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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1.  Who was Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel's principal
teacher?

2.  What politica situation delayed his appointment as
N3 Patriarch of the Sanhedrin?

3.  What special quality made Rabban Shimon ben Gamlie
SO unique?

4. Who served as Av Bais Din under Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel?

5. Describe the movement to unseat Rabban Shimon ben
Gamlid.

This and much more will be addressed in the eighth lecture of this
series. "The Humble Patriarch".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
In mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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THE HUMBLE PATRIARCH

l. Disciple of the Patriarch
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R. Gamliel says: [The 'Shema is recited] until the dawn comes up. Once it happened that
his sons came home late from a wedding feast and they said to him: We have not yet
recited the [evening] 'Shema. He replied to them: If the dawn has not yet come up, you
arerequired to recite [the 'Shema]. Berachos 2a
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R. Shimon ben Gamliel said: It was the practice in my father's house to give white
garments to a gentile cleaner three days before the Sabbath. Shabbos 18a
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Rabban Shimon b. Gamliel said: This wasthe practicein Yavneh. Rosh HaShanah 32a
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Rav Y ehudah declared that Shmuel said in the name of Rabban Shimon b. Gamliel, What
is the meaning of the verse: Mine eye affecteth my soul, because of all the daughters of
my city (Lamentations 3:51)? There were a thousand pupilsin my father's house; five
hundred studied Torah and five hundred studied Greek wisdom, and of these there
remained only | here and the son of my father's brother in Assial — It was different
with the household of Rabban Gamliel because they had close associations with the
Government; for it has been taught: To trim the hair in front is of the ways of the
Amorites; but they permitted Abtilus b. Reuben to trim his hair in front because he had
close associations with the Government. Similarly they permitted the household of
Rabban Gamliel to study Greek wisdom because they had close associations with the
Government. Sotah 49b
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: | served my father my whole life. Yet, | didn't provide
him with one percent of the service that Esav provided his father. When | served my
father, | served him in soiled garments. When | would travel on the road, however, |
would put on my clean clothes. [In contrast,] when Esav served his father, he served him
in royal clothing. He said, "It is not befitting for the honor of my father to serve himin
anything less than royal clothing." Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 65:16

[l.. The House of David

A. It was also said that Vespasian after the capture of Jerusalem, commanded all of
the family of David to be sought, that no one might be left among the Jews who was of
the royal stock, and that in consequence another very violent persecution was raised
against the Jews. Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History Book 111 Chapter 12

B. [In the fourteenth year of Domitian ( 95 C.E)] Domitian orders those who were of
the line of David to be killed, so that no one of royalty would remain of the Jews.
Eusebius, Chronicum
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It has been taught: When Turnus Rufus the wicked ploughed the Temple, R. Gamliel was
condemned to death. A high officer came and stood up in the Beth-Hamidrash and called
out, ‘ The Nose-man is wanted, the Nose-man is wanted' . When R. Gamliel heard this he
hid himself. Thereupon the officer went up secretly to him and said, ‘If | save you will
you bring me into the world to come? Hereplied: Yes. He then asked him, ‘Will you
swear it unto me? And the latter took an oath. The officer then mounted the roof and
threw himself down and died. Now there was a tradition [amongst the Romans] that when
adecreeis made and one of their own [leaders] dies, then that decree is annulled.
Thereupon a V oice from Heaven was heard declaring: This high officer is destined to
enter into the world to come. Taanis 29a

1. Leader of the New Generation
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R. Yochanan said: That instruction was issued in the days of R. Shimon b. Gamliel [11],
when R. Shimon b. Gamliel was the President, R. Meir the Chacham, and R. Nathan the
Av-beth-din. Horiyos 13b
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Isi ben Y ehudah gave descriptive titles to the sages .. . . Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel was
awell stocked store full of fine merchandise. Avos D'Rabbi Nasan 18:4
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Rabbah b. Bar Hana said in the name of R. Y ochanan: Wherever Rabban Shimon b.
Gamliel's view istaught in our Mishnah, the halachah rests with him, except in [the
following three caseg]: * Areb', 'Zidon' and ‘the latter proof’. Sanhedrin 31a

