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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Describe the attitude of Rav Yonah Landsdorfer, the author of the
Sefer Me'il Tzedakah, towards settling in Eretz Yisragl.

2.  Describethe fate of the migration to Jerusalem of the followers
of Rav Y ehudah Chasid in the year 1700.

3.  Describe the attitude of the Chida (Rav Chaim Y osef David Azulai)
regarding supporting those who live in Eretz Yisradl.

4. Describelifein Safed in the year 1778.

5.  Describe how the Hasidic community of Rav Mendel of Vitebsk in
Eretz Yisragl was able to survive during the years of his leadership
there.

This and much more will be addressed in the eighth lecture of this series:
" Rav Mendel of Vitebsk
and the Founding of the Hasidic Community in Eretz Yisrael" .

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind
as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
guestions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as
well, as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the memory and Li-ilui Nishmas
77y 21911 2°% 712 DYDY

Mr. Walter Segaloff of blessed memory.
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RAV MENDEL OF VITEBSK
AND THE FOUNDING OF THE HASIDIC COMMUNITY IN ERETZ YISRAEL

l. Poverty and the Mitzvah of Living in Eretz Yisrael
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| was asked thefollowing: . .. Thisisin regards to a group of three close friends who decided
to travel to Eretz Yisrael, they, their wives, their infants, and their children, who are at most only
two or three years old. Now most other people, when they heard about these plans, strongly
condemned them. They argued that it was unheard of that someone would be taking such a
dangerous sea voyage over such a long distance to foreign speaking lands with such young
children. Even if a person may have the right to endanger himself, who gave him the right to
endanger such small children. And even if their older children could bear the discomfort of such
adifficult journey, who says that the younger children could do so, especialy the change in the
air and the [violent] motion of the ship. Because of these considerations, the Beth Din of their
city wishes to prevent them from making this journey. Consequently, these upright individuals
want to know whether or not they should refrain from making this journey, despite al that they
have already invested, and whether or not they are legally bound to follow the decree of the Beth
Din.

Teshuva: Let us first explain whether there is a mitzvah to go up to Eretz Yisradl in our times.
Behold we have found that the Ramban does count this mitzvah in his list of mitzvos and bases
himself upon the verse (Deuteronomy 11:31), “. . . and you shall possessit, and dwell init.” [He
also states that] this mitzvah is equal in importance to al of the other mitzvos [combined].
[Furthermore,] the author of the Terumas HaDeshen (Rav Yisrael Isserlein) speaks at length
regarding [the importance of thig] in the eighty eighth chapter of his halachic rulings and so did
the [author of the] Sefer Kol Bo (Chapter 127). [In addition,] the Sefer Kuzari put great emphasis
on traveling there. On the other hand, however, the Tosefos in Kesubos (110b) quoting Rabbainu
Chaim HaKohen wrote that in our times there is no mitzvah to live in Eretz Yisrael, as there are
many mitzvos that are bound up with the land that are [almost] impossible to keep in our time
and if one does not keep them, heisliable to receive severe [Divine] punishment. [Tosefos] aso
writes that if traveling on the road is dangerous, the law to pressure [a spouse] to go up to the
land is not applicable. Now regarding that which Tosefos wrote in the name of Rabbainu Chaim,
Maharit (Moreinu HaRav R. Yosef Trani, the son of Moreinu Rav R. Moshe ben Yosef Trani,
the Mabit) in a teshuva, Chelek Yoreh Deah Sman 28, persuasively proved that the rationale for
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avoiding Eretz Yisrael because of the inability to fulfil the mitzvos there is erroneous and that
this quote [in the name of R. Chaim] must have been incorrectly written by some [novice]
student. - In the Maharit’s novellae to the tractate Kesubos he further elaborates on this and
argues: What does it mean that it is nearly impossible to fulfill the mitzvos there? If [fulfilling the
mitzvos] comes with difficulty, then it is obvious that someone who bears the pain to fulfil them
will receive a double portion of reward. [Take the time to] read through his arguments [in the
original] as he is clearly in the right. The author of the Nesivos Hamishpat is also in agreement
with the Maharit that this quote [in the name of R. Chaim] was originaly only afootnote written
by a novice student [and somehow it later became incorporated in the body of the text]. That
being the case, the period of time (i.e. in the present era, after the destruction of the Temple) is
not a factor [in mitzvah observance] and all times are equal in regards to mitzvah observance,
especially a mitzvah that is included in the 248 positive mitzvos. Such mitzvos can never became
annulled, G-d forbid, as we [previously] proved in regards to various situations. All of the
poskim (halachic authorities) have ruled that one is allowed to pressure one's wife to go up with
him to Eretz Yisrael, asit is quoted without exception by the early poskim who quote the Mishna
in Kesubos as well as the later authorities such as the Maharit, Maharashdam (Moreinu HaRav
R. Shiomo d'Modina), and Mahari (Moreinu Rav Y osef) ben Lev. Consequently we certainly do
not agree with that which is quoted in the name of R. Chaim Kohen that there is presently no
mitzvah and therefore one is not allowed to pressure one' swife to go up with him.

