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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What doesthe Talmud teach us about the role of
yichus (family pedigree) in one's life?

2.  What wastheyichusof R. Yisrael of Rizhin?

3. Inwhat way did R. Yisradl's approach to Hasidic
leadership differ from that of his contemporaries?

4. Describeatypical day inhislife.

5. Why did R. Yisradl leave Rizhin and moveto
Sadagora?

This and much more will be addressed in the tenth lecture

of this series: "The House of Royalty: The Life and Times
of Rabbi Yisrael of Rizhin".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline,
we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE HOUSE OF ROYALTY:
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RABBI YISRAEL OF RIZHIN

l. The Mystique of Yichus (Family Pedigree)
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... forl, theL-rd your G-d, am ajealous G-d, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children to the third and fourth generation of those that hate Me; And showing mercy to
thousands of generations to those who love Me, and keep My commandments.  Exodus
20:5-6
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[When they deposed Rabban Gamliel from the position of Nasi, they said:] Whom shall
we appoint instead? We can hardly appoint R. Y ehoshua, because he is one of the parties
involved. We can hardly appoint R. Akiva because perhaps Rabban Gamliel will bring a
curse on him because he has no ancestral merit. Let us then appoint R. Elazar b. Azariah,
who iswise and rich and the tenth in descent from Ezra. Berachos 27b
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Rabbi Akivawas sitting in pain and said, "Not that he is a greater Torah scholar than I,
but rather that he is much more a descendant of great men than |. Fortunate is the person
that has a peg to hang on." What was the "peg" of Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria? He was the
tenth generation from Ezra. Yerushalmi Berachos4:1
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[Rabbi Akiva] used to say: The father transmits to the son comeliness and strength and
wealth and wisdom and years.. . . Edios 2:9
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R. Parnach said in R. Y ohanan's name: He who is himself a Torah scholar, and hissonis
ascholar, and his son's son too, the Torah will nevermore cease from his seed, asitis
written: Asfor me, thisis my covenant with them, saysthe L-rd; My spirit is upon you,
and my words which | have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, nor
out of the mouth of your seed, nor out of the mouth of your seed's seed, saysthe L-rd,
from now and for ever. (Isa. 59:21) What is meant by “saystheL-rd”? - The Holy one,
blessed be He, said, | am surety for you in this matter. What is the meaning of ”from now
and for ever”?- R. Yirmiah said: From now [i.e., after three generations] the Torah
returns back to its home. Bava M etzia 85a
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They sent word from there (the land of Isragl) . . . be heedful (not to neglect] the children
of the poor, for, from them, Torah goeth forth, asit is written: The water shall flow out of
his buckets (mi-dalyav]: [meaning], from the dallim [poor] amongst them goeth forth
Torah. And why isit not usual for scholars to give birth to sons who are scholars? — Said

R. Yoseph, That it might not be maintained, The Torah istheir legacy. R. Shisha, the son
of R. Idi, said: That they should not be arrogant towards the community. Mar Zutra said:
Because they act high-handedly against the community. R. Ashi said: Because they call
people donkeys. Ravina said: Because they do not first utter a blessing over the Torah.
For Rav Judah said in Rav's name: What is meant by, Who is the wise man, that he may
understand this|. . . for what is the land destroyed etc.]? (Jer. 9:11) Now, this question
was put to the Sages, Prophets, and Ministering Angels, but they could not answer it,

until the Almighty Himself did so, asit iswritten: And the L-rd said, Because they have
forsaken My Torah which | set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither
walked therein; (Ibid. 10) but isnot ”have not obeyed my voice” identical with, ”neither

walked therein”? — Rav Yehudah said in Rav's name: [It means] that they did not first
recite a benediction over the Torah. Nedarim 8la



Series X 3 Lecture #10

F.

