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7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Describe the Gaon of Vilna's attitude towards yishuv ha’ aretz,
settlement in Eretz Yisrael.

2. According the Gaon of Vilna, what is the most effective way of
bringing about the geulah, the final redemption?

3. Describethethefirst years of the kollel Perushim, under the
leadership of Rav Menachem Mendel of Shklov.

4.  Describe Rav Menachem Mendel of Shklov’ s relationship with
the Gaon of Vilna

5.  What werethe greatest challenges that faced Rav Yisrael of Shklov
In maintaining the viability of the kollel Perushim?

This and much more will be addressed in the ninth lecture of this series:
"Rav Yisraed of Shklov
and the Migration of the Disciples of the Gaon of Vilna".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind
as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
guestions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as
well, as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the memory and Li-ilui Nishmos
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THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons
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RAV YISRAEL OF SHKLOV AND THE MIGRATION
OF THE DISCIPLES OF THE GAON OF VILNA

l. The Vilna Gaon and Migration to Eretz Yisrael
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| have come to ask of you that you not be at all pained, as you have truly promised me, and aso
do not worry. Behold people travel for many years for the purpose of monetary gain. They leave
their wives and wander from place to place in utter destitution. I, [on the other hand,] am
traveling, thank G-d, to the Holy land, the place everyone longs to see, the desire of the entire
Jewish people (an alternate version reads: the place of desire of Hashem, may He be blessed, the
place which all of the higher and lower beings long for). And | am traveling in peace, blessed be
Hashem. Y ou aso know that | have left behind my children for whom | yearn and [have aso left
behind] my precious seform (holy books). Like a stranger in another land, | have left behind
everything etc. . . . And if Hashem so wills, if | merit to be in Jerusalem, the holy city, by the
gates of Heaven, | will pray upon your behalf, as | promised. And if we so merit, we will see
each other together, if the Master of Compassion so desires. . . . Letter of the Gaon of Vilna to
hisfamily which waswritten upon his planned departureto Eretz Yisrael

B.
SXIW? HRIAT TN APYHA KOOI 2757 /010 HRAWS NIOT NIVRARA AYINAT 77D DX (1
IR DRAW PRI PRI T8M A2IRAT PONWS 37RWNH I ‘D IR NINT NDIMA AW 1D

P'?: D QAN NN DD . . . . AN P 2297 7 X2 HRIATW R DY IR 19IX2 7°0 o

If the redemption will occur through the merit of Israel, then it will occur wondrously and the
Redeemer of Isragl will be revealed from Heaven through a miracle and a sign, as it states in the
Zohar. Whereas if the redemption occurs because the appointed time of the “end” has come, and
Israel will not yet be ready, then it will occur in another manner. Regarding this does it say that
the Redeemer will come impoverished, riding on a donkey. Sefer Ohr HaChaim, Parshas
Balak
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Rabbi Chiya Rabba and Rabbi Shimon ben Chalafta were walking in the valley of Arbel at dawn
and saw the morning star as its light began to shine. Rabbi Chiya Rabba said to Rabbi Shimon
ben Chalaftaa My master, this same pattern occurs at the Redemption of Israel. Initially the
changes occur very slowly but as time progresses it becomes increasingly more intense. What is
the basisfor this? (Micha7:8) “. . . when | sit in darkness, the L-rd shall be alight to me.” Thisis
a pattern [that has been demonstrated in history]. Initially [we read] (Esther 2:19), “. . . and
Mordecal sat in the king's gate.” Subsequently [we read] (Ibid. 6:11), “Then took Haman the
clothing and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him on horseback through the streets
of the city, and proclaimed before him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights
to honor.” And then (Ibid. 6:12), “And Mordecai came again to the king's gate.” Afterwards [we
read] (Ibid. 8:15), “And Mordeca went out from the presence of the king in royal clothes of blue
and white, and with a great crown of gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple and the
city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad.” And finaly [we read] (Ibid 8:16), “The Jews had light,
and gladness, and joy, and honor.” Talmud Y erushalmi Berachos 1:1
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Our master, [the Gaon of Vilna], used to always say that the governing principleis that the entire
[Diving] service during the initial period [of redemption] is dependent upon an arousal from
below. “Everything will occur akin to what occurred in the time of the second Bais HaMikdash
(Temple),” just as it occurred in the time of “Ezra and Nechemia’ with the permission of Cyrus
(Artaxerxes - See Rosh Hashanah 3b). Sefer Kol HaTor (the Voice of the Turtledove),
HaGaon R. Hillel Rivlin, Disciple of the Gaon of Vilna, Chapter 6
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According to our master, the Gaon Rabbainu Eliyahu [of Vilna] if the Jewish people are not
worthy [of a miraculous redemption], the beginnings of the redemption will be initiated through
an arousal from below (i.e. human effort) similar to what occurred in the time of Cyrus, during
the second Bais HaMikdash (Temple) period. [ This will be enacted through] the “left side’, i.e.,
through the attribute of “din” (justice - i.e. in order to insure that Hashem’s promise to liberate
Jewry at the end of the days will ultimately be fulfilled), in accordance with the verse (Shir
HaShirim 2:6), “His left hand is under my head,” which is a reference to Moshiach ben Yosef
(the Messiah from the tribe of Joseph). This will occur through the permission granted them by
the kings of the [various] nations. Afterwards the complete redemption will occur through the
“right side’, i.e. through the attribute of “chesed” (lovingkindness) and through the “line” of
Divine mercy in fulfillment of the verse (Isaiah 54:7), “And with abundant mercy | will gather
you.” . .. Thisis an extremely important principle, according to the Gaon: Everything that will
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come to be at the completion of the redemption will only begin through a very gradual process,
through the 999 footsteps of the Moshiach (Ikvosa d’Meshicha), which are compared to the
“footsteps of the flock” (Shir HaShirim (1:8). Ibid. Chapter 1