[Regarding the second part of Tosefos,] in which he states that if one is concerned about the
danger of the trip, one should refrain from going, that certainly is the case and, if it is evident
that there is a danger, one cannot put pressure on a spouse to go up to Eretz Yisrael. This,
however, changes with the times. . . . In our times, however, when ships go back and forth every
year in the summer, even though there is [somewhat of] a danger due to pirates, [such a danger
does not change the halacha,] as all roads are bound up with danger of some sort, and [the proof
is that] those who travel the seas are required to make a specia blessing of thanks for being
saved. Despite al of [these common dangers|, however, one is still allowed to pressure one's
spouse to go up to Eretz Yisrael. Certainly, then, when there is no special danger, beyond the
norm, one is alowed to pressure one's spouse. In addition, one should follow the rule of the
Mabit [that when merchants regularly travel the sea or land routes, such travel is not considered
to be overly dangerous|. Therefore, [the dangers of] storms in the sea is not sufficient reason to
refrain from going up to Eretz Yisrael, for if that would be the case, the Mishna should have
made such a distinction and it does not. Therefore any danger due to a tumultuous sea and high
waves is not sufficient justification for refraining from traveling. . . . Let us review what we just
said: If there is no specia danger for small children more than that for older ones, oneis allowed
to take his small children with him. . . . The Rabbis who dwell on the islands write that they have
personally seen people travel to the ends of the earth with infants that are only a day old and
when | asked here one of the travelers who traveled with his infant children, he told me that the
smaller they are, the easier it is for them to bear the motions of the ship. [With this
confirmation,] | felt good that [on my own,] | had arrived at a correct conclusion. It seems to me,
therefore, that even if the [local] Beth Din issues a ruling not to travel there, based upon the
above considerations, one is allowed to rely upon the testimony of those who have [experience]
but yet have never witnessed any adverse [health] effects through traveling. The inexperience of
the local Beth Din in such matters renders their decision invalid. It is akin to having a Beth Din
issuing aruling that the sun has set when it is still clearly visible. . . . - Nonetheless, [in order to
be allowed to pressure a spouse to go up to Eretz Yisrael,] one condition must be met, i.e. that
the means for him to provide a comfortable standard of living (parnasah b’'revach) is readily
available, as the author of the Terumas HaDeshen wrote in his rulings Siman 88. | have seen that
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both the Kol Bo and the Tashbagetz (Sman 562) are also in agreement that if one does not have a
livelihood easily awaiting him, [the stresses of poverty] will drive a person to violate the dictates
of his rational senses as well as the will of his Creator, G-d forbid (Eiruvin 41b), and such a
person will not be able to withstand such pressures. It is possible that if one has an easily
available source of income from [a skill that he acquired in] Chutz L’ Aretz (outside of Eretz
Yisrael) that would enable that person, under normal circumstances, to be supported, then it
would be allowed [for him to move there], for our own eyes have seen that most of those who
comethere are forced to leave, due to the severe conditions of their impoverishment, and, as a
result, their Divine service as well as their Torah study suffers (becomes disturbed). It is self
evident that if one is allowed to leave Eretz Yisrael in order to study Torah under a competent
Rebbi (master), most certainly, then, one should not make the trip to a place where he is not set
up for the study of Torah. Even if he does have funds in Chutz L’ Aretz, it is often very difficult
to access those funds on aregular basis. The underlying principleis: Fortunate is the person who
merits to have an independent source of income, even if it may be sparce, and is thereby able to
serve Hashem [in Eretz Yisrael]. Not everyone, however, is so fortunate. [Consequently,] the
widespread practice is not to travel with small children due to the difficulty of making a
livelihood there which causes harm to the children. [In addition,] unless the children are of
sufficient age to [understand the benefits of living in such a holy environment and] agree to
endure such difficulties, there is a definite possibility that the children will, as a result, abandon a
Torah based life. Many have fallen victim to this. [I hope that] this warning will be sufficient.
We have written in accordance of our understanding. In any case, those in Chutz L’ Aretz who are
able to independently support themselves but travel to Eretz Yisrael and are thereby forced to
live on charity, are not acting correctly. [Our Sages have told us (Berachos 8a)] about the
superiority of independently supporting oneself [over receiving charity] and have commanded us
(Pesachim 112a), “Treat your Shabbos as a weekday [in terms of the meals that you eat] and
don’'t become dependent on the charity of society.” One needs to thoroughly think this through
asitisnot clear [if living in Eretz Yisrael justifies being dependent on charity,] and | don’'t have
a clarity in this matter. Teshuvas M’eil Tzedakah, Siman 26, Rav Yonah Landsdorfer
(1678-1712)
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It seems to me that [under these adverse circumstances| a person cannot pressure his wife to go
up to Eretz Yisrad, (cf. at the end of Sman 75 in Shulchan Aruch Even HaEzer and in the Bais
Shmuel). Since, under all circumstances, he is required to provide for her, it is aterrible injustice
for him to go up to Eretz Yisrael and not fulfill his requirement to support his wife.
Consequently, it is befitting to force that person, in any manner possible [to prevent him from
going], for he has no right to go up to Eretz Yisrael and thereby starve his wife . . . Teshuvas
Chasam Sofer Volume 3:132
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... Now | would like to tell you the truth, for we have learned in the Sfrel Parshas R eih that the
needs of those who live in Eretz Yisrael come before the needs of those who live in Chutz
L’ Aretz. Now although the Bach in Yoreh Deah Sman 251 wrote that the needs of the poor of
one’'s own city take precedence over the needs of the poor of Eretz Yisrael and brings a proof
from the Braiisa which Rav Yosef quotes in Bava Metzia 71 which does not make any
distinction and simply states that the poor of one’s own city takes precedence, his proof is not
valid. This is because Rav Yosef’'s Braaisa is explaining the verse of “Im Kesef Talveh es Ami”
(When you loan money to a member of My nation . . . (Exodus 22:24)) and in the verse there is
no hint of [the priority of supporting the poor of Eretz Yisrael]. But the Sfrei [Parshas R elh] is
discussing the verse (Deuteronomy 15:7), “[If there is among you a poor man of one of your
brothers] inside any of your gates in your land,” and one can well argue that the needs of those
who live in Eretz Yisrael come before the needs of even one's own city [in Chutz L’ AretZ].
Therefore, the proof [of the Bach] is not rigorous. Therefore | have seen that the Shach repeated
[the Bach’s ruling] with the expression, “it seems to be’, [rather than “it is evident”]. The
Maharshach Siman 35 stated it with the express, “it is possible”. The hand that pushes away [this
proof] is outstretched (in full force) against the voice of he who offered it. However, you should
listen to what | am saying: Y ou should know that [our Sages] stated in the Sfrei that the mitzvah
of living in Eretz Yisrael is equal in importance to al of the other mitzvos of the Torah
[combined]. The mitzvah applies equaly in its [present] state of ruin as when it is fully settled.
According to the Ramban, [living in Eretz Yisrael] is considered to be one of the 248 positive
mitzvos of the Torah and no [authority ever ruled that] you are free from fulfilling this mitzvah.
If you will seek out its secret [quality], you will find it to be the finest incense (besamim rosh),
for in Eretz Yisrael every prayer and every supplication that is offered rises up to Heaven above
and is as effective as a burnt offering. Whereas in the lands of the other nations there exists a
barrier that separates [one from Heaven] and the confused (blulim) prayers rise up from an
impure land or together with ministering angels in a mundane manner. How can a [dedicated]
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servant of G-d fulfill, [at least partialy,] the [mitzvah of] living in Eretz Yisrael and have a
portion in the Torah studied in Eretz Yisrael, so that he be accepted [in G-d's eyes], unless he
supports those who actually are living there? [Behold] we have learned about the greatness of
enabling another person to fulfill a mitzvah (Bava Basra 9a) and [supporting those who live
there] is considered as if he himself were dwelling in Shalem (Jerusalem). Go out and see the
words of the great Gaon, Moreinu Rav Y osef Kolon (Maharik) at the end of Shoresh (Chapter) 5
regarding the funds that were pledged toward supporting the poor of Jerusalem, may it be rebuilt
and established, when emissaries came to collect funds for the building of a synagogue there, and
he ruled that they may divert the funds donated to support the poor towards this cause [of
building the synagogue]. This is what he wrote: “[It would seem that] one must come to the
conclusion that distributing the funds [for the cost of rebuilding the synagogue] does not
constitute a change of the specified use of the funds. This is because the very fact that these
donors decided to help the poor of Jerusalem instead of the poor of their own cities or countries
is aclear indication that they desire thereby to gain through this the merit of enabling people to
actually live there, as the merit [of living in Jerusalem] is great, for it is [in Jerusalem] that
Hashem has commanded that His blessings be said in His name and that they shall serve Him.”
There is so much to learn from [the Maharik’s] sweet, holy, and pure statement. O generation
(see Jeremiah 2:31), you can see that more than three hundred years have passed since the Gaon
Maharik of blessed memory, who lived around the year 1480, and it was already the custom to
send donations to Eretz Yisrael and emissaries were sent [from those that experienced] the
anguished darkness and exhaustion from [living on] the mountain which Hashem desired as His
dwelling place. In addition, we learn of the philanthropists amongst the people who neglected
their own poor [relatives] and the poor of their cities in order to provide for the poor of
Jerusalem, the place where the Master of the House hung up His weapons (see Bava Metzia
84b), for there is His home. These [philanthropists] tasted of the Z chus (merit) that the Jewish
people shall stand on the holy mountain, for it is a great Z chus. And ours is an even greater
Z chus for through this we will enable them to have a share in the mitzvah of living in Eretz
Yisradl, in their prayers, and in the Torah of Eretz Yisrael which fills the land like [fruit fills] the
top bough [of atreg] all the way up to the gates of Heaven, His dwelling place. Teshuvas Y osef
Ometz Siman 19, Rav Chaim Y osef David Azulai