72 TYHR 1% PWY XITT DYIVIAR Y277 7772 93 RAY 27 XD 0375 7137 7D MR

93 5K LR RIT PUTIR T2 OK 2ORA U910 ORM MR LRIAAR ORP RV OTWY RITT Y

TR 72 % 1IAR P9I RWOR 7P 12 KDY 7IAR 92 ORI ,PR] R AR 927 7OIR
A3 Dm0k DIk I K LRI

The Rabbissaid to R. Perida, ”R. Ezra, the grandson of R. Abtolos, who is the tenth

generation from R. Elazar b. Azariah, who is the tenth generation from Ezra, is standing
at thedoor.” - Hereplied to them, ~”Why all this[pedigree]? If heisalearned man, itis

well; if heisalearned man and also a scion of noble ancestors, it is all the better; but if
he is a scion of noble ancestors and not alearned man may fire consume him. ” They told

him that he was alearned man, whereupon he said, 7L et him come in.” M enachos 53a
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At the time of the death of [R. Akavia be Mehalael, his son] said to him, "Father,
commend me to your colleagues.” He replied, "I will not commend you." [The son then]
said to him, "Have you found anything wrong with me?' Hereplied, "No. [It isnot,
however, necessary.] Y our own actions have the power to bring you close [to them] and
your actions can [potentially] distance you from them." Edios5:7

1. Yichus and Marriage
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Our Rabbis taught: Let aman always sell all he has and marry the daughter of a scholar,
and marry his daughter to a scholar. This may be compared to [the grafting of] grapes of
avine with grapes of avine, [which is] a seemly and acceptable thing. But let him not
marry the daughter of an am ha-aretz; this may be compared to [the grafting of] grapes of
avinewith berries of athorn bush, [which is] arepulsive and unacceptable thing. Our
Rabbis taught: Let a man always sell al he has and marry the daughter of ascholar. If he
does not find the daughter of a scholar, let him marry the daughter of [one of] the great
men of the generation. If he does not find the daughter of [one of] the great men of the
generation, let him marry the daughter of the head of synagogues. If he does not find the
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daughter of the head of synagogues, let him marry the daughter of a charity treasurer. If
he does not find the daughter of a charity treasurer, let him marry the daughter of an
elementary school-teacher, but let him not marry the daughter of an am ha-aretz, because
they are detestable and their wives are vermin, and of their daughtersit is said: Cursed be
he that lieth with any manner of beast. Pesachim 49a-b
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R. Y ehoshua married a priest's daughter. Falling sick, he said, Aaron is not pleased that |
should cleave to his seed [and he should] possess a son-in-law like myself. R. Idi b. Avin
married a priest's daughter, and there came forth from him two ordained sons -R

Sheshes, the son of R. Idi, and R. Y ehoshua, the son of R. Idi. R. Papa said: Had | not
married a priest's daughter, | would not have become wealthy. R. Kahana said: Had | not
married a priest's daughter, | would not have gone into exile. Said they to him, But you
were exiled to aplace of learning! — | was not exiled as people are [generally] exiled.

Pesachim 49a
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Rabbi was engaged in the arrangements for the marriage of his son into the family of R.
Hiyya, but, when the kesubah was about to be written, the bride passed away. ”Isthere,
G-d forbid,” said Rabbi, ”any taint [in the proposed union]? ” An enquiry was instituted
into [the genealogy of the two] families[and it was discovered that] Rabbi descended

from Shephatiah, the son of Abital, while R. Hiyya descended from Shimei, a brother of
David. Kesubos 62b

1. The Torah Aristocracy
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Whence do you learn that the Rabbis are called kings? He replied; Because it is written,
(Proverbs 8:15) "Through me [wisdom] do kingsreign." Gittin 62a
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Rabbi said to Levi, ”Describe to me the scholars of Babylon. 7 — ”They are like the
Ministering Angels.— Kiddushin 72a
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R. Hiyyab. Abbaand R. Ass were sitting before R. Y ochanan, while R. Y ochanan was
sitting and dozing. Now, R. Hiyya b. Abbaasked R. Assl, ". . . Why are the scholarsin
Babylon. distinguished [in dress|?' [He replied,] "Because they are not well learned.” . ..
R. Y ochanan awoke at that point [and] said to them, "Children! did | not teach you, 'Say
unto wisdom, You are my sister.' (Prov 7:4) If the matter is as clear to you as the
prohibition of marrying your sister, then say it; but if not do not say it?' They then said to
him, "Then let the Master tell us. . . Why are the scholars of Babylon distinguished [in
dress]?' "Because they are not in their [original] homes, as people say, 'In my own town
my name [is sufficient]; away from home, my dress." Shabbos 145b
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It has been taught: And the priest that is highest among his brethren (Lev. 21:10), that
means he should be highest among his brethren in strength, in beauty, in wisdom, and in
riches. Others say: Whence do we know that if he does not possess [any wealth], his
brethren, the priests, endow him? To teach usthat it says. ”And the priest who is great by

