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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Inwhat three ways did Y ehoshua continue the work of Moshe?

2.  After the people of Israel crossed the Jordan river, they were
commanded to erect monumental stones and write the Torah
upon them, in seventy languages. What purpose did this serve?

3.  Whereis Y ehoshua s miracle, when he caused the sun to
stand still, hinted at in the Torah?

4.  What psychological advantages did Y ehoshua and the people of
Israel have over their enemies?

5. Why was a sizable portion of the land of Canaan left unconquered,
even after the death of Y ehosha?

This and much more will be addressed in the eighth lecture of this
series: " Joshua and the Conquest of the West Bank™ .

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the honor and merit of the Zur off
Family
and to the memory and Li-ilui Nishmas
2°% wmn na HIw

Mrs. Sarah Tamarin of blessed memory



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
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Series XV Lecture #8

JOSHUA AND THE CONQUEST OF THE WEST BANK

l. The Covenant at Mount Gerizim and Ebal
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And Moses with the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, Keep al the commandments
which | command you this day. And it shall be on the day when you shall pass over the Jordan to
the land which the L-rd your G-d gives you, that you shall set you up great stones, and plaster
them with plaster; And you shall write upon them all the words of this Torah, when you have
passed over, that you may go in to the land which the L-rd your G-d gives you, aland that flows
with milk and honey; as the L-rd G-d of your fathers has promised you. Therefore it shall be
when you have gone over the Jordan, that you shall set up these stones, which I command you
this day, in Mount Ebal, and you shall plaster them with plaster. And there shall you build an
altar to the L-rd your G-d, an altar of stones; you shall not lift up any iron tool upon them. You
shall build the altar of the L-rd your G-d of whole stones; and you shall offer burnt offerings on
it to the L-rd your G-d; And you shall offer peace offerings, and shall eat there, and rejoice
before the L-rd your G-d. And you shall write upon the stones al the words of this Torah very
clearly. Deuteronomy 27:1-8
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You shall set you up great stones: [The verseis hinting at the stones that you were to set up] in
the Jordan River [at the place of the miracle of the crossing] and afterwards you are to remove
other stones from there and build from them an atar on Mount Ebal. As a result, we find three
kinds of stones. twelve that were set up in the Jordan River, a corresponding number at Gilgal,
[the initial settlement of the people of Israel,] and a corresponding number at Mount Ebal, asis
stated in the tractate Sota (35b). Rashi, Deuteronomy 27:8
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Very clearly: in seventy languages. Rashi, Deuteronomy 27:8
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Our Rabbis taught: How did the Israglites inscribe the Torah? R. Y ehudah says. They inscribed it
upon the stones, asit is stated (Deut. 27:8), “And you shall write upon the stones all the words of
this Torah very plainly.” After that, they plastered them over with plaster. R. Shimon said to him,
“According to your explanation, how did the nations of that period learn the Torah!” He replied
to him, “The Holy One, blessed be He, endowed them with exceptional intelligence; and they
sent their scribes who peeled off the plaster and carried away [a copy of the inscription]. On that
account was the verdict sealed against them [to descend] to the pit of destruction, because it was
their duty to learn [Torah] but they failed to do so.” R. Shimon says: They inscribed it upon the
plaster and wrote below (Deut. 20:18), “That they teach you not to do after al [their
abominations].” Hence you learn that if they turn in penitence they would be accepted. Sotah
35b
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And Moses and the priests, the Levites, spoke to al Israel, saying, Take heed, and listen, O
Israel; this day you have become the people of the L-rd your G-d. You shall therefore obey the
voice of the L-rd your G-d, and do His commandments and His statutes, which | command you
this day. And Moses charged the people the same day, saying, These shall stand upon Mount
Gerizim to bless the people, when you are come over the Jordan; Simeon, and Levi, and Judah,
and Issachar, and Joseph, and Benjamin; And these shall stand upon Mount Eba to curse;
Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. And the Levites shall speak, and say
to al the men of Israel with aloud voice, Cursed be the man who makes any engraved or molten
image, an abomination to the L-rd, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and sets it up in
secret. And all the people shall answer and say, Amen. Cursed be he who dishonors his father or
his mother. And al the people shall say, Amen. Cursed be he who removes his neighbor’s
landmark. And all the people shall say, Amen. Cursed be he who makes the blind to wander out
of the way. And all the people shall say, Amen. Cursed be he who perverts the judgment of the
stranger, orphan, and widow. And all the people shall say, Amen. Cursed be he who lies with his
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father’ s wife; because he uncovers his father’s skirt. And all the people shall say, Amen. Cursed
be he who lies with any kind of beast. And al the people shall say, Amen. Cursed be he who lies
with his sister, the daughter of his father, or the daughter of his mother. And all the people shall
say, Amen. Cursed be he who lies with his mother-in-law. And al the people shall say, Amen.
