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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Whofirst introduced R. Aaron of Karlin to Hasidism?

2. What el ement of Hasidism did R. Aaron find so
attractive?

3.  What prompted R. Aaron to become aMagid in
Karlin?

4. How many people did R. Aaron influence? Name two
of them.

5. WhowasR. Aaron's successor? Describe him.

This and much more will be addressed in the eighth lecture
of this series; ""With All Your Heart': Rabbi Aaron of
Karlin and his Successors'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline,
we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series X Lecture #8

"WITH ALL YOUR HEART":
RABBI AARON OF KARLIN AND HIS SUCCESSORS

l. R. Aaron of Karlin and the Magid of Mezrich
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[R. Aaron] was born in the year 5496 (1736) to his father, the Rav and hidden tzaddik
(saint) R. Yaakov of Pinsk, and to his mother, Perl, the sister of the renowned Hasid, R.
Manlee of Karlin, aHasid of the Magid of Mezerich. By her name was the family of our
master called: Perlov. [R. Aaron] traced his lineage to King David, of blessed memory.
He was aMagid (preacher) in the country of Lithuania. Pri Yesha Aaron p. 44
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The holy rabbi of Sadigora said: Some of the greatest of the disciples of the Magid [of
Mezrich] were R. Nachum of Chernoble, R. Aaron of Karlin, R. Mendel of Vitebsk. It
was the latter who brought R. Aaron of Karlinto the Magid. Pri Yesha Aaron p. 19
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The Rav and Hasid, R. Manlee, of blessed memory, the uncle of our great master [R.
Aaron], isthe one who brought him to the Magid, R. Ber, may his merit protect us.
Before they arrived, while the Magid was in his house, he already felt that they were
traveling to him and said, "A young man is coming to me who has the fear of G-d on his
countenance, [so pronounced that it is] the thickness of a hand's breadth.” Pri Yesha
Aaronp. 2
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The holy Rabbi, R. Aaron of Karlin, whose soul restsin Eden, was from the greatest of
the disciples of the Magid. He passed away in the lifetime of the Magid on the fifth day
of Chol HaMo'ed Pesach, 5532 (1772). He had an exceptionally close friendship with R.
Shneur Zalman of Liadi, who heaped upon him extraordinary praises. | heard that our
master, [R. Shneur Zalman,] said of him that his fear of G-d could be compared to [the
fear that is felt by] someone who has been condemned to death by afiring squad and is
presently standing bound to a post as the bullet is racing towards him. Thisisthe way he
would describe the lowest level of hisfear of G-d. Very few can begin to understand the
highest level of hisfear of G-d and it isimpossible to describeit. . . . | heard from one of
the grandsons of our master, [R. Shneur Zalman,] that when the group of the Magid's
disciples were together in Mezrich the following incident occurred: Once, on the night of
the holy Shabbos, when the group was sitting together and reviewing the Magid's
teachings of Hasidic doctrine, R Aaron was sitting alone in hisroom and hislips were
moving . . . Suddenly they heard the sound of banging on the door from the Magid's
attendant who exclaimed, "Is R. Aaron there? Our Master has commanded you to stop
saying Shir HaShirim because your recitation is making afuror in all of the [supernal]
worlds and, as a result, our master is unableto sleep.” Sefer Bais Rebbi, 1:25, p. 64a
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[R. Aaron's] grandson, R. Aaron of Chernoble, of blessed memory, would relate the
following: After [R. Aaron of Karlin] had traveled severa times to the great Magid [of
Mezrich], of blessed memory, they repeatedly asked him, "What did you gain? What
teachings did you receive from him?' He would respond time and again, "Nothing!"
(Gornisht!) Eventually, he would [elucidate his comment] and say to them, "I gained
from him the insight that now | realize that | am [truly] 'nothing™. Sefer Pri Yesha
Aaronp. 2
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One of the disciples of the Magid, on hisreturn trip from Mezrich, passed through Karlin
in order to visit R. Aaron HaGadol (the great) and arrived there at midnight. He was very
anxious to see him and walked over to his house in the darkness of the night. He banged
on the window [of hisroom] and asked him to open the door and let him in. Our master,
who was deeply engrossed in his studies asked him, "Who's that that is banging on my
window?' He answered, "It is| (Anochi - Ich)." He thought for sure that he would
recognize his voice. Our master, however, didn't respond and didn't open the door for
him. He banged again and again, but our master didn't answer him. He impatiently called
out to him, "Why are you ignoring me and not opening the door?' Our master responded,
"Who other than G-d himself can say, ‘It is| (Anochi - Ich)." It is unbecoming and
improper to say, 'Itis| (Anochi - Ich)." As aconsequence, the other disciple said to
himself, "Evidently | haven't absorbed my studies properly and | need to go back to the
Magid in order to learn humility and other proper character traits so as not to view myself
asaperson of stature." Sefer Pri YeshaAaron p. 2

