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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. WhowasR. Moshe Chaim Luzzatto's principal
teacher?

2. Describe the circumstances of the Magid's revelation
to the Ramchal.

3.  What works did he author while under the Magid's
influence?

4. |nwhat manner were the revelations of the Ramchal
made known to the world at large?

5. Describetheir reaction.

This and much more will be addressed in the eighth lecture
of this series. "The Pursued Mystic: The Life and Times of
Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind, as you listen to the tape and read
through the outline. Go back to these questions once again
at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Useit, as well, as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE PURSUED MY STIC:
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RABBI MOSHE CHAIM LUZZATTO

l. The Brilliant Prodigy
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The Arizal writes the following, "Hezkiahu was fit to become the Messiah (Sanhedrin
94a). Theideaisthat in every generation, the Holy One, blessed be He, sends out a
Messianic spark. With it, he can redeem Isradl, if they repent, or, if not, he sustains the
world through those difficult generations, as in the generation of forced conversion, or he
enlightens the world with his Torah, so that the world will not be totally destroyed. (See
Megillah 11a) Hezkiahu was a spark of the Messiah." R. Yaakov Emden, Sefer Tzitzin
U'Pherachim, M oshiach
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It isquite likely that included in the Mitzva of "Clinging to Hashem" is the directive that
you should constantly remember Hashem and His love. Whatever you are doing and
wherever you go, as you wak on the road, when you lie down and when you wake up,
you shall never stop thinking about Him. It should reach such an extent that even as you
are outwardly talking to people, your mind is really not focused on them, but on Hashem,
whose presence you feel. It isquite likely, that for people who reached such alevel, their
souls, even while they are still alive, are bound up in the bond of Life, for they
themselves have become the dwelling place of the Divine Presence, asis alluded to by
[Rav Y ehudah Hal evi,] the author of the Cuzari. Ramban's Commentary to Devarim
11:22
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| have continued to raise him from his very youth .. . He clung to the Torah out of love
and it was hissoledesire . . . He never went after trivialities or followed his desires, the
follies of youth and adolescence. G-d granted him a discerning ear and he was like a son
to me. | trained him and lifted him up on my arms. There was no one greater in my
household than he. ... Heheld onto al that | had to offer . . . and came early every
morning . . . and engrossed himself in the words of the living G-d. He read through all of
my writings, the insights with which G-d blessed me.. . . and even studied the Etz Chaim,
[Rav Chaim Vital's presentation of the Arizal's teachings]. It was then that his mind
began to plumb itsdepths.  Letter from HaRav HaGaon R. Y eshaya Bassan to the
Venetian Rabbinate, Tuesday, the Sixth of Shevat 5490 (1730)
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The truth is that, from his youth, he towered over his peersin his wisdom, knowledge,
and discernment. The entire community saw him as an angel of G-d who rose up from the
earth and whose head reached the Heavens, and was constantly engrossed in spiritual
matters. He was raised his entire life amongst Torah scholars. It was clear for all to see
that he was successful in his endeavors. He is unique amongst the Jewish people, [and
most certainly] amongst our holy community [of Padua], despite hisyoung age. . . .
When the light of G-d's ark departed from our community, as Rav Y eshaya Bassan | eft
our holy community to go to the holy community of Reggio [nell'Emilid], . . . [R. Moshe
Chaim] dedicated much of his efforts to contemplation and asceticism in his Beit Midrash
(Study Hall). His Torah was his sole occupation. Letter from the Rabbinate of Padua
to HaRav HaGaon R. Yechezkel Katzenelenbogen, Chief Rabbi of Hamburg,
Wednesday, the Fifth of Adar 5490 (1730)
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He was G-d fearing from his youth, a G-dly crown from his conception. His father
dedicated him unto Heaven, the study of Torah and continual Holy Service, to such an
extent, that he barely knows what money looks like. He has no interest in the pleasures of
thisworld and he secluded himself in his Study Hall together with his colleagues who toil
in Torah. The fear of G-dishistreasury. Testimony of Rav Raphael Yisrael Kimchi,
author of Avodat Yisrael, acommentary to the order of Yom Kippur, who was an
emissary of the community of Safed, Thursday the Third of Kislev, 5490 (1729)

C.
DRIWS 777157 *3IND POXY 977100 A0 0% DYIWRAT 737,70 270V WX D°72N0

oM .p7amy PUown 2% we B oPanR v D°BramY I Y51 DYIMIR L071Y
VIR LPIRNIN PYWY ANN0Y SUIID AP VNnnd o3 PR TIT wn namna
,19 ©°3°°WT 027 DUIPN2 WD TV RIS TIDWR DRONIP> 17AIN57 ,07IR D 970
QoPtIm L5270 PR 93— 19aR Bh woR L,TAn MM omanxy LT anbw 17anY
OrIaRY L1322 Y31 wOR 1PN o1 N 19ap T 0°22IWR AT 0°27 ANOMAY TwITRa
nIm% 925 ¥23a7 vYND — IPIBY P AN NAN °3 012 XITI 5095 DY AW SDPIRID
SDMIRTD OTIART LPWYMA YT AW 02IYY 1T T13D 7 2R MR 9K 95 By .n1Toon
X271 PON RIW o1 NIPAAY HO1 IR VAW ,ORPINY 2NN 7T ORI TWRD 03 IR MY
MIRITY WP YT qwn 19 - R 5 ywinh x oonni 55 nx nnnh oy nwpe
anom .91 By InanxS 0Dy IR $a7 1733 2% 72905 0?2 551 PR 71277RD 2122