55 5y nIWD1 NIO0 112 WO WX DRI 72IVDR 952 015N NI ORI 1327 D DX 1I9RW (5
55 oY YRIW PIRD YOI “N1Pha PIAR”Y WRIT TIW I°IR 2pY 9137 1Y 1901 Hywy Tvx
55 oy HRIW® PARY 1N0%152 7777 12%1 122 ,I0XROX0I 17 272 DO NXY 1KY DX 15D ,0°2 "33
71°%2 INIYMI 190 0PW3 IARI NXT DY .00 0w 2py° X2 170 107 WY OV 7w a1 ,10°3 713
TLYDD AN OPWIAY PRI 2IND T W APRWY wpa 1137 P00 T (7Y oohnn)

1 paeR PR3 aw L(77:2 DRI KR 1T WK 207w

We directly asked our master, [the Gaon,] if it is allowed to initiate such action which is fraught
with danger at every single step. Our master answered us, “Our forefather Y aakov, who was the
first one involved in the “ingathering of the exiles’, when he traveled to Eretz Yisrael with his
whole household, endangered himself and his whole household both at the time that he fled from
Laban and also at the time he entered Eretz Yisragl in his meeting with Esau. At the end, though,
Yaakov arrived at Sukkos in peace. Regarding this it is stated in Scripture (Psalms 76:3), “And
in Salem (Jerusalem - i.e. the city of peace) is His tabernacle, and His dwelling placeisin Zion.”
In connection to this question, our master added the following: Behold it is written (Joel 3:5),
“. .. Mount Zion and in Jerusalem will be arefuge, as the L-rd has said, and among the remnant,
those whom the L-rd shall call.” 1bid. Glossto Chapter 6
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In order to know and understand the spirit, zealousness, and self sacrifice of the disciples of the
Gaon of Vilna and how they endangered themselves to travel for ayear’stimeto Eretz Yisrael in
small boats on the mighty seas and how they experienced such adversity during the first years of
the settlement, a period filled with sickness and plague, may Hashem protect us, and pogroms,
may Hashem protect us, and how to understand their tremendous stubborness in [continuing] this
endeavor, one needs to spend much time studying their spiritual foundation, the “whirlwind of
Eliyahu” (see Kings Il Chapter 2), their master the Gr”a (Gaon Rabbainu Eliyahu), to effect the
ingathering of the exiles and the resettlement of the Holy Land. This was the ultimate foundation
for which his disciples sacrificed their lives and went into fire and water in order to hasten the
redemption in order to fulfill the command (mitzva) of their master. This is the subject of the
initiation of the redemption of which our master, the Gr”a, spoke repeatedly in his holy works.
Preface of HaRav HaGaon R. Yeshaya Cheshin to his work, “Divrei Yeshaya”, quoted in
the prefaceto Kol HaTor
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This redemption will be effected through the learning of Torah. The essential redemption is
dependent upon the study of Kabbalah. Sefer Even Sh'laimah, a compilation of the teachings
of the Gaon of Vilna
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The study of Kabbalah . . . is one of the essential ways of hastening the redemption. . . . The
most effective study is that which is done in Eretz Yisrad, in general, and particularly in
Jerusalem. This is the meaning of the verse (Isaiah 2:3), “ . . . for from Zion shall go forth Torah
...” “Go forth” is an expression of revelation, i.e. the revelation of the soul of the Torah. Sefer
Kol HaTor, HaGaon R. Hillel Rivlin, Chapter 6
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The soul said to the Rav (Baal Shem Tov) that the reason he merited that these lofty ideas were
revealed to him was not because he had learned much of Tamud and the Poskim (halachic
authorities) but rather because of his prayer which he constantly did with great concentration.
From that, did he merit to reach such great heights. Tzavo'os HaRivash (R. Yisrael Baal
Shem) 41
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On Rosh Hashana of 5507 (1746), through the use of [Kabbalistic] oaths, my soul went up [to
Heaven, in amanner] of which you are well aware. | saw there awesome things; things that | had
never beheld from the time that | became spiritually adept. It isimpossible to relate to you, even
face to face, what | saw and learned while | was up there. . . . | saw in avision that Samael went
up to accuse [the Jews] with unprecedented exultation and he enacted his enactments, a decree of
destruction on many souls that they die violent deaths. | was seized with trembling and | risked
my life and asked of my Master (Achiah HaShiloni) that he should go with me, for thereis great
danger to go and ascend to the higher worlds, for from the time that | became spiritually adept |
had never risen to such lofty heights. | rose one level after another until | entered the palace of
Moshiach. There Moshiach studies Torah together with all of the tanaim and tzaddikim and also
with the seven shepherds i.e. David in the middle, Adam, Seth, Methusaleh at his right,
Avraham, Jacob, and Moshe on his left. (Sukkah 52b) | saw there tremendous joy but | couldn't
understand the reason. | thought that perhaps the joy was due to the fact that | had [already]
departed from this world. (See Berachos 18b) However, they informed me afterwards that | had
not departed as yet, for they have pleasure above through the yechudim (uniting of the spiritual
forces) which | practice below using their holy teachings of Torah. | don't understand to this
day, however, the basis for their joy.

