SERIES XV LECTURE IX

7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Describe the events that occurred immediately after the death of
Joshua and the elders.

2.  Describe the three ways in which the people of Israel were
punished during the period of the Judges.

3.  Describe five aspects which were common to both the Judges and
the Kingsof Isradl.

4.  Describe five aspects which distinguished the Judges from the
Kings of Isradl.

5. Who wasthefirst of the Judges?

This and much more will be addressed in the ninth lecture of this series:
"The Period of the Judges: Part One".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the honor and merit of
Dr. and Mrs. Gabriel Sosne and their family.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XV Lecture #9
THE PERIOD OF THE JUDGES. PART ONE
l. The Emergence of the Judges
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And the people served the L-rd al the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived
Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the L-rd, that He did for Israel. And Joshua, the son
of Nun, the servant of the L-rd, died, being one hundred and ten years old. And they buried him
in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-Heres, in the Mount of Ephraim, on the north side of
the hill Gaash. And also al of that generation were gathered unto their fathers; and there arose
another generation after them, who knew not the L-rd, nor the works which He had done for
Israel. Judges 2:7-10
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And the people of Isragl did evil in the sight of the L-rd, and served Baalim; And they forsook
the L-rd G-d of their fathers, who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other
gods, of the gods of the people who were around them, and prostrated themselves to them, and
provoked the L-rd to anger. And they forsook the L-rd, and served Baa and the Ashtarot.
Judges 2:11-13
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Verses 11 till 20 form a parenthetical statement which serves as an introduction to the entire
Book of Judges and to all of the various events that took place during the period of the Judges.
And the people of Israel did evil in the sight of the L-rd: Scripture describes a three step
decline: 1) They initialy did evil in the sight of Hashem by violating the commandments of the
Torah. 2) Afterwards, they reached such a state of rebellion that they worshipped the Baalim. At
this point, Scripture explains that there were two steps in the rebellion. 1) There were those who
worshipped pagan gods together with Hashem 2) and there were those that went on to forget
Hashem, their Maker, entirely. Originally, though, even this latter group worshipped Hashem
together with the other gods. This is the meaning of the verse, “And they forsook theL-rd G-d
of their fathers.” | have [aready] explained in many places that there is a distinction between
the usage of the term “G-d,” without qualification, which refers to G-d as the Creator of the
world and its Renewer, and when the word G-d is modified, asin “the G-d of Israel,” or “G-d of
our fathers,” for it is then referring to Him as He relates to the people of Israel or with their
forefathers, who chose them to be His portion and supervised over them in a miraculous manner.
Regarding that aspect of Him, is it forbidden to serve any other god in conjunction with Him, as
[the people of Israel] are not under the supervision of any angel or star, only under Divine
Providence, as it says (Deuteronomy 4:19-20), “[And lest you lift up your eyes to the skies, and
when you see the sun, and the moon, and the stars, all the host of the skies, should you be driven
to worship them, and serve them,] which the L-rd your G-d has allotted to al nations under the
whole sky. But the L-rd has taken you, [and brought you out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to
be for him a people of inheritance, as you are this day].” And at the time they worshipped other
gods in conjunction with Hashem, even though they didn’t forsake Hashem entirely, as they still
believed Him to be the Creator of the world and the One who constantly renews it, but,
nonetheless, they forsook Him to be the “the G-d of Israel,” or “G-d of our fathers,” the title that
indicates that they are totally under His Providence, without the aid of any other force. Thisis
what is meant by the phrase, “And they forsook the L-rd G-d of their fathers, which indicates
that the first step that they took was to serve other gods in conjunction with Hashem and doing
so they forsook, “the L-rd G-d of their fathers, who brought them out of the land of Egypt.” It
was that act, the exodus from Egypt, which finalized His special Providential relation with Israel,
taking them to Him as His portion. But they, “followed other gods, of the gods of the people who
were around them, and prostrated themselves to them, and provoked the L-rd to anger,” through
serving other gods in conjunction with Hashem. Subsequently their [connection] weakened even
further and they fell precipitously, “forsaking the L-rd” as the Creator of all existence, denied
His Being “and served [only] Baal and the Ashtarot”. Malbim, ibid.
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And the anger of the L-rd burned against Israel, and He delivered them into the hands of
destroyers who destroyed them, and He sold them into the hands of their enemies around, so that
they could not any longer stand before their enemies. Where ever they went out, the Hand of the
L-rd was against them for evil, as the L-rd had said, and as the L-rd had sworn to them; and they
were greatly distressed. Judges 2:14-15
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And the anger of the L-rd burned against Israel: Just as they sinned by taking three
[downward] steps, so too, their punishment was meted out to them in three steps. 1) Initially he
gave them over into the hands of marauders who came to rob them of their money and
possessions. 2) Subsequently, “He sold them into the hands of their enemies around,” i.e. they
became enemies of their neighbors as a result of they themselves becoming bad (evil) neighbors.
The explanation of the phrase, “and they sold them,” is that by removing His Providence from
them, their protection was removed and they were abandoned to be subject to the
[capriciousness] of nature and chance and were no longer able to stand up against their enemies,
who were naturally stronger than they. 3) After that, He increased their punishment by directly
punishing them and not merely removing from them His Providence. It reached such a state that,
“Where ever they went out, the hand of the L-rd was against them for evil,” i.e. originally when
the punishment was through the “hiding of Hisface,” the punishment was only indirect and was
aresult of natural forces. But now, He punished them directly, through the blows “of His Hand.”
Initially, when the punishment was merely through the “hiding of His face” it was conceivable
that they would be successful at times against a weaker enemy. But now that He was punishing
them directly, wherever they went out, even when they should have naturally been successful,
the Divine Hand was there against them so that they shouldn’t have any success “as the L-rd had
