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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What was the background of Sarah, the wife of R.
Menachem Nachum, the Magid of Chernoble.

2. Describe R. Menachem Nachum's attitude toward
poverty and the impoverished.

3.  Who were his mentors?

4. Inwhat way was his approach to Hasidus dissmilar to
that of R. Shneur Zalman? In which way wasit similar?

5. What work did he author?

This and much more will be addressed in the ninth lecture
of this series. "Rabbi Menachem Nachum Twersky and the
Dynasty of Chernoble".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline,
we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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RABBI MENACHEM NACHUM TWERSKY
AND THE DYNASTY OF CHERNOBLE

l. The Disciple of the Early Hasidic Masters
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The great and holy Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernoble, of blessed memory, was
born in the year 5490 (1730) in the city of Gornisk, in the province of Volhyn. He was
the son of R. Tzvi b. R. Nachum Gaon, of blessed memory. Sefer Kerem Yisrael Chapt.
22
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R. Nachum was orphaned from his father at an early age and was raised by his father's
brother and went on to study in one of the Lithuanian yeshivos. Through his diligence, he
made tremendous strides in his learning and surpassed his colleagues. When his future
father-in-law, who was a very prestigious person, came to the yeshivain which R.
Nachum studied to look for a future husband for his daughter, he asked [the Rosh