reason of his brethren,” i.e., make him great from what his brethren have. Y oma 18a
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R. Y ochanan said: The Holy One, blessed be He, causes His Divine Presence to rest only
upon he who is strong, wealthy, wise and meek. Nedarim 38a
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Rabbah, the son of Rava, or as some say R. Hillel, the son of R. Vallas, also said:
Between Moshe and Rabbi [Y ehudah HaNasi] we do not find one who was supreme both
in Torah and in worldly affairs. . . . R. Acha, son of Rava, said: | too say that between
Rabbi and R. Ashi there was no-one who was supreme both in Torah and in worldly
affairs. Gittin 59a
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IV.  TheMagid of Mezrich
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Even before our Master, [R. Dov Ber of Mezritch,] came to the Baal Shem Tov, he was
overflowing with [the wisdom] of Talmud Bavli, Y erushami, Tosefta, Sifra, Sifrel, all
the Midrashim, and all of the early and later halachic authorities, in a most astounding
manner. He aso had mastered much (lit. ten measures) of the wisdom of Kabbalah. The
Baal Shem Tov had greatly yearned that he come to him in order that he (the Besht)
impart to him some of his holy spirit. Finally, he was successful in his holy mission and
he became his disciple and our master, the Besht, transmitted to him the underlying
principles of the entire Torah. Sefer Bais Rebbi 1:25
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After the death of the Besht, the Shechina, with her bag of belongings, left Medzibezh
and chose Mezritch as her home. Reshimos R. Avraham Y aakov of Sadigura
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The holy R. Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov said that after the death of our master, the Besht,
they showed him that the wellsprings of Torah which flowed to the Besht, subsequently
flowed to his disciple, the Magid of Mezritch. Sefer Shivchei HaBesht
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Who is able to relate the great praises of the heights of holiness of the rabbi, our master,
guide and teacher. One can hardly believe the astonishing miracles which took place as
his prayers and statements were listened to. The Holy One, blessed be He, decreed and he
annuled it. Regarding himisit said (Job 22:28), "And if you decree athing, it will be
fulfilled for you." Our very own eyes beheld the enormously high spiritual levels which
he reached. He was humble and meek. The fear of G-d was constantly visible on hisface
and G-d's glory always rested upon him. Rabbi Shlomo Lutzk, Introduction to
Maggid D'vorov L"'Y aakov
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R. Yisrael of Kozhnitz said of himself, "Before | merited to stand before my master, the
Maggid, | had studied already eight hundred volumes of Cabbalistic texts. When | came
to the Maggid, | realized that | had not even startedto learn ... TheMagid of Mezritch
p. 67

