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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Describe Ramchal's attitude to the study of nigleh.

2.  What was the attitude of the Y eshiva of Venice
towards Ramchal and his writings?

3. WhowasR. Yaakov Poppers and what was his
attitude towards Ramchal and his writings?

4. Describe Ramchal's stay in Amsterdam.

5.  What happened to Ramchal's early Cabalistic
writings?

This and much more will be addressed in the ninth lecture
of thisseries: "A Life of Illumination: The Spiritual Legacy
of Rav Moshe Cham Luzzatto".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind, as you listen to the tape and read
through the outline. Go back to these questions once again
at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Useit, as well, as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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A LIFE OF ILLUMINATION:
THE SPIRITUAL LEGACY OF RAV MOSHE CHAIM LUZZATTO

l. The Controversial Mystic
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| saw that [you,] the prince of Torah, was happy that my study of nigleh (the non mystical
area of Torah study) has produced fruitful results. | too am happy, thank G-d, that G-d
has graced mein all areas of hisHoly Torah, for it isall perfect and restores the soul. |
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divine, however, that it is[in this sole area] that he desires [that | put my total
concentration] and it would gladden him if | were to forsake the study of Kabbalah and
would be totally engrossed in nigleh. | am very pained that | am so far away from [you,]
the exalted prince of Torah. For if | were closer to you, | wouldn't cease from attempting
to convince you that a person of your stature, a prince and giant of Torah in Israel, should
not forsake the essential good, the pure light, the fine flour of Torah knowledge, to satisfy
your lofty soul with only the grass of the field, which is the ssmple meaning of the text of
the Torah, and fill your life with bitterness being engrossed in the kal v’chomer and
gezairah shaveh, regarding which [the Zohar in  Rayah Mihemna Par shas Bahal oscha
153a citestheverse,] "And they embittered their lives with hard labor . . .". Behold
Scripture cries out and says, (Isaiah 40:6) "All flesh isas grass and all the kindness
thereof is as the flower of the field." All the kindness which they perform is done solely
for themselves. All the while, [even though] the Holy Shechina waits patiently for her
children that they lead her out from the golus (exile), none of her children which she bore
leads her out. Isthis pleasing to G-d? In conclusion [we must ask the following]: What
pleasure does our Creator, may He be blessed, have from al of the great pilpulim
(complex logical analyses) and the many legal decisions? None of them makes the effort
to understand G-d's secrets and to reveal thelight of His glory unto the Shechinaasit is
stated in Scripture (Genesis 9:16), "And | will seeit and remember the eternal covenant",
which refers to the secrets of the Torah. The holy one, Rabbi Shimon bar Y ochai (Zohar
Chadash folio 70 column 4) did not hide his opinion regarding this matter in his
explanation of the verse (Shir HaShirim (Song of Solomon) 1:8), "If you, the fairest of
women, don't know . . .". He stated, "He who does not know the secrets of the Torah,
even if he has many good deeds [to his credit], he is excluded from all of the gates of that
world." Did the holy Rav, the Arizal, mask his sentimentsin his statement, "A person
with a sharp mind should learn halachain depth for an hour or two, at most. A person
who does not possess such a mind should not learn in depth at all. Rather, his main
efforts should be made in the areas of Midrashim, Agadatas, and Kabbal ah, the innermost
part of the Torah." That being the case, how can we forsake the essence and grab hold of
that which is secondary? In short, in the next world, one only finds the light which he
brought forth through the knowledge which he acquired in this world. He who knows the
innermost knowledge will have pleasure of the innermost light. He who did not achieve
thiswill not have any pleasure fromit. If they say [in their defense], "Behold the laws are
necessary for the Jewish people! Should we forsake them?' No! We won't forsake them
but we will set timesfor them asit isimpossible to be without them. We will not,
however, spend the bulk of our timein them, G-d forbid! Behold thisis an evil thing,
through our many sins, that the majority of the scholars of Isragl have distanced
themselves from the truth and from the pleasant light of the glory of Hashem, our G-d,
and have pursued their sophistry. Hashem, who tests the hearts, knows what their true
intention is, for they are only attracted to monetary profit and honor and base their
choices upon them. | have tremendous anguish concerning a great man like yourself, a
prince of Torah, who is not putting his primary efforts into an area befitting a man of
such stature. Appropriate to his ability, he should partake in the exquisite pleasures of the
king, the King of the universe. | can only do that which isin my power. | bless Hashem
who has counseled me to go in the path of truth and He will always infuse the hearts of
His children with that which is best for them. | believe that no one suspects me of
violating the oath [which was imposed upon him by the V enetian Rabbinate]. Thisis also
good. ... Letter from R. Moshe Luzzattoto R. Yeshaya Bassan, Padua Adar 19,
5492 (1732)
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Eliyahu, the faithful prophet, arose and said, "Rabbi, Rabbi, it will come to pass that at
the evening there will belight." (Zechariah 14:7) Most certainly thisisreferring to your
light that was embedded within thiswork. Up until now the situation could be described
with the words of the verse, "He has made me dwell in the darkness." (Lam. 3:6) Now at
the end of the day, the time of the setting of the sun, there will be light. At the time of the
redemption, the people who walk in darkness will see the great light in this work and the
strong hand [of G-d] and all of this great awesomeness."  Tikun 39 of the Ramchal's
tikunim
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| received each one of your letters, putting pressure upon me to do something against my
better judgment. For even if there is nothing wrong with the content of your work, it is of
no benefit. Thereis nothing new init. Thework Matzraif L'Chachma, by Yashar (Y osef
Shlomo Rofeh del Medigo) of blessed memory, is overflowing with proofs and logical
arguments supporting the science of Kabbalah. In addition, R. Abiad recently published a
similar work, [entitted Emunas Chachamim].What will your work contribute? Do you
really think that someone who was not convinced by the two previous works will be
impressed by yours? If you believeit, | don't. For the hearts of people are deceitful and
sick, who can know it? (See Jeremiah 17:9) Things like this have happened many times
before, where they have hoped for positive results and it only created bad. He whose
heart is stained will turn something sound into something poisonous and will derive
falsehood from the words of truth. Truth betold, just as | haven't plumbed the depths of
your mind regarding the essence of your undertaking, so too, | have no ideawhere you
are headed and what you expect by publishing thiswork. | have already stated my
opinion that if [by publishing this work] you hope to solve your [financial] problems, it
will be of no avail. For there are relatively few customers who are interested in buying
such works, even if it were the first of its kind, and most certainly in this case where time
and again such works have been published.

