4.

5.

CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

What was the full name of Rabbi's friend the Roman
emperor Antoninus?

When did their pathsfirst cross?
In what year did they meet again?
Describe the circumstances of their meetings.

In what ways were Antoninus and Rabbi similar?

7703

This and much more will be addressed in the ninth lecture of this
series: "The Sage and the Emperor”.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go

back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series |l Lecture#9
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l. A Special Gift of Greatness
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When R. Akiba died, Rabbi was born; when Rabbi died, Rav Y ehudah was born; when
Rav Y ehudah died, Ravawas born; when Ravadied, R. Ashi was born. Thisteaches that
arighteous man does not depart from the world until [another] righteous man like himself
iscreated, asit issaid, "The sun riseth and the sun goeth down." Before Eli's sun was
extinguished, the sun of Shmuel of Ramoth rose, asit is said, "And the lamp of God was
not yet gone out, and Shmuel was laid down [etc]." Kiddushin 72b
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InaBaraisait was taught: ‘| have not rejected them’ (Deuteronomy 26:44) — in the days
of the Chaldeans, when | raised up for them Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah;
‘neither did | abhor them’ (ibid.) — in the days of the Greeks, when | raised up for them
Simeon the Righteous and Hasmona and his sons, and Mattathias the High Priest; ‘to
destroy them utterly’ (ibid.) — in the days of Haman, when | raised up for them
Mordecai and Esther; ‘to break my covenant with them' (ibid.) —in the days of the
Romans, when | raised up for them the members of the house of Rabbi and the Sages of
the various generations. ‘For | am the L-rd their G-d’ (ibid.) — in the time to come, when
no nation or people will be able to subject them. Megillalla
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Rabbah the son of Rava, or as some say R. Hillel the son of R. Wallas also said: Between
Mosesand Rabbi we do not find one who was supreme both in Torah and in worldly
affairs. Gittin 59a
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If one sees Rabbi in a dream, he may hope for wisdom. Berachos 57b
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R. Shimon B. Y ehudah said in the name of R. Shimon B. Yochai: Comeliness, strength,
riches, honor, wisdom, old age hoary age and children  are becoming to the righteous,
and becoming to the world, asit is said: The hoary head isacrown of glory, itisfoundin
the way of righteousness, and it says[also]: The crown of the wiseistheir riches, and it
saygalso]: Children's children are the crown of old men; and the glory of children are
their fathers, and it says [also]: The glory of young men istheir strength; and the beauty
of old men is the hoary head, and it says[also]: The moon shall be confounded, and the
sun ashamed,; for the L-rd of Hosts will reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem and before
Hiselders shall be glory. R. Shimon B. Menasya said: These seven qualities, which the
sages have enumerated [as becoming] to the righteous, were all realized in Rabbi and his
sons. Avos 6:8-9
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R. Y ehudah the Nasi isidentical with Rabbi. Shabbos 32b
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1. Children of Nobility
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We were taught in a Midrash: Milk has the power to make impure and milk has the
power to purify. When Rabbi was born they (the Romans) made a decree that it is
forbidden to perform circumcision. [Rabbi's] parents had him circumcised. Caesar sent
for Rabbi and his mother to be brought before him. His mother exchanged him for
Antoninus and nursed him until she brought him before Caesar who found him
uncircumcised. He let them leave in peace. That governor [who had accused them] said:
| [myself] saw that they had performed circumcision on that [child]. However, the Holy
One, blessed be He, constantly performs miraclesfor them. They [eventually] repealed
the decree. Tosephos Avodah Zara 10b
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And the Lord said to her: Two nations [Goyim] are in thy womb. (Genesis 25) Said Rav
Y ehudah in the name of Rav: Read not Goyim [nations] but Ge'im [lords]. Thisrefersto
Antoninus and Rabbi from whose table neither lettuce, nor radish nor cucumber was ever
absent either in summer or winter; and, as a master has said: Radish helps the food to
dissolve, lettuce helps the food to be digested, cucumber makes the intestines expand.
Avodah Zarah 11a
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Rabbi's house steward was wealthier than King Shapur (King of Persia). Shabbos 113b
[1. Sanctity and Nobility of Spirit
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R. Yose said: | have never looked at my circumcised membrum. But that is not so, for
Rabbi was asked, "Why were you called ‘ Our holy Teacher’?' Said he to them, "l have
never looked at my observes membrum.” — In  Rabbi'scase there was another thing to
his credit, viz., he did not insert his hand beneath his girdle. Shabbos 118b
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When Rabbi died, humility and fear of sin ceased. Sotah 49a
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Rabbi, at the time of his passing, raised his ten fingers towards heaven and said,
"Sovereign of the Universe, it isrevealed and known to you that | have laboured in the
study of the Torah with my ten fingers and that | did not enjoy [any worldly] benefits
even with my little finger." Kesubos 104a