. Karlin and the Spread of the Hasidic Movement
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When our master, the great Magid of Mezrich, of blessed memory, ordered his disciple,
our master, R. Aaron the Great of Karlin, of blessed memory, to travel to the city of Pinsk
and to spread the teachings of Hasidus over there, R. Aaron's eyes were filled with tears,
for R. Aaron knew that the city of Pinsk was a citadel and source of the Misnagdim
(opponents of Hasidism). The Magid of Mezrich answered him, "When a [trusted]
general receives an order to capture afortress, no matter how well defended it is, he will
faithfully carry out hismission.” R. Aaron traveled to Pinsk to faithfully fulfill the
mission entrusted to him by his master. At first, he was greeted with terrible and furious
opposition. In fact, the [Misnagdim] even laid him out on the street and pummeled him
fiercely. R. Aaron related that he felt that one bite that he received on hisflesh, from a
certain Misnagid, was done L'Shem Shomayim (for the sake of Heaven - i. e. sincerely
motivated). Our master was successful, however, in creating a revolution in Pinsk
through hisfiery deroshos (sermons), and convinced a minyan (a quorum of ten) of
Misnagdim into becoming Hasidim. Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 2
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Thiswas the way of our master, R. Aaron the Great: He would travel from city to city in
order to influence the entire populace to repent their sins. They would greet him with
jeers and curses, and even blows, like the time that the city council of the city of Zelva
decided to issue an order that [R. Aaron] be beaten up. Those who carried out the order
were coarse people who punched and pinched him. He commented later that one of them
actualy pinched him with sincere motivations. Why did they respond so harshly?
Because he would reveal to them the sins they committed secretly in private. . .. He
ordered in hislast will and testament that they inscribe the following on his gravestonein
Karlin: [R. Aaron . . . ] who merited and gave merit to the community on numerous
occasions and repeatedly risked his life to accomplish that end, according to his
understanding. He would publicly rebuke the community. His open admonishments,
however, were filled with an inner love for them, to bring the Jewish people closer to
their Father in Heaven and to completely unite them. Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 18, 19
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Our great master entered the synagogue [of the city of Dubno] and read to them the
section dealing with immorality (Lev. Chapters 18, 20). He inspired them to repent and
they subsequently confessed their sins [of marital infidelity]. He arranged the [writing
and giving of] one hundred and fifty gittin (divorce documents). Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron
p 17
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The holy Rabbi Sadigorasaid, ". . . We have atradition that [R. Aaron the Great] made
eighty thousand Baalei Teshuva (penitents)." Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 19
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In the work, "Bais Aaron", it is written that the Tzaddikim of the generation said of him
that he influenced the people to repent and made eighty four thousand Baalei Teshuva
(penitents). Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 19
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The holy R. Aaron of Karlin was once going on the road and stopped at an inn. It was
reported that the aristocrat who owned the inn and the surrounding countryside was about
to make avisit. There was agreat surge of activity in the inn as they were al busy
preparing for [the aristocrat's] arrival. [R. Aaron,] however, was obliviousto al of this
and sat at atable and washed his hands in preparation for his meal. When the aristocrat
cameto theinn, they al stood up in his honor. [R. Aaron,] however, didn't pay him any
attention. [In his anger,] the aristocrat took out his gun and fired it at him. The bullet
didn't even graze him and he continued to remain sitting. The aristocrat became even
more incensed and fired again, thistime also missing his target. The aristocrat understood
that this was an extraordinary occurrence and asked him the reason for al of this. He
answered him that he never harbored in his heart any fear of people (lit. flesh and blood).
He consequently left him alone and the tzaddik was saved from this difficulty. A tale
repeated by the author the Chidushe HaRim, thefirst Rebbi of Gur, Siach Sarfei
Kodesh 111 398, Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 33
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Our holy master of Drohobitch, of blessed memory, would tell his followers about the
tremendous opposition that his forebears would experience. He began to speak of his
ancestor, R. Aaron the Great, whom they suspected of perpetrating an immoral act
because of the false witnesses who testified against him. They did thisin order [to
counter hisinfluence so] that he would be held in low esteem in the eyes of the populace.
They gathered together in the meeting room [of the community] and demanded that the
