PARIT IR MW7 AP 1AWRTR 05731 27EY NI nnDwRR 17w byan

In addition, a great Chasid, who was also a man of wealth, came from Constantinople [to
Jerusalem] and became a member of the Ashkenazic community. Even though Jerusalem is in
ruins, it is now the joy of the entire land and enjoys peace and prosperity. The food is good and
the wineis of the highest quality. Prices are cheaper in Jerusalem than in Safed. Furthermore, the
Ashkenazim live under the protection of the city wall, whereas in Safed, due to our great sins,
there are major robberies, for they dwell by the fields, open on all sides. The entire Sefardic
population in Jerusalem is increasing at an astonishing rate. There are actually hundreds of them
and they are building large buildings. We believe that all of this is a sign of the imminent
Redemption. In a short time you will hear, if Hashem so approves, that the Ashkenazic
community has grown to be large and awe inspiring, for | know, thank G-d, that many will come
there and will desire to become close to me. May Hashem, whose name is blessed, grant me life
and health. May | perform marvelously in my Torah studies and communal leadership, for they
have not had Torah leadership until now. Because of this, due to our many sins, destruction
came. | hope to be, with G-d's approval, a faithful shepherd. For Jerusalem's sake, | will not be
still. 1 am continually corresponding with the leaders of Poland, the scholars and leaders of
Bohemia, the scholars and leaders of Germany, those who establish, affirm, and increase the
truth and faith of the Torah under all circumstances and conditions. Letter from the Shelah to
hisfamily, 1622
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Y ou, my children, may Hashem protect you, let all of those whose soul longs for our Holy Land
know that they should take the opportunity to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy city, may Hashem
rebuild it. No one should think that | am giving such advice because | am about to live there,
with Hashem's approval. G-d forbid! | am giving this advice in truth and faithfulness, for
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[Jerusalem] contains al good things. Nothing is lacking and the city is enclosed and protected by
walls. The enclosure is as large as the city of Lvov (Lemberg). ... | truly put my trust in
Hashem that an abundance of Torah will usher forth from the yeshivas of Zion, with Hashem's
approval, for Jerusalem has great Tamudic scholars. Even the great Gaon, R. Manish, may
Hashem protect him, wrote to me, in his great piety and humility, that he a'so wants to join the
others and come to study under me. Also, the Sefardic scholars who live there, [express their
desire to join my yeshiva] for Jerusadem has more that five hundred Sefardic heads of
households, and the number is growing daily, with Hashem's help. 1bid.
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Behold, the year following the year | came to Jerusalem, the holy city, may it speedily be rebuilt,
was the Shemitta year, the seventh year of the cycle. Many of the residents of the Holy Land
wished to free themselves of the terrible strain [of strictly adhering to its laws], for there was a
famine in the preceding year and they didn't have enough food that year to eat on a daily basis,
let alone prepare enough provisions for the forthcoming seventh year, and they offered strained
explanations [as to why they didn't have to adhere to the laws of Shemitta]. | gave it serious
thought and decided that | have to be more stringent than they, even if it would mean that |
would have to sell the shirt off my back. | reasoned that Hashem would ask me, "Why did you
leave a place where you were not obligated in this mitzva and come to a place where you are
obligated and yet you are now abandoning this mitzva? Why have you come to pollute My land?
Those who live there already do not bear as great a punishment as you." In addition, all those
who travel to the Holy Land, travel there in order to sanctify themselves and to fulfill the
mitzvas which are particular to that place, similar to that which our Sages, z'l, state at the end of
thefirst chapter of Sota (14a): Rabbi Simlai expounded, "Why did Moshe desire to enter the land
of Israel? Did he need to eat of its fruit? Rather, he wanted to fulfill the mitzvas that are related
to theland of Isradl." Shelah, Shaar HaOsios 19