E. Marcus Antoninus the philosopher, upon obtaining the sovereignty at the death
of Antoninus [Pius], who adopted him, had immediately taken to share the authority with
him the son of Lucius Commodus, Lucius Verus. He was personally weak in body and
he devoted the greater part of histimer to letters. It istold that even when he was
emperor he showed no shame (or hesitation) at going to ateacher for instruction, but
became a pupil of Sextus [Sextus of Chaeronea, grandson of Plutarch], the Boeotian
philosopher, and did not hesitate to go to hear the lectures of Herogenes on rhetoric. He
was most inclined to the Stoic school. Dio Cassius: Book 71 Chapter 1

The emperor, as often as he had leisure from war, held court and used to order that a most
liberal supply of water [in the clepsydra or water clock] be measured for the speakers. He
made inquiries and answers of greater length, so that exact justice was ensured by every
possible expedient. . . He was industrious and applied himself diligently to all the duties
of hisoffice. . . hetook very little food always, and that at night. Ibid. Book 72
Chapter 6

After al, however, he owed his great attainments chiefly to his natural disposition; for
even before he enjoyed the society of those men he was unflinchingly set upon virtue.
While still aboy he delighted all his relations, who were numerous and influential and
wealthy, and was loved by all of them. This, most of all, led Hadrian to adopt him into
his family, and Marcus, for his part, did not grow haughty but, though young and a
Caesar he dutifully played the part of servant to Antoninus [Pius] through all the latter's
reign and ungrudgingly did honor to the other men of eminence. . . He visited many who
were sick and invariably met his teachers at the proper time. .. He was always steeped in
Greek and Latin rhetorical and philosophical learning [though he had reached man's
estate and had hopes of becoming emperor] Ibid. Chapter 35
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Moreover, Marcus destroyed the documents, not even reading them, in order that he
might not learn even a name of any of the conspirators who had written something
against him and that he might not [therefore] be reluctantly forced to hate any one. . . .
Marcus was so averse to slaughter that he saw to it that the gladiators in Rome contended
without danger, like athletes; for he never permitted any of them to have any sharp iron,
but they fought with blunt weapons, rounded off at the ends. 1 bid. Chapter 29

V. At the Feet of the Wise
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Rabbi said: When we learnt Torah at R. Shimon[‘s yeshiva] in Tekoa, we used to carry
up oil and towels from the courtyard to the roof and from the roof to an enclosure, until
we came to the fountain where we bathed. Shabbos 147b