Rav make aruling [based on the evidence] and that [R. Aaron] be flogged and disgraced.
The Rav, however, who recognized R. Aaron the Great to be a man who remained firmin
his righteousness, was unwilling to bend to their will and to disgrace him by making such
aruling. Now, R. Aaron the Great had people who were close to him who traveled to see
him, even during the lifetime of the Magid. One of them had a candle factory. He had just
returned home from avisit to Karlin. But as soon as he passed over the threshold of his
home, he was overcome with a desire to immediately return to Karlin. When he entered
the house of the Rebbi, he was nowhere to be found, but he saw the Rebbetzin sitting and
crying. She told him that he should go the meeting room where he would find him. As
soon as he arrived, he saw how they were treating R. Aaron in the most disgraceful
manner. As he pushed his way through the crowd, he caught the eye of the Rav who ran
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towards him, hugged him, and told that he was sent from Heaven as he had heard their
testimony three times already and had attempted to frighten them into admission of
perjury asisdonein all cases, [but they were still firm in their testimony] and the people
there demanded of him to issue a ruling based on the evidence. "I know that they are
lying but what can | do? So many people are pitted against me and | have delayed issuing
averdict for three days already.” The aforementioned Hasid told the Rav that he wants to
hear the testimony for himself. The Rav immediately called one of the witnesses to
testify. The Hasid recognized him as one of the workersin hisfactory and that on the day
that he purportedly witnessed the act, he was actually working for him in his factory. He
yelled a him, "Evil one that you are. Admit to the truth!" He was so taken aback that he
admitted that it was all afabrication and that he was paid eighteen rublesto lie. In the
same manner, they called in the second witness and the Rav yelled a him, "Evil one that
you are. Admit to the truth!" He too admitted that it was all afabrication and that he was
paid eighteen rubles to lie. The calumny was nullified and the witnesses received afitting
punishment. R. Aaron the Great then immediately greeted his Hasid and laughingly asked
him, "What got into you that you hurried back to Karlin?' The Rav took R. Aaronin his
carriage and escorted him home. On the way, R. Aaron took out his notebook and showed
him how that witness had signed his name to alist of sins that he had done. He had
described his shameful deeds in detail and came to receive penance for all that he had
done. After R. Aaron had guided him in the teshuva [repentance] process, he signed his
name to the list and affirmed that he took it upon himself to repent for all of those sins.
The Rav asked him, "Why didn't you show thisto him in front of all of the community?|
would have then invalidated him to be awitness." R. Aaron answered him that he didn't
want to embarrass him in public. Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron pp. 14-15
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R. Aaron [the grandson of R. Aaron the Great of Karlin] said to R. Mottel, "Who knows
if [my grandfather] would be alive today that he would be able to accomplish anything at
al. In histime the [problem was that the] people were very ssmple and earthy. Today is
different. They are violating the Torah out of spite and rebel against anything holy. May
Hashem have compassion." Sefer BirchasAaron p. 194, Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 19
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1) Seeing the poverty of our people, the children of Israel, how can | behold [in
silence] the bitter plight, may Heaven protect us, that has befallen the destitute of Israel
and the cry of the poor uttered in great anguish. Concerned lest we stumble and
transgress, G-d forbid, with that evil and bitter iniquity of robbing the poor, the
community was aroused and chose to come together to save the desperately oppressed,
and made ordinances according to their best judgment. The assembled have accepted
upon themselves, with a curse and an oath, to adhere to and completely fulfill these
ordinances. Because of the concern that some of those that are currently oppressing the
destitute may come and try to annul these ordinances, | hereby decree that whosoever
shall come to nullify the [above] enactments and infringe upon the rights of the poor,
shall be ostracized with the full severity of anathema and grievous curses - inasmuch as|
am authorized by our master, guide and teacher, may his light shine, the teacher of the
whole diaspora, the Magid of the holy community of Mezrich, to remove any stumbling
block from the children of Israel as far as my powers extends, even to the proclamation of
aban. | therefore advise you not to breach the fence that our Sages, of blessed memory,
have erected and not to become entrapped, G-d forbid. Those who listen will experience
only pleasantness and will receive the blessings of goodness. These are the words of the
insignificant Aaron, the son of R. Y aakov, of blessed memory, of Karlin