. Rabbi Y ehudah Chasid and the Mass Migration to Jerusalem
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On the eve of the Sabbath, [the third of Cheshvan 5461 (1700)], our Master, went to immerse
himself in the mikveh . . . he soon becameill . . . and sent for adoctor . . ., a Sefardi scholar (Rav
Rephael Mordechai Malki) who was an outstanding Torah authority and medical expert. On the
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day of Shabbos, our Master got up, washed, and began to pray. About a half hour later, he had a
relapse and was forced to go back to bed. He lingered until Monday, and then he died. . . . Before
we came to the holy city [of Jerusalem] a synagogue was built . . . [It was attached to a courtyard
which] consisted of about forty houses and a beautiful Study Hall, full of sefarim. ... They had
to use their money to pay bribes to the Moslem leaders of Jerusalem to let them expand the
origina synagogue. . . . For this, they had to pay them 500 thalers [per year, above and beyond
their yearly payment of 500 thalers.] . . . Similarly, every Arab leader demanded bribes. . . . We
were forced to borrow from the Arabs at interest . . . and as a result, the debts mounted. ... [In
order to force us to pay], they would arrest and imprison us. As soon as we were released by one
creditor, we were again imprisoned to satisfy the debts of another creditor. . . . In addition, the
tax collectors would lie in wait to ensnare us like wolves seeking their prey. . . . There wasn't
anything in our homes to sustain our souls or the souls of our children. . . . We were forced to
give the money of our livelihood to the Arabs to pay off our debts to avoid imprisonment. . . .
We and our children were left completely naked and utterly lacking. . . . Sefer Sha'alu Shalom
Y erushalayim