Cursed be he who strikes his neighbor secretly. And al the people shall say, Amen. Cursed be he
who takes a bribe to slay an innocent person. And all the people shall say, Amen. Cursed be he
who does not maintain all the words of this Torah to do them. And all the people shall say,
Amen. Deuteronomy 27:9-26
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And it shall come to pass, if you shall give heed diligently to the voice of the L-rd your G-d, to
observe and to do all his commandments which | command you this day, that the L-rd your G-d
will set you on high above al nations of the earth; And all these blessings shall come on you,
and overtake you, if you shall listen to the voice of the L-rd your G-d. Blessed shall you be in the
city, and blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of your body, and the fruit of
your ground, and the fruit of your cattle, the produce of your cows, and the flocks of your sheep.
Blessed shall be your basket and your store. Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed
shall you be when you go out. . . . And the L-rd shall make you the head, and not the tail; and
you shall be above only, and you shall not be beneath; if you listen to the commandments of the
L-rd your G-d, which I command you this day, to observe and to do them; And you shall not go
aside from any of the words which | command you this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go
after other gods to serve them. But it shall come to pass, if you will not listen to the voice of the
L-rd your G-d, to take care to do all His commandments and His statutes which | command you
this day; that all these curses shall come upon you, and overtake you; Cursed shall you be in the
city, and cursed shall you be in the field. Cursed shall be your basket and your store. Cursed
shall be the fruit of your body, and the fruit of your land, the produce of your cows, and the
flocks of your sheep. Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you
go out. The L-rd shall send upon you cursing, confusion, and failure, in all that you set your hand
to do, until you are destroyed, and until you perish quickly; because of the wickedness of your
doings, by which you have forsaken Me. . . . In the morning you shall say, Would it were
evening! and in the evening you shall say, Would it were morning! for the fear of your heart with
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which you shall fear, and for the sight of your eyes which you shall see. And the L-rd shall bring
you into Egypt again with ships, by the road about which | said to you, Y ou shall seeit no more
again; and there you shall be sold to your enemies for male and female slaves, and no man shall
buy you. These are the words of the covenant, which the L-rd commanded Moses to make with
the people of Israel in the land of Moab, beside the covenant which He made with them in
Horeb. Deuteronomy 28:1-6, 13-20, 67-69
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And Joshua said to the people, Sanctify yourselves; for tomorrow the L-rd will do wonders
among you. And Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, Take the ark of the covenant, and cross over
before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before the people. And the
L-rd said to Joshua, This day will | begin to magnify you in the sight of all Israel, that they may
know that, as | was with Moses, so | will be with you. And you shall command the priests who
carry the Ark of the Covenant, saying, When you have come to the brink of the water of the
Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan. Joshua 3:5-8
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And it came to pass, when all the people had passed over the Jordan, that the L-rd spoke to
Joshua, saying, Take twelve men from the people, from every tribe a man, And command them,
saying, Take from the midst of the Jordan, from the place where the priests feet stood firm,
twelve stones, and you shall carry them over with you, and leave them in the lodging place,
where you shall lodge this night. Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared of
the people of Isragl, from every tribe a man; And Joshua said to them, Pass over before the Ark
of the L-rd your G-d into the midst of the Jordan, and take every one of you a stone upon his
shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of Israel. That this may be a sign among you, that
when your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What do you mean by these stones?
