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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Who wasthe first scholar of note that came from Baghdad?

2. When did the Arab government in Baghdad withdraw their
support of the Resh Galusa?

3. How wasthe Resh Galusa, Rav Ukba, removed from office?
4.  What was the profession of Natiraand his sons?
5. Who were Rav Saadyah Gaon'’s principle supporters?

This and much more will be addressed in the eighth lecture of this
series: "Baghdad"”.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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. Baghdad: The City of Old
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Rav Y ehudah wasill and recovered. R. Hanna of Baghdad and other rabbis went to visit
him. Berachos 54b
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Bagdatha: The name of his city was Baghdad. It is the most prestigious city in Babylon
after the destruction of Babylon. Rashi Berachos 54b

B. After the battle by Buweib which was conducted in the month of Ramadan, less
than two months after the battle of the bridge, Muthana decided not to give any respite to
the Persian army which was situated on the other side of the Euphrates between Madain
and Diardiaria by the Sib river which flows between them. He boldly decided to push his
army al theway to  Baghdad, which was less than a day's distance from Madain
(Ctesiphon). There in Baghdad was a great fair which attracted merchants and wealthy
[buyers]. He suddenly came upon the city with his cavalry. The city was full of the
shrieking and cries of the masses of the merchants and men of great wealth as they looted
the city. It was then that the Persians awoke from their sslumber and saw that they would
no longer be able to rely on the government of women and so they removed Boron from
the throne and crowned Y ezdegerd (in the year 634) as king. Weill, Geschichte der
Chalifen

C.
DAAXR .X2 XI°NIN 727 737 7722 727 733X 27 972 72 RI7D ORIVI 27 D '|'??D 17029
103 1IR3 X7"W 29

After him [in the year 748] ruled Mar Rav Natronai Kahanab. Mar Rav Emunah. He was
from Baghdad, from the outer bridge. The Letter of Rav Sherira Gaon p. 103
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After them (in the year 796) the following were the Gaonim of Pumbedeisa: Mar Rav
YeshalyaHal evi b. Mar Rav Aba. Hewasfrom Kalwadi*, atown in the close vicinity
of Baghdad. The Letter of Rav Sherira Gaon p. 109

*Kalwadi is situated on the eastern side of the river Tigris, and became later a suburb of
Baghdad.

1. Baghdad and the Resh Galusa
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In the year 815 Mar Rav Avraham bar Mar Sherira became Gaon [of Pumbedeisal. His
reign lasted twelve years and Mar Rav Y osef b. Mar Rav Chiyah was the Av Bais Din.
During the struggle between Daniel and David ben Y ehudah, Reshel Galusa, Mar Rav

Y osef was called upon to become Gaon. They finally made peace with Mar Rav
Avraham and they decided that both Mar Rav Avraham and Mar Rav Y osef should be
given the title Gaon. It happened that R. Avraham b. Rav Sheriraand R. Y osef b. Mar
Rav Chiyah (app. in the year 820) went to Baghdad in the synagogue of Barna Shalah at
the Great Conclave. . .. ThelLetter of Rav Sherira Gaon p. 111
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In the midst of the reign of the Arabsin the time of David ben Y ehuda (circa 825) the
Nasel, the Resh Galusa, fell from power and no longer had the backing of the
government. [From that time on] the Roshei Y eshiva of Pumbedeisa would no longer go
there. Rather, when the Resh Galusa would want to have the assemblege in Pumbedeisa
he would go there [to Pumbedeisal and have it set there. At thistime there is no one left
of the house of the Nasi except for onechild.  The Letter of Rav Sherira Gaon pp.
91-93

C. In the days of David ben Y ehudah, the Exilarch, the members of this family were
removed from the service of the King; afterwards they tried to join the learned men and
the Y eshivos, but were not received until they had accepted the conditions of the Y eshiva
which supported them. These conditions were confirmed in the handwriting of every
succeeding Exilarch. Such documents are still preserved in our archives. L etter from
Rav Shmuel b. Ali, Rosh Y eshiva of Baghdad, in the year 1170
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When the Resh Galusa |eaves [the Great Synagogue after hisinaugural ceremony] all of
the people present [surround him and] go in front and back of him and say before him
words of song and praise until he reaches hishome. . . and all of the disciples of the

Y eshivos (Sura and Pumbedeisa) that went with him and accompanied him to his home
are required by edict of the Resh Galusato remain with him for seven days. From that
time on, he does not |eave his home. [However,] the people always gather and pray
together with him, in the weekdays, on Shabbos and Yom Tov. If he feelsit necessary to
go out [to a specific destination], he ridesin a chariot on a par of that of the ministers of
the King, wearing distinguished clothing. Up to fifteen people walk behind him together
with his personal slave. And when he passes by a Jew [on his way] they run toward him
and take hold of him and honor him [by making him part of the entourage] and so do they
do to every Jew they pass by until he reaches his destination with an entourage made up
of somefifty or sixty people. And when he returns home, the same procedure is followed.
He never leaves without his entourage. His trips are like that of a minister of the King.