B.
17050 9V a0 L,V 73 TYOR 7 HER 77N TInbY onabnws 031 R (1

FIMIX ATYIHR 237 ,7°NIWNI TAR 927 ROX TIMD 211037 KDY ,R0293 022 Hw 0°59133905
.75 MM’ L3373 199P0 1YY 1271 T DIPANTIR

Rabbi related, ‘“When | went to learn Torah at [the school of] R. Eleazar b. Shammua, his
disciples combined against me like the roosters of Beth Bukya and did not let me learn
more than this single thing in our Mishnah: R. Eliezer stated: [For copulation with] an
hermaphrodite the penalty of stoningisincurred asif he wereamale. Yevamos 84a
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Rabbi stated: When we were studying Torah at R. Eleazar b. Shammua a group of six of
usused to sit in one cubit. Eiruvin 53a
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Rabbi said, When | went to R. Eleazar b. Shammuato have my learning examined (others
say: To sound the learning of R. Eleazar b. Shammua). | found there Y oseph the
Babylonian sitting before him. Now he (Y oseph) was very dear to him. M enachos 18a
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When Rabban Shimon b. Gamaliel and R. Y ehoshua b. Karchah sat on benches, R.
Elazar son of R. Shimon and Rabbi sat in front of them on the ground, raising objections
and answering them. Said they, ‘We drink their water [i.e., benefit from their learning],
yet they sit upon the ground; let seats be placed for them!” Thus were they promoted. But
R. Shimon b. Gamaliel protested: | have a pigeon amongst you, and ye wish to destroy it!
So Rabbi was put down. Thereupon R. Y ehoshua b. Karchah said: Shall he, who has a
father, live, whilst he who has no father die! So R. Elazar son of R. Shimon too was put
down. Bava Metziah 84b
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Rabbi declared: The only reason why | am keener than my colleaguesisthat | saw the
back of Rabbi Meir, but had | had afront view of him | would have been keener still, for
it iswritten in Scripture: But thine eyes shall see thy teacher (Isaiah 30:20). Eiruvin
13b
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It has been taught: Rabbi said: When a boy, | read it before R. Y ehudah. They said to
him: A proof cannot be adduced from the very authority who allows [the act]. Why did
they not say to him: A proof cannot be adduced from recollections of boyhood? They
gave him a double answer. For one thing, they said: you were a boy and besides, even
had you been grown up, proof cannot be brought from the very authority who allows.
Megilla 20a
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Rabbi was a disciple of Rabbi Y aakov ben Karshaii. Yerushalmi Pesachim 10:1
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It was taught: Rabbi said: R. Y aakov taught me a difference with regard to the logs.
Yoma 6la
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It was taught: Rabbi stated, "I once asked R. Y osei and R. Shimon when they were
underway." Nidah 68b

H. It istold that even when he (Marcus Antoninus) was emperor he showed no
shame (or hesitation) at going to ateacher for instruction, but became a pupil of Sextus
[ Sextus of Chaeronea, grandson of Plutarch], the Boeotian philosopher, and did not
hesitate to go to hear the lectures of Herogenes on rhetoric. He was most inclined to the
Stoic school. Dio Cassius: Book 71 Chapter 1

V. The Art of Rhetoric
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Rabbi stated: Why use the Syriac language in Eretz Yisrael [where] either the Holy
Tongue or the Greek language [could be employed]? And R. Y ose said: Why use the
Aramaic language in Babylon [where] the Holy Tongue or the Persian language [could
be used]? Bava Kama 82b-83a
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When Rabbi's maid indulged in poetic speech she used to say this: The ladle strikes
against thejar, let the eagles fly to their nests; and when she wished them to remain at
table she used to tell them, The crown of her friend shall be removed and the ladle will
float in the jar like a ship that sailsin the sea. Eiruvin 53b
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The Rabbis did not know what was meant by "serugin”, until one day they heard the
maidservant of Rabbi's household, on seeing the Rabbis enter at intervals, say to them:
How long are you going to come in by "serugin"? The Rabbis did not know what was
meant by "hauglugoth”, till one day they heard the handmaid of the household of Rabbi,
on seeing a man peeling portulaks, say to him: How long will you be peeling your
"haluglugoth”? The Rabbis did not know what was meant by, "salseleah” and it shall
exalt thee. One day they heard the handmaid of the house of Rabbi say to a man who was
curling his hair: How long will you be "mesalsel” with your hair? . . . The Rabbis did not
know what was meant by, "we-tetethia bematate" of destruction, till one day they heard
the handmaid of the household of Rabbi say to her companion: Take the "tatitha’
[broom] and "tati" [sweep] the house. Megilla 18a

D. It istold that even when he (Marcus Antoninus) was emperor he showed no
shame (or hesitation) at going to ateacher for instruction, but became a pupil of Sextus
[Sextus of Chaeronea, grandson of Plutarch], the Boeotian philosopher, and did not
hesitate to go to hear the lectures of Herogenes on rhetoric. He was most inclined to the
Stoic school. Dio Cassius: Book 71 Chapter 1

He was always steeped in Greek and Latin rhetorical and philosophical Iearning [though
he had reached man's estate and had hopes of becoming emperor] Ibid. Book 72
Chapter 35
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VI.  TheHistoric Meeting