And this[approbation] should be a proof that my sole intention is to present to you the
honest truth, all for your true benefit, for you shouldn't think that because of my own
concerns | would hold myself back from writing aline or two to allow you to publish this
work, as| havein fact written in the accompanying sheet of paper. However, because |
have seen you totally immersed in thisthing, | have dragged my feet. | thought that
perhaps in the interim your natural exuberance (lit. heat) would dissipate and you would
take the correct [course of action]. | waited, however, in vain. | thought that you would
be scalded with luke warm water, and | see that even boiling water doesn't effect you.
(See Berachos 16b) Y ou want your plans to be carried out and nothing will deter you.
May it be Hiswill that you will not regret this decision and that | will not experience
pain and worry over this approbation. For you can't deny that everything that you have
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done in the past was simply astonishing and no one on earth knows where it came from.
Y ou were the subject of everyone's conversation. If it hadn't been for the help given to
me and you by the G-d of my father, who enlightened my eyesto find away to still the
matter and to quiet the murmurings of the masses, who knows how far these things
would have gone. And now, you are repaying me bad for good by forcing me to publicly
affix my name to a publication which in all probability will not be accepted by the
public, either because of the subject matter or because of the author. For | am the one
who hears the rumors, and not you. Y our sentiment is, "L et the eyes[of my enemies| pop
out." (See Number 16:14) Can you close al the mouths that say, "What is this that ben
Kish (Saul) now prophecies with prophets, behold he is hidden?" (See Samuel | 10:11)

And now blessed one of G-d, pay attention to all of the above, for all is evident and you
have the power to do asyou please. May it be Hiswill that you find favor in the eyes of
Hashem and man and that the end should be good. And regarding that which you were
afraid that someone was holding me back from giving you the af orementioned
permission, it is not so, for | haven't spoken to anyone regarding this. My mouth,
however, expresses the [misgivings| of my heart and | deserve credit that | have not been
insincere. And now that | am giving you the permission that you desire, gather your
thoughts together and think this through logically and desist from publishing this, for it
serves no purpose and will bring no benefit. If you listen to my advice, Hashem will be
with you. If you don't listen, however, and something bad occurs, you should know that
you were warned and, thereby, | have saved my soul from responsibility. | am not going
to make any further pleas. Only thisdo | pray to the Supreme Power: May Hashem bless
you and bestow good unto you asis my and your desire, and the desire of my entire
household, especially my son.  Reggio, Tuesday, the third of Sivan, 5494 (1734)