1. Rav Menachem Mendel and the Hasidic Settlement of the Holy Land
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Blessed be Hashem who has kept us alive and sustained us and brought us to the Holy Land on
the fifth of Elul, 5537 (1777) in peace. Very few were lost on the way. Even that ship that [was
driven off course] toward Crimea had very few passengers [to begin with]. [Thankfully,]
those noted individuals who survived the shipwreck were saved in a supernatural manner. . . .
Hashem blessed my journey as we traversed the Black Seain only forty eight hours and most of
us traveled together in one ship and traveled over the Mediterranean [from Turkey to Eretz
Yisrael] in only seven days. The other group made the trip in [only] nine days. Behold there was
a group who traveled from the city of Constantinople for the purpose of visiting the graves of
their ancestors whose trip lasted twenty two days, [instead of seven or nin€]. . . . Behold when
we traveled on land to the [port of] Galati, through all of Walachia (Romania), which lasted
approximately a week, we encountered absolutely no opposition. R. Yisrael of Politzik, 9 lyar
5538 (1778)
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Many impoverished people assembled and came [to Eretz Yisrael]. Even though at first glance it
would seem that these people acted foolishly in relying on miracles and compromising their lives
together with the lives of their wives and children, nonetheless, after deliberation, | realized that
the intention and attitude of many of them was truly for the sake of Heaven, these are [among]
the outstanding members of our community, masters of Torah and Divine service. | am referring
to those who remained in the Holy Land, for although large numbers of them joined us to come
to Eretz Yisrael HaKedoshah (holy), many of them turned back; some in the middle of the way,
some by the sea shore and others by Istanbul. In addition, through our great sins from the effects
of the evil eye (from jealousy), when one ship [of ours] was wrecked, the survivors returned
home. [Furthermore,] a great number of them returned home after arriving in the Holy Land, for
they didn't have the merit of settling in it. Behold, had they al come, they would have covered
the face of the land. Of those who stayed here with us, those who joined up with us, ther
[seeming] foolishness was successful, for [it was actually motivated by] their wisdom which
stood them in good stead. They are truly G-d fearing and perfect in their ways. This being the
case, | now ask you, O noblemen, ariseto assist Hashem with the mighty ones. Behold that was
directed by Hashem. His mouth commanded and His breath assembled them. Similarly, a group
of Sephardim from the holy community of Tunis came at that time [to join us], a group of
approximately one hundred and thirty souls. Some of them were wealthy and others poor. Some
were learned and others were unlearned. It is not for us to delve into the hidden matters of
Hashem and ask why this was so.