7707 NIV WIAY 173 p7Wwn JRORA TOYW? /7 37777 1277 27nmann

Thefollowing isalist of my close colleagues, may Hashem protect them. The closest are
the following two: R. Yitzchak Marini and R. Yisrael Travis, who share every secret and
who peer into the inner meaning. Second to them are all people of upright hearts, of
intelligence and discernment. Also amongst them are R. Moshe David Vallee, R. Y aakov
Forte (Chazak), R. Y eshaya Romanin, R. Mordechai Ferarisee, R. Yekusiel Ashkenazi
(Gordon), who is still involved in the many austere acts of repentence which were
prescribed for him, and R. Shlomo Dinah. After them are precious bachurim (young
men), each one according to his capacity. All of them, thank G-d, are clinging to sanctity
and wisdom. Many of them, during thistimeof  Shovavim (the period between Parshas
Shemos and Parshas Mishpatim) have accepted upon themselves various austere acts of
repentence, each one according to the sins of his heart. Avraham Ferarisee excels among
themall. ... Letter from the Ramchal to HaRav HaGaon R. Y eshaya Bassan,
Motzaei Shabbos, the Twenty sixth of Teves 5490 (1730)
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Thefollowing is a short description of the events: On the first of the month of Sivan,
5487 (1727), while | was meditating on acertain  yichud (aformula of unity through a
configuration of the Sefiros and the Divine name), | fell into aslumber. Upon awakening,
| heard avoice saying, "l have come down to reveal hidden secrets of the Holy King."
For ashort time, | stood there trembling. Afterwards, | strengthened myself. The voice
did not cease and it told me a specific [mystical] secret. The next day, at the sametime, |
made the effort to be alone in the room, and the voice returned and told me another
secret. This continued until one day he told me that he was a Magid that was sent from
Heaven and he transmitted to me certain  yichudim upon which to meditate in order to
bring about his coming. | didn't see him, rather, | heard his voice as it was talking through
my mouth. Afterwards, he also gave me permission to present questions before him.
After some three months had passed, he gave me special  tikkunim (measures to effect
spiritual restoration) in order that | merit the revelation of Eliyahu, [the Prophet,] of
blessed memory. It was then that he commanded me to compose a sefer (book) on
Koheles, as he would explain to me the secret of each one of the verses. Afterwards,
Eliyahu would come and tell me the specific secrets that he revealed. He told me that
now Metatron, the grand minister [of Heaven], would be coming. When he came, | knew
that it was he, for Eliyahu had already informed me. From that time on, | recognized each
of them. There were also other souls that were revealed to me, whose names | do not
know. As| am now writing down the novellae which they are telling me, | will write
down today the most recent revelation.

All of this occurs after falling on my face [in atrance]. | see the holy soulsin this
dreamlike state in human form. | am telling you in al truth and honesty that | have not
grasped even a half of that which the Arizal comprehended. The difference between usis
that the Arizal was not allowed to write down [these revelations], and | was commanded
to do so. It was revealed to me things, thank G-d, through the Magid, the inner meaning
of the mystic wisdom, amazing things that few know. For the words of the Arizal are
very obscure. ... Letter from the Ramchal to HaRav Binyamin HaCohen, the
father-in-law of R. Yeshaya Bassan, The Twenty Seventh of Kislev, 5490 (1729)
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With my own eyesdid | witnessthe  yichudimwhich he did as he fell upon his face,
resting his head on the table for approximately a half an hour. Afterwards, he stood up,
quill in hand, and he rapidly wrote down, in avery brief time, less than a half an hour, a
folio or afolio and a half of the secrets of the Torah, things of the very highest level.
Everything was written down in the language of the Zohar. Thisis something which is
beyond human intelligence and human writing ability. He did this many times.
Testimony of Rav Raphael Yisrael Kimchi, Thursday the Third of Kislev, 5490
(2729)
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It istrue that from the year [5]487 (1727) and on, G-d graced me by sending me a holy
[angel]. He came down from Heaven and he revealed to me, on adaily basis, great
secrets. Everything was clearly written down according to the day that they were
revealed. After the many tikkunim (measures to effect spiritual restoration) which he gave
me, he told me that | would also merit to hear words of Divine wisdom directly from
Eliyahu, of blessed memory. He fulfilled his promise. On the appointed time of which he
spoke, Eliyahu, of blessed memory, revedled himself tome.  Afterwards, other great
souls, who once dwelled on this earth, came as Divine emissaries to inform me of
those Divine secretswhich areimparted to those who fear Him. Our Rabbis of



Series| X 6 Lecture #8

blessed memory have already stated that the souls of the departed tzaddikim (saints)
help a person. Itisclear that today is not the first day in which Hashem has blessed His
people, Israel, with many great spiritua levels. G-d accomplishesthisin many ways. |
have composed a work on Koheles which consists of approximately eight hundred
small folios, seventy Tikkunim on theverse, " And in all that mighty hand . . . "
(Deut. 34:12), and a composition on the Torah. | began from Beraishis(Genesis) and
| havereached Parshas Mikaitz. It isapproximately six hundred folios. They areall
written in the actual language of the Zohar. Afterwards, [| composed] many
assorted works on varioustopics, fifteen sefarimin all. Of special note ar e the works
devoted to the general principlesof Kabbalah, which clarify everything and address
the unanswered questionsregar ding the teachings of the Arizal. | originaly did not
tell any brothers or friends. Only after | was commanded did | relate it to that man of
discernment, R. Yitzchak Marini, may Hashem protect him, and that intelligent young
man, R. Yisrael Travis, may Hashem protect him. They studied with me on a steady basis
every single day. Recently, | traveled to the city of Reggio to visit Rav Y eshaya Bassan,
may Hashem protect him. It was then that a scholar from Jerusalem, [R. Raphael

Kimchi], passed through Padua. and got a small glimpse of the writings. He didn't report
his findings to anyone here. In Venice, however, he related [what he saw]. When |
returned to my home, one thing led to another until it became known to an Ashkenazic
Torah scholar, who was staying here, [in Padua,] in order to receive the crown (receive
his diploma) of amedical doctor. HisnameisR. Yekusiel. He was here for a period of
four months and yet he didn't know a thing. When he became aware [of my writings] he
intensely clung to me, for his soul thirsted to study the science of truth (Kabbalah), and |
set atime to study with him. Because of his great enthusiasm, he wrote to an honored
Jewish [communal] leader in order to report to him the good news. The truth isthat |
didn't see what he wrote before it was sent. L etter from the Ramchal to R. Emmanuel
Kalbo of Livorno, Erev Shabbos, Rosh Chodosh Adar 5490 (1730)

E. Rabbi Y ekusiel Gordon's L etter
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To the great master, the fortress and citadel, whose [good] nameis ever growing, the
Rabbi and scholar, my beloved and master, . . . the outstanding Rabbi, leader and
philanthropist, the holy and renowned prince. . . R. Mordecha Y offe.

| know of you through your reputation. Like fragrant perfume, your name is known
throughout the gates of the communities. To a person of such stature, it istruly fitting to
reveal asecret reserved to those who fear G-d, wholly or even partialy, for | feel that no
document can fully do justice to the subject. Thisis especialy truein light of the fact that
| was brazen enough to even broach such an unbelievable subject, and who am | to [take
your time with an elaborate exposition]. Suffice it, therefore, for meto give you a
condensed and very abbreviated version of the following events.