Y eshaya ben HaGaon Yisrael Hezekiah Bassan

Text of the Approbation: Amongst the tribes of Israel, | have faithfully informed them
that the scholar, may Hashem protect and save him, presented before me this work,
which iscalled Mamar HaVikuach. | examined the work and | haven't found anything
that seemsto be, in my humble opinion, perverse and twisted. Therefore do | give him
permission to publicize it. May his G-d be with him and may He guide him on the true
path for His namesake. Amen.
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Incidentally, | want to tell you an interesting thing that happened to me now in Venice, as
| had to go there first before my trip [to Amsterdam]. For when that great confounder,
Belilious, heard that | am traveling [to Amsterdam], he immediately jumped to the
conclusion that | am going there in order to publish my works, something that had not
even entered my mind. In addition, | clearly denied to anyone who asked that that was the
purpose of my trip. He began to reproach me, as he congtantly does with the members of
the yeshivain Venice. Immediately, they (the yeshiva of Venice) sent me three
emissaries, R. Gavriel Paduani, R. Moshe Menachem, and Belilius and in the name of the
yeshivatold me that they had heard that | am traveling and that | want to publish material
and in effect | want to go against the written agreement that we had made. | responded
that it wasn't true and that | had no interest at all in going against the written agreement.
Then they said to me, "Behold you study your works with your students.” | told them, "It
istrue, but I am doing thislegally, as we had specifically spoken about this and R.