said . . .” that He would directly punish them whenever they would worship idols. They
continued to do evil until it became so difficult that they recognized the extent of their evil and
began to repent. Malbim, ibid.
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And the L-rd raised up Judges, who saved them from the hand of those who oppressed them.
And yet (in addition) they would not listen to their Judges, but they went astray after other gods,
and prostrated themselves before them; they turned aside quickly from the way on which their
fathers had walked, obeying the commandments of the L-rd; but they did not do so. And when
the L-rd raised them up Judges, then the L-rd was with the Judge, and saved them from the hand
of their enemies all the days of the Judge; for the L-rd relented because of their groaning, caused
by those who oppressed them and troubled them. And it came to pass, when the Judge was dead,
that they returned, and became more corrupt than their fathers, in following other gods to serve
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them, and to prostrate themselves to them; they did not cease any of their practices, nor their
stubborn way. Judges 2:16-19
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And the L-rd raised up Judges: | have already written that the statement in its entirety, from
verse 10 until the end of the chapter, is actually an introduction to the entire Book [of Judges]. It
is a description of the state of the people of Israel during the entire period of the Judges up until
the time of Samuel, the prophet (Shmuel HaNavi), the writer of the Book [of Judges]. During
this period, their sinning took one of the three above mentioned forms of sin and they were
punished through one of the three above mentioned punishments. Now [the author] is relating the
way the Judges arose in every generation to save Isragl. He began by making a general statement
that G-d established Judges and He saved the people of Isragl [through them], i.e. that whenever
there was a difficult time for them, he established Judges for them and all of their Judges saved
them from their oppressors. In this respect, all of the Judges were alike, i.e. that through them a
salvation was wrought for the people of Israel. The contrast between them was the duration of
the salvation. We find Judges under whom the salvation lasted their entire term of office, such as
Othniel, Deborah and others. [On the other hand,] we find [other] Judges who experienced a
reversal as their enemies came back to rule over them. [For instance,] this occurred to Ehud,
Samson, and others. [The writer] explains that this depended on the spiritual level of the
generation, i.e. if they listened to the voice of the Judge throughout his lifetime, then they
experienced salvation throughout his lifetime, up until his death, when they reverted back to their
evil ways. At other times, during the lifetime of the Judge, they would immediately rebel after
[their salvation] and turn away from the right path. The enemy [would then come back,] during
the lifetime of the Judge, and rule over them. This is what is mean by, “And yet (in addition)
they would not listen to their Judges’, i.e. at times they wouldn’t even listen to their Judges,
“but they went astray . . . they turned aside quickly,” i.e. during the lifetime of the Judge, and
with this “they turned aside quickly from the way on which their fathers had walked, obeying the
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commandments of the L-rd,” for the way of their fathers was to listen to the commandments of
their prophets and Judges, as it says (Judges 2:7), “And the people served the L-rd al the days of
Joshua, and all the days of the elders.” But they didn’'t do so. During that time, during the
lifetime of the Judge, the enemy overpowered them. And when the L-rd raised them up
Judges: This means that at times, He raised up Judges and “then the L-rd was with the Judge,
and saved them . . . al the days of the Judge.” This was also due to the conditions of the
generation, “for the L-rd relented because of their groaning, caused by those who oppressed
them and troubled them,” for they were steadfast in their righteousness during the entire lifetime
of the prophet and they cried out unto the L-rd and during the entire lifetime of the Judge He
relented of the terrible [decrees that He had made]. Regarding the phrase, “those who oppressed
them and troubled (dochek - pressures) them,” the oppressor is one who demands of them to pay
duty and imposes upon them servitude. The dochek comes to the place of the victim and pushes
him and forces him to live in crowded conditions, as it says (Joel 2:8), “Nor does one thrust
another.” But despite this, “And it came to pass, when the Judge was dead, that they
returned, and became more corrupt than their fathers.” For that reason, after the death of the
Judge, they were plundered [by their enemies] and became oppressed. Malbim, ibid.
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And the anger of the L-rd burned against Israel; and He said, Because this people has
transgressed my covenant which | commanded their fathers, and have not listened to my voice; |
also will not continue to drive out from before them any of the nations which Joshua left when
he died; That through them | may test Israel, whether they will keep the way of the L-rd to walk
in it, as their fathers kept it, or not. And the L-rd left these nations, without driving them out
hastily; nor did He deliver them into the hand of Joshua. Judges 2:20-23
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| also will not continue to drive out from before them: Rather, the nations shall remain in the
Land of Israel asthorns [in their sides and in their eyes]. The phrase, “the nations which Joshua
left,” is a parenthetical statement, i.e. the real reason why Joshua neglected them and didn’t drive
them out in his lifetime was actually caused by G-d “that through them | may test Israel,” for
He wanted to test the generation after Joshua “whether they will keep the way of the L-rd to
walk in it” to conquer the nations and not to make a covenant with them. For that reason “He
left these nations, without driving them out hastily” and the period of conquest continued on
beyond the lifetime of Joshua. This was in order to see whether the generation after him would
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keep G-d’'s Torah and not make a treaty with them. All of this is a parenthetical statement and
gives us the background to understand that because they did not withstand the test and did not
conquer [the nationg], as is described at length in the first chapter, the anger of G-d was incited
against them and He decreed that they would no longer conquer the [nations] and would not have
the ability to overcome them, as Joshua had [previously] warned them (Joshua 23:12-13), “If you
should at al turn back to attach yourselves [to the remnant of these nations], . . . know for a
certainty that the L-rd your G-d will no longer drive out any of these nations from before you;
but they shall be snares and traps to you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes,
until you perish from off this good land which the L-rd your G-d has given you.” This was
fulfilled after [Joshua s] death. Malbim 2:21-23