Series| X 8 Lecture #8

Behold, | am now approaching you with words of Torah to inform my master of the great
gift that the Holy One, blessed be He, gave us from Histreasury. Thereis a certain young
man, although youthful in years, he is only twenty three, yet aholy soul. | am referring to
my guide and master, the holy lamp and fire, the man of G-d, the honorable R. Moshe
Chaim Luzzatto. Behold, for the last two and a half years, aholy and awesome angel
revealed to him awesome secrets. Even before this, when he was only fourteen, he
already mastered all of the writings of the Arizal and knew them by heart. He was
extremely modest, however, and didn't reveal thisfact to even hisfather, and, obviously,
not to anyone else either. It was only through G-d's plan that somehow all of thiswas
revealed to me. Thisis not the [proper] place, [however,] to elaborate on the details [of
my discovery].

| have been studying with him for a month and am drawing fresh water from hiswell.
Fortunate is the eye that sees and the ear that hears all of this. Heis a spark of [Rabbi]
Akivaben Yosef. It is already eight months since a[special] holy and awesome angel has
revealed to him many secrets and things which cause the Academy on High to descend
[to him] and he ordered him, with the approval of the Holy One, blessed be He and the
Shechina (Divine Presence), to compose a book of splendor (Zohar) which they from
Heaven called, "Zohar Tinyana' (the second Zohar), for the great tikun (restoration)
which is known amongst us. Thisis the manner in which it occurred: The angel would
speak through his mouth. We, his disciples, however, couldn't hear athing. The angel
would begin to reveal to him awesome secrets. Afterwards, my guide and teacher would
order (sic) Eliyahu to immediately come and he would come and revea his secrets. At
times, the grand minister, Metatron, as well as[Moshe] Raya Mihemna (the Faithful
Servant), the grandfather Avraham, Rav Hamnuna, the Elder, and the known Elder,
would come as well. At other times, the King Messiah and primordial Adam would
come. Behold, he completed an amazing composition on Koheles (Ecclesiastes) and now
they commanded him to compose seventy Tikkunim on the verse, "And in all that mighty
hand . .." (Deut. 34:12), the last verse of the Torah. It was a'so composed in the same
fashion. He also composed three volumes on the Torah which only covered until Parshas
Vayaitzai. All of the above articulated awesome secrets and were all composed in the
language of the Zohar. He knows all of the  gilgulim (transmigrations of the soul) and
tikunim for each man, the science of palmistry and physiognomy. In summary, thereis
nothing that is hidden from him. Originally, permission was only given to reveal to him
the secrets of the Torah. Now, [the Magid] reveals to him everything. No one knows of
this except for us, his group. He even told me a great secret, that | was reincarnated in
order to come to study with him, for nothing happens without a cause. He also told me
about the nature of my soul and the tikkunim (restorative acts), that | need to perform. It
is common for the Raya Mihemna and Metatron to expound verses that they apply to him
and to Rabbi Shimon bar Y ochali, the author of the Zohar and compare him to Rabbi
Shimon bar Yochai, z'l, in every respect, as has become apparent to all, adistinction that
no one has merited since the time of Rabbi Shimon bar Y ochai. Behold, |, because of my
great love of Torah, wanted to forsake the study of secular studies until the Magid
informed me, "Hold on to this (Torah) but do not release your hold from the other thing
(secular studies). This decision is based on knowledge that is privy to me."
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Behold, all of the above is[yet] unknown beyond our circle and it would be impossible
[at one sitting] to give you the entire details. If my master isreally interested, | will make
inquiries regarding the nature of your soul and its proper tikkun (measures to effect
spiritual restoration). If you are willing to forgo the honor due to you because of your
exalted position and you have [your secretary] write to me, | will inform you, little by
little, all that you command me to reveal. You will [only] derive joy from it. It is not
befitting that these things should be spoken of in public, especially since we have not
made contact yet and | am not even sure that you will receive this letter. My master
should not, G-d forbid, cast aspersionson this holy matter and compareit with the
liesand fabrications[of Shabbtai Tzvi and hisfollowers]|, for thewordsof truth are
evident. On the contrary, you are very familiar with all of the events, past and present,
and theroot of it al. Because of time limitations, | have to be brief, but may Hashem
grant you along life. These are the words of your faithful servant who communicates
these words to you in private (lit. in awhisper), for permission has not yet been given to
haveit revedled. Yekusiel, the son of our Guide and Master, R. Leib of Vilnawho is
occupied with the study of Torah and service in order to receive a medical diploma, with
G-d'shelp. Letter written by R. Yekusiel Gordon, one of the Ramchal's disciples, to
R. Mordechai Y offe of Vienna, Thursday, Parshas R'eih 5489 (1729)

1. Rav Moshe Chagiz and the Pursuit of Heresy
A. Rav Moshe Chagiz and the Venetian Rabbinate

9297 DvIn 03°%Y ,A9I33W PYRPR YN Snon nIaTT N HRAWS 7 onx (1
12 NYIX LWBNNW OTIP LT AV 7730 WM A NPy wIT? L0 and by yiph
mwn 773 ,°nh%I WD PR IXY HRIWS DX 0’07113 T 7720 233 5O NX 11791 0mnn
nPww ansn .p7o% 0db o Y7pw PWnAn (277) ©7A O ,PARA 2730 DHWITT RV

717793 > HW ANomn RIPW MR MIDIR IRWI ROXIIN 3277 PIRD wH

Y ou, the mountains of Israel, my masters and teachers, the sages and leaders of the
Jewish communities of the Diaspora, it isincumbent upon you to rend your garments [as
asign of mourning] over thisletter, to make athorough investigation and to uproot this
evil group, before this plague spreads amongst the masses. Regard all of the members of
this group as persecutors of Isragl. [By making this protest,] | have saved my soul [from
any complicity inthismatter]. ... Public letter written by R. Moshe Chagiz to the
Rabbinate of Venice and other communities, after reading R. Yekusiel's |etter,
Twefth of Cheshbon 5490 (1729)

noynY Onny IR I7ARY O 1NATY I V7Y D°1377 P2 O1R 17VNIng (2
Oy "2yw p"w IR 71 0172 RO% XAw NAARA 12 IR 9377 HY WOINND noxn mbwn
9571 X7 STISWR 2N52 PRV 1T R0 PRRAR RID NN w0 L pwTID Y uwIen
137 7319V TPYnn N°HoNa ITRT DWw oonaw XOR PUw 1Ivn X921 X031 7Ivn XD 02
I%7P2 D771 179N M7 M AN PRANI ANoW 71 93 PwoIa IR DRI 1 v
S”ARW T 1277 LWHN® XYW 2N JARNT A 7Y ¥11RL IR 1197 HRIw 9DIvR OnK