A. Upon the rebellion of Cassiusin Syria(circal175 C.E.), Marcus [Antoninus], in
great alarm, summoned his son Commodus from Rome, since he was now able to enter
the ranks of theiuvenes. . . . While Marcus was making preparations for the civil war,
many victories over various barbarians were reported at one and the same time with the
death of Cassius. . . And Marcus upon reaching the provinces that had joined in Cassius's
uprising treated them all very kindly and put no one, either obscure or prominent, to
death. Dio CassiusBook 72 Chapters 22, 27, 28
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Antoninus had a cave which led from his house to the house of Rabbi. Every time [he
visited Rabbi] he brought two slaves, one of whom he slew at the door of Rabbi's house
and the other [who had been left behind] was killed at the door of his own house. Said
Antoninus to Rabbi: When | call let none be found with thee. One day he found R.
Chaninah b. Chama sitting there, so he said: ‘Did | not tell thee no man should be found
with thee at the time when | call? And Rabbi replied, ‘ Thisis not an [ordinary] human
being.” ‘Then’, said Antoninus, ‘let him tell that servant who is slegping outside the door
to rise and come in.” R. Chaninah b. Chama thereupon went out but found that the man
had been slain. Thought he, ‘How shall | act now? Shall | call and say that the man is
dead? — but one should not bring a sad report; shall | leave him and walk away? — that
would be dlighting the king.” So he prayed for mercy for the man and he was restored to
life. He then sent him in. Said Antoninus: ‘| am well aware that the |east one among you
can bring the dead to life, still when | call let no one be found with thee.’ Avodah
Zarah 10b



Series|l|I 10 Lecture #9

VII.  Advisor to the Emperor
A. A Question of Succession
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What is meant by "Genosia of heathen kings'? — Said Rav Y ehudah: It is the day on
which the king is raised [to the throne]. But has it not been taught [elsewhere] ‘ The day
of Genosia and the day of the king's accession’ ? — There is no difficulty there; the one
term indicates the king's own accession, the other that of his son. But do [the Romans]
ever appoint aking's son as king? Did not R. Y oseph apply [the following verse (Obadia
I:2) to Rome]: Behold | made thee small among the nations — in that they do not place
the son of aking on the royal throne, — thou art greatly despised — in that they do not
possess a tongue or script? What then does GENOSIA mean? — [The King's|] birthday.
But we learn [elsewhere] * The Genosia and the birthday.” That, too, is no contradiction.
The one refersto the king's own birthday, the other to that of his son. But we have aso
the wording: ‘ The king's Genosia and his son's Genosia, his own birthday and his son's
birthday’! Then [as said previously] Genosia means indeed the day of the King's
accession, but there is no difficulty [raised by the mention of both terms], the one
applying to his own accession, the other to that of his son; and as to your question about
their not appointing aking's son as king, such appointment would be made at the [king's]
request, as was the case with Asverus the son of Antoninuswho reigned [in hisfather's
place]. Antoninus once said to Rabbi: It is my desire that my son Asverus should reign
instead of me and that Tiberias should be declared a Colony (free from taxes). Were| to
ask one of these thingsit would be granted while both would not be granted. Rabbi
thereupon brought a man, and having made him ride on the shoulders of another, handed
him a dove bidding the one who carried him to order the one on his shoulders to liberate
it. The Emperor perceived thisto mean that he was advised to ask [of the Senate] to
appoint hisson Asverusto reign in his stead, and that subsequently he might get Asverus
to make Tiberias afree Colony. Avodah Zarah 10a
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B. Returning in 176, he took Commodus to the front and proclaimed him joint
emperor with himself. Two opposing principles had hitherto governed the succession; the
senatorial aristocracy wished the emperor, in consultation with the elder statesmen, to
choose "the best man" among themselves as his successor. The army, and the bulk of the
provincials apprehensive of therisk of civil war that attended a doubtful succession,
preferred a hereditary succession. The conflict of ideas had been masked for three
generations since none of the four previous emperors had been survived by a son.
Encyclopedia Britannica 1964 Volume 6 Page 159

C. Dealing with Enemies
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[On another occasion] Antoninus mentioned to him that some prominent Romans were
giving him trouble. Rabbi thereupon took him into the garden and, in his presence,
picked some radishes, one at atime. Said [the Emperor to himself] his advice to meis:
Do away with them one at atime, but do not attack all of them at once. But why did he
not speak explicitly? — He thought his words might reach the ears of those prominent
Romans who would persecute him. Why then did he not say it in awhisper? — Because
it iswritten: For abird of the air shall carry the voice (Koheles 10). Avodah Zarah 10a