2) | also require that it be recorded as my solemn decree that, on pains of a severe
anathema, no meat tax shall collected from the teachers of children, i. e. to be deducted
from their tuition fees. . . Those who question . . . in order to strip the destitute of |srael
of their possessions are most certainly of the seed of the Gibeonites [who lack the trait of
compassion], as our Sages said (Y evamos 79a), "lIsraglites are possessed of three
attributes etc.” . . . All those who have compassion on humanity will be treated
compassionately by Heaven. Such are the words of Aaron of Karlin

Addendum written by R. Aaron of Karlin to the ordinances which wer e passed by
the community council of Nesvizh, atown near Karlin, Friday, 10th of Adar I, 5529
(1769) and recorded in the Pinkas (communal registry)
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1. The Passing of Rav Aaron the Great
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[R. Aaron] passed on to his eternal rest on the nineteenth day of Nissan, 5532 (1772). He
lived to be thirty six yearsold. Hisfinal resting placeisin Karlin. Sefer Pri Yeshap. 44
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After the death of R. Aaron, [R. Dov Ber,] the Magid of Mezrich and Rovna, said that the
Clouds of Glory had departed [just as they had when Aaron, the brother of Moshe, passed
away,] and the weapons of war were now lost, for he was our weapon of battle. Now, we
have alsolutely nothing else to accomplish. The Magid passed away that same year. Sefer
Yalkut Aaron p. 242, Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 39
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In aletter from the city of Vilna, written in Sivan of the year 5532 (1772), which was
published in the Sefer Zamir Aritzim (p. 7) it is stated, "The Hasidim of our time are
called Mezricher and Karliner.,"  Toldos HaMikubalim, Even Ophel, p. 98, David
Kahana
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... | hereby annul, from this day and on, any strange or evil thoughts that may possibly
come, G-d forbid, during the time of death. The essence of my thoughts [at that time] is
that Hashem is absolutely One and there is no oneness that exists that can be compared to
His. | hereby accept upon myself with complete resolution and desire the four modes of
death that are administered by the courts (i. e. stoning, burning, beheading, and choking)
in order to rectify all of the defectsthat | caused in Hisgreat Name. . . . Behold, . .. | am
the worst of all sinnersand rebels. In truth, | don't know if there is anyone worse than 1.
... They shadl pray to Hashem on my behalf, to tear Satan away from all of Israel,
especially from the nefesh, ruach, and neshamah of [Aaron ben Perl]. After the soul has
returned to its source, they should fulfill the four modes of court administered death on
my body. Since stoning is the most severe of all of the punishments, they should perform
stoning four times which means that they drop my body on the ground without any
intervening sheet at all. . . . | hereby decree that [at the eulogy] they should not speak of
any of my praises. Anyone who desires to speak ill of me [provided that it istrue], is
allowed to do so. .. . The close disciples of the master, [R. Dov Ber of Mezrich,]
however, those that are G-d fearing and perfect in their ways, have permission to speak
well of me and articulate my praises, provided that they are absolutely certain that they
aretrue. . . . Even though the judgment in Gehinom is only twelve months, | am not
certain that | will have the merit to cometo Gehinom during the first year. Excerpt
from R. Aaron'slast will and testament
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R. Shimon N. Biderman, the Admor of Lelov, [who was very close to the Rabbi of Stolin,
the author of the Ohr Yisrael, of blessed memory,] used to say: Regarding that which is
written in the will of our master [R. Aaron,] that they should fulfill the four modes of
death that are administered by the courts, which he actually meant that they should do the
equivalent of stoning him four times [in succession] by throwing down his body [four
times], hisdisciple, R. Shlomo, did not let them fulfill any of this and prevented them
from doing so. He said, "The Rebbi viewed himself as the lowest person on earth, but we
know his greatness and what kind of person he was, and we will not allow such athing
under any circumstances." Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 39
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Hereisinterred our master, Aaron, who was born of his mother, Perl, our master Aaron,
the son of our master, Y akov, z'l, who merited and gave merit to the community on
numerous occasions and repeatedly risked his life to accomplish that end, according to
his understanding. He would publicly rebuke the community. His open admonishments,
however, were filled with an inner love for them, to bring the Jewish people closer to
their Father in Heaven and to completely unite them. He passed away on the nineteenth
day of the month of Nisan, 5532 (1772). May his soul be bound in the bond of life.
Gravestone of R. Aaron which was specified by him in hislast will and testament

V. R. Aaron's Legacy
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Our master, of Stolin-Karlin, [who isburied in Tiberias,] said: The source of the
[musical] style (nusach) of the prayers [of Stolin-Karlin Hasidim] comes from R. Aaron
the Great, of blessed memory. Praying in aloud voice stems from R. Shlomo of Karlin,
of blessed memory, [his successor]. They quote him as having said, "L oudness arouses
religious emotion and concentration (kavanah)." For this reason, we [Hasidim of
Stolin-Karlin] have both elements (music and loudness). The Hasidim of the Master of

L echovitz have only the loud voice. The holy Rabbi of Strelisk used to say, "We only
took the element of the raised voice in prayer from our master." Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron
p. 21
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According to a tradition preserved by the Hasidim, our great master, [R. Aaron,] heard
the tune that is sung for "Hodu LaShem etc." in the Hagadah of Pesach, being sung by the
angels. Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 21
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G-d - | long for the sweetness of the Sabbath, which becomes the twin and becomes
united with Y our treasured nation. Extend the sweetness of Y our reverence to the nation
that seeks Y our favor. Hallow them with the Sabbath's holiness which unitesitself with
Y our Torah. Grant them sweetness and desire to open the gates of Y our desire.

G-d - | long for the sweetness of the Sabbath which becomesthe twin and becomes
united with Your treasured nation.

Y ou Who were and are - protect those who protect and anxiously await Y our holy
Sabbath. Asthe hart entreats by springs of water, so their soul entreats to gain the
sweetness of the Sabbath that is united with Y our Holy Name. Spare the ones who delay
leavetaking from the Sabbath, that it be not sealed from them in the six days that absorb
sanctity from the holy Sabbath, and purify their heart with truth and faith to serve Y ou.

G-d - | long for the sweetness of the Sabbath, which becomesthe twin and becomes
united with Your treasured nation.

May Y our mercy (overwhelm Y our attributes, and may Y our mercy) overflow upon Y our
holy nation. To water those thirsting for Y our kindness from the river flowing forth from
Eden. To crown Isragl with splendor - those who glorify Y ou through Y our holy Sabbath.
To endow them all six days with the estate of Jacob, Y our choicest one.
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G-d - | long for the sweetness of the Sabbath, which becomes the twin and becomes
united with Your treasured nation.