Then you shall answer them, That the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the Ark of the
Covenant of the L-rd; when it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off; and
these stones shall be for a memorial to the people of Israel forever. And the people of Israel did
as Joshua commanded, and took twelve stones from the midst of the Jordan, as the L-rd spoke to
Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of Israel, and carried them over with them to the
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place where they lodged, and laid them down there. And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst
of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant
stood; and they are there to this day. Joshua 4:1-9
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Then Joshua built an altar to the L-rd G-d of Israel in Mount Ebal, As Moses the servant of the
L-rd commanded the people of Isragl, asit is written in the Book of the Torah of Moses, an atar
of whole stones, over which no man has lifted up any iron; and they offered on it burnt offerings
to the L-rd, and sacrificed peace offerings. And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the
Torah of Moses, which he wrote in the presence of the people of Israel. And all Israel, and their
elders, and officers, and their judges, stood on this side of the ark and on that side before the
priests, the Levites, who carried the Ark of the Covenant of the L-rd, the foreigner as well as he
who was born among them; half of them over opposite Mount Gerizim, and half of them over
opposite Mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of the L-rd had commanded before, that they should
bless the people of Israel. And afterwards he read all the words of the Torah, the blessings and
curses, according to al that is written in the Book of the Torah. There was not aword of all that
Moses commanded, which Joshua did not read before al the congregation of Israel, with the
women, and the little ones, and the foreign [converts] who lived among them. Joshua 8:30-35
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And afterwards he read: the blessings and curses in the section (Deut. 28:1-68), “And it shall
cometo pass, if you shall give heed diligently to the voice of the L-rd your G-d . ..” and, “But it
shall come to pass, if you will not listen to the voice of the L-rd your G-d . . .” This section was
recited by Y ehoshua himself. Malbim, Joshua 8:34

. Conquest and Miracles
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For we have heard how the L-rd dried up the water of the Red Sea for you, when you came out
of Egypt; and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites, who were on the other side of the
Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you compl etely destroyed. Joshua 2:10
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And the L-rd said to Joshua, This day will | begin to magnify you in the sight of all Israel, that
they may know that, as | was with Moses, so | will be with you. And you shall command the
priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant, saying, When you have come to the brink of the
water of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan. Joshua 3:7-8
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And it came to pass, when al the kings of the Amorites, who were on the west side of the
Jordan, and all the kings of the Canaanites, who were by the sea, heard that the L-rd had dried up
the waters of the Jordan for the people of Israel, until they had passed over, so that their heart
melted, nor was there any spirit left in them any more, because of the people of Isragl. Joshua
51
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So the L-rd was with Joshua; and his fame spread throughout the country. Joshua 6:27
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Behold, |1 send an Angel before you, to keep you in the way, and to bring you into the place
which | have prepared. . . . For my Angel shall go before you, and bring you in to the Amorites,
and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; and | will
cut them off. Exodus 23:20, 23
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And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and,
behold, there stood a man before him with his sword drawn in his hand; and Joshua went to him,
and said to him, Are you for us, or for our adversaries? And he said, No; but as captain of the
army of theL-rd I am now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and prostrated himself,
and said to him, What does my lord say to his servant? And the captain of the L-rd’s host said to
Joshua, Take your shoe from off your foot; for the place on which you stand is holy. And Joshua
did so. Joshua 5:13-15
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| am now come: to help you out, for it is not possible for humans to battle against it, capture it,
and topple its wall. In the days of Moshe, your teacher, however, | came, but he didn’t want [my
assistance], as it says (Exodus 33:15), “And [Moshe] said to Him, If your presence does not go
with me, carry us not from here.” Rashi, Joshua 5:14
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And it came to pass, when Joshua was by (lit. in) Jericho: i.e. when he went to conquer
Jericho and was [standing] on the outskirts of Jericho. [Our Sages derived from here that the area
immediately outside the city is considered to be part of the city. This incident occurred right
before G-d revealed himself to Joshua, as it stated (Joshua 6:2), “And the L-rd said to Joshua
.. ."] Yehoshua saw that the angel, who is aways the medium through which the prophet
receives his prophecy, 1) came in the form of a man, 2) was holding an unsheathed sword in his
hand, and 3) was facing him. Behold, Y ehoshua recognized that [the person standing opposite
him] was an angel, as [the prophets] recognized the angel that appeared unto them in visions. He
also understood the reason that [the angel] revealed himself with an unsheathed sword, as this
was an indication that the subject of this prophecy was regarding the battle against Jericho, i.e.