Y eshayah Bassan agreed to this. But you should know that | don't want to reawaken any
of the original matters. | am traveling to take care of necessary persona matters and
nothing else. In order not to deny the truth, however, you should know that | do have one
composition which | may possibly print. Although | don't plan to do it now, as an aside, |
may have it done. | have aready received permission from R. Y eshaya Bassan, may
Hashem protect and save him, asit is stated in the copy which | made." The emissaries
left and repeated my response in the presence of the yeshiva. The scholar, R. Patzipiko,
then began to speak and said the following, "HaRav Bassan is not the entire world. (I am
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not saying thisover as loshon horah (talebearing), G-d forbid, rather | haveto tell you
the complete facts in order that you not complain afterwards that | didn't tell you.) We
want to see and we want to issue an approbation. The document which R. Bassan madeis
improper and we want to issue another document according to our specifications." They
sent me emissaries yet another time. When they came to me, they told me that they have
anew document which they wanted me to sign. | then told them, "I don't want to even
hear anything new. That which Rav Bassan made is done and over with and it is that
which | will fulfill. I don't want to even hear about anything new." | didn't want to accept
the emissaries at all and to even hear from them [the contents which was written on] the
paper [which they sent me]. | went on my way and arrived home in peace. They were
very angry and said that they wanted sole control [over this] and not others and they did
not know from Rav Bassan or any other Rav. | left them in the midst of their anger and |
said to R. Gavriel and R. Moshe Menachem, "Y ou should know that | am not subservient
to them at al. | am from Padua and not from Venice. What | did with HaRav [Bassan], |
did, because | am dependent upon him. Besides this [commitment], | have no desireto
initiate anything else. Regarding that which | did [in the past], | have already told you
that | fulfilled it. [But] nothing else.” I am telling al of this, to you, the prince of
Torah, as one who tells a story [of the distant past]. | hope that their anger will only
remain within their hearts. Be that which it may, | am traveling on business and don't
have on my person even one piece of paper. They can say what they want. . . . Letter
from Ramchal to R. Y eshaya Bassan, the first of Cheshvan 5495 (1734)
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Behold, | ask but one thing of you, which ismy real request. Strengthen the discipline of
your service before Him, may He be blessed. . . . Don't veer from it right or left and don't
forsake His Torah and be as careful with the study of the Zohar as with the radiance
(zohar) of the heavens. Y ou should also try to increase your other studies and not, G-d
forbid, diminish them. Strive for peace and distance yourselves from hatred, and the fire
of strife should be submerged and be extinguished for ever and ever. | am traveling to
where the exalted right hand of Hashem will lead me. Wherever | will go, | will include
myself with you. . . . And you should pray on my behalf so that Hashem may grant
successto my journey and lead me on the proper path for His namesake, and may | find
that the longing of my heart will be in concert with the Hiswill, which is the embodiment
of good. . .. Letter from Ramchal to hisdisciplesin Padua, thetenth of Kislev 5495
(1734), written in Bolzano, Italy
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... Thisismy consolation in my misery, for | was young and immature and haven't as
yet reached the period of understanding (forty yearsold). . . . For al of the above | have
deep regrets and terrible shame. . .. Behold | am audibly swearing before you, clearly
articulating an oath recognized by the Torah. From this day on, | accept upon myself, in
addition to what | have already accepted upon myself before my mentor, R. Y eshaya
Bassan, with all of the severity of a cherem gadol, nidui, and shamta (excommunication
and aresulting state of accursedness), that | not teach the science of Kabbalah, from this
day on, to any person, whom ever it may be, in any circumstances whatsoever, whether to
an individua or agroup. It should be taught neither through any  sefer whatsoever, nor
orally, even the teachings of the Arizal or the Zohar, or any other work of Kabbalah and
most certainly not what | myself composed. . . . | also [commit myself] not to show, to
absolutely anyone, whether directly or indirectly, any of the writings or minor works of
Kabbalah. Nor will | write for myself or others, whomsoever they may be, and most
certainly will not publish any such works, whether through myself or through others or
through any person on this world, whether they be related to me or not, under any
circumstances. . . . | reserve the right, however, if Hashem will grant me life, that when |
reach the age of forty, to teach the known writings of the Arizal to a G-d fearing disciple,
provided that the disciple or disciples have reached the age of forty. . . . | pray that the
Almighty will put an end to my difficulties. . . . Tuesday, the seventeenth of Teves 5495
(1735), Frankfurt am Main. | have personally signed that | made this oath in Frankfurt
am Main and have committed myself to fulfill all that is written and spelled out above.
Moshe Chaim Luzzato. Document which was composed by R. Yaakov HaK ohen
Poppers, Chief Rabbi of Frankfurt am Main, and his Bais Din and signed by
Ramchal
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We hereby decree with the force of all of the curses of the Torah that no new Kabbalistic
work, written over the past hundred years and not yet published, should be in one's
possession. Most certainly does this apply to any work that bears asimilarity to the Zohar
inits language, either wholly or partially, whether it's written in the name of a scholar or
Gaon or in the name of a Magid, Raya Mihemna, Eliyahu, or anyone similar, whether in
Eretz Yisradl or in ChutzL'Aretz (outside Isragl). Any new Kabbalistic insight of the last
seventy years should not be studied in a group of scholars, and most certainly not taught
to students. Thisis because we have found that all those who add new insights on to the
corpus of the mystic literature, which stands on the highest plane of the universe, arein
reality diminishing the honor of Heaven . . . and lending a hand to superficia thinkers
who will misunderstand these concepts. Nothing good can come out from al these
innovations. . . . For we know that there is no one in these generations who can compare
themselves to R. Shimon [bar Y ochal] and his colleagues, of blessed memory, nor to the
G-dly R. Yitzchak Luriaand his disciples, of blessed memory, and there is none who can
compare to the earlier and later Sages of the Talmud, for one cannot add to nor detract
from [their wisdom]. Anyone who changes even so much as the point of aneedleis
considered to have violated the words of the Sages and is condemned to death . . . and is
deemed to be someone who denies the essential belief of Judaism and is a heretic and
apikorus. . .. We beseech the Rabbanim, Gaonim, and leaders of the holy communities
of Diasporain Poland and Germany and especially the Rabbanim and Gaonim of ~ Eretz
Yisrael, aswell as the Rabbanim, Gaonim and leaders of the holy communitiesin Turkey
and Italy, that they join with us and sign and agree to strengthen this protective
legidlation . . . that it be fulfilled with full compliance for a period of twenty five years
without any exceptions. Altona. Yechezkel b. R. Avraham Katzenellenbogen, Altona,
Hamburg, Wansbak; M oshe Chagiz, Yerushalayim
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If an assailant comes upon a person and tells him, "Either attest in writing to the fact that
you are a mamzer (born out of an incestuous or adultrous union),” for instance, "or | will
behead you," would a[reasonable] person refuse to write a document to that effect and
signit and give up hislife? This was the situation with which | was faced. Behold, they
came to me with [athreat that was the equivalent of] adrawn sword or a drawn bow,
being pursued by the entire Diaspora. They told me, "Either you write and sign this or we
will wage war against you up until the very heart of the Heavens." Would | be so half
witted or insane as to refuse them? From where would | draw strength to fight against the
whole world? If someone wereto ask, "Why didn't G-d save you?', | would reply, "I and
the whole world belong to Him. If He wants this to happen, why should it bother me?’
They thought that they had conquered a mighty fortress and had taken away the crown.
By my life, | laughed [inside of me] at them and was astonished by them and thought,
"They are at aloss for what to do and act asif they are lacking any intelligence. For if the
truth ison my side, will my admission remove it from me? And if it is not on my side,
would my insistence that it is add anything for me." | already had told them, "Look, | am
affixing my signature to alie, because | never fabricated anything." They replied, "No!