Y eshiva] to point out to him the bochur (young man) whom he felt to be far and above
the other students of the yeshiva. The Rosh Y eshiva showed him R. Nachum who [in his
estimation] was far superior to anyone else. Subsequently, amatch was arranged.  Sefer
Kerem Yisrael Chapt. 22, note 1
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The name of R. Nachum's wife was Sarah. She was a descendant of R. Yitzchak Shapiro,
the Chief Rabbi of Kovno and Lublin, the son of R. Nosson Nota, the Chief Rabbi of
Horodno, the author of Mavo Shearim. Sefer Kerem Yisrael Chapt. 22
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Sarah, the wife of the Rav and Tzaddik, R. Nachum of Chernoble, was a descendant of R.
Nosson Shapiro, of blessed memory, the author of the Mavo Shearim and Imrei Shefer on
Rashi's commentary. He was the grandfather of the author of the Megaleh Amukos, R.
Nosson Nota, the Chief Rabbi of Cracow. [R. Nosson] was the son of the holy Gaon, R.
Shimshon Shapiro, who was the son of R. Shlomo Shapiro, the Chief Rabbi of Heilbrin
and Landau, who was the son of R. Shmuel Shapiro, the sonin law of the Gaon, R.
Matisyahu Treves, the Chief Rabbi of the city of Paris and the whole of France. [R.
Shmuel] was a descendant of Rashi. All of the generations from Rashi until R. Shlomo
Shapiro, were entirely dedicated to the study of Torah. Sefer Kerem Yisrael Chapt. 22
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After hiswedding, R. Nachum supported himself, as did the majority of Torah scholars at
that time, by teaching students with great acumen and depth. He felt, however, unfulfilled
and started to study in depth the works of Kabbalah, the writings of the Arizal and R.
Chaim Vital. [As aresult,] he tormented his body and fasted. [He reached such a spiritual
state, that] a Magid [spiritual being] came to him to teach him the secrets of the Torah. R.
Nachum didn't want to receive communications from him, as he recognized him to be a
Magid who embodied the forces of evil and whose teachings were not true.
[Consequently,] he drove him away. On another occassion, an angel, one of the Magidim
who embodied the truth of the Torah, came to him and desired to teach him but R.
Nachum refused to accept [him] as he stated that he didn't need him. Sefer Kerem
Yisrael Chapt. 22, note 1
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The holy R. Nachum of Chernoble, may his merit protect us, was a lofty tzaddik whose
light shone in the Heavens and was the wonder of his generation whose praisesfill the
world. Hewas the lion [the most prominent] of his colleagues. Many of Israd were
directed by hislight. He originally visited his master, the Baal Shem Tov, of blessed
memory. After his holy light was hidden, he became a close disciple of the great Magid,
R. Dov Ber of Mezrich. [R. Nachum] was the author of the outstanding work, Me'or
Einiyim, acommentary to the Torah. His soul rose to Heaven in the year 5558 (1797) on
the eleventh of Marcheshvan. May his merit protect us. Sefer Kerem Yisrael Chapt. 24
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According to tradition, R. Nachum visited the Baal Shem Tov on only two occasions. In
his Me'or Einayim, however, herefers to him as his master. As R. Nachum was on his
way to visit the Baal Shem Tov, the Besht, through the Divine spirit, realized that he was
coming, and told his wife to prepare abundantly for the Shabbos in preparation for a great
man who is coming to them. When R. Nachum finally arrived, the Baal Shem Tov acted
towards him in an angry manner and told his wife to be very much on guard from this
guest. She was very taken aback as[R. Nachum] was a holy man. The Besht replied, "But
he wants to steal through his good deeds all of Gan Eden (Paradise) and Olam Haba (the
World to Come). Sefer Kerem Yisrael Chapt. 24, note 6
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Rav Yitzchak of Skvira, of blessed memory, related the following story: Right before the
passing of the great Magid [of Mezrich], his holy disciples asked him, "Who amongst the
holy [of Israel] should we turn to to become our Rav and leader?' He replied to them that
they should scrutinize and analyze to determine which amongst them came to this world
to correct the defects of the souls of the living and the dead. They should accept that
tzaddik to become their leader and Rav. After the passing of their master, after much
scrutiny, they decided to appoint R. Nachum as their leader and master. Only one of the
disciples of the Magid refused to accept him. Asaresult, he was not chosen to be their
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leader. The Tzaddikim of the generation commented that if they had indeed appointed R.
Nachum, the Hasidic movement would have remained with a central leader and wouldn't
have divided into so many sects. Sefer Kerem Yisrael Chapt. 24, note 7
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R. Yaakov Y osef of Polonoah, the author of the work, "Toldos Y aakov Y osef" said
regarding R. Nachum, "The world says that R. Nachum is atzaddik." Those who heard
hiswords interpreted it to be a derogatory statement. He himself, however, quickly
explained hiswords and said, "The world says that R. Nachum is atzaddik. [It is not
true!] Heis actually ten tzaddikim [in one]. Every tzaddik has a special approach in his
study of Torah, his prayers, his charity, and all of his other character traits. Each
approach is based upon the root of their respective souls reflecting one of the ten Sefiros.
In that unigue and limited approach is that person atzaddik. R. Nachum is atzaddik in
every one of the character traits and aspects [of life]." Sefer HaY achas MeChernoble,
Chap. 1 note 2
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The holy R. Menachem Nachum of Chernoble, whose soul restsin Eden, [who merited to
also bein the sanctuary of our master, the Besht, whose soul rests in Eden,] had great
affection for our master, [R. Shneur Zalman,] and would tremble at his very name and
mention. [| found a source that stated that when the writings of the Tanya reached the
holy Rabbi, [R. Nachum,] he remarked, "The name of the author of this holy work,
Shneur (two lights), hints at two facets of light: light that comes straight [from the
Divine] and reflective light [that comes from man], i. e. the Written Torah and the Oral
Torah, the revealed and the hidden."] He also visited our master in Liozna. On one
occasion, our master, [R. Shneur Zalman,] sent a pidyon nefesh (money for the
redemption of hissoul) to him. [R. Nachum's] son, R. Mordechai of Chernoble was a
mechutan (related through marriage) with our master as his son, R. Yaakov Yisrael, was
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asonin law of the Mittler Rebbi (the intermediate or second Rebbi of Chabad), the son
of our master. Our master attended the wedding in the year 5571 (1811). After the
passing of the holy R. Menachem Nachum, our master came to his son, R. Mordechal, to
console him. Sefer Bais Rebbi pp. 126-127