Behold my witness is in Heaven. My Father in Heaven is my witness that | did not encourage
them to join us. On the contrary, | yelled at them and argued with those [who | knew were
planning on coming]. [In fact,] | wasn't even aware of the presence of most of them. Behold, I, in
my impoverished state prepared, with G-d's help, enough to sustain myself. Amongst those that
were with my group were those that were economicaly well off and philanthropically inclined.
We didn't have the ability, however, to sustain the others that joined us and we feel under
tremendous strain. We have already spent hundreds of large coins on their behalf and we have no
source to replenish the loss (literally: The soil taken out of a pit cannot refill its cavity). Most
certainly thisis the case today when none of us can find a livelihood because of our unfamiliarity
with the local language and customs. Each one of us is subsisting on the money which we
brought, which cannot sustain the community. You can clearly see that we were almost
immediately forced to send the elder scholar, R. Yisragl Politzker. . .. These are the words of
the truly humble Menachem Mendel b. HaRav Moshe, of blessed memory. 5538 (1778), Tzefas.
Sefer Pri HaAretz, Letter 2
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We came to the Holy Land, to the holy city of Tzefas (Safed), may it be speedily rebuilt and
established in our own days, myself and my entire family, the young and old, together with our
entire group, more than three hundred souls in all, and together with our great master, the holy
and famous Hasid, R. Menachem Mendel. . . . At this time, Hashem shined forth his compassion
and great kindness . . . and we found in Tzefas many large and goodly houses that were
unoccupied (for the last seventeen years since the great earthquake of 1760). At the moment we
are davening (praying) in the synagogue of the Bais Yosef (R. Yosef Caro). There are three
synagogues that remain standing and many which are desolate [and in need of repair]. In
addition, they are building a new synagogue for us. We immerse ourselves in the mikveh of the
Arizal. We pray at the graves of the holy and great [tzaddikim], especially the Arizal, as well as
by the graves of the Neviim, Tanaim, and Amoraim, of blessed memory. . . . In the little that |
have tasted [of the land], my eyes have become more enlightened than all of the days that | lived
in Chutz L'Aretz (outside of the land of Israel). | have merited much. . . . One can't begin to
describe the great peace that rests in the holy city of Tzefas. Behold, there is plenty of room for
everyone and it will be possible to find a livelihood as soon as we settle. We are not familiar,
however, as of yet, with the language and customs of the land. Even now, every type of food is
available in the market place as well as other items. The only problem is with the grain which is
very expensive due to a plague of locusts and the war that only recently ended. ... R.Yisrad
of Politzik, 9 lyar 5538 (1778)
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We found that the city was peaceful and calm, after having experienced a civil war in which
everyone was afraid to leave their place. We actually see the great kindness which Hashem acted
towards us that a state of peace had just been inaugurated right before we came to the sanctity of
the land, the source of life. We can't begin to relate the tremendous sanctity of the land and its
extraordinary praises. . . . | want to inform you of the great kindness that Hashem showered upon
us that we found grace in the eyes of al of the Sefardim and Ashkenazim who live in the cities
of Israel. They view themselves as mere grasshoppers in comparison to our brotherhood [of
Hasidim]. For they have sent messages from the holy city of Jerusalem, begging us to settle
amongst them. In addition, the city of Tiberias has frequently requested us to live amongst them.
We visited the holy city of Tiberias, may it be speedily rebuilt and established in our own days,
on Rosh Chodesh Shevat and we stayed there about two weeks. To them it felt like only a few
days because of the great love and desire that each one of them has that we all live together. The
great and famous man of G-d, R. Menachem Mendel, made a shidduch (matrimonial match) for
his extraordinary son, R. Moshe, with the daughter of a great scholar, famous for his Torah, piety
and wealth. He gave a dowry of a sum of eight hundred lion thalers. He is from the most
precious and prestigious Sefardim in Jerusalem. This scholar is a mechutan (related through
marriage) to the Chief Rabbi of Tiberias who has just been appointed to become the Rav of a
large province in the Ottoman Empire. All of the Sefardim are aware of the testimony that was
gathered in Chutz L'Aretz (outside of Isragl) [against the Hasidim]. Through the kindness of
Hashem, however, they viewed it with derision and scorn . . . just asit is viewed by the members
of our brotherhood [of Hasidim]. . . . Avraham b. R. Alexander Katz, of blessed memory [of
Kalisk]. Pri HaAretz, Letter 3, 5538 (1778)