Y ou will write the following!" | then retorted, "Yes, | will write." So what. By doing so, |
haven't added to or detracted from anything and | extricated myself from averbal war.
Wasn't that good for me? And now, my father, my father, of pure heart, aman of truth, if
| deceived you regarding this and | intentionally lied in order to achieve thereby
recognition, may Hashem never forgive me. But what can | say? Through the anger of the
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L-rd of Hosts, the world of wisdom has become desolate and understanding has | eft
mankind and they have become covered with blackness and awesome darkness, for every
heart goes after profit. . . .

Here, [in Amsterdam,] thank G-d, | am living with great honor amongst the Sefardim,
who cherish me asif they had given birth to me. Thisis only due to the wonders of the
One with perfect knowledge. (See Job 37:16) . . . They have even appointed me to be
their Rosh Yeshiva. In their eyes, even my everyday conversation is considered the equal
of Solomon's wisdom. Behold, all of the Torah scholars, thank G-d, gather around me,
when ever they have a chance. They find it very difficult that | don't want to teach them
the science of truth (Kabbalah). It isnot that | am complying with the prohibition of
Frankfurt, for | consider their actions to be but broken pottery. | just don't want to teach
any of them at thistime, not even one word. Therefore, | haven't even uttered a small
sentence regarding thisand | am not about to. L etter from Ramchal to R. Yeshaya
Bassan thefirst of Elul 5495 (1735)

. The Ramchal's Defenders
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The archersfiercely attacked him, shot at him, hated him (See Genesis 49:23), and
plotted against him. They were like foxes, [cleverly darting about] in the ruins, and acted
with him like Jezebel with Naboth. They falsely testified against him, their mouths were
inscribed with sin and arrogance. They sent out their [falsehoods| far and wide and sent
them to R. Moshe Chagiz, whose manner islike that of atempest or storm. . . . Regarding
what the scholars of Venice wrote about Ramchal, that he had violated the oath [imposed
upon him by the Venetian Rabbinate] and that he prevailed upon the forces of evil
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through the imposition of oaths that they reveal to him the secrets of the Torah, it is
already common knowledge that it was afabrication. All the more so regarding their false
claim that | had returned to him some of the works [that were given to me for safe
keeping]. They are al lies and fabrications. In addition, that which they wrote, that when
he traveled to Amsterdam, he brought with him the Book of Psalms ( Sefer Tehilim)
which he had composed in order to publish it, is utterly false, for when | traveled to
Padua [to impose the oath upon Ramchal], | took it with me back homewhere | hid it.
Also regarding that which they wrote, that the ~ Magid [an angel sent from Heaven to
reveal Divine truths] told him that David's Psalms are destined to be replaced by his, is
totally libelous. [Asthe Talmud (Nidah 7b) states]|, "People do not ask of someone who
has not seen the new moon to come and testify but only someone who has seenit.” For
this aforementioned work is actually in my hand and upon it isinscribed the date in
which it was composed. It was begun on Monday, the fourth of Sivan, 5486 (1726) and
was completed on the first of Shevat 5487 (1727). If so, it was not composed through the
inspiration of the Magid. It is clearly evident that that is the case as the manuscript is full
of erasures and corrections, as is naturally common in the works of any author, who, as a
matter of course, writes, erases, and rewrites. The [reason he composed such awork] is
because he is atrue expert in the science of poetry and extended himself to create awork
that issimilar to [David's] Psalms. . . . [Heis not the first to have created such a work, as]
he was preceded by others. In conclusion, all of the statements made by the Venetians
are the statements of decelvers. They are false, and fabrications. They even maligned me
and stated that | had sent the box of Psalms [that he composed] to Amsterdam and they
didn't move from their place. ... Letter sent from R. Yeshaya Bassan to R. Baruch
Rapaport, Chief Rabbi of Fiorda, the seventh of Teves 5496 (1736)
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| have already written to the Ashkenazic scholarsto every place that | could, especialy to
the scholars of Poland, members of the Vaad Arbah Aratzos (Council of the Four Lands).
| explained to them in detail the truth [regarding Ramchal] and they listened. Even the
great luminary, R. Ephraim Fish, . . . testified regarding the great Torah knowledge of R.
Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, may he live and have along life, and may there be many like
himin Israel. As aconsequence, things quieted down and the antagonism was muted.
Some of them, however, still harbored doubts. Thiswas caused by the letter written by
the scholars of Venice, as you know at least some of the details. All that they wrote to R.
Moshe Chagiz was but a drop in the ocean compared to what they wrote to Poland. They
wrote a thousand times as much, filled with lies and fabrications. . . . | have come,
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however, for the purpose of encouraging you. Just as you have begun to clarify the truth
in your writings, so shall you continue to do so. . . . [And | hope that your writings will
have the desired effect] and they will no longer listen or pay attention to the writings of
the Venetianscholars. ...  Letter written to R. Yeshaya Bassan from R. Chaim
Pollack of Lublin