. The Judges: Their Role and Powers
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Since this second Book [of the Prophets - Shoftim, Judges] is dedicated to the subject of the
Judges who arose amongst the people of Israel after the death of Joshua (Yehoshua) until the
birth of Samuel (Shmuel) and the fourth Book [of the Prophets] is dedicated to the subject of the
kings (the Book of Kings - Sefer Melachim) who ruled over Israel and Judah, | saw fit to inquire
whether [the terms] Judges and Kings are really synonyms, referring to [leaders] who are similar
with similar attributes, or are they dissimilar, [the terms denoting] different modes of leadership.
After giving it some serious thought, | discovered that the Judges and Kings have five things in
common and five things that set them apart
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1) The first area of commonality between them is that both Judges and Kings were
appointed through Bais Din (a Sanhedrin or synod of elders) and the people of Israel
[subsequently] accepted them as their leaders. Regarding the Judges it is written, (Judges 2:16),
“And the L-rd raised up judges .. . .” i.e. [they were considered as if they were appointed by G-d]
since they were appointed by Bais Din, through which the Divine Spirit speaks. Also the
acceptance by the people of Isragl is clearly stated, as it says regarding Gideon (Judges 8:22),
“Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, Rule over us. . .” Regarding Jephtah it iswritten (Judges
11:8), “And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to you now, that you
may go with us, and fight against the Ammonites, and be our chief over all the inhabitants of
Gilead.” There is no doubt that initially the Divine spirit inspired the Judges with the spirit of
counsel and strength and when the people of Israel saw that the Name of G-d was called upon
them, they chose them and they appointed them to be Judges through the involvement of Bais
Din. However in regards to the Kings it is evident that we only anoint them through the
involvement of the Sanhedrin (Bais Din Hagadol) and a prophet. And besides their involvement,
the people would appoint him as King, as we found in the narratives regarding Saul, David,
Solomon, and others. These two aspects are mentioned in the Torah (Deut. 17:15), “Y ou shall set
him king over you, whom the L-rd your G-d shall choose . ..” Behold, the setting up is done
through the people and the Divine choice was through a prophet through the medium of an
anointment.