| asked Moshiach, "When is the Master coming?" Hereplied, " You should know this: At
the time when your teachings become well known and revealed in the world and your well
springs overflow, that which | taught you and you grasped, and they too will be able to
perform yechudim and their souls will arise similar to yours, then all of the kelipos will
disappear and it will be a time of grace and salvation. | was wondering about this and | had
tremendous anguish about the great extent of time that it will take, if ever. However, anongst the
things that | learned while | was there were three segulos (formulas that can supernaturally effect
changes) and three holy names which are easy to learn and to express. | felt relieved and |
thought, that through these means, men of my station can come to such [high] levels as I, that
their souls will rise and they too will learn and grasp as | do. | was not given permission,
however, throughout my lifetime to reveal this. | especially asked on your behalf to teach you
but | was not at al granted permission. An oath was imposed upon me. However, | would like to
let you know the following, and may Hashem support you in your efforts: May you always keep
Hashem in front of you wherever you go, without interruption, especialy in the Holy Land. At
the time that you pray and learn and every time you express a thought, you should have in mind
to unify Hashem’'s name, for in every single letter there are worlds [upon worlds], souls and
spirituality that rise up and connects and unites one with the other. Subsequently, the letters
combine to form words and thereby create a true unification with Divinity and connect your soul
with them in every single aspect of the above. All of the worlds then unite as one and arise and
create a boundless [spiritual] joy and pleasure. Just as you have an understanding of the joy of
[the coming together of] a bride and groom, in this limited and physical [plane,] so too [you can
understand] this much greater [exultation in the unification that takes place in] the exalted plane.
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... Letter from the Baal Shem Tov to his brother-in-law, R. Avraham Gershon of Kutov,
which was published by R. Yaakov Y osef asan addendum to hiswork, Ben Poras'Y osef

2I032 12 KIT WRD 7Y HRY 7Y 02IWR 712 PWH QIRIW 70 POV . L. IPIR 700 (5
Am DaR w7n° INTIN pova OIRT DO AT wUN° 1RPY 717 DN W T2 0797 I0RY 171579
77apAw 722 95w 912% 27 RIT 7RI 702 ’D2Y YR K9 RIW ADYWS NIwn IRwInw
12992 79°% Ym nwa nvohy 9% nw 00 /PR 1727 NIHAWRY 7MY Pyn 02Ivn n1a oovon
712 29 W7N° IR KD APWE 17V Dow 300 7OmIDa KRAMT L L L WP INYT DY 1TV 01n
D5 90X 03 7333 N92I9R AAWIT TR 2w 0IRT Hw nvI9va 7o XHw an Sow nvhann
NW2ATMY 137 17 TR NDWDIA ROTW 7w 77 P2an ¥7am Jon RITW I3 T8 Dy 3y

RNY*22T RI90% K737 W12 1NATPRA PIORMM @70 1 .13277 ®pIon 117y wiaba

He used to say . . . that the essential thing is what a person comprehends through his own efforts
and toil by choosing that which is [deemed by G-d to be] good and totally focusing on the words
of Torah. Through this does a person give satisfaction to his Creator, may He be blessed, and this
is the sole goal of his involvement in the study of Torah. That which the soul gains
comprehension through aliyas neshama (rising to the higher worlds) where it receives
knowledge without effort and without the exercise of free will, is merely a way by which the
Holy One, blessed be He, rewards him. He gives the person a taste of the next world while heis
gtill in this world. The inference of his holy words was that he himself experienced aliyas
neshama every single night from the time he reached spiritual maturity. . . . He used to often say
that Hashem created the whole concept of sleep only in order to [facilitate aliyas neshama and]
allow a person to comprehend that which is beyond his capacity, despite his best efforts, due to
the fact that he is connected to his body which serves as a barrier. While he is asleep and is apart
from his body, he is clothed in a higher [spiritual] garment, chaluka d'rabbanan. R. Chaim of
Volozhin, Prefaceto the Gra's commentary to Sifra D' Tzniusa
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The knowledge that the Baal Shem Tov received was through a shailas chalom (contacting the
spiritual world through special efforts and receiving responses while in a dream state) at night.
The Gra, z'l, would have aliyas neshama without any yichudim (special concentration with the
use of Divine names). It would come naturaly. R. Chaim of Volozhin, Kol HaKosuv
L'Chaim, HalichasHaGra 1
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Jerusalem will only be redeemed through [the merit of] charity (tzedakah), as it is written (Isaiah
1:27), “Zion will be redeemed through [the merit of] justice and its returnees through [the merit
of] charity.” It is also stated (Isaiah 54:13), “You will be established through [the merit of]
charity and your children’s peace will be abundant.” “You will be established” is both a decree
and an act of grace. The Holy One, blessed be He, wished to bring merit to al of Israel, those
that are close and those that are distant, through the commandment (mitzva) of building
Jerusalem. Therefore he decreed that Jerusalem will be built through charity. It is incumbent
upon every man of Isragl to take part in the building and expansion of Hashem'’s inheritance.
“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of your habitations etc.”
(Isaiah 54:2). This is certainly so during the time and through those commandments (mitzvos)
which have a particular connection and common characteristic with Jerusalem and its rebuilding.
- Helping to build Jerusalem is an obligatory compensation for all which Israel, in general and
particular, takes from it. Our brethren of Israel who still dwell in the exile receive from their
brethren who reside and build Jerusalem many more millions and hundreds of millions times
over that which they contribute to Jerusalem, even when the contribution is generous. This is
because all of the abundance of the salvation, blessing, redemption, lovingkindness and mercy,
success and health, etc. which the Jewish people, in al of the far flung places in which they
dwell, experience, is only due to Jerusalem and [the merit of] rebuilding it. Kol HaT or, Chapter
7