[1. The Fate of Ramchal's Original Writings
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Behold, you, the prince of Torah, does not need my advice. If this great tempest is over
the box of the seforim (books which Ramchal composed), then let the prince of Torah
command and let them burn it up before his eyes. The one who punishes and rewards
shall repay with wrath and revenge those who caused this, those whose hearts are not
purein their actions for the sake of Heaven. Much peaceto you. Letter from Ramchal
to R. Yeshaya Bassan, Amsterdam, the eighteenth of Cheshvan 5496 (1735)
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| have now come to inform you that | have just received the box with the writings and
works of Moshe Chaim Luzzatto. They are sealed and closed with two locks. It was
impossible to open up without the efforts of an expert locksmith. . . . [I read some of the
contents and | saw that] he speaks presumptuously, as that credulous R. Y ekusiel wrote
of him. Numerous times does he write as heisin communication with  Raya Mihemna,
Adam Kadmaah, Avraham Saba, Matatron Sara Raba, and Eliyahu. All of them are made
to say in their introduction to their teachings, "Rabbi, Rabbi, etc.," something which is
unprecedented in other literature. We can see from this alone that all of his words are
empty and fabrications created through the forces of impurity, the kelipa, a confused
mind and an arrogant spirit. . . . As| have no time to analyze and examine al of these
works, especially since we ar e not extensively preoccupied with esoteric works, they
must certainly be buried in the ground until the time that we come together and cometo a
decision whether it needs to be destroyed by fire. Letter from R. Yaakov Poppers,
Chief Rabbi of Frankfurt am Main to hisdisciple R. Avraham
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... | hereby inform you that some two months ago action was taken. A minority of the
documents were condemned to the flames and the majority was buried in aplace that is
unknown, save for the two shluchei mitzva (emissaries who fulfilled the Divine
commandment), G-d fearing men of truth, who buried it very deep in the ground. It
would be very difficult for anyone to remove it from there. In addition, itisburied in a
manner that in a short time they will rot and be destroyed by the soil.  Letter from R.
Y aakov Poppers, Chief Rabbi of Frankfurt am Main to R. Moshe Chagiz, Rosh
Chodesh Adar 11 5497 (1737)