2) The second of area of commonality between them is that both Judges and Kings were
appointed to both lead the people forth in battle and to become involved in judgement. In regards
to Othniel ben Knaz is stated (Judges 3:10), “And the spirit of the L-rd came upon him, and he
judged Israel, and went out to war.” Similarly it is stated in regards to the other Judges that they
fought G-d’'s wars and that they judged the people of Israel. Even though in regards to some of
the Judges, as in the case of Tola, Jair, Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon there was only mention of their
judging [the people] and not their leadership in battle, and in regards to other Judges there was
only mention of their leadership in battle, such asin the case of Gideon and Abimelech, his son,
and not about their judging the people, it was because some needed only to judge, as there were
no wars during their term of office, and with others it was just the opposite. They were
appointed, however, to fulfill both roles. Regarding Kings, however, it is evident from their
histories that they fulfilled both roles, as it stated when the people of Israel [first] asked for a
King (Samuel | 8:20), “That we also may be like al the nations; and that our king may judge us,
and go out before us, and fight our battles.”

3) The third area which they had in common was that both Kings and Judges can inflict
punishment as a temporary injunction, when the need arises, even though it is not within the
normative guidelines of the Torah. For that reason, the Judges of Israel would do things that
were not within the confines of law (mishpat and halachah) but were necessary measures at the
time. We see this, for instance, when Gideon punished the men of Succoth and Penuel who
didn’'t provide his men with bread in their pursuit of [the Midianite generas] Zebah and
Zamunna (see Judges Chapter 8). He took thorns of the wilderness and briers, and with them he
chastised (threshed) the men of Succoth and he killed the men of Penuel. Such a punishment is
not in accordance with normative Torah law. In addition, Jephtah, in his anger against the men of
Ephraim, because they referred to the people of Gilead as (Judges 12:4-5), “fugitives of
Ephraim,” took possession of the passage of the Jordan and told those who passed through to
pronounce the word, * Shibboleth.” and captured and slaughtered [those who spoke in the dialect
of Ephraim and pronounced it “ Sibboleth”]. Was this according to [Torah] law? For this reason,
our Sages of blessed memory said (Sanhedrin 46a), “It has been taught: R. Eliezer b. Yaakov
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said: | have heard that the Beth din may, [when necessary,] impose flagellation and pronounce
[capital] sentences even where not [warranted] by the Torah; yet not with the intention of
disregarding the Torah but [on the contrary] in order to safeguard it.” They go on to cite various
incidents that illustrate this principle. Whereas in regards to the Kings, this is evident. For that
reason David killed the Amalekite because he said that he killed Saul, even though one is not
[normally] allowed to kill (impose the death sentence) when there are no witnesses or a warning
nor can one incriminate himself. [Another example is] when Nathan, the prophet, related [to
David] the incident of the wealthy man who took the lamb of the impoverished man, David said
(Samuel 11 12:5), “. .. Asthe L-rd lives, the man who has done this thing shall surely die.” All
of this was a response to the needs of the time.

4) The fourth area which was common to both of them was that one is required to fear and
honor them and one who disobeys them is condemned to death. Regarding the Judge, the Torah
states (Deut. 17:12), “And the man who will act presumptuously, and will not listen to the priest
who stands to minister there before the L-rd your G-d, or to the judge, that man shall die; and
you shall put away the evil from Isragl.” On that basis, also, Gideon had the right to punish the
men of Penuel and Sukkoth, which | previously mentioned, as he judged them to be rebels and
they were condemned to die because of their violation of his command. With regards to Kings,
however, our Sages commented on the verse in Joshua (Joshua 1:18), “If any rebels against your
commandment, and will not listen to your words in al that you command him, he shall be put to
death . ..” In Perek Nigmar Hadin (Sanhedrin 49a) it says, “1 would have thought that the verse,
‘If any rebels against your commandment,” applies even if the King demands that his subject
violates the Torah, had it not been written (ibid.), ‘only [rak] be strong and of good courage,” [as
the word rak comes to qualify and limit the King's power and implies that the King has no power
to force his subjects to violate the Torah].” For this reason they said that one who curses the
King can be condemned to death by the King, as David did to Shimi ben Gera, for he rebelled
against the King and was condemned to death.