[1. The Embodiment of Humility
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Rabbi Y anai quoted R. Shmon b. Gamliel's[letter to the Communities]: We beg to
inform you that the doves are still tender and the lambs still young, and the grain has not
yet ripened. | have considered the matter and thought it advisable to add thirty days to the
year. . .. Come now and see the difference between the proud leaders of former
days (Rabban Gamliel) and their modest successors of later times (Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel). Sanhedrin 11a.
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When Rabban Shimon b. Gamliel and R. Y ehoshua b. Karchah sat on benches, R.
Eleazar son of R. Shimon and Rabbi sat in front of them on the ground, raising objections
and answering them. Said they, ‘“We drink their water [i.e., benefit from their learning],
yet they sit upon the ground; let seats be placed for them!” Thus were they promoted. But
R. Shimon b. Gamliel protested: ‘| have a pigeon amongst you, and ye wish to destroy
it So Rabbi was put down. Thereupon R. Y ehoshua b. Karchah said: ‘ Shall he, who has
afather, live, whilst he who has no father die!” So R. Eleazar son of R. Simeon too was
put down, whereat he felt hurt saying, ‘Y e have made him equal to me!” Now, until that
day, whenever Rabbi made a statement, R. Eleazar son of R. Shimon supported him. But
from then onward, when Rabbi said, ‘| have an objection,” R. Eleazar son of R. Shimon
retorted, ‘ If you have such and such an objection, thisis your answer; now have you
encompassed us with loads of answersin which there is no substance.” Rabbi, being thus
humiliated, went and complained to hisfather. ‘Let it not grieve you,” he answered, ‘for
heisalion, and the son of alion, whereas you are alion, the son of afox.” To this Rabbi
alluded when he said: Three were humble; viz., my father, the Benel Basaira, and
Jonathan, the son of Saul. ‘R. Shimon b. Gamaliel,” as has been said, ‘ The Benei
Basaira,’ asaMaster said: They placed him at the head and appointed him Nasi over
them.* Jonathan, the son of Saul,” for he said to David: And thou shalt be king over Isradl,
and | shall be next unto thee. (Samuel | 23:17) But how does this proveit: perhaps
Jonathan the son of Saul [spoke thus] because he saw that the people were flocking to
David? The Benei Basairatoo, because they saw that Hillel was their superior [in
learning] ? But R. Shimon b. Gamaliel was certainly very modest. Baba Metzia 84b
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It was taught: If glass vessels are perforated and [molten] lead is poured into them, - said
R. Shimon b. Gamliel: R. Meir declares them unclean, while the Sages declare them
clean. Shabbos 15b
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R. Shimon b. Gamliel said: On one occasion | was suffering with my eyesin Caesarea
and R. Yosel Berebi (the Master of the generation) permitted me and my attendants to
sleep outside the Sukkah. Sukkah 26a
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It once happened that R. Shimon b. Gamliel, R. Y ehudah and R. Y ose were dining at
Acco, when the day became holy upon them (it became Shabbos). Said R. Shimon b.
Gamliel to R. Y ose: Berabbi (Master of the generation), isit your wish that we interrupt
[our meal] and pay heed to the words of our colleague Y ehudah? Said he to him: Every
[other] day you prefer my words to those of R. Y ehudah, whereas now you prefer R.

Y ehudah's words in my very presence — "will he even force the queen before mein my
house'?‘If so,” he rejoined, ‘we will not interrupt [the meal], lest the disciples see it and
establish the halachah [thus| for all time.” It was related: They did not stir thence until
they had established the halachah asR. Yose. Pesachim 100a

V. Times of Turmoail
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Our Rabbis taught: Who wrote Megillath Taanith? Said they: Chananiah b. Chezekiah
and his companions, who cherished their troubles. R. Shimon b. Gamliel observed: We
too cherish our troubles, but what can we do? For if we come to write [them down], we
are inadequate. Another reason is: afool is not assailed. Another reason: the flesh of the
dead does not fed the scalpel. Shabbos 13b
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The Government had once issued a decree that [Jews] might not keep the Sabbath,
circumcise their children, and that they should have intercourse with menstruant women.
Thereupon Rabbi Reuven son of Istroboli cut his hair in the Roman fashion, and went
and sat among them. He said to them: If a man has an enemy, what does he wish him, to
be poor or rich? They said: That he be poor. He said to them: If so, let them do no work
on the Sabbath so that they grow poor. They said: He speaketh rightly, let this decree be
annulled. It was indeed annulled. Then he continued: If one has an enemy, what does he
wish him, to be weak or healthy? They answered: Weak. He said to them: Then let their
children be circumcised at the age of eight days and they will be weak. They said: He
speaketh rightly, and it was annulled. Finally he said to them: If one has an enemy, what
does he wish him, to multiply or to decrease? They said to him: That he decreases. If so,
let them have no intercourse with menstruant women. They said: He speaketh rightly, and
it was annulled. Later they came to know that he was a Jew, and [the decrees] were
re-instituted.