IV.  TheRamcha's Lasting Renown
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An echo issues forth from Tiberias and announces, "On the mountain tops | will lift up
my voiceto cry and wail. How lonely does she sit! He isthe Rock, Hiswork is perfect;
for all Hisways are justice; a G-d of truth and without iniquity, just and right is He.
Listen O Heavens and give ear O earth, for the Rav of the community, the G-dly mystic,
the chariot of Isragl and itsriders, the light that wasin Israel, the holy lamp, our Master
and Rabbi R. Moshe Chaim Luzzato has passed away, together with his entire family, in
aplague, before G-d, on the twenty sixth of Iyar inthe city of Acco, near Tiberias. He
was buried in Tiberias next to Rabbi Akiva, of blessed memory. Fortunate is his portion
in this world and the next. Woe isto us for our crown hasfallen. .. No onein Israel has
arisen like [this] Moshe.. .. Letter from the Rabbisof Tiberiasregarding the passing
of Ramchal
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My beloved brother-in-law, | remember an incident which occurred while | was at your
holy abode. Y ou once told me that you saw in avision that a Torah scholar came to
Jerusalem, may it be speedily rebuilt, from the West and that he was a spark of the
Moshiach. However, he himself did not know this. He was a great scholar both in  nigleh
(the non mystical areaof Torah study) and nistar (the mystical area of Torah study) and
a baal bechi (amaster of crying or prayer?). Afterwards, you told me that you no longer
see him and you said that it seems to you that he has gone on to his eternal resting place.
When | came [to Eretz Yisrael ], | made an investigation regarding this matter and they
told me about a very unusual person who was a great chasid, someone who was
brilliantly sharp with broad knowledgein  niglenand nistar. All of the scholars of
Jerusalem were in comparison to him as a monkey to a human. They spoke of his praises
in an exaggerated manner. He came to Jerusalem together with many disciples and great
scholars. In short, he was a very holy person. Due to our many sins, he did not live long
in Jerusalem, just ayear, and he subsequently left this world. This happened some four
years ago, the exact time that you told me [about his departure]. | told the scholars here
about what you said about him and they were stunned by the report. In short, your name
is already known in the gates of Jerusalem and the scholars here asked me to write you
and encourage you to come here and set up permanent residence, for they desire to see
you. .. Letter from R. Avraham Gershon of Kitov to his brother-in-law, the Baal
Shem Tov
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Monday, the nineteenth of lyar, the 34 day of Omer. Greetings. . . Regarding the request
you made in your letter, that | inform you about the opinion of my uncle, the true Gaon
and chasid, R. Chaim [of Volozhin], of blessed memory, regarding the holy Rav, the
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astounding scholar, R. Moshe Chaim Luzzato, of blessed memory, | will let you know
the following: On one occasion | did ask him and [at the time] | mentioned to him that it
would seem from the manuscript written by Ramchal on the beginning of Idra Rabbah,
that the work is composed of awesome revelations from the world above, especialy the
section dealing with the unity of the Garden [of Eden], which is elucidated there, for
there is no end to the awesomeness and wonders of the subject. He answered me, "It is
obvious! Itiscertainly so." | continued on and said to him, "I feel terrible about the
accusations that were made against such a G-dly man." He replied, "We can't understand
and think about it at all. Behold our eyes see that those works of his that were not made
the subject of those accusations were decreed by Heaven to become revealed and those
works that were the subject of those accusations were not revealed to the world. Our
great master, the awesome Gaon [of Vilng], R. Eliyahu, of blessed memory, said
regarding him that he (Ramchal) knowsthe real subject of the alegory of the writings of
the Arizal. [For the Gaon said that all of the writings of the Arizal cannot be taken
literally and they are only an alegory.]" He also told me that for some time [the Gaon]
held that R. Chaim Vital, of blessed memory, did not understand the depth of the Arizal,
i.e. the meaning of the allegory, but afterwards he saw a specific passage which indicated
to him that R. Chaim Vital did actually know the meaning of the allegory, but he hid it
very well. Thisiswhat my uncle, of blessed memory, told me. | said to him that it seems
that our Master, of blessed memory, [the Gaon of Vilna] was referring to the letter of R.
Cham Vital, Z'l, which is called, Maamar HaPesios, which was printed at the end of the
sefer Chesed L'Avraham , which was published in Amsterdam. He replied to me with a
bright countenance, "Y es. He was referring to the words of that letter. [In addition,] the
Vilna Gaon stated regarding himself, 'Thank G-d, | too know the real meaning of the
alegory.” | have aready written more than enough and at this point | will stop. R.
Avraham Simcha b. R. Nachman of Amtzislav

