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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. List three examples of how Carbon 14 dating actually seems
to support the thesis that the earth is relatively young and not
billions of years old.

2.  How arefossils actually formed and how does their existence
support the catastrophic model of the earth’ s history?

3.  Thereis much evidence that strongly suggests that dinosaurs
lived contemporaneoudly with man. List three examples.

4.  Many human artifacts were found in ancient rock or coal
formations which are commonly dated to be hundreds of
millions of years old. List three examples.

5.  There are three approaches to resolve the seeming
contradiction between the fossil evidence and the six days of
Creation. List them.

This and much more will be addressed in the ninth lecture of this
series. "The Age of the Earth: Part 111",

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline.
Go back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and
see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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THE AGE OF THE EARTH: PART IlI
l. The Length of the Six Days of Creation
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Rav Yehudah said that Rav said: Ten things were created the first day, and they are as
follows. heaven and earth, Tohu [chaos], Bohu [desolation], light and darkness, wind and
water, the measur e of day and the measur e of night. Heaven and earth, for it is written:
In the beginning G-d created heaven and earth. Tohu and Bohu, for it is written: And the
earth was Tohu and Bohu. Light and darkness: darkness, for it is written: And darkness
was upon the face of the deep; light, for it is written: And G-d said, Let there be light.
Wind and water, for it is written: And the wind of G-d hovered over the face of the
waters. The measure of day and the measure of night, for it is written: And there was
evening and there was morning, one day. Chagigah 12a
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Perhaps each of those days of creation lasted a year, half of it in the evening and half of it
in the morning. Sefer Maaseh HaShem, HaGaon R. Eliezer Ashkenazi (Chief Rabbi
of Cracow who died in 1587)
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And if a man sells a dwelling house in a walled city, then he may redeem it within a
whole year after it is sold; within afull year (yamim) may he redeemiit. Lev. 25:29
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“And it was evening and it was morning, one day.” This refers to the thousand years
which are considered one day in [the eyes of] G-d, as it is stated (Psalms 90:4), “ For a
thousand years in Your sight are but like yesterday . . .” Sefer Beraishis Rabbasi, R.
M oshe HaDar shan
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“...and it was evening and it was morning the sixth day.” (Gen. 1:31) . . . Rabbi Simon
bar Marta said: Up until now we counted according to the counting of the world. From
now on we count according to adifferent counting. Medrash Beraishis Rabbah 9:14
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In the seventh hour, Eve became Adam’s mate; in the eighth, they ascended to bed as two
and descended as four. Sanhedrin 38b

. The Epoch Before the Six Days of Creation
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Rabbi Yehudah b. Simon said: Scripture does not state, “Let there be evening,” but
rather, “It was evening.” From here we see that time existed beforehand. Because of this,
Rabbi Abahu said: This teaches us that He created worlds and destroyed them until He
created these. He said, “I have pleasure with these and | didn’'t have pleasure with the
others.” R. Pinchas said that the basis of R. Abahu's statement is the verse, “And G-d
saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it was very good.” This pleases Me
whereas the others did not. M edr ash Ber aishis Rabbah Parshah 3 Piska 7
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“And it was evening and it was morning” (Gen. 1:5) It is not written, “Let there be
evening,” but rather, “It was evening.” From here we see that time existed beforehand.
He created worlds and destroyed them. The destruction lasted for a period of a thousand
years, a Shemitta, and the state of construction lasted for six thousand years. This is the
meaning of, “| have pleasure with these and | didn’t have pleasure with the others.” Sefer
HaPeliah
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This is what the Torah meant by the term “Beraishis’, in the beginning. It meant that at
the very beginning of all beginnings, G-d created the heavens, which means the ether
which fills the entire expanse of the visible universe and the earth, which is referring to
the sphere of the earth. Afterwards, the Torah skips all of the events that happened to the
previous worlds, for it is pointless now for us to know the details. But the Torah does tell
us that the earth was empty and void etc., meaning that the world reverted back and
became destroyed and desolate, as the Targum Y onasan ben Uziel states, “and the land
was empty and unoccupied by people. His intention was that the earth did not become
totally destroyed and cease to exist, but rather through the will of the Divine, may His
name be exalted, the world received a great blow through immense hurricane winds . . .
which confounded the holy order of nature through fire and water, and thereby there was
darkness upon the deep water. . . . HaRav HaGaon R. Yisrael Lipschitz, Drush Ohr
HaChaim, 1842
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“And every living substance was destroyed . . .” (Gen. 7:23) [The usage of the word
vayimach carries with it the implication that creatures were nimcheh - dissolved]. The
bodies were dissolved. The verse is precisely worded, “. . . which was upon the face of
the ground . . .” (ibid.) Only those that were lying upon the ground [became dissolved].
There were, however, many bodies that remained whole as much earth fell on them
through the force of the water, and the bodies remained whole. These are the bones which
are found by those who dig up the earth; bones of animals who no longer inhabit this
world. Based on these finds, many have come to the conclusion that there existed aworld
before this creation, which was occupied by different creatures. The truth is that in the
Medrash Beraishis Rabbah, on numerous occasions, the Medrash quotes the following
explanation, (One of the times that this Medrash appears is as a commentary on the verse
in Genesis 1:31, “. . . and, behold, it was very good . . .”) This teaches us that the Holy
One, blessed be He, created worlds and destroyed them and said, “This one pleases me
and this one does not.” There is a Smilar statement in the holy Zohar, Vayikra, on the
verse (Lev. 3:1), “And if his offering is a sacrifice of peace offering, . . .”. Nevertheless, |
find it difficult to say [that the creatures that were discovered were remnants of a
previous world], because it is clearly stated in Shemos Rabbah, Parshah Lamed, “‘ These
are the generations of heaven and earth . . " (Gen. 2:4) What did [the verse mean t0]
negate by using the term ‘these’ ? For He would create worlds and look at them and they
were not pleasing to Him and He returned them back to a state of tohu vavohu (void and
empty).” If that is the case, then absolutely nothing was left of them. It would seem,
however, that these bones are the remnants of those creatures who lived before the
Mabul. Even though they are found in climatic zones in which these animals don’t live,
this is due to the fact that they changed their nature before the Mabul and traveled to
another place. HaRav HaGaon R. Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin, Sefer Hamek Davar,
Par shas Noach (Gen. 7:23)