V. R. Avraham HaMalach (the Angel)
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Theworld called [R. Avraham, the son of the Magid of Mezritch,] "Malach", an angel,
because he was holy and pure like an angel of G-d. His food for any one twenty four hour
period was only the skin of asingle dove. It istold that one of the great scholars and
saints of histime was amazed that they should call him by the name, "Malach”. After all
he was born of awoman [like any other human being], and he wanted to see for himself
what kind of aperson hereally was. He came to him on the eve of Tisha B'Av and saw
how, at the beginning of the night, he sat on the ground and put his head between his
knees. He stayed in that same position until noon of the next day. Around him, was a
puddle of tears. Then did he understand that it was not in vain that he was called by the
name, "Malach". HaY achas MiChernoble, Chapter 19:8
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| have never asked from him (R. Avraham of Kalisk) for an approbation on [my]
teachings of Hasidus, because they are [not my own but rather] the statements that came
from the holy mouths of our great Master and his son from Mezrich, whose soulsrest in
Eden. ... Letter from HaRav HaGaon R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi to R. Avraham of
Kalisk, 1805, Igros Kodesh #51
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... On the eighteenth of Kislev, aday before his death, our master (R. Dov Ber of
Mezrich) told me the following, "Zalmina, Zalmina, do all that you can so that my dear
son, Avromenyu, should succeed me in my position. If, G-d forbid, he does not want to,
then Mendele, the Litvak, should succeed me." . . . Mendele already told me that in no
way will he agree to sit upon the throne of the L-rd of Host's Malach (angel). . . . | hope
to bask in the pleasantness of your radiance this coming Pesach. Y our eternal disciple.
Shneur Zalman ben Rivkaof Liozna. Letter from R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi to R.
Avraham HaM alach, the son of R. Dov Ber of Mezrich Additionsto Magid D'vorov
L"Yaakov #192