IV.  TheDifficulties of Maintaining the Settlement of Hasidim
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Behold, at the time we came to the Holy Land, we found it destroyed and desolate and there was
no person to serve the L-rd in truth. The Ashkenazim who originally lived there are lacking
intelligence and torment and distress those who serve Hashem. There are exceptions, though.
The elder scholar, R. Wolf Stanover, and R. Uri of the holy community of Vilna, truly desire to
serve Hashem. The new immigrants, who recently came from Volhyn, Podolia, and the Ukraine,
even though we spent a great fortune on them, as we saw them in an impoverished and humbled
state, after we were no longer able to support them, joined forces with the other Ashkenazim to
torment and curse us, especially, HaRav . . . and also . . . - In the city of Tzefas we only found
completely evil people, believers in Shabbtai Tzvi, may his name be blotted. The Ashkenazim
joined forces with them and oppressed us terribly. This was combined with poverty, humiliation,
and actual danger of life. The governor, may his name be blotted, came to us with false claims
and threatened us saying, “1 swear that I'll put all of you in chains!” Because of this, | becameill
and bedridden for severd months this past year. But the worst thing is the immense Chilul
Hashem (desecration of G-d's name), as they taunted us the entire time saying, “Where is your
G-d ...” | can't begin to describe the degradation and humiliation that those that fear Hashem
(Hasidim) experienced. We literaly became a laughing stock in their eyes. Behold we have
already suffered at the hands of the evil ones in Chutz L'Aretz (outside of the Land of Israel) but
it was only infinitessmal compared to what we experienced here.