1. The Impoverished Rav and Magid of Chernoble
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The holy Rabbi lived alife of poverty and bare subsistence. When he gained renown for
his greatness and holiness, he was appointed as the Rav and Magid of the city of
Chernoble. When R. Baruch of Mezhibezh heard of the great honors that he was
afforded, he made the comment, "If such [honor is afforded] to those who transgress His
will, most certainly those who fulfill Hiswill are deserving [of such honors]." (See
Nedarim 50b) He immediately explained his words: "The Holy One, blessed be He,
desires that the Tzaddikim should enjoy great honors, and yet they flee from honor and
thus violate Hiswill. Those Tzaddikim who fulfill Hiswill, most certainly deserve to
have even greater honor." Sefer HaY achas M'Chernaoble, Chapter 1 note 5
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Rav Yitzchak of Skvira, of blessed memory, related the following story: Originally, his
grandfather, R. Nachum of Chernoble, of blessed memory, was desperately
impoverished. Besides for one fur coat, he didn't even possess anything to protect himself
from the cold of winter. When he needed to go out at night in the winter to immerse
himself in the river, as was his holy custom, his wife would accompany him to protect
him. She would wear the fur coat on the way to the river. When they returned home from
the river, he would wear the fur coat. [In addition,] between his shoulders, the top of his
undergarment, which is known as a"capota’, was ripped to shreds; in fact, his skin
almost showed through, and he didn't have the means of repairing it. When his condition
improved alittle, he bought himself an upper garment, which is known asa"tuzlik",
[which went over the ripped "capota’]. At thistime, he decided to travel by foot to visit
the Baal Shem Tov, which hedid. . . . He spent much time by the Baal Shem Tov and
become one of his prime disciples. Afterwards, as soon as he came home, he was
appointed to the position of Magid in a certain town. They gave him asalary of three
pitaks a week, [which is approximately four and an half kopeks|. Afterwards, he was
appointed to serve as aMagid in another town from which he received five pitaks a week
(approximately 7.5 kopeks). Afterwards, he was appointed to serve in the town of
Chernoble. There they gave him asalary of aruble, [which isthe equivalent of twenty
five kopeks]. A certain man of means of the town gave him, [in addition to his salary,]
another four rubles a week, [which is the equivalent of a silver ruble]. Sipurim
U'Maamorim Yekarim, R. Yeshaya Tzurknik
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Once, R. Nachum wasiill for a prolonged period and he needed [financial] assistance. He
sent an emissary to the Hasidic brotherhood of our country (Reissin-White Russia). Our
master, [R. Shneur Zalman,] sent this following letter of approbation:

Having greeted you all appropriately, | wish to pour out my soul to you, those that love
Hashem's Name, and to present my sincere request in order to inspire a pure spirit of
generosity towards the fulfillment of agreat and awesome mitzvah, to be from the
supporters of the holy Torah by supporting that pious and holy scholar, one who
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possesses a deep and broad knowledge of the Torah, "the chariot of Israel and itsriders”,
aholy and G-dly man, R. Nachum b. R. Tzvi, the Magid of Chernoble. He has become
struck by Hashem for an extended period of time and his expenses have come to the
thousands. Heis still suffering with the pangs of "Divine love". May Hashem hed him
and restore him back to the former good health of his youth. Because of this, his holy
hand is outstreched through his letter delivered by his faithful emissary, that man of pure
spirit who is the bearer of thisletter, who is offering him his support through his
righteous right hand. | have therefore come to lend my help in order that he receive a
goodly portion, for one elevates his commitment in matters of sanctity. This tzedakah
(charity) has the power of bringing closer the salvation and the redemption of our souls.
Regarding such a person, silenceisaform of praise and | have therefore been brief. |
trust in your abundant and trustworthy kindness that you will hearken to these words and
it will haveits desired effect. May Hashem bless you for this many times over and may
Hashem grant, through the merit of your tzedakah (charity), peace and life for ever in
great abundance. . . . Shneur Zalman ben R. Baruch, of blessed memory. Sefer Bais
Rebbi p. 127
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The Rav and Magid, R. Menachem Nachum, gave a Sefer Chasidim as a pledge. When
he gives us a silver ruble we will return the sefer back to him.  Minutes of the Chevrah
Mishnayos of Chernaoble, quoted in " Hayachas M'Chernaoble” Chapter 19 note 1
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It would seem that the essential reason for R. Nachum's lack of material success was his
custom of showing greater warmth and care towards the poor Hasidim that would come
to him for help rather than towards those of wealth. Whenever a poor man would come,
he would speak with him at length. Whereas he only spent a short period of time with the
wealthy person who [waited in line and] came in after him. When [these people of
wealth] were ready to give him an appropriate pidyon, . . . herefused to accept it from
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them and told them to go to a certain place and to give a certain sum to a specific poor
man and only then would his request be fulfilled. Once, one of his close Hasidim asked
him, "Why doesn't the holy Rabbi act like Rabbainu HaKadosh (R. Y ehudah HaNas)),
whom [the Tamud (Eiruvin 86a) states,] "Rabbi honored the wealthy"? He replied, "Why
shouldn't | act like the Creator of whom it is stated (Isaiah 57:15), 'l dwell together with
the downtrodden and the meek' and (Psalms 109:31) 'For he stands at the right hand of
the destitute'?' At other times he would answer, "1 understand very well that which Rabbi
lifted up hisfingers and said that he hadn't had pleasure from this world, even a small
finger's worth. In that respect | would like to emulate him. The Rambam, of blessed
memory, said it well, 'Divorce thisworld and become betrothed to the next world.™ Sefer
HaY achas M'Chernoble Chapter 19, note 1