5) The fifth area that they have in common is that the Judges followed one another over
time, one continuing after the other, just as the Kings of Israel followed each other. Just as there
wasn't a period of time without a king, since the founding of the kingdom, so too, according to
my opinion, during the period of the Judges, there was no time without a Judge, although there
were times that they were subservient to their enemies and other times that they were free from
their enemies. For that reason, the years of servitude are included in the years of the Judges, as |
will clarify, with G-d's help. This [form of record keeping, i.e. counting the years of servitude
together with the years of freedom]] was made in order that one can reconstruct from the total
years the entire chronology of the succeeding generations, for there is no other way of keeping
track of the years between the different events other than from the records of the Judges and
Kings. In [the Midrash] Shmos Rabbah (Parshah 40) it is stated that the Holy One, blessed be
He, showed Moshe, when he was on Mount Sinai, the Book of Adam HaRishon (the first man).
In it was written all of the future generations, their leaders, and their Kings etc. Behold [the
Midrash] equated leaders and Judges to Kings, as there was a continuous chain of leadership
throughout the generations. The statement at the end of the Book [of Judges - Judges 21:25], “In
those days there was no king in Israel; every man did that which was right in his own eyes,”
[which seems to contradict this] will be explained by mein its proper place. But it does not mean
that Israel was [entirely] without a Judge, but rather that the Judge of that period was not living
amongst them [and could not lead the people and dispense justice], for the Judge at that time was
Samson. At the time, (referring to the incident of the concubine of Geba), he was imprisoned by
the Philistines and was not living amongst the people of Isragl. In summation, Judges and Kings
shared the above five characteristics.
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6) There are, however, five areas in which they are distinct: The first distinction is that the
Divine appointment of a King is done through anointment. Regarding anointment, it is fitting
that you be aware that there are five essential conditions for anointment. It must be done by a
specific person, to a specific person, using specific materials, in a specific manner and in a
specific place. . . . The Judges, on the other hand, do not have the anocintment ceremony at all.
Thisisthefirst distinction.

7) The second distinction is that the function of the King is not to execute judgement and
judge between fellow men according to the laws of the Torah. Rather, his goa is the
improvement of society, i.e. to save the people from their enemies and to make ad hoc rulings
based on the pressing needs of society, rulings not in accordance with the conventional laws of
justice. The [role of the] Judges, on the other hand, is just the opposite. They were primarily
appointed to issue judgements in accordance with the laws of the Torah so “they shall judge the
people with just judgment.” (Deut. 16:18) Behold you see that the Torah in Parshas Shoftim
commanded that there be a minor court in every city, asit says (ibid.), “Judges and officers shall
you appoint in al your gates, . . .” ParshasKi Yipole (Deut. 17:8) deals with the High Court (the
Sanhedrin in Jerusalem) and The Judge, referring to the Chief Justice, a successor to the position
of our master Moshe, when he stood together with the seventy elders. Regarding them is it stated
(ibid. 9-11), “. . . and they shall declare to you the sentence of judgment; And you shall do
according to the sentence, . . . According to the sentence of the Torah which they shall teach you,
and according to the judgment which they shall tell you, you shall do; you shall not decline from
the sentence which they shall declare to you, to the right hand, nor to the left.” Behold their
primary function is to judicate according to the correct (i.e. Torah based) guidelines of justice.
For that reason they are called Judges. And if we find that the Judges mentioned in this Book [of
Judges] went out to wage war and had the mandate and absolute power to make ad hoc
judgements, not based upon the Torah, this was because there weren’t yet any kings and they
therefore had the powers of both being a Judge and a King. But this was not the primary function
of their office as Judges.

8) The third distinction are the special commandments that are specific to aKing and do not
apply to a Judge These are the prohibitions of having too many wives, too many horses, too
much silver and gold, of not becoming inebriated, as it says (Proverbs 31:4), “It is not for kings,
O Lemue, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes to say, Where is strong drink,” and
the commandment of writing a Sefer Torah for himself besides for the one that his father |eft
him. These responsibilities and others which are mentioned by our Sages [in the second chapter
of Sanhedrin] which apply to Kings do not apply to Judges. The reason is that Judges are much
more duty bound to carry out the judgements [and ordinances] of the Torah than aKing is, as |
have previously explained. Consequently, the Torah needed to admonish the King not to be led
astray by his physical desires, his greed, and his pride, the Torah commanded him to write a
Sefer Torah for himself and not just avail himself of those that preceded him, and the Torah
admonished him not to lift up his heart above his brethren and not to veer from the
commandments right or left. All of this was in order that the King shouldn’t think that he isn't
bound by the laws of the Torah, because he is the King. The Judges, on the other hand, don’t
need [such reminders| as they are duty bound to uphold the laws and statutes of the Torah and
they, together with the rest of the people of Israel, are not required to fulfill the special
commandments that are specific to aKing.