The Sabbath! - sweetness of souls. The Seventh Day! - delight of spirits and bliss of souls
to be blissful with Y our love and awe. Holy Sabbath! - my soul pines for your love. Holy
Sabbath! - the souls of Israel find refuge in the protection of your wings. They are sated
from the abundance of Y our house.

G-d - | long for the sweetness of the Sabbath, which becomesthe twin and becomes
united with Your treasured nation.

Composed by R. Aaron of Karlin

C. The Hasidic View of Life
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Sadness or depression is not [formally] asin, but the insensitivity of the heart whichis
created thereby is more severe than that which is created by the coarsest sin. Sefer
Rachmea HaAv p. 160
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Mikveh [for men] is not a formal mitzvah, because they anulled the requirement to go to
amikveh [after relations] (Berachos 22a). But the goodness which mikveh can bestow to
aperson is greater than that of the greatest mitzvah. 1bid.
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A Jew who doesn't feel the joy of being Jewish is ungrateful to G-d. It isindicative that
he never understood the meaning of the berachah (blessing): [Blessed are Y ou Hashem
.. .] who has not made me a Gentile. | bid.
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Regarding that which they say about you, however, that you are excessively tormenting
yourself, fasting and going to the mikveh (ritual bath), against the wishes of your
father-in -law and mother-in-law: Even though you don't need to pay any attention to
anyone regarding fasting on the tenth or whether to stop eating two days before Rosh
Chodesh, you should not, however, excessvely fast, torment yourself, or go to the
mikveh. Thisisthe counsel of the evil inclination to inhibit your learning and davening
(prayer) so that you should pray with weakened strength and a confused mind. Certainly
it would be better to eat alittle every day, even twice a day, and not fast, or fill your
stomach with excessive food which will [also] cause you thereby to curtail your studies.
Therefore, thisis my advice to you. If you follow it, you will always experience good. Be
careful and always fulfill the mandate of the Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim, Chapter 1:1.
[ This teaching, to always place Hashem before you aways,] should not leave your mouth
nor your thoughts. [In addition,] you should alway fulfill Chapter 231, to constantly
connect Hashem with whatever you are doing. Seeto it to fulfill al that isfound in
Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim and set aside a set time every day to review the Shulchan
Aruch and fulfill it. With Hashem's help, when you become independent, you can fulfill
the dictates of your G-d inspired intelligence. For G-d's sake, however, your studies
should be solely done for the sake of Heaven. The statement of our Sages, of blessed
memory, iswell known: All those who study Torah [for its own sake, the Torah]
becomes a life giving potion. If not, it becomes a deadly poison. If you have the Sefer
Raishis Chachmah, make sure you follow everything in it with the exception of the self
inflicted torments and fasts that are written there. It will bring you eternal good. These
are the words of your beloved friend, the son of your uncle, who iswriting with great
haste due to the burdens of the holy service. Aaron b. R. Y aakov. Letter from R.
Aaron to one of hisfollowers

V. R. Chaim Chaika of Amdor
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... Itiswell known that the holy man of G-d, the awesome R. Aaron the Great of Karlin,
of blessed memory, used to travel throughout all of the cities of Lithuaniaand Russiain
order to cause the Jews to improve their ways and thereby bring them closer to Hashem.
He would also seek out those [special] individuals who excelled in learning and in the
fear of G-d and bring them to his master, [R. Dov Ber of Mezrich] . . . so that they
become one of his Hasidim who would bask in his shade and directly study under him. It
was his intention that, in this manner, Hasidus would spread throughout the world and
that these individuals would truly become Hashem's servants. Sefer Gedulas
HaTzaddikim p. 14, Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 10
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The holy Magid said to R. Aaron the Great, of blessed memory, "In Lithuaniathereisa
menorah (candelabra) that is already filled and all we haveto doislight it." He thereupon
traveled to Lithuania and met the holy Rabbi R. Chaim Chaika of Amdor, of blessed
memory. He entered a Bais Medrash (study hall) filled with scholars and delivered a
derashah (sermon or lecture). As he was speaking, he noticed that someone was intently
looking at him the entire time. He realized that this man must be the "menorah” that the
Magid had in mind. [After the lecture,] he began to speak with him words of Torah and
asked him, "What is ayoung man like yourself doing?' He answered that he was
studying Torah Lishmah (for its own sake). [R. Aaron] then proceeded to enumerate all
of the things (blessings) that are mentioned in Pirkel Avos (Chapter 6:1) that come to
someone who studies Torah Lishmah. On al of them [R. Chaim Chaika] answered in the
affirmative. When [R. Aaron] came to, "They reved to him the secrets of the Torah," he
stood there in silence and began to cry. He then asked him, "What is thereto do?' [R.
Aaron] answered him that he should travel to the holy Magid [of Mezrich] and he would
show him the way how to merit the entire list of blessings. He then took him to the
Magid, may his merit protect us. When he entered, the Magid looked at R. Aaron the
Great and said, "Y ou brought me a golden menorah which only needed to be lit."  Sefer
Pri Yesha Aaron p. 8
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For the most part, unmarried young men or young married men used to cometo [R.
Chaim Chaika] secretly, without the knowledge of their parents or spouses. It was not
uncommon for them to forsake their wives and children and leave them without food, as
they were enticed by the emissaries of the Tzaddik and his many followers. When they
would meet a young man on the road, they would say to him, "Y ou never found
satisfaction with your davening (prayers) because you pray in silence without singing. By
our master, of Amdor, however, his Hasidim shout and sing. Our master, knows the art of
music and has a sweet voice. In addition, you will merit to pray properly on all three
levels: [musical] voice, speech, and purity of thought." In this manner, they enticed a
great number of people to make the long trek from their homes and to travel to Amdor.
Sefer Toldos HaM ikubalim, Even Ophel, p. 98, David Kahana