579y ,w”In PN O XD



Series| X 10 Lecture #8

OnITIoY ONT20W oMl LM MIvD bW 0I07°R MWV 0°1377 P2 NIN30 1 I
DRINIPY /7 W NAART 21271 RO 120w 2INYT 9 OWE 017 0D DR 9RWY L7390
XY PAR 199DRT 0217V VTP OIR QW PRI D957 DR XA 7IIRT PR NIDOM ANXY
;1M2VWw oW $53 W XYW m 0nY 72aN1 720 CT-5yw ,237pn TV 02Iwn W KD
AR IR VAN WIT T OPDR VI 1IN DHW R IR RNNYHW ORTT RID 7RI
VTP IR RTITT INTIXA 199DKR BYND TY TR0 WIRT DTV 7700 DY 2nws W
QOw3»Nn 12w 0°7a0 oY IWITA N33 TTANMI WD L1AYA CAIvnm v 317 1K)
03 17307 19KRDM AW INIR 719°7 77ARA OX 79N 127 PRI LIIRIR ROT 7T DRI 779032
WITR 229pm 297 /191 WA 93 7RI 0D 707 13T NaIT 933 03 — PARY pIana XITw
DY2° XD DIR DWW L7007 VARG RWOTR RIPXIA WITRT 297 D77 109 Anbw 9
o7 QW 7M3 AP0N2 ITOR POR [PANW 03 L,IPNIRDDI PWYN NN wonanb
VN RDY 23w KDY Y7 0W AWY XD RTIIVT RDIA YT P2 7027 177 97KT O7RD N0
NI DRoNIRY 7w RHR 557115 Oawn PR 952 01277 0015%1 2IN3% YT 771 KD 0
DRONIP? “717,73713072 12ND RIIM I7ART WM AN ,INTIN Q1N NATR NIRTAT INRY
195w ITIMY PRI YAV PR 92T TTW DINDYAY IR VAN . . . ,TIT 127 KDY 1272 AW
X1 I3 (APWR HY 170 DY im0 110 HY NI AWIYW DOTINN SN 1Y SWIIR
7199910 X 172D YW VXM NIND LYIN 7ATA ANID NN T2 OINXIPTI TAY I7ARY VY
X1 Dowa 13 PRW 71,377 Pwha o1 ,nona 021hY 0137 7700 NITIoN XM
yow THY ¥BWR 7737 3 ,TWHRI WHR 17171 ,0°AYD 11N AWV 137 SWIIR DINDIRY 772
IR 17702 23035 %7 ORW ,A9XY 17°3 /T PO 125w 7M YIRTA YOIRT X ,DOMN100
¥37 7937 O°X11 ONXR 7727 ,PRTY /T TI02 112w NINOTIN 2w 93 1a% Ak oo
,1°7721 DX ONPRI 737 7923%7 D3 1022 PWITT 230527 TInbH 2R H5% nwa 7N XY
Y11 779 IR 717 2IW5n QW 11V T XDY IR ROW 197917 200°DTT2 M0 X XY DRW IR
27077 ¥1Inh X1 007DY XYY 0PI X D3%2% ®DY 23n05Y XD nInnh XD MINATH 1K —
nInm ,ININM3a NI5T2 0IR WHI H3% 7INI NIWAT N2 1730 127 1172 00 Phyan
WORMY P13 03732 NANR 72°0 DI IR 03P 95% 2305% 0o By A oxY X0 DOpoX

/03°WRI2 OMTI 0I*IRIXA 2P — 072 2137 X 710

1271337 3N 13 IR A7 031 ,1°7372 021297 3T PRI NARMY 0°9377 R Y ...
3 73 ,97K7 TAY 1DI0 TV INPNNMN PIXI RIT — DTIDWK 7P YW 13797 VDAY TN
/99 71X97 RITW nD ypwnh 781 772pRw IWHRY IWHR 037 ,N1°HY 0919 071277 19R
DRONIP® 7 DR 19912 INMOMD NIRIY 731TRDY 137972 21055 N 1193077 127 710
7Y% RPW OMIAR XYY XIT KD 170 02w 7207 X271 0Ipn 0w AN 001997 29057 RHYW
197307 XTI 7IRM P31 .773mR 271 HRAw? 0132 10K DX 170 DIPINT NIPTHMIAW 102K
72 DX XD 97773 WX LIRORI 1377 P27 1277 XOR 17 23050 ROW [R2%°177 23317]
INPOMA RITI 137NN NAIRT 7379 WY PWYNI 17PN 1IN 131 07V XD RPN
IX 9229 2R3 Y IR I7TMPND 2I05% 7% orw ,A%0 1703 7T yen 1ahw an vy
bW 0°1297)) 07 1772 70N 717 9377 YD — IR PIPW DD IR TIINKRT XY 7172
ToWI IR 71 17 3P0 IROXA 297 Dw 17925 D2awa 9377 71 DnRy 0vphon (R0%01%)
MR PRIW? DRDT /1 D3m0 297 YW INTTYY JROXA V77 370900 ROXOY 2137 anon R

P70 1903 '3 NIT2IN NwAs 1 av



Series| X 11 Lecture #8

We met this morning regarding this problem and, after speaking amongst ourselves, we
called in the esteemed emissary of Safed. We debated the issue and we showed him the
correspondence that just arrived this past Friday or Shabbos by mail, the letter of R.
Yekusiel to R. Mordechal Y offe .. . and the post script of R. Moshe Chagiz . . . There was
adifference of opinion amongst us. . . and we asked the opinion of the sage, the
emissary. Heresponded, " . . . He was G-d fearing from his youth, a G-dly crown from
his conception. His father dedicated him unto Heaven, the study of Torah and continual
Holy Service, to such an extent, that he barely knows what money looks like. He has no
interest in the pleasures of this world and he secluded himself in his Study Hall together
with his colleagues who toil in Torah. The fear of G-d ishistreasury. . . . With my own
eyesdid | witness the yichudimwhich he did as he fell upon his face, resting his head on
the table for approximately a half an hour. Afterwards, he stood up, quill in hand, and he
rapidly wrote down, in avery brief time, less than a half an hour, afolio or afolio and a
half of the secrets of the Torah, things of the very highest level. Everything was written
down in the language of the Zohar. Thisis something which is beyond human
intelligence and human writing ability. He did thismany times. ... Sincewe haven't
seen, nor do we know of any harm or sin that has been caused by this, it isnot
befitting to protest, write, or createturmoil by publicizing thismatter and
disturbing his good works, for all of the activity of hisgroup isbeing donein the
privacy of hisown home. ... If you decideto wage a writing campaign and to do
anything that causes him or hishousehold any harm, you will have to bear the guilt
for all of the consequences. "