9) The fourth distinction is those privileges which were given to the King by the Torah
which are not merited by the Judge. Some relate to the special honor of a King, i.e. one is not
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allowed to sit on his throne, ride his horse, use his scepter or any of his personal implements, or
marry his widow. The King does not perform chalitza or yibum (levirate marriage to the wife of
his deceased brother) nor do any of his brothers perform chalitza or yibum to his widow. It is
forbidden to look at him in an undressed state, when he is in the bath, or when he is taking a
haircut. Every member of the people of Israel, even a prophet, is required to stand up in his
presence and prostate themselves before him. Behold, all of the above mentioned privileges and
others that are mentioned in the Talmud are strictly given to the King and not to the Judge.
Regarding the privileges that relate to his material benefit and possessions [stated in Samuel |
8:14-17], our Sages have said (see Sanhedrin 20b) that the King actually has the right to
implement them all. There it is stated:, “And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and
your olive trees, the best of them, and give them to his servants. And he will take the tenth of
your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his servants. And he will take
your menservants, and your maidservants, and your best young men, and your donkeys, and put
them to his work. He will take the tenth of your sheep; and you shall be his servants.” Thereisa
Rabbinic tradition that the King has the right to tax the people to pay for his personal needs and
for the needs of the military. He can levy specific duties and it is forbidden to avoid such
taxation. He [also] has the right to decree that anyone who avoids paying duty will be put to
death and the property of anyone who is put to death by the King automatically becomes the
property of the King. [In addition,] any land that he personally conquers becomes his. All of the
above mentioned privileges only belong to the King and not to the Judge.

10)  Thefifth distinction is that a King who is anointed is privileged that the royal crown (i.e.
the office of royalty) will continue to remain with him and his posterity forever, for royalty is
hereditary, as it says (Deuteronomy 17:20), “. . . that he may prolong his days in his kingdom,
he, and his children, in the midst of Israel.” If the deceased king left only a child [to inherit his
position], measures are taken to guard the position for him until he reaches adulthood, as
Jehoiada did for Joash. All those that precede their relatives in regards to inheritance also have
precedence in regards to inheriting the throne and the older son precedes the younger. The reason
that G-d tore away the kingship of Saul and other kings was due to their sins. The Judges, on the
other hand, didn’'t give over their position of power to their children, as it was specific only to
them because of their special qualities of strength, wisdom, fear of G-d, etc. Behold it is clear
that the Judges are not exactly like the Kings, even though the powers of the Judges mentioned
in this Book was similar to that of the Kings. Preface of R. Yitzchak Abravand to his
commentary to the Book of Judges
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Moshe received the Torah at Sina and gave it over to Joshua, Joshua to the Elders, and the
Elders to the Prophets, and the Prophets gave it over to the Men of the Great Assembly. Avos
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Moshe received the Torah from Sinai, not from the mouth of an angel nor from the mouth of a
Saraph, but, rather from the mouth of the King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, asit is
stated (Lev. 26:46), "These are the statutes, judgments, and Torahs'. From what source do |
know that He wrote it down for him? As is stated (Deut. 4:13), "And He wrote them on the two
tablets of stone." Moshe gave it over to Joshua, as it is stated, "And Joshua the son of Nun was
full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moshe had laid his hands upon him; and the people of Isragl
listened to him, and did as the L-rd commanded Moses." Joshua gave it over to the Elders, as it
is stated (Judges 2:7), "And the people served the L-rd all the days of Joshua, and all the days of
the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen al the great works of the L-rd, that He did for
Israel.” They had long [productive] days [after Joshua's death] but did not live on for many years
after. The Elders gave it over to the Judges as it is stated (Judges 2:18,19), "And when the L-rd
raised for them Judges, then the L-rd was with the Judge, and saved them from the hand of their
enemies all the days of the Judge; for the L-rd relented because of their groaning, caused by
those who oppressed them and troubled them. And it came to pass, when the Judge was dead,
that they returned, and became more corrupt than their fathers, in following other gods to serve
them, and to bow down to them; they did not cease any of their practices, nor their stubborn
way." The Judges gave it over to Eli, asit is stated (Samuel | 1:9), "And Eli the priest sat upon a
seat by the gate post of the temple of the L-rd." Eli gaveit over to Samuel, as it is stated (Samuel
| 2:26), "And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favor both with the L-rd, and also with men."
Samuel gave it over to the Prophets, as it is stated (Amos 3:7), "Surely the L-rd G-d will do
nothing, without revealing His secrets to His servants, the Prophets.” The Prophets gave it over
to Chaggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. They in turn gave it over to the men of the Great Assembly.
AvosD'R. Nosson I1:Chap.1