that it would be conquered through the sword. He didn't know, however, why the angel was
standing facing him, for if [the angel] was coming to wage war against the enemy he would have
faced the enemy, not Israel. Now behold, Divine help in battle comes in two forms: 1) Minimal
assistance, i.e. Israel would have to engage the enemy in battle with their own swords and bows
and Hashem would strengthen them and instill them with courage in order that they fight
vigorously. Or 2) Tremendous help i.e. Isragl would not need to engage in battle at all. Hashem
would fight against them and Israel would merely need to pursue them in order to strip the
valuables from the fallen [enemy soldiers]. Now if Yehoshua had seen the angel facing the
enemy, he would have known that he (the angel) would effect a great salvation and he, himself,
would fight the enemy on their behalf. But since Y ehoshua saw the angel directly facing him, he
thought that the angel was not coming to fight the enemy but rather to strengthen the hands of
Israel, who would be doing the actua fighting. In that case he would be offering only minimal
support. This is what is meant by [Y ehoshua's question], “Are you for us,” i.e. have you come
only to strengthen us and we have to do the fighting? “Or for our adversaries?’ i.e. have you
come to wage war against our enemies. And he said, No: He replied, “Don’'t have any doubts
about this, for, in truth, I am the captain of the army of the L-rd,” i.e. | haven't come by
myself, but rather there are tens of thousands of heavenly armies that are going to go out to fight
against the enemy and | am the captain of the army who leads them in battle. And that which you
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saw me facing you, is because, “I am now come’ for the first time, as the battle has yet not
begun and | have come to inform you about something through prophecy. For that reason,
[Yehoshua] fell on his face when he saw that he was [about to speak] to him and asked him,
“What doesmy lord say to hisservant?” Malbim, Joshua 5:13-14
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And He said, Behold, | make a covenant; before all your people | will do marvels, such as have
not been done in al the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people among you shall see the work
of the L-rd; for it is an awesome thing that | will do with you. Observe what | command you this
day; behold, | drive out before you the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the
Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite. Exodus 34:10-11
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So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men
of valor. And the L-rd said to Joshua, Fear them not; for | have delivered them to your hand;
there shall not a man of them stand before you. Joshua therefore came to them suddenly, and
went up from Gilga all night. And the L-rd struck them with confusion before Israel, and slew
them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them along the way that ascends to
Beth-Horon, and struck them as far as Azekah, and Makkedah. And it came to pass, as they fled
from before Israel, and were in the descent to Beth-Horon, that the L-rd threw down great stones
from heaven upon them as far as Azekah, and they died; there were more who died from
hailstones than there were killed with the sword by the people of Israel. Then spoke Joshua to the
L-rd in the day when the L-rd delivered the Amorites before the people of Israel, and he said in
the sight of Israel, Sun, stand still upon Gibeon; and you, Moon, in the valley of Ayalon. And the
sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their
enemies. Is not this written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven,
and hastened not to go down about a whole day. And there was no day like that before it or after
it, when the L-rd listened to the voice of aman; for the L-rd fought for Israel. Joshua 10:7-14
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Then spoke Joshua: Behold, in Parshas [Ki] Sisa Moshe prayed, “And he said (Exodus 33:9),
“If now | have found grace in your sight, O L-rd, let my L-rd, | beseech you, go among us. . .,”
i.e. Moshe requested that G-d revea his direct Providence over them and that it be directed
towards them without the use of an intermediate so that their military campaign would not be
conducted naturally, through an angel, but rather supernaturally. G-d replied to them and said
(Exodus 33:10), “Behold, | make a covenant; before all your people | will do marvels, such as
have not been done in al the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people among you shall see the
work of the L-rd; for it is an awesome thing that | will do with you.” [G-d] informed him that He
would fulfill his request and He informed him that He would set them apart in three ways: 1) The
miracles which He would perform on their behalf would be revealed and known to the entire
nation. This is the meaning of, “. . . before al your people | will do marvels.” 2) The miracles
would be unprecedented without any comparison to past miracles. This is the meaning of, “. . .
such as have not been done in al the earth.” 3) Not only did they occur in the presence of the
entire people of Isragl, but they were subsequently publicized throughout the land and amongst
al the nations and, as a result, they all became aware of G-d's actions. It is aso stated there
(Exodus 34:11), “Observe what | command you this day; behold, | drive out before you the
Amorite, . . . Take heed to yourself, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land
whereyou go . ..” (From hereit is evident that these miracles would be performed at the time of
the conquest of the seven nations, the first one being the Amorites.) [Furthermore)] it says
(Exodus 34:27), “And the L-rd said to Moses, Write these words; for according to these words |
have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” Thisis referring to this Parsha (section: verses
12-26) for the covenant was made on the basis of these words. In other words, that which was
stated (ibid. 10), “Behold, | make a covenant; before all your people | will do marvels,” is based
on these words, for if they don’t fulfill these words, He will not perform the stated miracles.