.. . After these arguments were presented, the Rabbis agreed with him. They also were
awestruck and amazed, especially the Chief Rabbi of the Ashkenazic community . . . He
stood up and said, "All of these things are quite plausible. It quite likely that the Holy
One, blessed be He, wishes to shower his beneficence to whom He so desires .. . ." The
group finally agreed to write to our master, [the Ramchal,] in Padua to act according to
his sagacity and to rebuke R. Y ekusiel that he no longer write or make public this matter
to any place [on earth] and he or any of his colleagues should never repeat this [error] so
that the wrath of our enemies, who live in distant lands, should not be aroused against our
Jewish brethren. This hint should suffice. [After further consideration,] the Venetian
Rabbinate agreed not to write directly to the party involved, [the Ramchal,] but rather to
his principle teacher, HaRav Bassan, and to apprise him of the communication from
Hamburg, for he raised him like ason and, in all probability, he iswell aware of the
teachings of his student and his deeds. May Hashem grant him success to wisely choose
which course of action to take: To write to hisdisciple, or to directly rebuke him, asa
father to a son, or to offer him sage advice, or any other course of action he so decides.
For this thing has been now given over to him and the Venetian Rabbinate hereby
removes themselves from this matter, for the esteemed HaRav Bassan is the correct
person to deal with this. Letter from the Venetian Rabbinate to HaRav HaGaon R.
Y eshaya Bassan, Thursday, the Third of Kislev, 5490 (1729)
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Behold, during the time | was staying by the esteemed Torah scholar (R. Bassan), this
thing went out without my knowledge and it spread to Germany and Poland. When it
cameto the ears of [R.] Chagiz, he reacted asis his custom, and wrote to [the Rabbinate
of] Venice and caused the thing to be revealed to Venice, something that had been kept a
secret. Letter of the Ramchal to R. Yeshaya Basssan, the Sixth of Kidev, 5490
(2729)
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Behold, he wrote that | issue ordersto Eliyahu and Metatron, which is a stupendous
idiocy. | have no ideawho is coming to me until they reveal themselves, for they come
through the decree of the King and not at all through my decree. It is true that because he
was constantly by my side that he saw many things of which | didn't speak at all . . .
Regarding pronouncing oaths [upon spiritual beings to force them to divulge secrets], the
esteemed Torah scholar (R. Bassan) knows that | never use practical Kabbalah at all, for
itisagrievoussin. Letter of the Ramchal to R. Yeshaya Bassan, the Sixteenth of
Adar, 5490 (1730)

B. The Ramchal Replies
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To the world renowned Torah scholar, who ranks amongst the most powerful, a valiant
soldier in the struggle of the Torah, with breadth of knowledge and faultless insight,
imbued with Torah and a credit to his distinguished family, R. Moshe Chagiz, may
Hashem protect him.

From the lowliest of men, immature and despised, a doormat to the holy flocks, Moshe
Chaim, the son of my master, Y aakov Chai Luzzatto, may Hashem protect him. Shalom

... You acted on G-d's behalf out of concern that our vineyard should not be destroyed
by the spiritually corrupt (lit. foxes, the sons of foxes - i. e. the followers of Shabbtai
Tzvi), similar to what happened in our recent past which caused us untold
embarrassment. Y our excellency should know, however, that | have nothing to do with
them. | am afaithful member of Israel . . . for | do not support, G-d forbid, those
evildoers, a charge which you suspect me of, asis evident in your writings. [In addition,]
| am neither a prophet nor an apprentice prophet and | haven't made signsor miracles. . .
If there exist such rumors, they are false and utterly without substance. | only have the
portion which the G-d of Israel has alloted me, which was given to me solely dueto G-d's
tremendous compassion and kindness and not through any merit on my part,as it was
accur ately described in the letter of my associate R. Yekusiel, the copy of which was
sent from Hamburg. | rejoice and cause othersto rgoice, and let us be happy and
celebrate, for G-d hasrevealed to methe gates of light, in order to give me
[sufficient] knowledgeto discern and under stand the maj esty of His splendor, of His
greatnessand to serve Him with a perfect heart. Blessed is G-d who has not
removed Hiskindnessfrom Hispeople, Israel. ... Such athing has occurred many
times through someone whom G-d has chosen, as is the case with the great celestial lion
(Arizal), who enlightened our eyes and who is the crown of our head, and with all those
upright in heart who followed after him, each in accordance with his spiritual level, who
are far greater than 1. Isit then right for you to be so angry? Were all these people
detestable and an abomination of G-d, instead of being occupied in doing good things?
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And now my master seesthat | have not chosen to engage in strife, G-d forbid, to break
apart the community into different sects through which the name of Heaven will be
desecrated, for | fear G-d. . . . How could you, the esteemed Torah scholar that you are,
who islike an angel of G-d, quickly jump to such a conclusion without any investigation
and create such discord? . . . We all know how destructive strife is and how G-d hates it
so. Why should we disturb the peace of G-d's people. . . . Go question the Rabbis of our
city, especially the great Rav, Rav Y eshaya Bassan, may Hashem protect him, who
raised me from my youth until | stood on my own, while he enlightened the city of Padua
until he left to go to Reggio. It will result in the cessation of hostilities and a resolution of
this conflict. Please do not bring about argumentation and may the G-d of peace and truth
grant you spiritual satisfaction with along and productivelife. . . . Letter from the
Ramchal to Rav Moshe Chagiz, the Eleventh of Kislev, 5490 (1729)

C. The Reaction of Rav Moshe Chagiz
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Therefore does my heart tell me to arouse the hearts of the Rabbis and Gaonim, the
leaders of this generation and especially the heart of whoever isjealous for the honor of
G-d, the general inthe army of Isradl . . . The great and renowned Gaon, the Chief Rabbi
of Frankfurt am Main, R. Y aakov Katz, may Hashem protect him, should accomplish that
which needs to be done. . . together with his Bais Din (court) . . . to decree and
excommunicate, with all of the power invested in you, the work which this adol escent
composes. All of his actions should be scrutinized from now on and his works should be
treated as heretical works to be burned and the adolescent and all of his group should be
deemed as maisism u'madichim (idolatrous missionaries), especially this RaYk (empty
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one - an acronym for Rav Yekusiel), who is most certainly a maisis u'madiach . . . Since
this maisisis coming to displace R. Shimon bar Y ochal from his [rightful] place, may [R.
Y ekusiel] and thousands like him die. Such athing shall never spread in Isragl.