[1. In the Footsteps of the Baal Shem Tov and the Mezricher Magid
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[R. Menachem Nachum] would deliver a drashah (homiletic discourse) every Shabbos on
the Parsha (Torah portion of the week) as well as appropriate discourses on the holidays.
In the morning and evening, he would teach Tamud, specifically those sections that have
practical implications, Agadic material to engage them emotionally, and those sections
that were appropriate for the specific time of year. At other times, he would share with
them his Torah insights even on the weekdays. Preface to Meor Einiyim
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If a person would have this understanding and faith, then he wouldn't run after making a
livelihood day and night. In the words of the sage, "If a person wouldn't run after his
livelihood, then his livelihood would run after him." For in truth, the root of the souls of
Israel ison alevel higher than al of thisworld and its contents. The nature of everything
isto desire to merge with that which is above its level. This holds especially true with
regards to a person of Isradl for whom the entire creation was made . . . for he and the
Torah are in unison together with Hashem. That which the world runs after their
livelihood is because they are disattached from their root and from the Torah and the
majority of their actions are debased and not in concert with the Torah. Not only are they
not arousing themselves [spiritually], as they experience the desires and pleasures of this
world, which are acquired with silver and gold, in order to bring the fallen [sparks of
Divineg] attributes, which are trapped and condensed in them, closer [to their spiritual
root], but on the contrary, they are falling even lower, for they don't act according to the
Torah. As aresult, the silver and gold are on a higher level than they, for they certainly
contain the condensed Divine attributes, asis stated above, and they have no power to
debase themselves. Therefore, the person runs after the level which is higher than he,
which isthe silver and gold. . . . In truth, if he would follow the path that | previously
outlined, his livelihood would chase after him in order to be united with him in order that
it be united with its higher root from which it wastaken. Sefer Meor Einiyim, Parshas
V'Eschanan
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The underlying principle isthat all physical things and creations are only a mashal
(metaphor or allegory) through which one can understand true reality, which isthe
Divine force inherent in that thing. As aresult, it can be said (Isaiah 6:3), "Theworld is
filled with His glory." For instance, when ateacher desiresto explain a[difficult] subject
to a student, very often the only way to do so isto simplify the subject matter and clothe
itinaform that is accessible to the student. Through this, the student can grasp the thing
[and eventually understand it] asit truly exists. Similarly, that is the intention of the
Creator in Hisworld. He engraved the higher Divine attributes in debased and material
things. Sefer Meor Einiyim, Parshas Pinchas
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Behold, it iswritten (Psalms 103:19), "He reigns completely everywhere,”" for every
placeis part of the expanse of His kingdom, even in the kelipos (lit. husksi.e. the forces
of evil). [Wefind asimilar thought in] Scripture (Ex. 19:6), "And you shall become for
me a kingdom of priests' i. e. the Torah was given to Isragl on condition that they accept
His kingship upon them in every place [and sphere]. On whatever level they find
themselves, they should cling to Hashem, even if it happens that they fall, G-d forbid, to
the place of the kelipos. Even from there, they should arise and return to their old
righteous ways, asis stated in Scripture (Prov. 24:16), "For the righteous man falls seven
times and yet arises.” Thisisreferred to by Shlomo HaMelech (King Solomon), of
blessed memory (Ecc. 8:14), "Thereisavanity . . . in which the righteous experience the
lot of the evil." Sefer Meor Einiyim ParshasVaYeira
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For in truth, daas (intimate knowledge of Hashem) is the essential thing that brings a
person to complete fear and love of Hashem. When a person knows and believes that the
whole world isfull of His glory and there is no place that exists that is empty of Him, and
that He is the ultimate [source] of delightful pleasure, blessed be He and blessed is His
Name, the life of al of the living, [then a person realizes while experiencing any
pleasure,] that if Hashem's light would cease, G-d forbid, from that which was created, it
would automatically revert to nothingness, and in like manner all of the worlds, superior
and inferior, and therefore, that Hashem is the source of al of these things[and
pleasures|. As aresult, when aperson istruly is convinced of this, he can no longer have
any desire for [anything of] thisworld, since its essence is [ultimately] the Creator,
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blessed be He. If s, it isfar better to cling to the true source of pleasure and not to
separate himself, G-d forbid, [in the manner which is stated in Scripture] (Prov. 16:28),
"A complainer separates himself from his authority" i.e. the authority of the universe.
Thisisreferring to His Shechina, for all of the things [of the universe] are called, ina
manner of speech, Shechina which refersto the life force of Hashem which dwellsin all
things. If he acts like the common people, then he will separate, G-d forbid, [himself
from Hashem]. Therefore, it is certainly incumbent upon someone of intelligence (daas)
to see in everything its inner essence which sustains it, which is His Shechina, blessed be