Moshe wrote down this sefer (book or document) which is referred to here as, Sefer HaYashar
(Book of Jasher), for through this did he make them upright (yashar) to walk by the light of G-d.
Based on this preface, pay close attention to these verses. When Joshua saw that G-d was
battling the Amorites on his behalf, he wanted G-d to fulfil the covenant that he had made with
Moshe, which is written in the Sefer HaYashar (Book of Jasher), i.e. to make for them an open
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and well publicized miracle. This is the meaning of the verse (Joshua 10:12), “Then spoke
Joshua to the L-rd. . .,” he spoke and gave mention to the covenant that He had made, “in the
day when the L-rd delivered the Amorites,” which was the first of the nations which are
enumerated in the Sefer HaYashar. Corresponding to the first condition (promise) that He told
[Moshe], “. . . before all your people | will do marvels,” did [Y ehoshua] say (Joshuaibid.), “. . .
before the people of Israel,” i.e. in aloud voice that all of Israel would hear. Corresponding to
the two other conditions did [Y ehoshua] say (ibid.), “Sun, stand still upon Gibeon,” for with this
he fulfilled, “such as have not been done,” for such a miracle with the heavenly bodies had not
been done as of yet. Similarly, it was fulfilled, “in al the earth, nor in any nation,” for this
miracle became known [throughout the world] from the shining of the sun (East) to its setting
(West). Malbim, Joshua 10:12
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So Joshua struck all the country of the hills, and the Negev, and of the valley, and of the springs,
and all their kings, he left none remaining, but completely destroyed all who breathed, as the
L-rd, G-d of Israel, commanded. And Joshua struck them from Kadesh-Barnea to Gaza, and all
the country of Goshen, even to Gibeon. And all these kings and their land did Joshua take at one
time, because the L-rd, G-d of Israel, fought for Israel. And Joshua returned, and all Israel with
him, to the camp to Gilgal. Joshua 10:40--43
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And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor had heard those things, that he sent to Jobab king
of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph, And to the kings who were
on the north of the mountains, and of the Arabah south of the Kinnereth, and in the valley, and in
the borders of Dor on the west, And to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, and to the
Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite in the mountains, and to the Hivite
under Hermon in the land of Mizpeh. And they went out, they and al their armies with them,
many people, as the sand that is upon the sea shore in multitude, with horses and chariots very
many. And when all these kings met together, they came and camped together at the waters of
Merom, to fight against Israel. And the L-rd said to Joshua, Be not afraid because of them; for
tomorrow about this time will | deliver them up all slain before Isragl; you shall lame their
horses, and burn their chariots with fire. So Joshua came, and al the people of war with him,
against them by the waters of Merom suddenly; and they fell upon them. And the L-rd delivered
them to the hand of Israel, who struck them, and chased them as far as great Sidon, and to
Misrephothmaim, and to the valley of Mizpeh eastward; and they struck them, until they left
them none remaining. And Joshua did to them as the L-rd bade him; he lamed their horses, and
burned their chariots with fire. And Joshua at that time turned back, and took Hazor, and struck
its king with the sword; for Hazor before was the head of all those kingdoms. And they struck all
the souls who were in it with the edge of the sword, completely destroying them; there was not
any left to breathe; and he burned Hazor with fire. And all the cities of those kings, and al the
kings of them, did Joshua take, and struck them with the edge of the sword, and he completely
destroyed them, as Moses the servant of the L-rd commanded. But as for the cities that stood still
in their strength, Isragl burned none of them, save Hazor only; that did Joshua burn. And all the
plunder of these cities, and the cattle, the people of Israel took for a booty to themselves; but
every man they struck with the edge of the sword, until they had destroyed them, and did not
leave any to breathe. As the L-rd commanded Moses his servant, so did Moses command Joshua,
and so did Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that the L-rd commanded Moses. So Joshua took
al that land, the hills, and al the Negev, and all the land of Goshen, and the valley, and the
Arabah, and the mountain of Israel, and the valley of the same. From the Mount Halak, that
ascends to Seir, to Baal-Gad in the valley of Lebanon under Mount Hermon; and all their kings
he took, and struck them, and slew them. Joshua made war a long time with all those kings.