Therefore, you mountains of Israel in every place [in which you reside] rend your hearts,
and not just your garments, for thistremendous chutzpa, whichisanew formof tuma
(impurity), in addition to the one which preceded usin our generation. . . . Let us
conclude the affair of this  bachur (adolescent) whom Hashem has not chosen ( lo
bochar), for he has flung behind his back [hisinitial humility] and proceeded to write to
me, with arrogance and disdain, that all that the  RaYk (R. Yekusiel) wrotewas really
true. Hiswriting gave him away that he is guilty of arrogance, which is the equivaent of
idolatry (Sota 4b). Since he is about to sell himself to this form of idolatry, heis going to
pay for thiswith hislife and his blood will be upon his head. [By making this protest,] |
have saved my life [from the repercussions that will arise from all of thig]. . .. Letter
from R. Moshe Chagiz to R. Yaakov Poppers, the Rav of Frankfurt am Main

D. Rav Y eshaya Bassan's Intervention
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Regarding the essence of the matter, | tell you, "I know, my son, | know, that a person of
your stature would not make a false statement and | have no doubt that your statements
are correct, for, since your youth, you have been G-d fearing and no falsehood has
crossed your lips." Because these things are so unusual, | cannot, however, hold my self
back from asking you the following: How could you have reached alevel above that of
the Arizal, who sat and meditated and almost totally withdrew from this world for so
many years? It is true that Hashem can accomplish anything, but just as | cannot declare
you aliar, | cannot be totally convinced until | [myself] hear, see and examine this. . . .
Since | didn't see this new thing, how can | testify [on your behalf]? | have only seen a
very small part of your work, and | didn't have the time to really examine it when you
showed it to me when you were here with me. According to what you now write, they are
only adrop of an ocean compared to your abundant Torah thoughts. G-d only knows the
turmoil within me. How | would love to see you face to face, for | hope that then the joy
will be abundant. | am forced to travel every week together with council members of this
community to Modena regarding communal matters. If it were not for the difficulties of
the winter and the road's deep mud, | would make a detour and come to you, besides for
the expenses involved. Because of the af orementioned reasons, | cannot fulfill my heart's
desire. It seems to me, that it would be so much better, provided Heaven concurs, that
you and your prestigious group come to me. Then we would lovingly spend the time
together and you could disclose these secrets together with my father in law (R.
Binyamin HaCohen Vitali), may Hashem protect him, for, after all, heisthe greatest
expert of [Kabbalah in] our generation in Italy. ... Inthemeantime, it would be
wonderful if you could send me an example of some of your primework . .. What
disturbs me is how could you have shown thisto R. Yekusiel? Don't you know about how
irresponsibly the German and Polish Jews spread and distort [the teachings of Kabbalah].
They have along history of perverting and confounding the Kabbalistic wisdom, asis
evident from the work, Emek HaMe ech, and otherslikeit. . . . According to my opinion,
this has been amgjor cause for the continuation of our exile. Thisis besides the fact that
the Askenazim were followers of Shabbtai Tzvi, asiswell known. You see, [yourself,]
the damage that these fabrications have made, for it has caused the truth to be cast to the
ground. Thisisthereason for [R.] Chagiz' anger . . . Therefore, my son, be careful what
you write to him, [if you haven't already done so,] to write respectfully. . .. | cannot be
more emphatic that your writing to him should be a genuine defense in amanner that will
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be accepted and in a very humble manner, for thisis the well trodden path of the upright
and, in the end, the truth shall prevail and those who would harm you will be shamed. . . .
It is best to act with the utmost modesty and discretion, for you know that the Arizal, due
to our many sins, was punished because of the disclosures and revelations and his crown
was removed from the generation. In addition, our Sages, of blessed memory, stated that
the first tablets were broken because they were given with great fanfare and the evil eye
prevailed over them. May Hashem protect you from all evil so that you will be able to
dwell in His house for many years. Amen. Letter from HaRav HaGaon R. Y eshaya
Bassan to the Ramchal, Tuesday, the Fifteenth of Kislev 5490 (1729)
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Y ou should really be aware that | have not reached the level of the Arizal's
understanding, for all of these things [of which | write] were commonplaceto him. Itis
only that he did not have permission to write it down, for he didn't write down anything.
I, however, was commanded to write down [what was revealed to me]. That iswhy |
have written so much and it appears so strange. Regarding the fact that the Arizal sat
alone and meditated [for so long before receiving his revelations], behold many others
followed the same regimen, and perhaps even on a greater scale, yet they did not reach
his heights. The truth is that [only] Hashem knows whom he wants to bring close to Him.
And the truth is that these things are not dependent on the merit of the individual but
rather on the merit of the community, through the love He has for Israel. He takes for
Himself as a medium he who is upright in His eyes according to the needs of the
generations and the locations. Letter from the Ramchal to R. Yeshaya Bassan, Kislev
5490 (1729)
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Thisisthe Torah's way [of reaching a conclusion], whether it be civil or capital legal
proceedings: inquiry and investigation. . . . There must have been some error here, for a
judgment needs to be thoroughly thought through over time. . . | am very astounded that
you have pronounced judgment to topple agreat wall (the Ramchal) without reason and
without consulting the elder Rabbi (R. Binyamin HaKohen) . . . [This rebuke] is not
merely based upon my sagacity but is voicing the concerns of the elder Rabbi, the central
pillar. ... Not everyone whose eyes are opened by G-d and is brought in to see His
chamber of treasuresis considered a prophet or a seer. This has nothing to do with
prophecy, which is an infinitely higher level. Only in the Holy Land does G-d grant, for
those who so merit, His spiritual gift to take aview through [His] looking glass, and not
inthisland of darkness. Neither isthe lofty level of Ruach Hakodesh granted here. Each
one of these, (prophecy and  Ruach Hakodesh ), has within it different levels. Asthe
Ramban, z'l, states in Parshas Lech Lecho . . ., one who [only] reaches the level of seeing
or hearing an angel is not considered a prophet of the L-rd of Hosts. . . . There are many
instances of such cases. . . Eliyahu, z'l, frequented the Talmudic sages and Rav Anan
repeated the teaching of Eliyahu in his Eliyahu Rabba and Zuta. . . similarly, [Eliyahu]
frequented the Y eshivas of the Gaonim. ... There have been [many recorded] cases of
angels who were Magidim and spoke to special, highly spiritual individuals. There were
those in the distant past and those of late. . . . Our great teacher, Rav Y osef Caro, z'l, was
outside of Eretz Yisrael when a Magid appeared to him in Nicopolis while he was
together with a group [of scholars]. The Gaon, Rav Menachem Azaria of Fano, [received
communication from a Magid] here, [in Italy], as trustworthy people havetold us. . . .
The Arizal wasin Egypt when he was called by Hashem to enter the holy of holies. All
of the above were not cases of prophecy but rather of Divine dispensation . . . for Heis
closeto all those who call on Him.