He, and to cling unto Him, and to come, [as aresult,] to fear and love of Hashem.  Sefer
Meor Einiyim ParshasVaEira
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Everything is from the blessed Creator and there is nothing besides for Him, asis stated
[in the prayer liturgy for Shabbos,] "There is none besides You", for all [existence] isa
revelation of His G-dliness, from the beginning of the point to the end. Thisisthe
complete yichud of Hashem's name from the highest "hey" until the lowest "yud", for
thereis nothing that is excluded from Him, G-d forbid. Rather, everything is arevelation
of His G-dliness in everything in the universe. Sefer Meor Einiyim, Hashmatos
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Even if one finds himself in a place which is total earthiness and gross materialism,
nonetheless, it isfilled with the glory of Hashem. Behold, Hashem is called the life of the
livingi. e. dl of thelife of the world, whether domesticated or wild animas, birds, or
mankind, their life source is Hashem. Thisis the meaning of "thelife of theliving" i e.
Hashem isthe life source of al of the living. When a person falls from hislevel, he
should think, "Behold, | am alive, and who is the source of my lifeif not the Creator,
blessed be He. If s0, then Hashem is actually here, just in avery concealed form."  Sefer
Meor Einiyim Parshas Beraishis
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Through the Torah did Hashem create the world and through the Torah does He direct the
world. Just like there is no place which is devoid of Him, for He is the life force and the
G-dliness. [Since,] the Torah and the holy One, blessed be He, is One, therefore, al of
the worlds and all of the nations have their life source only through the Torah. What is
[the nature of] of the Torah from which their life source derives? After the generation of
the Flood, regarding which iswritten (Gen. 11.9), "For Hashem had confounded there all
of the languages of the earth,” although al of the languages were confounded, still and
al, thereremained in all of the languages some trace of the holy language, some words
that are written in the Torah. It is from these words that they receive their life source and
[it isfor that reason that] there is aneed for every nation on earth. Thisisillustrated by
the statement of our Sages, of blessed memory (Sanhedrin 4b), "Tat means "two" in
Cotphi (Coptic); Path in African (or Phrigian) means "two". That iswhy Israel became
exiled amongst the nations in order to filter out the holy letters of the Torah which are
intermixed amongst them. Thisis accomplished through economic involvement and
communication with them, thereby uplifting the words to their source, to the Torah. If
Israel would serve Hashem with complete daas (understanding and knowledge), they
would hurry the process to complete the Torah and to filter out that which had fallen
between the [the nations]. It is only due to their small mindedness that they have to
continue in the Galus throughout this time until the Mashiach will come, speedily in our
days. Then [the words of the prophet] will be fulfilled (Zephaniah 3:9), "For then | will
turn to the people a pure language etc." Understand this.  Sefer Meor Einiyim Par shas
Noach
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Thisexplains the Mishna[in Avos 1:3], "Don't be like servants who serve their master for
the purpose of receiving reward but be like servants that serve their master not for the
purpose of receiving reward." It seemsthat there is aredundancy. From the statement,
"Don't be etc." one automatically can deduce that one needs to serve not for the purpose
of recelving areward. Why, then, did it repeat again? The ideais asfollows: It is stated
that one needs to take a spiritual delight in doing the mitzvos of Hashem, akin to [the
delight of] the World to Come. Accordingly, that which is stated, "Don't be like servants
who serve etc." means that one shouldn't perform the Divine service to receive any other
reward besides [the feeling of ddight in the present] and not to look forward towards the
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payment of reward in the World to Come. Rather one should desire that Hashem should
bless him by arousing a spiritual delightfulness from above. That is what is meant by the
statement, "not for the purpose of reward”. In other words, he shouldn't desire any other
reward except the goodness that comes directly through the mitzvah itself to immediately
delight in Hashem. Sefer Meor Einiyim ParshasVaY eshev
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It isawel known truth, however, that the Torah was given to usto guide us on the path
through which we will enter the Higher Sanctuary to cling to Him and His
commandments, as the Sages have stated (Kiddushin 30b), "I have created the evil
inclination and have created the Torah as an antidote.” In addition, they have stated
(Ibid.), "If the disgusting creature (evil inclination) meets you in the marketplace, pull
him into the Study Hall; if heislike a stone he will melt etc." Behold our eyes witness
many of those who study Torah with great acuity who are distant from the fear of
Hashem and His service. For these people, the evil inclination is still in its perfect state,
unmelted or smashed. The truth isthat it is obvious that they also don't have Torah. Even
though they study it, it is not a Torah (guide) for them, for it is called Torah because it
guides a person on the path to serving Hashem and it gives counsel to a person to cleave
to Hashem alone. These people don't study Torah for that purpose. On the contrary, they
use it as a source of pride and intermix the good with the bad. Thiswas the sin of Adam
with the Tree of Knowledge of good and bad, for he intermixed the good and the bad all
together. Sefer Meor Einiyim ParshasYisro