VI. R. Shalom Shachna of Prohibisht
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R. Shalom Shachna was born in the year 5529 (1769). He was eight years old when he
was orphaned from his father. His young widowed mother decided not to remarry and, in
order to insure that her two orphaned sons would have someone who would educate and
guide them, she gave them over to the tzaddik Rabbi Shilomo of Karlin. With warmth and
much love were the two children accepted into the home of the tzaddik. [R. Shlomo] was
concerned for their education and displayed great dedication as he shared his spirituality
with them and showed them great affection.  Sefer HaT zaddik M'Rizhin, quoted in
Sefer BaisRizhin p. 17
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The soninlaw of R. Nachum of Chernoble, of blessed memory, was HaRav HaT zaddik
R. Avraham ben HaRav HaTzaddik R. Tzvi Hirsh, of blessed memory, the Rosh Y eshiva
and Magid Meishorim of the holy city of Koristichov. He had genealogical records going
back to King David. His righteous wife, Malkah, the daughter of R. Nachum of
Chernoble bore him two sons and one daughter: 1) HaRav HaTzaddik R. Yisrael, the
Magid of Bopoli, the author of the work, "Ateres Yisrael". 2) HaRav HaTzaddik R.
Aryeh Leib of Sadilkov. He had a son, HaRav HaTzaddik R. Baruch of Sadilkov. R.
Aryeh Leib was the son in law of the Rabbanis Etel bas HaRav HaKadosh V'HaTahor R.
Moshe Chaim, the Rav of Sadilkov, the author of the famed work, Degel Machneh
Ephraim. His brother was the HaRav HaKadosh R. Baruch Mezhibizh, of blessed
memory. They were sons of the Rabanis Odel, the daughter of HaRav HaKadosh
V'HaTahor whose holy light shined from the highest heavens from one end of the world
to the next, our master and Rav, the holy of Israel, the father of Hasidus, R. Yisrael Baal
Shem Tov, of blessed memory. 3) The daughter of the aforementioned R. Avraham
was the Rabanis HaT zaddaikus Maras Chavehleh, whose soul rests in Eden, the wife of
R. Shalom Shachna of Prohobitch, of blessed memory, who was the son of R. Avraham
HaMa ach, of blessed memory, the son of the G-dly Magid of Mezritch, of blessed
memory, who succeeded the Baal Shem Tov in the leadership of the Hasidic movement.
R. Shalom Shachna and his wife Chaveh merited to a holy son, R. Yisrael of Rizhin, of
blessed memory. HaY achas MiChernoble, Chapter 19, R. Aaron David Twersky,
Chief Rabbi of Gorshkov
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Rabbi Shlomo of Karlin was concerned and saw to it that the children of the "Malach”
get married. The Tzaddik of Karlin, [R. Shlomo] took R. Yisrael Chaim, the first born, as
a husband for his daughter [Y uta]. For the younger son, R. Shalom Shachna, he sought
out a proper shiduch (match) somewhere else. For that purpose he sent two emissaries to
acertain city. Before they left, he told them, "On your way, you should be passing the
city of Prohobitch, where the tzaddik, R. Nachum, resides. | am warning you not to stop
in that city but rather continue on your way to the city to which I am sending you." The
emissaries remembered the admonishment of their master and didn't stop as they passed
through the city of Prohobitch. They continued on at afast clip and reached an adjacent
village where they planned to rest. In Heaven, however, it was decreed that the shiduch
should only take place in Prohobitch. Thisiswhat happened: At the precise time that the
emissaries were passing through the city, the tzaddik, R. Nachum, was taking his
noontime nap. While he was asleep, he saw himself in the Higher World and heard them
saying to him, "R. Nachum, now is the right time to make a shiduch between your
granddaughter and the grandson of your Rebbi, the Magid of Mezritch." At that very
moment he saw Rabbi Avraham HaMalach standing in front of him. They both shook
hands in honor of the shiduch. When he got up he was excited by that amazing dream. He
asked his people, "Did you see a wagon passing through town?' They replied, "Y es there
was awagon with two meninit." They also added, "The travelers urged on the horses
and they immediately left the city.” The Rebbi did not delay and he immediately sent an
emissary to catch up to the wagon and to bring back the travelers. The emissary ran and
caught up with the travelers right before they arrived at the village close by. In the name
of the Rebbi, they entreated them to return and to stay by them. The two couldn't resist
the entreaties and returned to Prohobisht. Rabbi Nachum received them warmly and with
great emotion told them of the dream. When they heard that in the Higher World the
shiduch had been agreed upon between him and the father of the groom, they said, "The
thing has been decreed by Hashem." They stayed over Shabbos together with R. Nachum
and when they returned to Karlin they related to R. Shlomo all that had occured. R.
Shlomo exclaimed, "If it isa Divine decree, | am also in agreement.” Like afather, R.
Shlomo prepared R. Shalom Shachna for his wedding with Chavah, the granddaughter of
R. Nachum. Sefer Sippurei Tzaddikim, Sefer Bais Rizhin p. 17-18
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Rabbi Nachum rejoiced over his good fortune that he took the grandson of his great
master to be the groom of his granddaughter, even though the approach of Divine service
of the groom was different from his approach or that of his Hasidim. R. Shalom Shachna
acted in aprincely fashion. He was fasitidious in his dress and he almost never sat in the
Bais Medrash (Study Hall) and studied. His actions did not meet with approval inthe
eyes of the Hasidim and they complained to their master, the tzaddik [R. Nachum], the
grandfather in law of the young man. R. Nachum recognized the greatness of his
grandson in law and he tried to set the minds of his Hasidim at ease and to explain to
them that they don't truly understand the profundities of the young man. The Hasidim
didn't always accept the words of their master regarding his groom. Before the Days of
Awe, at atime when they were al involved in the study of Torah, prayer, and thoughts of
repentance at the approach of the Day of Judgment, the actions of R. Shalom Shachna
were viewed as bizarre and unacceptable to the Hasidim. From the beginning of the
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month of Elul, he would get up early in the morning, pray, and go out to the forest. There
he would stay all day, returning right before the Mincha prayers [of the |ate afternoon].
The elderly Hasidim couldn't bear this strange conduct and were angered by the fact that
he spent his entire day in the forest and didn't sit and study during these Days [of Awe].
The Hasidim came to R. Nachum and told him about the conduct of R. Shalom Shachna.
The Rebbi, to whom this conduct also seemed strange, sent for the young man and
directly rebuked him. "Why are you acting in such a manner, my son?' he asked
endearingly. "Why are you wasting the days of Elul in aforest, rather than praying with
the congregation, studying and repeating the Tikunei Zohar and Psalms, which isfitting
for ayoung man like yourself during these days of Divine grace? The way which you are
taking is not good. It is dangerous!" R. Shalom stood and listened to the words of his
grandfather in law respectfully and said, "Let me answer you with a parable. Once ahen
began sitting on the eggs of goose. When the "chicks" broke through the egg shells, the
hen didn't realize that the "chicks" were actually little goslings. When they grew older,
she walked with them to the water's edge. When they came to the water, the little
goslings jumped into the water and were splashing in the water and enjoyed every
minute. The hen became frightened and called them to return to the bank lest they drown.
The goslingstold her, "Don't be afraid, mother and don't worry about us. We know how
to swim and that's why we have no fear of the water." . . . Rabbi Nachum understood the
message and realized that R. Shalom Shachna was well aware of what he was doing and
was secure in his path of Hasidus. He didn't continue to rebuke him and he also told the
Hasidim to stop harboring thoughts about him, for everything that he doesis for the sake
of Heaven. Much time didn't pass before the Hasidim realized his greatness and a special
group of highly spiritually developed Hasidim gathered around him and made him their
mentor. His son, the holy Rabbi of Rizhin, once said to his close followers, "The great
Tzaddikim were unable to understand my father in a way that his Hasidim understood
him. They were so close to him that they were willing to go through fire and water for
him, because they truly trusted and believed in him." Sefer Bais Rizhin pp. 19-20
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[R. Shalom Shachna's] approach to Divine service was very lofty. His son, the holy Rebbi
of Rizhin said, regarding him: He was intensely connected to Hashem (daveik) without
interruption. The holy R. Moshe of Savran said that because of [R. Shalom Shachna's]
great devaikus he did not live along life, and the holy Rabbi of Aptaand my uncle the
holy R. Mordechai of Chernoble all said that the soul of my father, z"l, was from the
Divine palace of the "kan tzipor" (the bird's nest) which is the Mashiach. HaY achas
MiChernoble, Chapter 19:7
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On the fourteenth of Tishrei, 5563, [at the age of thirty three,] HaRav HaTzaddik R.
Shalom Shachna passed away. ... Inthe week that the holy Rabbi, R. Shalom Shachna
passed away, at the " Shalosh Seudos" meal of the Shabbos, as the Chozeh of Lublin was
sitting at the head of his table, surrounded by his many Hasidim, he suddenly exclaimed,
"Oy! Oy! the Rav HaTzaddik R. Shalom Shachna passed away! | am comforted,
however, by the two sons that he |eft to take his place. They are precious sons. The older
son, R. Avraham, illuminates the superna palaces. The second son, [is so lofty that his
level] cannot even be estimated. He possesses the soul of king Solomon." The Chozeh of
Lublin held the children of R. Shalom Shachnain high esteem. In one of histravelsin the
Ukraine, the mother of those children, M. Chavah came to him and gave him akvittel (a
document containing the name of the supplicant together with their request) in which she
individually named her offspring. The holy "Chozeh' (Seer) read the document and when
he came to the name of R. Avraham, he stopped and said, "Oh! A great and clear light."
When he came to the name of the holy Rav of Rizhin, [R. Yisrael,] he said, "The younger
one, however, will be greater than he." Sefer Bais Rizhin pp. 33, 35