When he would want to have an audience with the king for the purpose of making some
specific request or [simply] to pay him a visit, he would go and ask one of the king's
ministers who had constant access to the king to ask the king to grant him an audience.
The king would then grant him an audience and inform the guards of the palace to allow
him in. When the Resh Galusa would enter the palace, the king's servants would
invariably run out to greet him and he would then disburse (bribe them with) gold and
silver coins from a purse he had prepared for them in his bosom. The amount of money
he disbursed on this occasion [varied and] was in accordance with the blessings that the
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Holy One, blessed be He, had bestowed upon him. They (the servants) in turn honored
him and took him by the hand and escorted him to the king. He would then prostrate
himself before the king and the king would hint to him to stand on one foot while being
supported with the other. [This he would do] until the king would hint to one of his
servants to take him by the hand and seat him in the place that he had designated for him.
Afterwards, he would begin to speak to the king. The king would inquire about his
welfare and his affairs and the purpose of hisvisit. The Resh Galusa would then ask
permission from the king to speak in his presence. After he granted him permission, he
would then begin to heap upon him the praises and bestow the blessings that he had
prepared before hand. He would follow the protocol that had been followed by his
forebears and would set him at ease with sweet and pleasant words until [finally] the king
granted him his request and had it written up [in an official document]. He would then
take leave of the king with joy and peace [of mind]. The Account of Nasan HaBavli
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Once, the son of David ben Zakai went out to the district of Persia, which is part of the
domain of his father, and he wasn't honored by them. He sent and informed his father and
his father sents writs of excommunication. He [also] informed the vizier who informed
the king. The king sent to the king (governor) of Persiato give aid and support in his
efforts against them. When the king of Persia heard about this and when the king of
Bavel'sletter reached him, he punished them. He (the son) received much money from
Persig, for thisis part of the domain of hisfather, and from the surrounding areas.
Afterwards he returned to Bavel. None of the Roshei Y eshivos objected to how the
incident was handled. The Account of Rav Nasan HaBavli

[1. The Gaonim of Baghdad
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After him, in the year 889, Rav Hai bar Mar David reigned in Pumbedeisa for seven and
ahalf years. TheLetter of Rav Sherira Gaon p. 114
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He was a judge in Baghdad for many years prior to hisreign as Gaon . . . He was the first
of the Gaonim to live in Baghdad. Shaarei Simcha Volumel pp. 63-64

B. All these things were in vogue in the time of our predecessors when they lived in
Neharde'a, Sura, and Pumbedeisa, but now that we have fixed our abode in the big city of
Baghdad, the custom has changed. Responsa from the Cairo Geniza, Geonica

V.  Natiraand the Jewish Aristocracy of Baghdad
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R. Shimon b. Lakish said: Thispeople [Israel] islikeunto avine: itsbranchesarethe
aristocracy, its clusters the scholars, its leaves the common people, itstwigs thosein
Israel that are void of learning. Thisiswhat was meant when word was sent from there
[Palesting]. ‘ Let the clusters pray for the leaves, for were it not for the leaves, the clusters
could not exist’. Chullin 92a
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The following is an account of the exile of Ukba, a descendant of the house of David,
who finally came to Africa: He had reigned [in the capacity of Resh Galusa] in Bavel
(Baghdad) for many years. The Rosh Y eshivain his days was Rav Kohen Tzedek . . . An
argument devel oped between the Rosh Y eshiva of Pumbedeisa and the Resh Galusa
regarding the district of Khurasan (Eastern Iran or Afghanistan). Originally the district of
Khurasan belonged to Pumbedeisa and they were its beneficiaries. Rav Ukba desired that
the benefits be restored to him. Rav Kohen Tzedek prevented him. He (R. Kohen Tzedek)
had support from Y osef ben Pinchas and his son-in-law Natira together with some of
the aristocracy of the generation . They [finally] removed Ukbafrom Bavel (Baghdad)
and he was exiled to a place called Karmisin (app. in the year 858), afive day easterly
journey from Bavel (Baghdad). At that time Amram ben Shlomo (Sheshna) was the Rosh
Y eshiva of Sura.

Ukba stayed in Karmisin until finally the following occurred: The king of Bavel would
go to Karmisin [for a vacation and] go out for a stroll. Thiswas dueto [its flowing]
water, [itsluxurious] gardens, and orchards. It was the source of all of the saffron of
Bavel. Besides that, a half a mile outside of Karmisin was a place called Shafran which
had an exquisite building. When the king would go there he would stroll [about the
building]. In it there was aroom that was twelve feet high that had two sculptures: One of
the king and the other of his concubine. Underneath them was a hollowed out horse.
Water from the mountain would flow through the horse and come out its mouth. The
king would [inevitably] take a stroll in that particular place every day. Ukba made it his
business to be there at the time of his stroll. He would then stand before him and bless
him with pleasant words and beautiful songs. This he did every day for awhole year. The
king's scribe kept a daily record and wrote down all of his songs and words. He was
[amazed] to see that the Resh Galusa had composed a different presentation for every
single day of that year. After the entire year had gone by, the king's scribe informed him
of this and the scribe proved it to the incredul ous king by showing him the records of
each and every presentation. The king then commanded Ukba to appear before him.
When he entered, he asked Ukba: What can | giveto you [as areward]? He replied that
he wanted his former position restored. The king granted him his request and wrote him
an official confirmation. Natira, Y osef ben Pinchasand hisgroup found it very
difficult to tolerate the restoration of Ukbato his former position. They prevailed upon
the king to exile him once more. [In addition] they had the populace write awrit of
excommunication forbidding him to reenter Bavel. The Account of Nasan HaBavli