. HaRav HaGaon R’ Menachem Mendel of Shklov
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In the year [5]568 (1807-1808) the late well known Rav HaChasid (the Pious) HaMekuba (the
Kabbalist) Moreinu V’Rabbainu (our master and teacher) R. Menachem Mendel, of the city of
Shklov, came to the holy city of Safed (Tzefas). He originally came to the holy city of Tiberias
(Teveria), due to the fact that the principle leaders of the Ashkenazic community [in Eretz
Yisragl] lived there, as both Tiberias and Safed were of the Kollel (community) of Russian Jews.
Their Rav was the renowned R. Avraham, the [former] Rav of Kalisk, the leader of the
Chasidim. [At the time,] they were collecting funds for their community from Vilna and the
greater communities of Lithuania and Zamut. The late great G-d fearing master and teacher R.
Nachum of Zamut, R. Isaac the Magid of Varanoi, and R. Yirmiah of Vilna were under their
administration. Upon Rav Menachem Mendel’s coming there [to Tiberias], he didn’'t find the
living conditions there suitable for him and he thereupon set up his home in the holy city of
Safed (Tzefas). But even there, in Safed, he couldn't remain together with the Chasidim of
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Volhyn because of the differences of their respective customs, for [R. Menachem Mendel]
followed the customs of his master, Rabbainu HaGaon Olam, Rabban Shel Kol B'nai HaGolah
(our master, the world renown eminence (Gaon), the master of the entire Jewish Diaspora), the
holy Rabbainu Eliyahu of Vilna, of blessed memory. - The local Sefardic rabbis helped him and
brought him into their Bais Medrash (study hall). In that period, the local governmentally
appointed ruler of both cities was HaRav R. Yitzchak Abulafia. He was appointed by the noble
and wealthy tzaddik, the holy R. Chaim Farhi, of blessed memory, who was the finance minister
of [Ahmet Jazzar (the Butcher)] Pasha, the great ruler. The Notes of HaRav HaGaon R.
Yisrael of Shklov Regarding the Beginnings of the Community of the Disciples of Gaon of
Vilna
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Y ou should know that truly, “I am more stupid than any man etc.” (Proverbs 30:2) and “what is
man, that Y ou should take knowledge of him.” (Psalms 144:3) However, Hashem saw my lowly
state and impoverishment and brought me to the house of my master and teacher, the Gaon and
Chasid (pious one), the master of the entire Diaspora, from Vilna etc. and Hashem granted me
grace in his eyes and | served [the Gaon] with all of my strength. During this period of two years
minus a third (1 + 2/3 years), | didn’t move from his side. “I held him, and would not let him
go.” (Shir HaShirim 3:4) | didn’t remove myself from his tent, day or night. Wherever he went, |
went. Wherever he stayed over night, | stayed. (See Ruth 1:16) My hand didn’t move away at all
from his hand and [thereby] he opened up for me the portal of [Kabbalistic] wisdom and told me
some precious entryways [into understanding the secrets of Kabbalah]. In addition, my ears
overheard that which he said in the presence of others, and | thereby gained discernment. Upon
these [foundations] | built great and profound structures. This is what stood at my side (See
Ecclesiastes 1:9) together with his merit and the merit of my righteous and upright forebears and
the merit of His people, Israel. They stood at my side to bring me up to the Holy Land and to set
up my home in the holy city of Safed, may it be speedily rebuilt. | set up, with Hashem'’s help,
botel medrash (study halls) for the study of Torah and for prayer, filled with seforim. And if that
wasn’'t enough in His eyes, He brought me to the city of Jerusalem, [a city] sanctified by our
G-d. And even there, the Holy One, blessed be He, together with those that fear Him, the noble
officers[of the charity funds] were there to aid me. | set up, with Hashem’s help, a Bais Medrash
(study hall) and Bais Haknesses (synagogue) for the purpose of the study of Torah and for
prayer. And now Hashem has aided me to extract the Hurvah in Jerusalem, which has belonged
to our Ashkenazic brethren from over a hundred years ago, and which contains a Bais Haknesses
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(synagogue), and had been turned over to strangers and foreigners and had become a ruin and a
place of desolation. And now, in His immense mercy and kindness, | extracted it from their
hands. HaRav haGaon R. Menachem Mendel of Shklov, Preface to the Sefer Shaar
HaTzimtzum, quoted in Chachmei Yerushalaim by R. Aryeh Leib Frumkin
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This is the burial place of the hidden light, the great luminary, the light of the world who
illuminated the earth and those who dwell upon it through the light of his Torah and piety, the
Kabbalist and Gaon who was renowned in his generation, our master and teacher, Menachem
Mendel, of blessed memory, Ashkenazi, who weighed, and sought out (see Ecclesiastes 12:9)
and restored the foundations of Torah study and Divine service in our holy land, and authored
the Sefer Rozel ' Heimonusa. He rose to Heaven in a whirlwind on the first day of the month of
Adar, in the year [5]587 (1827). Epitaph of HaRav HaGaon R. Menachem Mendel of Shklov