VIl. R. Avraham
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R. Avraham, the first born son of the holy Rabbi R. Shalom Shachna, was born in the
year 5547 (1787). He was named after his grandfather, the holy Rabbi Avraham the
"Malach". R. Avraham was sixteen years old when his saintly father passed away at a
young age. Despite his youth, he was appointed to the position of Magid of Prohobisht
that very day, [the fourteenth of Tishrel, 5563 (1802)]. At the onset of the holiday of
Sukkos, he began to vigorously lead his followers. He arranged his holy tisch (table) in
the presence of the disciples of hisfather and his father's Hasidim who had remained to
celebrate the holiday in Prohobisht after they returned from the funera of their holy
Rabbi. Sefer Bais Rizhin 35
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When he was twenty seven years old, R. Avraham contracted the illness from which he
died. . . . Hisholy soul constantly longed to rise above. His only desire wasto cling to his
Creator. . . . On the seventeenth of Adar in the year 5573 (1813) his pure soul rose unto
Heaven. He was buried next to his father in Prohobisht. R. Avraham didn't merit to have
any surviving children. His younger brother, the Admor of Rizhin performed chalitza
with [R. Avraham's] widow. His mother, the tzaddaikus, refused to be consoled for the
death of her older son who was taken from her before histime. She traveled to the holy
Rav of Aptain order to receive consolation from him. When she came in, the Rav of
Aptasaid, "What can this be likened to? To alarge fair that lasts from four to six weeks.
Large scale merchants and men of great wealth don't have to spend the whole time there.
They can successfully buy all the merchandise that they need in only two or three days.
The same iswith your holy son. He managed to accomplish all that which was required
of himin only a short time. When he was finished, he was taken to the yeshivain
Heaven. Sefer Bais Rizhin p. 40-41