V. A Sampling of the Ramchal's Teachings
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The definition of the science of Kabbalah is the science of the system of activity of the
Creator, the source of the Divine emanations, through which He interacted and continues
to interact with His creations. | will now explain this clearly, [in greater detail]. Behold,
the purpose of the Creator in his creation was to create one creation that would receive
from Him goodness through its merit. In order that there be [the concept of] merit, there
has to exist some [course of action] that the created could choose to do and thereby
deserve to be rewarded for its choice. Therefore, in order to fulfill this purpose, He
[carefully] prepared His entire course of action in away that would cause the entire
creation to similarly follow a correct and beautiful order. Then He desired and planned a
certain type of creation that would be built from various compound parts in a manner that
in the course of the activities of its creation, according to the arrangement of its
component parts and its composition, the creation would be produced, after a certain
requisite number of stepsin accordance to the level and composition of its parts, in the
form that is essential for it, so that this creation would have free will, under the influence
of the yetzer hora (evil inclination) and the yetzer tov (good inclination), in a manner
which is essential for it to [perform acts of] merit and receive reward. Then, according to
those plans, did He begin to coordinate His actions. The emanation of His purelight is
referred to as"one light" or "one sefira”. He caused as many lights to radiate asthere are
component parts of this planned creation. The sum total of al of these lights make up the
sod (secret) of the structure of man. The manner of their joining and uniting in the body
of man is the same manner in which they are combined [in the greater world in order] to
conduct it. Consequently, there are no lights in creation which don't play a part in the
body of man and there are no limbs in man which don't have a[correspondence] in the
lights. And all of the creationsin the world also came to be through these lights. Thereis
no creature that does not have a corresponding light and neither are there lights that don't
have a corresponding being in the world. Consequently, there is no creature that doesn't
exist in some form in man and there doesn't exist any limbsin man which don't have a
correspondence in the world. And there is no action in man which doesn't exist in the
lights and neither an action in the lights that don't correspond to an action of man.

Behold, the basis of the order of the internal and external [worlds] is the same basis as the
[relationship between the] soul and the body. Regarding thisis stated in Scripture, "Let us
make man in our image according to our form." Therefore this order of things was
originadly instituted. Subsequently, through this system, these lights go through many
different changes. The sod (governing principal of this) are the two attributes,  chesed
(loving kindness) and  din (judgment), which are essential elementsin reward and
punishment. Chesed creates the internal [spiritual essence] and  din, the external. They
make up the principal of tzimtzum (contraction), through which the En Sof (the Infinite),
may He be blessed, contracted Hislight  and the light ray which spread [through the
Creation] and made its effect. These [concepts of] chesed and din are synonymous with
the concepts of y'min (theright hand) and smol (the left hand), panim (the internal) and
achor (external), and zachor (male) and n'kaiva (female), which all describe various
actions [and not objects]. But the sod (governing principal) of them al is chesed and din
which alternate their movements in accordance with the [way that G-d] conducts which
is based upon the powers which are unleashed by man in his place. The actions that are
taken need to be nuanced according to the levels of the compounds that make up these
limbs. Therefore, it needs to be strong in the beginning and afterwards to weaken until it
descends until the end. According to its weakness doesit produce branches, each one
weaker than the next, until the completion of the entire creation. The sum total of all of
thisisman. ... However, the sod (principal) of thisserviceisthat corresponding to all
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that the Creator arranged in his conducting [of the world], he established mitzvos
(commandments) which will bring about, through their performance by man, that these
[Divine actions] will be restored to their proper state. The ideais that each action will
engage the corresponding light in the soul which was the [ultimate] purpose of the action.
Through that, the emanation of that light will effect that corresponding part. Thisis
referred to as opening a specific tzinor (pipe) of [Divine or Cosmic] influence. When all
of the pipes of each part [of the creation] are opened, which is through the entire corpus
of the souls of Israel, then the world will be totally restored. Letter from Ramchal to R.
Y eshaya Bassan, Wednesday, the ninth of Shevat, 5490 (1730)
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The foundation of piety and the root of pure service isthat a person clarify and verify
[the nature of] his obligation in his world and to what must he place his sights and goals
in al of the areas which he labors throughout the days of hislife. Behold, that which
our Sages of blessed memory have taught usis that man was created solely to
experience delight with G-d and to derive pleasure from the radiance of the ~ Shechina
(Divine Presence), for thisisthe true delight and the greatest form of satisfaction that
exists. The place to experience this [ultimate] satisfaction is the next world, for it was
created with [all] the preparations which are required for such athing. The way,
however, to reach our desired goal isthis world. The means to achieve this are the
mitzvos which G-d commanded and the place of these mitzvos isthisworld. Asa
consequence, man was originally placed in thisworld in order to reach, through the
means which was prepared for him here, [this world], the place which was [ultimately]
set up for him, the World to Come, to experience the goodness which he acquired
through these means. Ramchal, Chapter one of Mesilas Yesharim
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