[1. Rav Yisrad of Shklov and the Establishment of the Kollel Perushim
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Hashem gave me the merit of seeing the light of the face of the king (i.e. the Gaon of Vilna)
while he was dtill alive for a period of a half a year before he was asked to join the Heavenly
Academy. | merited to serve as a servant serves a king for the twenty day period before his
death. | read Scripture and read Mishna before him and didn't move from his side until finally the
crown of glory was taken from our head. HaRav HaGaon R. Yisrae of Shklov, Preface to the
Gaon's commentary to Shulchan Aruch
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Rav Menachem Mendel, of blessed memory, [first] sent his emissary, R. David Tevel, of blessed
memory, a member of the Volhyn community. Afterwards, he sent R. Avraham Hal evi, of
blessed memory, to our country [of Lithuania] and carried with him [R. Menachem Mendel’s]
letters [describing the situation in Eretz Yisrael,] to Chutz L’ Aretz (the communities outside of
Eretz Yisradl). Since Rav Menachem Mendel was very closely connected to me at the time that
he left Shklov to travel [to Eretz Yisrael], he asked me to help him [in his fundraising] upon the
arrival of his letters and to [also] grace the Yishuv (the nascent community in Eretz Yisrael) and
join him. So it was. When his emissaries came with his letters, they put tremendous pressure
upon me and didn't leave the room in which | was learning until 1 was forced to cancel my
schedule of Torah study and Divine service. | [then] traveled, together with the emissaries to
Volozhin to the departed Tzaddik, the Gaon, R. Chaim, of blessed memory, - and to the noble
philanthropists of the holy community of Vilna, headed by HaRav HaTzaddik, R. Aryeh Leib
Pesseless, a philanthropist who was renowned for his expertise in Torah, and also to our master
and teacher, HaRav HaGaon HaCharif (sharp minded), the departed R. Chaim Pakrayer, and to
our master and teacher R. Shmuel Charik, a philanthropist who was renowned for his expertisein
Torah and his charity, may his lamp continue to illuminate, and to the renowned Rav and Gaon,
R. Avli, the Rabbi of Passvel, may his light continue to illuminate, and to the elderly tzaddik and
philanthropist, our master and teacher R. Zalman, may his light continue to illuminate, the son of
R. Uri, of blessed memory. How can | begin to elaborate on the details of the efforts expended
by the Gaon of Volozhin, his tremendous wisdom and extraordinary saintliness, and the help
provided by the saintly aristocracy which led to the founding of a new [distinct] yishuv
(community) headed by Rav Menachem Mendel, of blessed memory. It would take up too many
sheets. Through their efforts, other disciples of the Gaon and Chasid of Vilna, of blessed
memory, were sent to him and a Bais Medrash (study hall) was established here, in this holy city
[of Safed,] named for our most holy teacher, the Gaon, of blessed memory. The Notes of HaRav
HaGaon R. Yisrael of Shklov Regarding the Beginnings of the Community of the Disciples
of Gaon of Vilna
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Then, in the year [5]569 (1808-1809), the distinguished and renowned Rav from Vilna, our
master and teacher, the late Rav Saadyah, of blessed memory, a disciple of the Gaon of Vilna,
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together with [R. Nota,] the son of Rav Menachem Mendel, of blessed memory, traveled [to
Eretz Yisrael]. - Of the monies that [would have normally gone] to the Chasidim of Tiberias,
more than half were earmarked to be given to Rav Menachem Mendel, of blessed memory, and
those that came with him and to pay back the loans that he had made to cover their expenses. It
was at that time that amazing letters were sent out from the aristocracy and [rabbinic] leaders of
Vilna as well as from the Gaon of Volozhin and the [rabbinic] leaders of the holy community of
Minsk, who were a tremendous help for us as a result of the [sage] advice of the Gaon [of
Volozhin], of blessed memory, as well as from the aristocracy and [rabbinic] leaders of Shklov.
These letters were sent to the rabbanim of Constantinople (Istanbul) and to the minister and
philanthropist, the Ohr HaChaim (lit. the light of life, i.e. R. Chaim Farhi,) of blessed memory,
may Hashem revenge his death, - as well as to scholars and rabbanim of this holy city [of Safed]
and to the above mentioned official, [R. Yitzchak Abulafia]. They contained special requests and
served to inform them of the fame of the Gaon of Vilna, of blessed memory, and his disciple Rav
Menachem, of blessed memory, as well as his disciple Rav Saadyah, of blessed memory,
together with the other disciples that were there with him. It was then that the Yishuv
(community) [actually] began to be established, but under extreme conditions, i.e. without
having [their own permanent] Bais Medrash (Study Hall) but rather through the [temporary] use
of rented homes. Afterwards, in the year [5]570 (1809-1810), the renowned Gaon, our master
and teacher, HaRav Chaim Pakrayer, the halachic authority of Vilna, traveled to Eretz Yisrael [to
join the community]. | also traveled there, together with my family and my father, my master, of
blessed memory. We arrived in Safed in the month of Tishrei [5]570 (1809). | found here
approximately 40 householders and some 150 precious souls. This group numbered amongst
them outstanding talmidel chachamim (Torah scholars), devoted servants of Hashem, and elderly
and G-d fearing men who had reached the heights of perfection. The financial burden, however,
was tremendous. HaRav Menachem Mendel, of blessed memory, directed the community and
provided them with food and their other needs through obtaining high interest loans. This was
only done in order to sustain them that they would be able to completely devote themselves to
the study of Torah and to serve Hashem. I bid.
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Afterwards, all of the great Torah scholars and all of the elderly scholars gathered together in the