VI. R. Shlomo of Karlin
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Once, when our master, Rabbi Aaron the Great, was traveling from city to city to arouse
the people to repent, he came to the city where our master, R. Shlomo, was the Rosh

Y eshiva (head of the yeshiva). Our master had ordered his students not to attend R.
Aaron's derasha (sermon or lecture). Many of the bachurim (unmarried students),
however, did come Shabbos evening to listen, despite their Rosh Y eshiva's admonition.
Our magter, [R. Aaron] the Great, left a powerful impression on the bachurim and they
convinced some of their fellow students to return with them the next day. Other students
of the yeshiva decided on their own to join them, and, eventually, the entire student body
was in attendance, for the words of our great master penetrated their very depths, asis
well known. When our master, [R. Shlomo of Karlin,] heard about this, he decided to see
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from himself if [R. Aaron] has the magnetic power to attract the hearts [of the popul ace]
and to breathe in them a new spirit to serve Hashem. Our master, [R. Shlomo,] joined the
othersin listening to the words of our great master, [R. Aaron of Karlin,] and he left [the
drasha] infused with atotally new spirit. . . . The greatness and holiness of our great
master was revealed to him and when [R. Aaron] left the city, our master, [R. Shlomo,]
escorted him and followed his carriage [out of the city]. [R. Shlomo] then immediately
traveled to Mezrich. Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 47-48
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The holy R. Moshe of Zelchov, of blessed memory, told the following story to R.
Elimelech of Grodzisk, of blessed memory: After the death of R. Aaron the Great of
Karlin, hisdisciple, the holy R. Shlomo, of blessed memory, refused to become the leader
of the community [of R. Aaron's followers]. His master, [R. Aaron,] appeared to [R.
Shlomo] at night in a dream and told him that he should see to it to accept the position of
leadership, but [R. Shlomo] still resolutely refused. [R. Aaron] then promised him that if
he would accept the position, he would be able to see with his eyes from one end of the
world to the other (the gift of clairvoyance) and he prevailed upon him to accept. When
he got up, herealized that it was a dream. He also [soon] realized that he had the gift of
clairvoyance. Just then, a group of teary eyed people came and gave him a pidyon nefesh
(asum of money to redeem the soul) of eighteen or [perhaps] ten red gold coins, on
behalf of a certain man of wealth. On that same day, also came arequest on behalf of a
woman whose life was in danger, as she was having great difficulty in child birth. Our
holy Rabbi saw through his holy clairvoyant powers that that weathy man was destined
to diein order that [he be reborn] in the body of the child that is about to come out to this
world. Aslong as hewas alive, the woman could not give birth. [His vision] was
fulfilled, because, immediately, it was reported throughout the city that the man of wealth
had died and [soon after] they came to him to give him the good news that the woman
had given birth to aboy. They also came to request of the holy Rabbi his help because the
hekdash (the public building for indigent wayfarers) which the mother and child were
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now occupying was extremely cold, and there was no firewood to heat their room. The
holy Rabbi gave them one red gold coin from the coins that were given him on behalf of
the [deceased] wealthy man in order to purchase firewood to heat up their room, for he
said that the money isreally the child's. He also gave them money for their other
household needs. . . . Our holy Rabbi also saw other things which he couldn't bear and
asked of Hashem to take that [gift of clairvoyance] away from him asit was against his
will. Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 49
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[R. Shlomo of Karlin] was a great miracle worker and could actually tell a person the
hidden thoughts of his heart. Sefer Bais Rebbi p. 128
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In the work, Divrel Elimelech, authored by the holy Rabbi of Grodzik, he quotes
something precious which he heard from hisfather, R. Chaim Meir Y echiel, the Seraph
(fiery angdl) of Mogelnitza (grandson of R. Yisrael, the Magid of Kozhnitz) regarding R.
Shlomo of Karlin, of blessed memory: Once he was traveling [in a carriage] down the
slope of a high mountain, when the horses began to uncontrollably race down the
mountain, wildly confused and frenzied. Overcome with immense fear, [R. Shlomo]
interrupted his state of devaikus (cleaving) to Hashem for a short moment. Our master
was very irritated with himself for having done so and he accepted upon himself to
actualy risk hislife [and yet constantly be connected to Hashem] in order to rectify this
thing, according to the principle of teshuvas hamishkal (repenting by rectifying the sinin
asimilar weighted manner to the sin itself). At that time, he needed to cross the border
[between Poland and Russia] and he crossed over the border without the authorization of
the border officials. By law, the border guards had the right to shoot him with their rifles,
which actually put hislifein danger. Despite al of this, he maintained complete self
control and did not interrupt his devaikus (cleaving) to Hashem. After he had already
passed over the border, he ordered the carriage driver to stop, in order to pay the customs
fee. From this story, we see the great importance of the fear of Hashem for which the
Tzaddikim do penance by risking their lives for the sin of ceasing for even one moment
devaikusto Hashem. Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 52