[1. Othniel ben Kenaz
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And they were to test Israel by them, to know whether they would listen to the commandments
of the L-rd, which He commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. And the people of Israel
lived among the Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jebusites,
And they took their daughters to be their wives, and gave their daughters to their sons, and
served their gods. And the people of Israel did evil in the sight of the L-rd, and forgot the L-rd
their G-d, and served Baalim and the Asherot. Therefore the anger of the L-rd burned against
Israel, and He sold them into the hand of Kushan-Rishatham king of Mesopotamia; and the
people of Israel served Kushan-Rishathaim eight years. Judges 3:4-8
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And when the people of Israel cried to the L-rd, the L-rd raised up a savior for the people of
Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. And the spirit of the
L-rd came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war; and the L-rd delivered
Kushan-Rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia, into his hand; and his hand prevailed against
Kushan-Rishathaim. And the land had rest forty years. And Othniel the son of Kenaz died.
Judges 3:9-11
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And the sons of Judah fought against Jerusalem, and took it, and struck it with the edge of the
sword, and set the city on fire. And afterwards the sons of Judah went down to fight against the
Canaanites, who lived in the mountain, and in the Negev, and in the valley. And Judah went
against the Canaanites who lived in Hebron; and the name of Hebron before was Kiriath-Arba;
and they slew Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai. And from there he went against the inhabitants
of Debir; and the name of Debir before was Kiriath-Sepher; And Caleb said, He who strikes
Kiriath-Sepher, and takes it, to him will | give Achsah my daughter for a wife. And Othniel the
son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, took it; and he gave him Achsah, his daughter, for a
wife. And it came to pass, when she came to him, that she urged him to ask her father for afield;
and she alighted from her donkey; and Caleb said to her, What do you want? And she said to
him, Give me a blessing; for you have given me the land of the Negev; give me aso springs of
water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs. Shoftim 1:8-15
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It has been taught: A thousand and seven hundred kal vahomer and gezerah shavah and
specifications (inferences from Scripture) of the Scribes were forgotten during the period of
mourning for Moses. Said R. Abbuha: Nevertheless Othniel the son of Kenaz restored [these
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forgotten teachings] as a result of his dialectics, as it says (Joshua 15:17), “And Othniel the son
of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it; (Kiryas Sefer - lit. the city of the Book) and he gave him
Achsah his daughter to wife.” And why was her name called Achsah? - R. Yohanan said:
Because whosoever saw her was angry with hiswife. “And it came to pass as she came unto him
that she moved him to ask of her father a field. And she alighted [vatiznah] off her donkey.”
(ibid. 18) What does the word va-tiznah mean? Rava reported in the name of R. Yitzchak: She
said to him: Just as a donkey when it has no food in its trough immediately cries out, (tzakah) so
a woman when she has no wheat in her house cries out immediately, [as it says (ibid.), “And
Caleb said unto her: What do you want?].” And she answered, “ Give me a blessing for you have
given me a south (negev) land - implying a house dry [minugav - devoid] of all goodness
[money]; give me also (you have given me only) springs of water,” meaning a man in whom is
only Torah.” “And he gave her the upper springs [gulloth] and the nether springs.” He said to
her, “One to whom all the secrets of the upper and nether worlds are revealed, need one ask food
from him?’ Temura 16a
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And the descendants of Keini, Moses' father-in-law, went up from the city of palm trees with the
sons of Judah into the wilderness of Judah, which lies in the south of Arad; and they went and
lived among the people. Judges 1:16
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A Tanna taught: Othniel is actually Jabez (Yaavetz). He was called Othniel because G-d
answered him, and Jabez because he counselled and fostered Torah in Israel. And what was his
[real] name? Judah the brother of Simeon. And whence do we derive that G-d answered him? -

Since it says (Chronicles | 4:10), “And Jabez called on the G-d of Israel saying, ‘Oh that Thou
wouldst bless me indeed and enlarge my border, and that Thine hand might be with me, and that
Thou wouldst keep me from evil that it may not grieve me!” And G-d granted him that which he
requested.” * Oh that Thou wouldst bless meindeed’ - with Torah; ‘and enlarge my border’ - with
pupils; ‘that Thine hand might be with me’, that my studies may not be forgotten from my heart;