home of the "Kohen Gadol" (“High Priest”), HaRav Chaim Pakrayer, the halachic authority of
Vilna, to look into all of the possibilities of how to enhance and elevate our community (kollel).
At that time, the organized charity efforts on behalf of our kollel had not yet been cultivated,
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neither in Raaisin (Belarus) or in Lithuania and the surrounding areas. All that had been
accomplished up to that time was merely a figurative blood offering which had been poured
upon the foundation (yesod) of the altar. Now the foundation was shaky and the structure
unstable. It was then, within the first year of my arrival, that all of the leaders of the community
turned to me, putting tremendous pressure upon me, and said, “It is your responsibility to go
back to our countries, [of Belarus and Lithuania,] and wage a campaign to create firm and stable
[financial] foundations [for our community], similar to how you had previously expended the
effort in the initial stage of the blossoming of the foundation of our kollel (community).” Even
though they were asking me to accept upon myself the tremendous and weighty burden of taking
leave of our Holy Land, to me the dearest and sweetest thing in the world, and. for which | had
suffered and had longed for, like someone who suffers from thirst who longs for a drink of water.
Furthermore, they were asking me to sacrifice my very source of life, i.e. my father’s home and
the home that | had established here, [in Eretz Yisrael,] and the learning in the yeshiva that we
had set up in the house of the "Kohen Gadol" (“High Priest”), [HaRav Chaim Pakrayer], which
consisted of the study of the Talmud in great depth together with the study of the Shulchan
Aruch and the Biur HaGr’a (the explanatory glosses of the Gaon of Vilna) for which | had
expended much effort in preparing for publication. [In addition,] | gave aregular lecture there for
many talmidei chachamim (Torah scholars). But it was difficult to ignore their pleas, as it was
evident that increasing numbers came to our kollel (community) lacking food or any source of
income. I bid.
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We set up a Bais Medrash (Study Hall) in a home that we rented out for that purpose and we
named it for our teacher, Rabbainu HaGaon HaKadosh, Rabban shel Kol B'nai HaGolah, (our
master, the holy eminence (Gaon), the master of the entire Jewish Diaspora), Rabbainu Eliyahu
of Vilna, of blessed memory. We learned there diligently and the Rav HaChasid HaMefursom
(the pious and renowned Rav), our master and teacher, Rav Saadyah, may Hashem preserve and
bless him, delivered a shiur (Torah lecture) in gemora (Talmud) and other subjects. There are
approximately forty householders, [some one hundred and fifty souls], but because of the lack of
[sufficient] seforim (books) and the lack of space in the Bais Medrash we set up a shiur in my
home. Everyday, outstanding Torah scholars come to my home, those who possess a burning
desire to fully work through the [entire sugya] subject matter until they arrive at afinal practical
halachic ruling (halacha I’maaseh). Then we learn a shiur in gemora together with the Shulchan
Aruch and the Biur HaGr’a (the explanatory glosses of the Gaon of Vilna). Then the Rav
HaGadol HaChasid HaMeKubal HaMefursom (the great, pious, Kabbalist, and renowned Rav),
our master and teacher, R. Menachem Mendel, delivers the shiur (lecture). A letter sent from
Safed to Vilna from HaGaon R. Chaim b. R. Tuvia (Kohen Tzedek) Pakrayer, quoted in
Sefer Kiryeh Nemanah and Sefer Toldos Chachmel Y erushalayim
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The donations which are received from Chutz L’ Aretz are designed to support two causes: 1)
Yishuv HaAretz, the settlement of the land and 2) [dedication to] the study of Torah. Therefore,
the funds, to the extent that the blessings are forthcoming each year, are divided equally amongst
the entire populace. This policy, however, applies only to those that [dedicate themselves solely
to] Hashem’'s Torah and toil in it day and night, and are not supported through any other form of
work, the study of Torah being their sole occupation. However, a person who works to help
support himself, even though he may be a talmid chacham (Torah scholar), or a simple person,
[even if he is not presently working,] is only given half of the allotment. Even though these
people are fulfilling [the commandment of] yishuv ha’ aretz, the settlement of the land, [they are
not adhering to the other principle upon which the kollel is founded, i.e. total immersion in the
study of Torah]. But, in addition, there are additional requirements [in order to be eligible to
receive an alotment]: 1) Every single one of those who study Torah must do so in the
[communal] Bais Medrash (Study Hall) for the entire day. 2) Every Thursday night, [the
members of the kollel that are fully occupied in Torah study] are required to gather together [in
the Bais Medrash (Study Hall)] and participate in one of either two groups: One that learns [from
dusk] until midnight and the other that learns from midnight until dawn. 3) It is forbidden to talk
in the Bais Medrash during davening (prayers). In the case of an emergency, they should leave
the Bais Medrash and speak outside. Anyone who violates this rule will be fined. Now even
those of the second tier are required to gather together as part of a specific chaburah, group, and
study together halacha, agadah, and mussar. After the learning session they are also required to
recite Tehilim and Maamodos. They are required to remain in the Bais Medrash for at least three
hours after davening (prayers). 4) On Shabbos and Yom Tov they are required to gather together
in the Bais Medrash (Study Hall) and learn there, each according to his ability, both in the winter
and in the summer. The Notes of HaRav HaGaon R. Yisrael of Shklov Regarding the
Community of the Disciples of Gaon of Vilna