There was not a city that made peace with the people of Israel, save the Hivites the inhabitants of
Gibeon; al others they took in battle. For it was of the L-rd to harden their hearts, that they
should come against Israel in battle, that He might destroy them completely, and that they might
have no favor, but that He might destroy them, as the L-rd commanded Moses. And at that time
came Joshua, and cut off the Anakim from the mountains, from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab,
and from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Isragl; Joshua destroyed them
completely with their cities. There was none of the Anakim left in the land of the people of
Israel; only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, there remained. So Joshua took the whole land,
according to al that the L-rd said to Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel
according to their divisions by their tribes. And the land rested from war. Joshua 11:1-23
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And the land rested from war: The Canaanites stopped conspiring to gather together and wage
war against Isragl, for they saw that they were defeated in all of their battles. Isragl also stopped
[its campaign of expansion] and remained restricted to the land which they had already
conquered and were not stirred to continue the conquest. When Y ehoshua grew older, G-d, may
He be blessed, told him that he should urge Israel to conquer the remaining land and told
Y ehoshuato divide it in his lifetime. He began with two of the tribes, Y ehudah and Y osef, for it
was told to him through the Divine Spirit they these two tribes should be the first to inherit, as
they were the leading tribes of Isragl. [Also,] they were at the borders of the land, Y ehudah in the
south and Y osef in the north with the seven [remaining] tribes between them. When the lot fell
on to these two tribes and when they had conquered the borders, it was considered as if the
whole land had been conquered, as the Mediterranean Sea was the western borders and the
eastern border was the Jordan river and the Sea of Galilee (Kinneret). For that reason they were
lax in conquering the land of the seven tribes until they came to Shilo, as the borders were in
their hands and the remaining Canaanites were in between and all of Israel had many cities to
dwell within the conquered areas. When they came to Shilo, fourteen years after they came to
Gilgal, Y ehoshua told them to write a list of all of the cities between Y ehudah and Y osef and
divide them into seven parts and afterwards to cast lots between them. Through the bowl of lots
and through G-d[’s directive] were the [areas of the seven tribes [decided]. Radak, Yehoshua
11:23
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Joshua made war a long time with all those kings: Scripture is [subtly] describing a fault of
Y ehoshua, as he was intentionally trying to delay the conquest of the land in order to lengthen
hisown life, asit says (Deut. 31:7), “[And Moses called to Joshua, and said to him in the sight of
al Israel, Be strong and of a good courage; for you must go with this people to the land which
the L-rd has sworn to their fathers to give them;] and you shall cause them to inherit it.”
(Tanchuma) Rashi, Joshua 11:18
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And Joshua was old and advanced in age; and the L-rd said to him, You are old and advanced in
age, and there remains still very much land to be possessed. Thisis the land that still remains; all
the borders of the Philistines, and all the Geshurite, From Sihor, which is before Egypt, to the
borders of Ekron northward, which is counted to the Canaanite; five lords of the Philistines; the
Gazatites, and the Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the Avites,
From the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that is beside the Sidonians to Aphek,
to the borders of the Amorites; And the land of the Giblites, and all Lebanon, toward the sunrise,
from Baal-Gad under Mount Hermon to the entrance to Hamath. All the inhabitants of the hill
country from Lebanon to Misrephothmaim, and al the Sidonians, them will | drive out from
before the people of Isragl; only divide you it by lot to the people of Isragl for an inheritance, as |
have commanded you. Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance to the nine tribes, and
half the tribe of Manasseh, With whom the Reubenites and the Gadites have received their
inheritance, which Moses gave them, beyond the Jordan eastward, as Moses the servant of the
L-rd gave them; From Aroer, that is upon the bank of the brook Arnon, and the city that is in the
midst of the brook, and all the plain of Medeba to Dibon; And all the cities of Sihon king of the
Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, to the border of the Ammonites; And Gilead, and the border
of the Geshurites and Maachites, and all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan to Salcah; All the
kingdom of Og in Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei, who remained of the remnant
of the Refaim; for these did Moses strike, and cast them out. And the people of Israel did not
expel the Geshurites, nor the Maachites; but the Geshurites and the Maachites live among the
people of Israel until this day. Only to the tribe of Levi He gave no inheritance; the sacrifices of
the L-rd G-d of Israel made by fire are their inheritance, as He said to them. Joshua 13:14
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And, behold, this day | am going the way of all the earth; and you know in all your hearts and in
all your souls, that not one thing has failed of al the good things which the L-rd your G-d spoke