[The Jews] then conferred as to who should go [to Rome] to work for the annulment of
the decrees. Let Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai go for he is experienced in miracles. And
who should accompany him? — Rabbi Eleazar son of R. Yosel. Said Rabbi Y osel to
them: And were my father Halafta still alive, would you have said to him to give his son
for slaughter? Answered Rabbi Shimon: Were Y ochai my father still alive, would you
have said to him to give his son for slaughter? Said Rabbi Y osei to them: | shall
accompany him, for | fear R. Shimon may punish him. He [Rabbi Shimon] undertook
thereupon not to inflict any punishment on him. Notwithstanding this, he did punish him,
for when they were proceeding on the way the following question was raised in their
presence: Wherefrom do we know that the blood of areptile is unclean? R. Eleazar son of
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Rabbi Yose curved his mouth and said: It iswritten: And these are they that are unclean.
Said Rabbi Shimon to him: From the undertone of thy utterance one can see that thou art
ascholar, yet the son shall not return to the father. Then Ben Temalion came to meet
them. [He said]: Isit your wish that | accompany you? Thereupon Rabbi Shimon wept
and said: The handmaid of my ancestor's house was found worthy of meeting an angel
thrice, and | not even to meet him once. However, let the miracle be performed, no matter
how. Thereupon he advanced and entered into the Emperor's daughter. When [Rabbi
Shimon] arrived there, he called out: ‘Ben Temalion leave her, Ben Temalion leave

her’ ,and as he proclaimed this he left her. He said to them: Request whatever you desire.
They were led into the treasure house to take whatever they chose. They found that hill,
took it and tore it to pieces. It was with reference to this visit that R. Eleazar son of Rabbi
Yosa related: | saw it in the city of Rome and there were on it several drops of blood.
Meilla 17a-b
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"On the twenty-eighth thereof [of Adar] came glad tidings to the Jews that they should
not abandon the practice of the Law". For the Government [of Rome] had issued a decree
that they should not study the Torah and that they should not circumcise their sons and
that they should profane the Sabbath. What did Y ehudah b. Shammu'a and his colleagues
do? They went and consulted a certain matron whom all the Roman notables used to
visit. She said to them: Go and make proclamation [of your sorrows| at night time. They
went and proclaimed at night, crying, "Alas, in heaven's name, are we not your brothers,
are we not the sons of one father and are we not the sons of one mother? Why are we
different from every nation and tongue that you issue such harsh decrees against us?' The
decrees were thereupon annulled, and that day was declared afeast day. Now if you
maintain that the Megillath Ta'anith was annulled, [isit possible that] after the earlier
prohibitions had been annulled they should add new ones? And should you reply that this
also wasin the period when the Temple was still standing, [this cannot be], because