IV.  The Shepherd of His Flock

A.
NIPAMY YOWN 72avnAW IR TN RIT 0D OV TI0° X [77%7 2 ¥TIIT DRKRT IR

TPW 720 27Awn AW RITW 19°2wa7 170 DY XIT X237 9991 aPwn Bob i
I9YPR RITW 'R NPMAL 19WH XIT RN TN X712 INIWRNT T DY AYDBWIT N1NN
W wnn 7 RN XIT 03IN2 PNIdDWI (1,775 NIDW) 2INOW M3 19102 12IWwR 02 v
W> O°R1237 QY 031 /KA PR0 XITW INnw pYn T81 1a0° X1130 oy 515915 11w 17
TIW RITW 072 WAIPN NOATAT WHI XITW 07 NPMA YT LY NINTNT M5Tw 15 03



Series X 14 Lecture #9

02w 1937 RI7 972 K127 102 YXI TOIOW 19 7157 NI 971 O30 9951 woa Hab
"1 DY Jpnm XIT 190waw 07 HY 'R121° yewn pranR 71N 92 5o qwph IRIDm
307 /D 0PV TINM ‘D .T12AN° 12 INIP°2TI INTIAY

The well known truth is, however, that the tzaddik is the foundation of the world for heis
the foundation and the conduit through which the Divine flow and life force comes down
to the whole world and to all the creatures. It is done through him and because of him, for
he makes the path and route through which the life force and Divine influence [comes to
the earth], by virtue of his constant connection to the Creator. He is the Divine dwelling
place of the aspect of "aleph" which isthe "aluph” or authority of the universe which
dwellswithin him, asit is stated in Scripture (Ex. 25:8), "And | will dwell within them".
Heisliterally a part of Hashem and has a connection, so to speak, with the blessed
Creator in the aspect of his soul which isa part of Hashem. In addition, all of the
creatures have a likeness and connection to [the tzaddik] with regards to the "blood"
which isthe animal spirit which is clothed in the blood which is common to all life and to
all creatures. It istherefore fitting that he should be an intermediary between the blessed
Creator and the whole world to unite them all through Hashem and to create the flow of
[Divine energy] to the creations by the fact that he corrects the [imperfections of the
world] through his service and cleaving to Hashem, the blessed.  Sefer Meor Einiyim
ParshasYisro
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It iswritten in the work, "Sifsal Tzaddikim" Parshas VeEschanan, "The Rav and Tzaddik,
R. Nachum of Chernoble, of blessed memory, stated and expounded, 'l am a[veritable]
spice dealer with an inventory of spices. | have needles, pins, and household wares (?)
and also an abundance of spices. Anyone who needs various spices can get them from
me. If you need needles, | can prick you. | can also heal the sick, cure the barren, restore
vigor, increase satiety throughout the world, create within the world joy and love within
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marriage, grow plant life, bring all kinds of blessing, annul an evil decree, introduce
wisdom, and expound like an overflowing spring. In short, everything is in the hands of
the tzaddik, asit is stated, "The tzaddik rules etc." If you are wondering why am |
praising myself, my reply isthat thisisthe way of the Torah [asit is stated,] "When you
go out to war . . . [and the announcement went out:] He who built anew house. . . he
who planted . . . he who betrothed awife. . . hewho isfearful and of aweak heart etc.”
Our Sages, of blessed memory, expounded that "he who isfearful” isreferring to one
who fears from the sins which he possesses. Therefore, the Torah let those who built a
home, planted a vineyard, or betrothed a wife return [from the battlefield] in order to
allow the one who fears for his sins to save face and return without having others realize
[the truth] that he is a sinner. One who sees him leave will say, "Perhaps this person built
ahome, planted a vineyard or betrothed awife." In the same vein, there are those who are
embarrassed and shamed to come to me to arrange penance for hissins. That iswhy |
attribute all those qualitiesto myself, i. e. to heal the sick and cure the barren etc. The
onlooker who sees someone come to me in order to gain expiation from their sinswill not
attribute his visit to sins and the person will not feel any embarrassment. Therefore,
anyone who has a sin [that needs rectification,] can come to me, and, with Hashem's help,