C. "By the payment of jizya, the Jews became dhimmis, protected subjects; were the
tax to be abolished, Jewish blood would be shed freely." Natira's appeal to Caliph
a-Mu'tadid (892-902) to continue the Jewish poll tax that he was about to abolish.
Cairo Geniza
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Whenever you have transactions with the government | beg of you to let us know about
them, so that we may command [the help] of the prominent members of the community in
Baghdad . . . namely the sonsof R. Natira and the sonsof R. Aaron [b. R. Amram] . . .
then the government will grant your request according to G-d's help. A letter tothe
community of Egypt written by Rav Saadyah Gaon

E.
532 nI9%m ARPRI 7Y 29 1729 377 12 nPIPnn AbDIw TV DLYIM DY 1 KD

132 INIX YD 077 Oy PR Qpnn 2w NI20weR CTabny Y31 vwy H31 oawb
MY ITARIW 72 723 2IWN OIR D222 7771 LPRYPY DI i YRR 0210 N30 D3R
XV %12 D77 OV 1AW *101M 915° 7P XD L. 1T PR ‘D 113 TN 7Im DY 101 370
PAPY TP L. L ITARAW 72 295 NI JI0R 12 TwS Dy 0bs 1xapnay ... D33 7wy 5
... WYY I WYRT O 00702 PR 9371 70 anny o n0ab 23T 091 A Do

93377 1N139 7990 3T DY mbwIw 1277 Yy Tws nnw 077101 137 127 ohwaws

In ashort period [after the appointment of Rav Saadyah to the position of Gaon of Sura] a
quarrel broke out between the Resh Galusa, David ben Zakai, and Rav Saadyah. The
kingdom of Bavel was split in two. All of the aristocrats of Bavel (Baghdad) together
with disciples of the Y eshiva as well as the prominent citizens were with Rav Saadyah.
They gave him monetary help and used their influence with the king, his ministers and
advisors. There was a prestigious person in Baghdad, however, by the name of Caliph
ben Saragjdo, who supported the Resh Galusa. He was [also] a man of wealth and he gave
asum of 60,000 zuz [in his support of the Resh Galusa against Rav Saadyah]. He was
unable, though, [to unseat Rav Saadyah] dueto the fact that Natira and the aristocrats of
Baghdad were on the side of Rav Saadyah. . . . [After Rav Saadyah was finally unseated
and the quarrel took on epic proportions] all of the populace gathered about Kshad ben
Aaron, the father-in-law of Caliph ben Sargdo. . . . He went and gathered together al of
the prominent members of the generation to his home including the Resh Galusa and told
them: could you allow such athing to occur! . . . When they finally settled amongst
themselves, Kshad was happy that he had been responsible for making peace. The
Account of Nasan HaBavli

F. Do you want to avoid my inflicting penalties on you that may affect you and
your heirsfor ever? | shall refrain from it on consideration of a matter that will cause
you no damage whatever. At the beginning of each month | need an amount of 30,000
dinars, which must be paid within the first six days to the infantry troops. However, | am
usually not in possession of such a sum, either on thefirst or on the second day of the
month. | want you, therefore, to advance on the first of each month aloan of 150,000
dirhams, an amount that you, as you know, will get back in the course of the month from
the Ahwaz revenue. For the administration of the Ahwaz revenue belongs to you, and
these moneys (from Ahwaz) are a permanent advance of money to you, to which | am
going to add (as security) the amount of 20,000 dinars that are payable every month by
Hamid bin Abbas. Thiswill be the compensation for the first installment, and | shall be
relieved of aheavy burden. A letter from the Vizier Ali bin Isa (early tenth century)
to the Jewish banker Y osef ben Pinchas
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TIMELINE
DATE EVENT
622 Mohammed and His FollowersFleeto Medina (Hegira)
632 Mohammed is Succeeded by Abu Bakr
634 Abu Bakr is Succeeded by Umar
644 Umar is Succeeded by Uthman
656 Uthman is Succeeded by Ali, Mohammed's Son-in-law
661 Ali isAssassinated - Rift Among M oslems Regarding
Succession
661 Muawiya | Comesto Power to Found the Dynasty of
Ummayads - ShiitesRefuse to Accept Him or His
Successors
750 Ummayad Dynasty Supplanted by Abbasids
762 Caliph al Mansur Begins construction of Baghdad
766 Baghdad Becomes the New Capital of |slamic Empire
825 Resh Galusais Removed from his Official Position
928 Rav Saadyah Gaon of Sura

942 The Death of Rav Saadyah Gaon