Y ehudah b. Shammu'awas the disciple of R. Meir, and R. Meir was after the destruction
of the Temple. We know [that R. Y ehudah was R. Meir's disciple] because it has been
taught: If holes were made in avessel of glass and filled up with lead, R. Shimon b.
Gamliel reports that R. Y ehudah b. Shammu'ain the name of R. Meir declares it unclean.
Rosh HaShanah 19a
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When Rabban Shimon b. Gamliel died, locusts came up and troubles increased. Sota 49b
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R. Yochanan said: That instruction was issued in the days of R. Shimon b. Gamliel [11],
when R. Shimon b. Gamliel was the President, R. Meir the Chacham, and R. Nasan the
Av-beth-din. Whenever R. Shimon b. Gamliel entered all the people stood up for him;
when R. Meir and R. Nasan entered all the people stood up for them also. Said R. Shimon
b. Gamliel: Should there be no distinction between my [office] and theirs? And so he
issued that ordinance. R. Meir and R. Nasan were not present on that day. Coming on the
following day and seeing that the people did not rise for them as usual, they inquired as
to what had happened. On being told that R. Shimon b. Gamliel had issued that
ordinance, R. Meir said to R. Nasan, ‘| am the Chacham and you are the Av-beth-din, let
us retaliate. Now, how are we to proceed against him? — L et us request him to discourse
upon the tractate of Uktzin with which he is unfamiliar, and as he will be unable to
discourse upon it we shall tell him: Who can express the mighty acts of the Lord; make
all His praise to he heard; for whom isit becoming to express the mighty acts of the
Lord? For him who can make all his praise to he heard. We shall then depose him and |
shall become Av-beth-din and you the Nasi.” R. Yaacov b. Korshai on hearing this
conversation said, ‘ The matter might, G-d forbid, lead to [the Nasi's] disgrace.” So he
went and sat down behind R. Shimon b. Gamliel's study, expounding [the tractate of
Uksin], and repeating it again and again. He said, ‘What could this mean? Did anything,
God forbid, happen at the college!” He concentrated his attention and familiarized
himself with it. On the following day when they said to him, *Will the Master come and
discourse on Uktzin, he began and discoursed upon it. After he had finished he said to
them, ‘Had | not familiarized myself with it, you would have disgraced me!” He gave the
order and they were removed from the college. Thereupon they wrote down scholastic
difficulties on slips of paper which they threw into the college. That which he solved was
disposed of and as to those which he did not solve they wrote down the answers and
threw them in. Said R. Yosal to them: The Torah iswithout and we are within! Said R.
Shimon b. Gamliel to them: We shall re-admit them but impose upon them this penalty,
that no traditional statement shal be reported in their names. [Asaresult] R. Meir was
designated ‘others', and R. Nasan ‘some say’. In their dreams they received a message to
go and pacify R. Shimon b. Gamliel. R. Nasan went; R. Meir did not, for he said: Dreams
are of no consequence. When R. Nasan came, R. Shimon b. Gamaliel remarked to him:
The honorable position of your father has indeed helped you to become Ab-beth-din;
shall we therefore make you also Nasi? Rabbi taught his son R. Shimon: Others say that
if it had been an exchanged animal it would not have been sacrificed. The latter said to
him: Who are those whose waters we drink but whose names we do not mention? Rabbi
answered him: These are men who wished to uproot your dignity and the dignity of your
father's house. His son said to him: Aswell their love, as their hatred and their envy is
long ago perished! Rabbi said to him: The enemy has disappeared; the swords are
forever. The other said to him: This applies only to the case where their actions were
successful; in the case of these Rabbis, however, their actions were not successful.
Subsequently he repeated his lesson [as follows]: It was said in the name of R. Meir that
if it had been an exchanged beast it would not have been sacrificed. Ravasaid: Even
Rabbi who was unassuming used the expression, ‘it was said in the name of R. Meir’, and
did not say ‘R. Meir said’. Horiyos 13b-14a



Seriesll| 11 Lecture #8

V. Teachings of the Master
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It was taught, R. Shimon b. Gamliel said: Every precept which they accepted with joy,
e.g., circumcision, asit iswritten, "l rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil,"
they still observe with joy. While every precept which they accepted with displeasure,
e.g., the forbidden degrees of consanguinity, asit iswritten, "And Moses heard the
people weeping throughout their families,” [i.e.,] on account of the affairs of their
families, they still perform them with strife, for there is no marriage settlement which
does not contain aquarrel. Shabbos 130a
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It was taught, R. Shimon b. Gamliel said: For aday-old infant the Sabbath is desecrated;
for David, King of Israel, dead, the Sabbath must not be desecrated. ‘ For a day-old infant
the Sabbath is desecrated,” the Torah ordered: Desecrate one Sabbath on his account so
that he may keep many Sabbaths. ‘ For David, King of Israel, dead, the Sabbath must not
be desecrated’ : Once man dies heisfree from [all] obligations, and thus R. Y ochanan
interpreted: Among the dead | am free: once aman is dead he isfree from religious
duties. Shabbos 151b
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Rava b. Mechasia also said in the name of R. Chamab. Goriain Rav's name: If one
makes a gift to his neighbour, he must inform him [beforehand], asit is written: that ye
may know that | the Lord sanctify you. It was taught likewise: That ye may know that |
the Lord sanctify you. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Moses: | have a precious gift
in My treasure house, called the Sabbath, and desireto giveit to Israel; go and inform
them. Hence R. Simeon b. Gamaliel said: If one gives aloaf to a child, he must inform
his mother. What shall he do to him? — Said Abaye: He must rub him with oil and paint
him with kohl. But nowadays that we fear witchcraft what [shall be done]? -Said R. Papa:
He must rub him with the self-same kind. Shabbos 10b
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Anyone who creates peace and harmony in his own
home is considered by Scripture asif he created peace amongst each and everyone of
Israel. And anyone who creates jealousy and discord in his homeis considered by
Scripture as if he created jealousy and discord amongst the people of Isragl. For every
oneisaking in his own home (and thereforeit is incumbent upon him to make sure
everything is running harmoniously) asit is stated in Scripture (Esther 1): So that every
man shall rule in his own home. Avos D'Rabbi Nasan 28:3
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Rabbi Nasan says: The unused portion of the monies collected for the buria of the dead
are to be used to build him a monument. . . Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says. We don't
build monuments for the righteous. Their words are their true memorial. Y erushalmi
Shekalim 2:5