Series X 19 Lecture #8

E.
FOIR DIN2Y MW wen 19K Naw Sw nanw nenw 1hY ovpon 1T 0oT0m

X . .. FIIOF IVAT PP 72°DNT NIAAPNNA 0°9YIRM 177 370 NMYW wHW 12°5nR
OYT X2 JYART XX DIARTA PIART 1M IR JVIPI IR PR VIX RO POHYILON AW
X¥T X1 W77 PIVTIR QYT RIX WK PPADDY INR TR WXV X7 PIXR [I00W 1] 703

X1’Y 77X YW D 'D ;10 JIR NOI12 D .PHYITD

The Hasidim used to relate that [R. Shlomao's] davening (praying) on Shabbos lasted for
five hours. On the weekdays, it lasted for three. Thiswas al done with great fervor and in
aloud voice that aroused kavanah (concentration and emotion). . .. The Seraph (fiery
angel) of Strelisk used to say: It was so wonderful when we davened together with our
master, [R. Shlomo], as the hearts flew from each one of usto the other like [flying]

birds. Sefer BirchasAaron p. 19b, Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 51
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One of the disciples of Rav [Shneur Zaman,] of blessed memory, author of the Tanya,
pleaded with his master that he rescue him from his plight and grant him children. All of
his pleadings were of no avail and the disciple then traveled to the holy [R. Shlomo] of
Karlin. Through him, however, he was blessed and a male son was born to him. Some
time later, when he visited the author of the Tanya, he told him that he had been blessed
with a child through the intercession of the holy Rabbi of Karlin. The Rav, [R. Shneur
Zalman,] answered him as follows, "Y ou are asking [me] about the holy Rabbi? | am sure
that if hewould tell astoneto give birth to children it would be forced to listen to him
and fulfill hiswords." Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 59
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In the work, Shema Shlomo, he cites the following incident: R. Shlomo came to the town
of Dobrimusla, which is adjacent to the town of Liozni, the home of the holy Gaon, [R.
Shneur Zalman,] the author of the Tanya, of blessed memory. [R. Shneur Zalman] told
the disciples, who had come to be with him that Shabbos, "Today | am not the Rebbi
(master) because the holy Tzaddik of Karlinisin my neighborhood. Today heisthe
Rebbi." Thereupon he sent them to Dobrimusla and they spent the Shabbos over there.
The Hasidim wished to hear a Hasidic-Kabbalistic discourse from him [R. Shlomo] as
they were accustomed [to hear from R. Shneur Zalman]. Our master, [R. Shilomo,]
however did not deliver a Hasidic discourse throughout the three meals of Shabbos. Even
so, he enlightened them with the holy illumination in an unprecedented and indescribable
manner. During the third mea (Sholosh Seudos), at the time that he [customarily] recited
the eighty seventh Psalm, Livnei Korach Mizmor Shir etc., and he concluded with the
words, "Kol Mayoniy Boch" which he interpreted to mean, "All of my outpourings of
emotion (mayon in Hebrew means a wellspring of overflowing water) are in you and with
you." As soon as these Hasidim heard this comment of his, the wellsprings of wisdom
began to flow through them; they reached an extraordinary level of devaikus and they
reached a leve of withdrawal from the physical world to such an extent that they didn't
know whether it was day or night. This continued on until Tuesday. When they finaly
came back to their Rebbi, [R. Shneur Zalman,] they related to him all that had transpired
and asked him, "Why don't we feel such enlightenment [when we are here,] as we felt
when we were in the presence [of R. Shlomo]?' He replied to them, "Y ou are asking me
about the Karliner! Who can compare to the holy R. Shlomo of Karlin! He knows how to
interpret averse in away in which we are incapable. Who can compareto him, heisa
tefach (handsbreadth) higher than the world." . . . Regarding these words did his
grandson, the author of the Tzemach Tzedek, of blessed memory, give alengthy
explanation. Some years ago the entire discourse [of the Tzemach Tzedek] was
published. In addition, the Sefer Shema Shlomo brings the following: After R. Mendel of
Vitebsk, of blessed memory, emigrated to Eretz Yisrael, the members of the Hasidic
brotherhood attached themselves to the holy Gaon, the author of the Tanya. There were
amongst that group that wanted to attach themselves to the holy R. Shlomo of Karlin, and
it came to the attention of the Rav of Liadi. He said to them, "How can you entertain
thoughts of basking in the shade of R. Shlomo, he is a tefach (handsbreadth) higher than
the world. How can you attach yourselves to him, he is constantly above the constraints
of time!" Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 54-55
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The holy Seraph of Strelisk, of blessed memory, said, "Our master, R. Shlomo of Karlin,
could lift up a soul that wasin the lowest of all levelsin terms of coarseness and
materialism to the heights of the Heavens. Sefer Imrel Kodesh #54, Sefer Pri Yesha
Aaron p. 55
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The holy Rabbi, R. Shlomo of Karlin, whose soul restsin Eden, was one of the greatest
of the disciples of the Magid of Mezrich. [He was also adisciple of R. Aaron of Karlin.]
When R. Mendel of Horodok emigrated to the Holy Land, during the interregnum period
before our master, [R. Shneur Zalman,] took over the position of leadership, many of the
Hasidic brotherhood of our country (White Russia-Reissin) had a strong attachment to
the holy Rav, R. Shlomo, whose soul restsin Eden; and he came to our country.
However, when our master sat on his holy throne and the Hasidic brotherhood inhaled the
fragrance of the Torah of our master, [R. Shneur Zalman,] whose soul restsin Eden, they
began to travel to our master. Thereis aletter from R. Shlomo to hisfollowersin Shklov,
after he had departed from them, in which he blessed them that they become elevated
both physically and spiritually. At the end of the letter he writes, "But my request from
Hashem is that you should become elevated only through me." Sefer Bais Rebbi p. 128
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One of the Rabbis, who was a grandson of our master, [R. Shneur Zalman,] related that
the holy Rabbi, R. Shlomo, wanted to move to the community of Beishinkovitz, in the
vicinity of Vitebsk, [in White Russia-Reissin], and requested our master's approval. Our
master replied that he would approve only on three conditions: 1) that [R. Shlomo] not
belittle the Torah scholars, 2) that he not belittle normative habitual frumkeit (religious