After having spoken about the possibility of a Divine connection that transcends time and
place. .. | would like to give you avery brief description of the person over whom you
made this turmoil and tumult. . . . | have continued to raise him from hisvery youth . ..
He clung to the Torah out of love and it was his sole desire . . . He never went after
trivialities or followed his desires, the follies of youth and adolescence. G-d granted him
adiscerning ear and he was like ason to me. | trained him and lifted him up on my arms.
There was no one greater in my household than he. ... Heheld onto al that | had to
offer . .. and came early every morning . . . and engrossed himself in the words of the
living G-d. He read through all of my writings, the insights with which G-d blessed me.. .
. and even studied the Etz Chaim, [Rav Chaim Vital's presentation of the Arizal's
teachingg].
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It was then that his mind began to plumb its depths. ... He has privately toiled in Torah
and shared with his friends hisinsights, guided them and gave them understanding. It is
no wonder that Hashem would choose such a person, who is so filled with Hashem's
blessings. . . . Even though he is so young, one can surely rely that such a person would
only produce works of high quality. Behold, regarding Magidim did the celestial lion,
[the Arizal], teach us that they come in many forms: There are great ones and minor ones
and they come in many varieties. The test to know whom we should trust and feel happy
and confident, is when truth issues from the person's lips and all hiswords are built upon
it, and al his actions are pleasing and his mouth brings forth these secrets in succession,
[words] which are sweeter than honey and the dripping of the honeycomb, asis stated in
the Sefer Chesed L'Avraham. . . .

It isno wonder that there are many great and wonderful men of piety and good deeds
who have not merited [to have received communication from Magidim] . . ., for the
qualities necessary are not detectable by man . . . The person whom He so desires does
He choose and brings close and who is going to tell Him what to do?. .. Letter from R.
Y eshaya Bassan to the Venetian Rabbinate, Tuesday, the Sixth of Shevat, 5490
(1730)
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In any case, the conflagration has erupted dueto R. Y ekusiel's letter - say what you may.
It was incorrect and unbefitting and is filled with gross exaggerations. Behold, he writes,
"He knows all of the gilgulim (transmigrations of the soul) and tikunim for each man, . . .
In summary, there is nothing that is hidden from him etc.” When | saw these disturbing
words, even | became distraught, as you saw in one of my letters. | was put slightly at
ease, however, when you wrote that you had not reached even half of the level of the
Arizal's understanding. . . . Behold, from your admission, the majority of R. Yekusiel's
letter is contradicted, and is full of egregious errors. Thisiswhat R. Chagiz and his
compatriots had in mind when they said that your letter is self contradictory. Thisis
because you gave your total approbation to the words of R. Yekusiel. The truth is that
this seems to be the case, as you wrote the following, "Asit was accurately described in
theletter of my associate R. Yekusiel ." | judged you then favorably and said to myself
that your statement only refers to the communications of the Magid and the works that
you wrote and not to the level of your comprehension . . . The Rabbis of Hamburg,
however, . . . didn't even think of such an explanation . . . | feel, therefore, that it was
terrible how you wrote to HaRav Y echezkel [Katzenelenbogen, the Chief Rabbi of
Hamburg]. . . . You should have merely restated your innocence and to reply with
wisdom and to resolve the difficulties that they have [with you] and to remove all doubts
from their mind. . . . [R. Yekusiel] didn't have any common sense and it was he who
started this conflagration . . . If these things would have slowly been revealed, this
[controversy] would have never reached such [epic] proportions. It has shaken the world
from itsvery place and the pillars are being torn asunder. . .. Also, in regardsto the
point which [R.] Chagiz findsto be strange, that you are still unmarried, itisnot a
complaint which lacks substance. My father in law and myself have also spoken quietly
amongst ourselves about this. We have also spoken about the fact that you are not
growing a beard.

It bothers me that you constantly are talking about M oshiach, something that casts doubts
that perhaps there does exist some admixture of the ditra achra (the forcesof evil). This
isone of the positive signsthat the Magid isreally coming in disguise, G-d forbid, for
thisis the way of the sitra achra, to confound the minds regarding Moshiach and to make
Israel stumble. Thisiswhat [R.] Chagiz hinted to you by quoting the Sefer Chasidim,
chapters 205 and 206; look through it carefully . . . Please make the effort . . . of
clarifying this matter and resolving my doubts. . . for my heart is still shaking from what
you wrote me then that al these communications occur when you have fadlen[in a
trance] on your face, for thisis one of the things that causes me to doubt that, G-d forbid,
thisis being caused by some foreign [impure] source... Letter from HaRav HaGaon
R. Yeshaya Bassan to the Ramchal

1930 71°RY XD D°BWI NWoNYA IR DYTW HW IR 073K Dw niviawa poww on (5
X2 73027 3 — 79X 93 MWwYm 0IR PAIN° 7927 ,997° $5 1333 X I5IX2 NIYI IR 29
.OYIT IR ¥ 99372 9951 0T AR IR 197973 0 9RW 137 IWY 93 L0IPN 12 RN