concerning you; all have come to pass to you, and not one thing has failed of it. Joshua 23:14

1. The Completion of the Conquest
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And it came to pass, after the death of Joshua, that the people of Israel asked the L-rd, saying,
Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? And the L-rd said,
Judah shall go up; behold, | have delivered the land into his hand. And Judah said to Simeon his
brother, Come up with me into my lot, that we may fight against the Canaanites; and | likewise
will go with you into your lot. So Simeon went with him. And Judah went up; and the L-rd
delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand; and they slew of them in Bezek ten
thousand men. And they found Adoni-Bezek in Bezek; and they fought against him, and they
dew the Canaanites and the Perizzites. But Adoni-Bezek fled; and they pursued after him, and
caught him, and cut off his thumbs and his great toes. And Adoni-Bezek said, Seventy kings,
having their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered food under my table; as | have done, so
G-d has repaid me. And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died. Judges 1:1-7
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[And it came to pass, after the death of Joshua, that the people of Israel asked the L-rd,]:
During the lifetime of Yehoshua they didn't need to ask through the Urim V' Tumim, because
Y ehoshua arranged everything through the direct command of G-d, as our Sages stated (Eiruvin
63a): It iswritten (Numbers 27:21), “And he (Joshua) shall stand before Elazar the priest,” and
yet we do not find that Joshua ever needed his guidance. - But after the death of Y ehoshua, they
needed to seek guidance through the Urim V' Tumim. Who shall go up for us against the
Canaanitesfirst: The reason that they felt the need to ask now is 1) that previously, Y ehoshua
had been the general who led the people. But now, they sought guidance, and 2) previously they
had conquered the land as a united people, but now each tribe needed to conquer their own
section, as it says (Joshua 13:6), “[All the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon to
Misrephothmaim, and all the Sidonians,] them will | drive out from before the people of Isragl;
only divide you it by lot to the people of Israel for an inheritance, [as | have commanded you].”
Consequently, they asked, who should conquer [their portion] first, for if they are not initially
successful, the Canaanites will say that since Yehoshua died, Israel has lost their military
capability. And, in addition, since within every tribe there remained unconquered peoples,
Scripture relates here how they battled against them. Malbim, Judges 1:1
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And Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they slew the Canaanites who inhabited Zephath,
and completely destroyed it. And the name of the city was called Hormah. Also Judah took Gaza
with its border, and Ashkelon with its border, and Ekron with its border. And the L-rd was with
Judah; and he drove out the inhabitants of the mountain; but could not drive out the inhabitants
of the valley, because they had chariots of iron. And they gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses said;
and he expelled from there the three sons of Anak. And the sons of Benjamin did not drive out
the Jebusites who inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites live with the sons of Benjamin in
Jerusalem to thisday. Judges 1:17-21
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And the house of Joseph, they too went up against Beth-El; and the L-rd was with them. And the
house of Joseph sent to spy out Beth-El. And the name of the city before was Luz. And the spies
saw a man come out of the city, and they said to him, Show us, we beg you, the entrance to the
city, and we will show you mercy. And when he showed them the entrance to the city, they
struck the city with the edge of the sword; but they let go the man and all his family. And the
man went to the land of the Hittites, and built a city, and called its name Luz; which is its name
to this day. And Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth-Shean and her towns, nor
Taanach and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam
and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns; but the Canaanites continued to
live in that land. And it came to pass, when Isragl was strong, that they put the Canaanites to
tribute, and did not completely drive them out. And Ephraim did not drive out the Canaanites
who lived in Gezer; but the Canaanites lived in Gezer among them. And Zebulun did not drive
out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the Canaanites lived among
them, and became tributaries. And Asher did not drive out the inhabitants of Acco, nor the
inhabitants of Sidon, nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehaob;
But the sons of Asher lived among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land; for they did not
drive them out. And Naphtali did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth-Shemesh, nor the
inhabitants of Beth-Anath; but he lived among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land; and
the inhabitants of Beth-Shemesh and of Beth-Anath became tributaries to them. And the
Amorites forced the sons of Dan into the mountain; for they would not let them come down to
the valley; And the Amorites continued to live in Mount Heres in Ayalon, and in Shaalbim; yet
the hand of the house of Joseph prevailed, so that they became tributaries. And the border of the
Amorites was from the ascent to Akrabbim, from the rock, and upwards. Judges 1:22-36