But now we wish to express our thanks to the Almighty for what he has done for us. Blessed be
Hashem who has provided for us salvation and has lifted the destitute from the dust and dung
heap, by bringing us the great Rabbi, Shlomo Zalman HaK ohen, our emissary, in health together
with sufficient funds. He brought with him letters and rulings of the elder Gaon and the trustees
of the Land of Israel Fund in the city of Brody to correct the past and pay off the debts of the
individuals and the community and, even more importantly, they instituted a regular dependable
system for the yearly distribution of funds. Who can relate the power and miracles that Hashem
has wrought. This is the beginning of the Redemption as His name has become glorified and
sanctified in the eyes of all, as [our enemies] have become seized with fright and have no place
to flee and hide. May Hashem remove the evil from the land and may it become filled with those
that serve Him (Hasidim) as part of His complete redemption. Amen. . . . Behold my friends,
brothers and colleagues, you should surely know that | realize without a doubt that the suffering
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that passed upon us these last three years is the suffering that is entailed with [settling] Eretz

Yisrael (See Berachos 5a). . . . If someone says that this suffering is as a result of our traveling
with a large contingent and with public fanfare, and that a wise man can avoid such suffering,
[he is simply misguided)]. . . . It is not in our hands to avoid such suffering. . . . Because of the