IV. Rav Yisrad of Shklov and the Financial Underpinnings of the Kollel Perushim
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Then, I, the dust of Eretz Yisragl, the son of the famed master and teacher, R. Shmuel, of blessed
memory, who was the son of the famed tzaddik, our master and teacher R. Ezridl, rose, [to the
challenge]. (Asan aside: R. Yisragl’s grandfather, R. Ezriel, had traveled to Jerusalem aready in
the year 5532 (1772) in order to initiate the formation of a yishuv (community) of Ashkenazim
but seeing the desperate situation firsthand, thereupon traveled to Chutz L’ Aretz [to raise funds]
and subsequently [made a specia effort to collect funds] in the city of Constantinople. After he
had successfully [collected the necessary funds], on his way back to Jerusalem he died, enroute,
in the city of Izmir, Turkey) | mustered up the courage and threw myself into this undertaking.
At the end of the winter, after Purim in the year 5570 (1810) | traveled [from Safed] to Acco and
from there [by boat] to Constantinople. Because of the armed conflict that broke out between the
Russians and the Turks, the ports of the [Black] Sea were then closed and | was forced to travel
by land through deserts and high mountains. | experienced much travail . . . Due to the merit of
the community, the Compassionate One saved me from the sword and from many misfortunes
and brought me back to my country of origin, to the home of our “father”, the “father” of
accrediting this project, the Ohr HaChaim (the light of life), the Rav of Volozhin. He read
through al of the words sent by the leadership of our kollel (community) and he strengthened me
and enriched me with his holy writings [of recommendation]. | traveled from there to Raissin
(Belarus). It was there that | [figuratively] plowed the soil and planted a fruit bearing tree of life,
the [financial] foundation that was laid in each city of that country. In the interim, the
community acquired the building that became the original Bais HaMedrash HaGadol (the large
Study Hall) in Safed. They sent me, [while | wasin Belarus,] their [progress] reportsin order that
| [would now] collect on behalf of the Bais HaMedrash and synagogue which is named after the
Chasid [R. Eliyahu, the Gaon of Vilna). | expended much effort for all of this, and the G-d of
Eretz Yisrael blessed me with success. | was joyfully and courteously received wherever | went.
They trusted the reports regarding the [needs| of Eretz Yisrael and | was able to bring a large
sum of money to the noble trustees of the kollel in Vilna. | [also] brought the Gaon of VVolozhin
to Vilna and we made a satisfactory arrangement regarding the finances of Eretz Yisragl and we
sent the funds through the late Rav HaCharif (sharp-minded), the noble master and teacher, R.
Simchah, of blessed memory, from Vilna. | continued to remain there for another year. The
Notes of HaRav HaGaon R. Yisrael of Shklov
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| was then called to travel to the seat of government [of the Duchy of Warsaw] in Warsaw, and
to other important cities of the realm. This is because | had previously printed the letters sent by
the kollel from Eretz Yisrael and they were [subsequently] sent out to them. As a result, the
philanthropic trustees of that area sent me a message that they personally desired to meet with
me. | carried with me [additional] letters from both Eretz Yisrael and from the noble trustees of
Vilna There, too, | didn't stop and rest but rather | laid the foundation [for the continuing
support of the kollel] in many holy communities. With my feet | walked [from place to place]
and with my jaws and mouth | lifted up my voice to arouse compassion for our kollel and [my
pleas| were readily accepted. | was also able to effect a compromise between the emissaries of
the Volhynia (Chasidic) community of Safed to divide all of the income coming from [the Duchy
of Warsaw] equally amongst all of the members of both communities. Just at that time, the war
initiated by France began and | was forced to return to our country [of Lithuania] and to finish
up, from there, the work of forming a financial infrastructure [for the kollel] and to return to
Eretz Yisrad. The war became more intense, ultimately resulting with the conquest of Lithuania
and Belarus [by the French]. | returned to our holy land in the midst of battling armies. | traveled
first to Warsaw, then Cracow, then Vienna, and finally Constantinople. | cannot begin to relate
all of the events and related incidents that occurred on my trip, as | traveled overland in the bitter
winter cold, until | finally arrived in Eretz Yisrael in 5573 (1812-1813). | discovered [to my
delight] that al those who had sent me on this mission, the Rabbanim, elders, my father’s house
and my own home, were still alive and in good health. 1 bid.