‘and that Thou wouldst keep me from evil’, - that | may meet friends like myself; ‘that it may not
grieve me, - that the evil inclination may not have power over me so as to prevent me from

studying: If Thou doest so it is well, but if not, | shall go with my ‘grief’ to the grave.
Immediately, ‘ G-d granted him that which he requested.” Temurah 16a
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And from ther e he went against the inhabitants of Debir; and the name of Debir before was
Kiriath-Sepher (Judges 1:11): This narrative as well as the narrative of Achsah has already
been mentioned in the Book of Joshua, which means that this event had already occurred during
the lifetime of Joshua. It seems that our Sages were sensitive to this [repetition] and the fact this
narrative is linked to the narrative of the descendants of Keini going up from the city of palms,
which, on the surface, seems to have no connection. Our Sages expounded (Temurah 164) that
the three thousand halachos (laws) which were forgotten during the period of the mourning of
Moshe were reconstructed through the pilpul (logical arguments) of Othniel the son of Kenaz.
They also interpreted the phrase (Judges 1:15), “. . . for you have given me the land of the Negev
(dryness),” to mean, “a man who is dry (devoid) of all goodness in whom is only Torah,” and
they also stated that the descendants of the Keini forsook the most fertile part of Jericho, which
Joshua had given them, and went to Othniel the son of Kenaz to study Torah. They arrived at
this conclusion because of the repetition of the two narratives and understood that this was a hint
that the [second] narrative was aso alegorical, using precious (lit. inlayed with gold) metaphors
[to convey its message]. There is [further] evidence for this as we find that Debir is aso called
“Kiriath-Sannah” in the Book of Joshua (15:49). From this they deduced that only after the
conquest was it referred to as Kiriath Sepher, for the students [of Othniel] gathered together to
study and review the Sefer Torah creating a large yeshivah there. It was aso called
Kiriath-Sannah, for the word “Sannah” recalls (Deut. 33:16), “the good will of Him who dwelt
in the bush (sneh),” as well as [Har (Mount) Snai] where Moshe received the Torah, and
Othniel was the head of the yeshivah [there which taught Torah]. He “struck or conquered”
(heekah) Kiriath Sepher, for the term heekah (struck) is a rabbinic expression of victory through
logical argument, similar to the phrase, “milchamta shel Torah” - the battle of Torah. We find
this expression in the verses (Proverbs 23:1), “When you sit to eat (do battle) with a ruler,
consider diligently what is before you,” (Psalms 45:6), “Your arrows are sharp . . .,” and similar
verses which our Sages interpreted to refer to the battle over [discovering the truth in the
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teachings of the] Torah. The term, “striking” (hakaah), refers to the victory in the battle [over
Torah], i.e. the recognition that the ruling is in accordance with his legal opinion. We find
another parallel in the Talmud’s (Berachos 18b) exposition of the verse (Samuel 11 23:20), “. . .
he went down also and slew (hikah) alion in the midst of a pit in atime of snow,” i.e. he studied
and mastered the Sfra D’vel Rav (the Torah Shebaal Peh - the Oral tradition - on Sefer Vayikra -
the Book of Leviticus). Othniel was victorious both in the war against the Canaanites in Kiriath
Sepher, the simple meaning of the text, the war that is mentioned in the Book of Joshua, and also
in the second form of victory, that of discovering the truth in the Torah, that which is mentioned
here (Book of Judges). And since Achsah saw that both interpretations of “Eretz HaNegev” - dry
land were her lot, i.e. 1) the land was parched, thirsting for water, this is the intention of the
narrative in the Book of Joshua, and 2) that her husband turned his attention to the land of the
south, as in the phrase (Bava Basra 25b), “He who wishes to become wise should turn to the
south,” i.e. symbolicaly the south, where the Menorah was placed in the Tabernacle and
Temple, represents wisdom. Since this was the focus of all of his yearnings and desires, he
would not produce a livelihood to satisfy the needs of his home. For this reason Scripture uses
the word, “nisatani” (which can be interpreted you have made me) instead of the more common,
“nosata li” (you have given me), i.e. | have become a parched land through my husband.
Consequently, she requested a spring and a field to provide a livelihood for herself. [Scripture
continues (Joshua 15:19)] “And he gave her the upper springs, and the lower springs.” The first
narrative is to be understood literally, i.e. he gave her the springs to water her arid land. The
second narrative is to be understood, in addition, that he was telling her that she already is in
possession of a husband who is drawing vibrant water (mayim chaim) from the Source of the
higher and lower blessings, i.e. Divine and human wisdom, as our Sages interpreted in the
Midrash, “One to whom all the secrets of the upper and nether worlds are revealed, need one ask
anything from him?” Accordingly, Scripture is poetically telling us that when [Othniel] settled
himself [in the area] and had spread much Torah, which was the fulfillment of his prayers
(Chronicles | 2:55, 4:10), according to the interpretation of our Sages [who identify Jabez with
Othniel], the descendants of Keini came up to the Judean desert [to be] near him, and he settled
those peoplein the settlement (yeshiva) of wisdom. Malbim, Judges 1:11