Series X 22 Lecture #8

observance), and 3) that he not say that the Tzaddik needsto lift up the flock. [Our master
meant that the Hasidim need to toil in the study of Torah and Divine service and not to
rely upon the Tzaddik.] R. Shlomo agreed to abide by the first two conditions, but he did
not agree to abide by the third [and he did not move there]. Sefer Bais Rebbi p. 128
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He died when a[soldier], in the midst of war, shot him while he was saying Kesser on the
holy Shabbos. His commanding officer had granted his soldiers temporary leave and had
granted them permission to do whatever they desired. They then proceeded to kill

thirteen Jews, the last being R. Shlomo. He himself said [on his deathbed], "I am the last
victim [of thisrampage];" and so it was. Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 85

L.

0Y°2 QWR WITR DY 3973 LNTIRD YA Ypnwh 1n° 51037 PIRRA 1w 100 0Tpn

(0:3D PYW?) PIODA IV INAWI IRXT 1N Y% 0°IW 273 73 27IPN NIW 1IN 27D
TD 797X YW 7D D .MIRD YA 7125 INAIANT .02 1Y 5 aRwIY) 0hu I

Originaly, helived in Karlin and towards the end of his life he moved to the city of
Ludmir. He died in the sanctification of His hame on the twenty second day of Tamuz,
5552 (1792). His soul left him as he was saying the verse (Isaiah 63:9), "And He took
them and carried them all the days of eternity." His place of honor and eternal rest isin
the city of Ludmir. Sefer Pri Yesha Aaron p. 87
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Through our great sins, the holy Rav, R. Shlomo, whose soul restsin Eden, waskilled
during atime of war, on the twenty second of Tamuz, 5552 (1792) through a Gentile by
the name of Armilus. (Perhaps that is the source of that which is quoted in the printed
works of Hasidic stories and in the name of the work, Shem HaGedolim HaChadash, that
there are those that say that R. Shlomo possessed the soul of Moshiach ben Y osef [who is
destined to struggle against aking by that name.]) Sefer Bais Rebbi, p. 128
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The holy Rabbi, R. Asher of Stolin, and the holy Rabbi, R. Mordechai of Lechovitz, were
[R. Shlomo's] disciples. After his death, they succeeded him. Even to this day, their
descendants continue to lead their respective communities. The Rabbis of Karlin-Stolin
are descendants of R. Asher. The Rabbis of Koidenov are the descendants of R.
Mordechai. Sefer Bais Rebbi 128-129
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| would like to love the greatest tzaddik in Israel the same way that Hashem lovesthe
worst rasha (evil person) in Isragl. Sefer Bais Aharon, Likutei Aaron p. 295
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[R. Shlomo of Karlin] said: In Heaven, they weigh the forests and the fields through
which one travels on his way to the Tzaddik and add it to the balance scale on to the side
of one's merits. I bid.