V. The Plague
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Shortly after | arrived, however, this [by the way] was the year after the Shemitta year, (a time
associated with tragedy), that death struck within our homes (lit. windows) in the form of the
plague that creepsin the dark (see Psalms 91). It had just broken out in [the port of] Acco, at that
time that | had arrived there. Thereupon, | quickly sent Rav Yechiel of Kristchuv, a rabbinic
emissary, back to Chutz L’ Aretz (outside of Eretz Yisrael) with [the necessary] receipts [to the
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donors]. Subsequently, the plague, in a severe form, broke out here [in Safed]. At the time we
were new immigrants and weren’t familiar with quarantine and other measures of prevention.
We were made the subject of the passage from Scripture (Habakuk 1:14), “And do you make
men like the fishes of the sea’ (that are so vulnerable - see Avodah Zarah 3b), may Hashem
protect us. HaRav Menachem Mendel, of blessed memory, fled to the area between the
mountains of the wilderness of Eretz Yisrael. Many of the elders and talmidei chachamim (Torah
scholars) fled to Jerusalem. |, too, fled there together with my entire family. On the road, the
wife of my youth, my first wife, died and | buried her in (adjacent to) the holy city. HaRav R.
Sadyah aso traveled there. We stayed outside the city, but the plague broke out there as well,
may Hashem protect us. After we had entered the city, | was then doubly struck as sons,
daughters and a son-in-law, the darlings of my eyes, passed away. My father and mother passed
away in Safed, as | mentioned in the preface of the Sefer Bais Yisrael (Pa as HaShulchan),
which | merited [years later] to publish here (in the holy city of Safed). | remained with my
daughter Shaindel, may she live a long life (she passed away in the year 1872), the wife of my
son-in-law, the renowned sharp minded Rav, our master and teacher, R. Yeshayahu (Bardaki),
may Hashem protect him, who is presently the appointed |eader of the our kollel (community) in
Jerusalem. | bid.
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Afterwards, | returned to the holy Galilee. The verse (Ruth 1:20), “Don’t refer to me as Na’ami
(the pleasant one) but rather Marah (the bitter one) for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with
me,” could well be applied to me. The [entire elite group of] elders and talmidei chachamim
(Torah scholars) passed away, a few at a time, [during this plague]. The only one | found to be
alive was Rav Menachem Mendel, of blessed memory. [Despite all of this,] we then mustered the
courage to rebuild the yishuv (the community). [Soon afterwards,] | married my modest wife, a
descendant of great Torah scholars, the daughter of HaRav HaGaon R. David, the son of the
Gaon, the Rav of Yampoli. It was then, however, that a second wave of death came over us.
I bid.
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Afterwards, in the year [5]574 (1814) the plague returned, may Hashem protect us, in the holy
Galilee. [My new wife] also experienced much suffering and hovered near the edge of death.
Hashem heard the voice of our cries and together with the merits of our forefathers, she, thank
G-d, survived. Prefaceto Pa’as HaShulchan, R. Yisrael of Shklov
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Like lions we strengthened ourselves. [Although] we fell, we rose again with the help of the
Helper of Israel and sent emissaries to Chutz L’ Aretz. | spent much effort in writing [to the
trustees] that the apportionment of the funds of our kollel (community) should be in accordance
with the arrangement that was [previously] made through the noble and righteous trustees of
Vilna for the kollels (communities), in accordance with the amount (lit. blessings) that is
collected, so that it be done in peace, uprightness, and integrity. The Notes of HaRav HaGaon
R. Yisrael of Shklov Regarding the Beginnings of the Community of the Disciples of Gaon
of Vilna
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| had many difficulties, as there were several people who attempted to prevent this from
happening. The Gaon R. Chaim of VVolozhin, however, was there to help me and | was successful
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(lit. my sheave arose and remained standing) and this arrangement remained in place for
generations. Subsequently, the noble trustees sent all of the blessings (collected funds) from our
country [of Lithuania] through the exceptional Rav, of blessed memory, our master and teacher
R. Zalman Shapiro. Because he was frightened by the reports of al of those who passed through
here about the plague, may Hashem protect us, he only sent a small amount [of the funds to us
through an emissary]. The rest he invested in wheat which was being transported in a ship which,
[unfortunately,] subsequently sank. As a result [of this loss], we were forced to borrow [on
interest] in order to provide food and other needs and insure our survival. During the two years
of plague (1813-14), Rav Menachem Mendel of Shklov, of blessed memory, was forced to
borrow money to care for our physical needs. Subsequently, the entire kollel forced me, after
much pleading, that I, too, would lead and be appointed, as is stated [in the pinkus - record book
of the kollel] on page 21. ... [Those appointed were R. Menachem Mendel of Shklov, the two
exceptional brothers, R. Yaakov Kopel and R. Simcha, the sons of our master and teacher R.
Binyamin, and R. Yisrael of Shklov. This was signed on Chol HaMoed Pesach by more than
forty signatories.] We experienced many difficulties from my other brethren and we had many
debates in the presence of the above named philanthropist, [R. Chaim Farhi]. It was then, at the
beginning of [5]576 (1815), in the month of Marcheshvan, that Rav Menachem Mendel, of
blessed memory, and his entire family, left [Safed] and moved to the holy city of Jerusalem,
leaving me here as the supervisor and leader together with newly appointed men of stature, R.
Tzv Hirsch of Zezmir and our master and teacher, R. Moshe Getzil's of Vilna and R. Zalman
Shapiro, of blessed memory, as is recorded on page 23 [of the pinkus] which was signed by Rav
Menachem Mendel of Shklov on the day that he left for Jerusalem. (In the record book it is also
stated that the previously named brothers passed away during this time.) When Rav Menachem
Mendel left, he made a calculation that the debts of the kollel amounted to 42,000 grush
(piasters), all of which were carefully marked. The principle reason for all of these debts was due
to the fact that prior to his leaving the flow of support from our countries was reduced. Also,
during my return here, in the years 5573 and 5574, there was an outbreak of the plague and very
little money arrived here, [from overseas]. In addition the numbers of our kollel grew to 461
souls . . . and the expenses to support and protect them increased. It was aso necessary to share
some of the funds with the leaders of the Sefardic community. We needed to pay 6,000 grush to
protect ourselves from the slander of the malshin (maligner). The above named Rav needed to
borrow these funds on interest in order to provide the community with food, to raise orphans and
provide them with wet nurses in the wake of the death of their mothers. In the year [5]577 the
wife of R. Zalman Shapiro died, and he moved to Jerusalem. | was left here alone to lead the
community in the Galilee. The other appointees were of little help. I bid.
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To the splendid and majestic crown, the great and renowned Gaon, the prince of G-d in the land
of uprightness, the lamp of Israel, the pillar of the world, the pride of the generation, the glory of
the sanctity of His holy name, our master and teacher, Yisrael, may his lamp shine forth, . . . the
G-dly officer and leader of the kollel Perushimin Safed. Teshuvos Chasam Sofer, 5:12