177970 0°7°01 DD , 70N 77977 27 .77apn Yonn XOR 270 1R

He who becomes involved with imposing oaths upon angels or demons or using
sorcerers incantations, will not come to a good end and he, or his children, will suffer
constant pain. Therefore, a person should distance himself from such activity, for in the
end, hewill be beyond help. So many have done this and so many have asked [the other
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forces], some of them or their children became impoverished, became apostates, and
became deathly ill. The only proper thing is to pray to the Holy One, blessed be He.
Rabbi Yehudah HaChasid, Sefer Chasidim Chap. 205
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If you see that a person prophecies about Moshiach, you should know that he was
involved with sorcery or demons or divination through the Ineffable Name. Because he
has troubled the angels, they [misinform him] about Moshiach so that he will publicize it
to the world. At the end, he will be the object of embarrassment and shame in the eyes of
the world, as aresult of bothering the angels. Or, aternately, demons cometo him to
teach him calculations and secrets that will result in shaming him and those that believe
in him. Ibid. Chapter 206
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It isimpossible for meto put my mind at rest when his excellency has intimated, even if
it only be adoubt. If that isthe case, who knows if even the words of R. Shimon bar
Yochai, z'l, arereadlly true, and most certainly the words of the Arizal. Perhaps the source
of al theserevelationsisfromthe sitra achra, G-d forbid. Inal truth, | consider such a
claim, that the ditra achra hasthe power to explain every hidden secret, to be heresy,
G-d forbid. Where isthe G-d of justice? Has He forsaken Hisworld without seeing what
is happening?. . . Behold, that which causes you to have doubts, my speaking at length
about Moshiach. Tell me, my master, doesn't Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochai speak about this
subject far more than I, especially inhis  Sefer Tikunim and the Raya M'heimna ? There
are no two lines without mention of the two Moshiachs. . . . The words of the Sefer
Chasdim were directed to someone who prophecies regarding the date of Moshiach's
coming. Thisisaself evident proof that the purpose of this revelation was to cause him
embarrassment. Thisis only relevant when predicting adate . . . which | have never done
inmy whole life. Letter from the Ramchal to R. Yeshaya Bassan, the Twenty Second
of Adar 5490 (1730)
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The Arizal taught usin Shaar HaNevuah, Chapter 2, that a Magid is revealed to a person
in accordance with his spiritual level and [the enormity of his] deeds. It is possible for
[the Magid] to be made up of good and evil, the good part relates the truth and the evil
part relates falsehood. . . . The Arizal specifically wrote in the Sefer HaKavonos of Tikun
Chatzosthat from the day the Temple was destroyed and the Torah was burned, its inner
secrets were given over to alien forces. Thisisknown as GalusHaTorah - The Exile of
the Torah. . . . Behold, even though | am actually very insignificant, | can say that the
eyesof all of Israel are watching me now and all of their mouths are pointed in my
direction . . . | don't possess the absolute certainty, however, that would enable meto gird
myself with a sword and to fight against those that would destroy you, for | myself still
harbor doubts. ... You should know that | have heard reliablereportsthat, at the
time of Shabbsai Tzvi, thereweremany great thinkersin the[Middle] East on
whom the spirit rested asthey fell down on their facesin a swoon and they
composed awesome and much published works which wer e astonishing to behold.
The greatest of them all was R. Nathan, who inscribed and wr ote profound
expositions. He also said, [in a similar fashion to what you are now saying,] that he was
only coming in the wake of the revelations of the Arizal to explain that which [the Arizal]
had not explained and to reveal that which the Arizal had not revealed. The seforim of his
that we possess.  Sefer HaBriah and Sefer Z'mir Aritzim , are built upon the basic
principles which he articulated. He also brought many back from sin and gave tikkunim
[redemptive prescriptions] to myriads of people. They say that the souls of the righteous
were revealed to him. Even so, it all ended in chaos and they were lost, besides for [the
evil] which they caused. Letter from R. Yeshaya Bassan to R. Moshe Chaim
Luzzatto, the End of Adar, 5490
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The entire Torah has not been given over to [the forces of evil], G-d forbid, but only a
restricted portion. . . . It istherefore impossible to think that they can explain every secret
in every place. G-d forbid! The whole world would become destroyed. . . . | have already
told, his eminence how, thank G-d, | was given the power to ask and to gain knowledge
in every area of our holy Torah, without exception. Without a doubt this could not have
come about through the sitra achra (the forces of evil). Letter from the Ramchal to R.
Y eshaya Bassan, the Eighth of Nissan 5490 (1730)
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Even though R. Chagiz meant to cause harm, G-d meant it all for the good in order to
sustain this great people, the masses who G-d touched their hearts that they should seek
Him. From that day on, [when my secret became known,] many have returned from sin,
thank G-d, and the Torah has returned to itsrightful host. L etter from the Ramchal to
Rav Shimshon Mor pogo of Ancona, the Twenty Sixth Day of Omer 5490 (1730)

IIl.  The Ramchal is Forced to Concede to the Venetian Rabbinate
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Since every man who calls himself a member of Israel isrequired to submit to the words
of the mgjority of the sages of Israel and not to veer from the directives, [even if their
statement seems contrary to reason,] i. e. they say that the [apparent] left (quilt) isthe
right (innocence) and the [apparent] right is the left, I, the undersigned, when the master
of my youth, R. Y eshaya Bassan, may Hashem protect him, the Rav and Rosh Mesivta of
the holy community of Reggio [nell'Emilia] came to investigate my writings, and
concluded a course of action which he wrote in aresponsato the Rabbinate of Venice, |
accepted upon myself the ethical insightful advice, just as| have lived [only] through his
directives. |, being alive and willing, annul my understanding before his, asit is
encumbent upon me. | am gathering all of the writings which | have composed up to this
day through [the inspiration of] the Magid and the holy souls, as his excellency desires,
and hiding them so that they will only become public within hislifetime, may helive a
long life, if and when he so desires, since the sages of this generation do not desire such
new Cabalistic compositions to become wide spread |est somehow some damage will
come about through them due to the seriousness and sensitivity of the subject matter.
From now on, | will refrain from writing any more works in the language of the Zohar or
in any language in the name of aMagid or holy souls. In order that the sages of our
generation, may Hashem protect them, be assured that | truly have freely chosen to do
thisand it is not my desire to cause, G-d forbid, any strife amongst the congregation of
Hashem, and that peace shall reign amongst us, for thisiswhat my guide and master, [R.
Y eshaya Bassan,] has directed me to do, | have given this document to my guide and
master in which al of thisis stated. | have accepted all of this upon myself willfully and
with a sound and settled mind without duress. . . We, the undersigned, attest that R.
Moshe Chaim . .. Luzzatto came before us and agreed to the above and accepted it upon
himself with a severe oath and through the power of a stringent excommunication and he
has signed his name which has been validated by us here this day, the third of Menachem
[Av], 5490 (1730) . ..

Nechemia Cha b. Yaakov Cohen,
Y aakov b. Emanuel Blilios,
M oshe Menachem b. Simcha Merori

The Oath Imposed Upon the Ramchal by the Venetian Rabbinate to cease his
Maggidic writing and to hide that which was already written