D. Family Troubles.
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The Emperor had a daughter named Gillawho committed a sin, so he sent to Rabbi a
rocket-herb (The Aramaic for which is Gargira, which may be divided into the two
words: Gar-Gira, meaning ‘ Gira has gone astray’), and Rabbi in return sent him coriander
(In Aramaic Kosbarta, divisible into the two words kos barta which has a double meaning
a) Cover (Kous) over the sins of the daughter (barta) or b) Slay (kos) the daughter (barta).
The message could therefore be taken to mean: ‘Forgive’ or ‘ Slay the daughter’). The
Emperor then sent some leeks (In Aramaic Karethi, which also means ‘ cut-off’ in other
words he meant to ask, ‘ Shall she be cut off?) and he sent lettuce (In Aramaic ‘hasa,
which also means ‘compassion’) in return. Avodah Zarah 10b
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VIIl. The Emperor Serves His Master
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Every time [he called] he used to attend on Rabbi and wait on him with food or drink.
When Rabbi wanted to get on his bed Antoninus crouched in front of it saying, ‘ Get on to
your bed by stepping on me.” Rabbi, however, said, ‘It is not the proper thing to treat a
king so slightingly.” Whereupon Antoninus said: ‘Would that | served as a mattress unto
thee in the world to come!” Once he asked him, *Shall | enter the world to come? ‘Yes!’
said Rabbi. ‘But,” said Antoninus, ‘isit not written, "There will be no remnant to the
house of Esau" (Obadiah 1:18)7 ‘That,” he replied. ‘applies only to those whose evil
deeds are like to those of Esau.” We have learnt likewise: There will be no remnant to the
House of Esau (Ezekiel 32:29), might have been taken to apply to all, therefore Scripture
says distinctly — To the house of Esau, so as to make it apply only to those who act as
Esau did. ‘But’, said Antonius, isit not also written: There [in the nether world] is Edom,
her kings, and all her princes.” ‘ There, too,” Rabbi explained, ‘[it says:] ‘her kings', it
does not say all her kings; *all her princes’, but not all her officers! Thisisindeed what
has been taught: * Her kings but not all her kings; ‘all her princes’, but not all her
officers; ‘Her kings', but not all her kings — excludes Antoninus the son of Asverus; *all
her princes' . but not all her officers — excludes Keti'ah the son of Shalom. Avodah
Zarah 10b
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Many atime Antoninus sent Rabbi gold-dust in aleather bag filled with wheat at the top,
saying [to his servants]: ‘ Carry the wheat to Rabbi!” Rabbi sent word to say. ‘| need it
not, | have quite enough of my own’, and Antoninus answered: ‘Leave it then to those
who will come after thee that they might giveit to those who will come after me, for thy
descendants and those who will follow them will hand it over to them.” Avodah Zarah
10a
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IX. Words of Wisdom
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Antoninus said to Rabbi: ‘ The body and the soul can both free themselves from
judgment. Thus, the body can plead: The soul has sinned, [the proof being] that from the
day it left me| lie like a dumb stone in the grave [powerless to do aught]. Whilst the soul
can say: The body has sinned, [the proof being] that from the day | departed from it | fly
about inthe air like a bird [and commit no sin].” Hereplied, ‘| will tell thee a parable. To
what may this be compared? To a human king who owned a beautiful orchard which
contained splendid figs. Now, he appointed two watchmen therein, one lame and the
other blind. [One day] the lame man said to the blind, "I see beautiful figsin the orchard.
Come and take me upon thy shoulder, that we may procure and eat them." So the lame
bestrode the blind, procured and ate them. Some time after, the owner of the orchard
came and inquired of them, "Where are those beautiful figs?' The lame man replied,
"Have | then feet to walk with?' The blind man replied, "Have | then eyesto see with?"
What did he do? He placed the lame upon the blind and judged them together. So will the
Holy One, blessed be He, bring the soul, [re]place it in the body, and judge them
together, asit iswritten: He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he
may judge his people: He shall call to the heavens from above-this refers to the soul; and
to the earth, that he may judge his people-to the body.’
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Antoninus said to Rabbi, ‘Why does the sun rise in the east and set in the west? He
replied, ‘Were it reversed, thou wouldst ask the same question.” ‘ Thisis my question,’
said he, ‘why set in the west? He answered, ‘In order to salute its Maker, asit iswritten:
And the host of the heavens make obeisance to thee.” * Then,” said he to him, ‘it should
go only asfar as mid-heaven, pay homage, and then re-ascend? — ‘On account of the
workers and wayfarers.’

Antoninus also said to Rabbi, ‘When is the soul placed in man; as soon asit is decreed
[that the sperm shall be male or female, etc.], or when [the embry0] is actually formed?
He replied,  From the moment of formation.” He objected, ‘ Can a piece of meat be
unsalted for three days without becoming putrid? But it must be from the moment that
[God] decrees [its destiny].” Rabbi said, ‘ This thing Antoninus taught me, and Scripture
supports him, for it iswritten: And thy decree hath preserved my spirit [i.e., my soul].’