agony that we experienced through the governor, | went with my dear friend, the great Rav and
holy lamp, R. Avraham HaKohen, [of Kalisk], may his lamp shine brightly, to the holy city of
Tiberias. We saw clearly that the Sefardim of that holy city are tzaddikim and of perfect faith,
especialy the erudite R. David Ashkenazi. . . . Sefer Pri HaAretz, Letter 4, 5541 (1781)
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We are expressing our thanks to Hashem for all of the good that He did for the Jewish people to
save, before our very eyes, through our efforts, the remnant of our Jewish brethren and their
households from the famine, plague, and sword that was all around us and which affected the
surrounding countryside which was in a state of upheaval, as is well known. . . . This involved
inordinate expense due to the prolonged famine and the terrible conditions . . . It was impossible
for us to borrow money. [Our only recourse was to] buy inferior merchandise for exorbitant sums
on credit with interest and to immediately resell the merchandise at alossin order to gain enough
money to sustain us. Because of this we incurred tremendous debts with immense pressure for
repayment from the creditors. So many creditors came to us at one time that they blocked our
way [on the street] and we could barely escape them. Afterwards, it became impossible to obtain
any more loans from the city and we couldn't even obtain them from the merchants of Acco. We
simply ran out of money to purchase any food and bought food and other necessities on interest
of three times the amount. By the time the money came in from Chutz L'Aretz, we couldn't
obtain food even through that means. Blessed be Hashem who sustained us through the monies
sent through our emissary and we were able to pay off some of our debt and with the rest of the
monies were able to sustain ourselves temporarily. Hashem finally had compassion for His
people and the plague stopped by mid Kislev. Blessed be the G-d of Israel. Sefer Pri HaAretz,
Letter 16, 5546 (1786)
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V. The Travels and Travails of Rav Nachman of Breslau
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Our master, z'l, went to the grave site of his grandfather, Rabbi Nachman [Horodenker], z"l. He
also hired donkey drivers and they traveled to al of the [burial] caves. . . . Then [finally] our
master ordered his attendant to go to Haifa and book passage on a boat that would take him out
of the country. While the attendant was there, a ship arrived bringing the renowned Gaon and
chasid of the community of Shepitovka as well as Rabbinic emissaries, [who were returning
from their fund raising mission]. They were afraid, however, to bring the money that they raised
back to Tiberias as there was a [feared] informant there at the time. They were forced to hand
over their money to [R. Nachman's] attendant [who was above suspicion]. . . As aresult, [before
he was able to rent space in the boat,] he was forced to return to Tiberias with the money. When
he came back to Tiberias, our master, z'l, said, "It seems that Hashem still wants us to remain in
Eretz Yisrael for awhile." He then told him to hire donkey drivers to take him to Jerusalem, the
holy city. When the saintly Rav of Kalisk heard of this, he beseeched him not to go there. When
the Tzaddik of Shepitovka came to Tiberias, he made a great feast that night in honor of our
master, z'l, and showed him much endearment. They then spoke in private, no one was present
at the time. But as a result, our master made peace between the holy Rav of Shepitovka and the
holy Rav of Kalisk. Shortly afterwards, an epidemic broke out in the city and he was forced to
flee his lodging and seek another lodging. Afterwards, the plague spread there as well and he
was forced to flee Tiberias. His flight from Tiberias in the midst of an epidemic was fraught with
danger, for the city's gate was locked and he was forced to evacuate the city via a cave that led to
the city's wall which was adjacent to the shore of the Kineret. He wanted to climb up to the top
of the wall and go down from there to the other side. As he was about to descend, and he was
hanging on the other side of the wall, he took a look and realized that the sea was right below
him. He then lifted his heart to Hashem and Hashem saved him in His mercy. He departed the
city in peace and made his way to the holy city of Safed where he stayed a few days until he
received the report that the French were about to attack Acre. 1bid. #19
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The immensity of the danger in which they found themselves on their return is indescribable.
The ship that they boarded was actually a warship which was filled with Turks. They were the
only Jews on board. The Turks, especially Turkish fighters, would as a rule abduct Jews and sell
them at adistant port as slaves. Our master, z"l, was greatly fearful of this. ... The ship arrived
on the fourteenth day of Nissan on the island of Rhodes. They realized that it was inhabited by
Jews and they could purchase there matzos for Passover and the four cups. I bid. #22