| will cure him spiritually.™ Sefer Sipurim U'Maamarim Yekarim, R. Yeshaya
Tzurknik
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V. R. Mordechai and the Dynasty of Chernoble
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The holy R. Mordechai, of blessed memory, was born in the year 5530 (1770) and died in
the year 5598 (1838) on the twentieth of Adar in Anatevkah, atown closeto Kiev. May
his merit standby all of the Jewish people. He authored the precious work on the Torah
entitled, "Likutei Torah." Appended to the beginning of the work are seven correct and
wondrous guidelines, leading a person on the path of Hashem and directing him to cling
to his Creator. Sefer Hayachas MiChernoble Chapter 3
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[R. Mordechai's] first wife, was the saintly daughter of the holy Rabbi, the great, R.
Aaron of Karlin, of blessed memory. . . . She gave birth to three of the world's Tzaddikim
and to one daughter. His second wife was the saintly daughter of the holy R. Dovid
Leikis, of blessed memory. . . . Hewas from the disciples of the Besht. She gave birth to
five of the world's Tzaddikim and to two daughters. I bid.
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R. Mordechai, the son of R. Menachem Nochum of Chernoble was the mechutan (relative
through marriage) of our master, [R. Shneur Zalman. R. Mordechai's] son, R. Y aakov
Yisrael, whose soul rests in Eden, was the son in law of the Mittler Rebbi (the
Intermediate Rebbi of Chabad), the son of our master. Our master was at the wedding
which took place in the year 5571 (1811). After the death of R. Menachem Nochum, our
master came to his son, R. Mordechai to console him. Sefer Bais Rebbi pp. 126-127
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| heard that at the wedding of the holy mechutanim, R. Shneur Zalman, zt"|, the author of
the Tanya, and R. Mordechai, zt"l, the Magid of Chernoble, which was held in Liadi at
the home of R. Shneur Zalman, z"l, the author of the Tanya expounded a long discourse
on Hasidus, as was his holy custom. When he finished, he said to the Magid [of
Chernoble], "The mechutan should also say words of Torah." The holy Magid replied, "It
iswritten (Gen. 18:4), 'Please take alittle water . . ."' [This teaches us that] one needs to
only say few words of Torah, which islikened to water. The essential thing is, 'and wash
your feet' (Ibid.) i. e. everyone should wash away their bad habits (hergel which istaken
from the word regel - foot). [It continues on in Scripture:] ‘and rest yourselves under the
tree.’ (Ibid.) [This means that] in other areas one should rely on the Tzaddik who is
likened to atree.” When the Hasidim of the Rav [R. Shneur Zalman] heard this Torah
exposition, they became very angry, for these words were in direct opposition to the path
of Hasidus of their Rav, z"l. Because of the fear of their holy Rav, however, they didn't
take any independent action. Afterwards, Rav Shnuer Zalman delivered another elaborate
discourse on Hasidus. When he finished, he asked the Magid to also say some words of
Torah. The Magid replied, "I heard my father, z'l, say, 'Any Torah that is not
accompanied by melacha," which means it does not rectify souls, 'will eventually become
nullified.' (See Avos 2:2)" The Hasidim [of R. Shneur Zalman] were incensed. Because
of the honor of their master, because they didn't want to disturb the joyous occasion, they
controlled themselves. When they came to the subject of, "how to dance before the
bride", (See Kesubos 17a) the Magid went into the circle of the mitzvah with great
exultation. Through his dancing, he infused a spirit of repentancein the hearts of all of
the gathered. When the Hasidim of the Rav, [R. Shneur Zalman,] who were all great men
of lofty spiritual levels, saw this, they all felt pangs of repentance and were very regretful
that they had harbored criticism against the holy Magid, for they saw his awesome
sanctity and greatness. They subsequently honored him greatly. May his merit protect us
and all of Isragl. Amen. Sefer Sipurim MiGeza Chernoble