Antoninus also enquired of Rabbi, ‘ From what time does the Evil Tempter hold sway
over man; from the formation [of the embryo], or from [its] issuing forth [into the light of
the world]? — *From the formation,” hereplied. ‘If so,” he objected, ‘it would rebel inits
mother's womb and go forth. But it isfrom when it issues.” Rabbi said: Thisthing
Antoninus taught me, and Scripture supports him, for it issaid: At the door [i.e.,where
the babe emerges] sin lieth in wait. Sanhedrin 91a-b
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Our Master made a meal for Antoninus on Shabbos. He brought him cold dishes. He ate
from them and was pleased. [Another time] he made for him ameal in the middle of the
week and served him hot dishes. He (Antoninus) said to him, "Those (of Shabbos) were
more pleasing than these." He replied, "These are missing a certain spice." He
(Antoninus) answered, "Are the [spice] cellars of the king missing anything?' [In other
words, you should have ordered anything you needed from my cellars.] He (Rabbi)
replied, "They (the dishes) are missing Shabbos. Do you have Shabbos[in your spice
cellars]?' Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 11:4
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X. The End of the Friendship
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Thereisaversion that says that Antoninus converted to Judaism. Thereis a nother]
version that saysthat he didn't convert. They saw him going out in a shoe that had aworn
out sole on Y om Kippur. [ They wished to conclude from this that he didn't convert. The
Talmud replied:] What can you deduce from that [incident] ? Even a G-d fearing person
would be allowed to go out thus on Y om Kippur. Antoninus asked Rabbi, "Will you give
me to eat from the Leviathan in the world to come?' Hereplied, "Yes." He said to him,
"From the Paschal lamb you won't feed me and from the Leviathan you will!" Hereplied,
"What can we do for you? Regarding the Paschal lamb it iswritten: A uncircumcised
[male] may not eat from it. (Exodus 12)" Since he heard this he went and cut off his
foreskin by himself and came to him. He said to him, "Rabbi, see my circumcision!" He
replied, "I never looked at my own [circumcision] and how can | ook at yours?"

Why was he called the Holy Rabbi? Because he never looked at his circumcision. . . .
From this we can deduce that Antoninus converted. [We can further deduce from] the
[following] words of the Rabbis that Antoninus converted: Rabbi Chizkiah quoted Rabbi
Abahu who said in the name of Rabbi Elazar: When the righteous converts comein the
future [after the resurrection] Antoninuswill come at their head.  Yerushalmi Megilla
1:10
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Antoninus attended on Rabbi: Artaban attended on Rav. When Antoninus died, Rabbi
exclaimed: The bond is snapped! Avodah Zarah 10b

C. Marcus Aurelius Antoninus was born in April 121 C.E. and died in March 17,
180 C.E. He was succeeded by his son Commodus who ruled until his assassination on
December 31, 192 C.E.
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Antoninus the Lesser (Commodus) grandson of Antoninus the Great (Antoninus Pius)
once asked Rabbi: Who is going to diefirst, | or thou? He replied to him: 1. His disciples
said to him: Our Master, the whole world prays for your good health and you make such
astatement? He replied to them: If my time comes [to die] what's wrong? Or if the angel
of death comes to take me away, should | tell him: Don't come to me because I'm not
going? And not only that, but if it is so [that my prediction will be fulfilled], they will
say: Blessed be the G-d of the Jews. They even know the time of their death! And so was
it fulfilled like the sentence that slips out of the mouth of the ruler (Koheles 10:5).
Midrash Koheles Rabbah 10:5

E.
TIAR 179°2 IPRw 095 '['7?3 71291 DIIPNVIRY 27 AT IR 7772 DY nwhw TIOR3
X7 7P707 2NYNW D'IP‘?’ SR 71772 0O917 DWOW TR DY iharal

And | will remove three shepherds in one month (Zechariah 11): Thisrefersto Rabbi,
Antoninus (the Lesser) and Karvon (or Artaban) the king of Persia (or Parthia) who died
in one month. [When it occurred,] they referred the following verse to them: And | will
remove three shepherds in one month (Zechariah 11). Yalkut Shimoni, Zechariah 11
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When Rabbi died, humility and fear of sin ceased. When Rabbi died, troubles were
multiplied twofold. Sotah 49a,b