VIIl. TheHoly Rabbi Yisrael of Rizhin
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While she was pregnant with the holy Rabbi of Rizhin, she was by the holy Rabbi of
Apta, the author of the "Ohev Yisragl". He referred to her asthe "Aron HaK odesh" and
said that sheis carrying within her a Sefer Torah and stood up erect before her.

HaY achas MiChernoble, Chapter 19, note 12
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The holy Rabbi, [R. Yisragl,] was born on the third of Tishrel, in the year 5558 (1797) to
hisfather R. Shalom Shachna ben HaRav R. Avraham HaM aach. He was a G-dly man,
an amazing hidden light who was a great scholar in nigleh (the exoteric lore) and in nistar
(esoteric lore). All of the greats of his time traveled to meet him, including the holy
Geonim, the author of the Divrei Chaim and the holy Rabbi R. Tzvi Hirsh of Riminov
and others of such stature. Even the elder scholars of his generation honored him
exceedingly. I bid.
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My grandfather, the holy Rabbi of Apta said regarding thisholy [R. Yisrael] that he
didn't forget anything that he had been taught when the light shone on his head, [when
the angel taught him the Torah while in his mother's womb]. In addition, he said
regarding him and his brother that they had the ability of clairvoyance, that they could
see from one end of the world to the next. . . . Ibid. note 13
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Sanctity of thought, according to the opinion of the Rebbi [of Rizhin] was of supreme
value and essential for every person. He demanded from his Hasidim that they set aside,
at the very least, the beginning of each day for meditating holy thoughts. He used to say,
"Everything follows the form it takes at its inception." When a person gets up in the
morning and immediately getsinvolved in the emptiness and futility of the pursuits of
thisworld, even if he prays and studies Torah afterwards, holiness will not rest upon him.
A person, however, who does sanctify the first minutes of his day with prayer and Torah
study and then turns his attention to his business and profession, can be assured that
everything he will subsequently do throughout the day will be for the sake of Heaven,
even if he be only involved in mundane matters. . . . Sefer Bais Rizhin p. 53



Series X 16 Lecture #10

IX. A New Hasidic Approach
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The Admor of Rizhin widened the path that was begun by his holy forefathers. In his
merit, Hasidus made a quantum leap from having a very limited following and began to
have influence on a much broader scale (lit. began to flow in wider channels). The
Admor of Rizhin was the person who brought [Hasidus] into the public eye and
converted it into a mass movement. In the very dawn of the Hasidic movement in the
days of its creator, the holy Baal Shem Tov, only a select few lofty souls traveled to the
Rebbi to be inspired by his spirituality. The holy Magid, [his successor,] had three
hundred disciples, all of them well accomplished, giants of Torah learning and thought.
The number of such lofty souls, however, began to decline. In [R. Yisrael of Rizhin's|
time, the number of the simple masses grew, those who were distant from the fountains of
spirit, astheir connection to these fountains of spirit became weaker. With his sharp
intellect and his clear thinking, R. Yisrael understood that the situation was becoming
critical. He told his trusted intimates, "Behold soon will come the time that the simple
man will improve materially and spiritually. Those on a higher spiritual level, though,
will not improve either materially or spiritually. They won't even be able to repeat a
single Psalm. Why am | telling you this?"' the Rebbi added, "so that you should be aware
[of the future] and not be amazed, for thisisthe way it must be and so will it be." In
addition the Rebbi said, "Why do we say on Hoshanos (E-I L'moshaos), 'during the three
hours, please save us' (shal osh shaos hoshana). The three hoursis referring to the last
three hours before the salvation, which is going to be the most difficult hours for every
Jew. In those hours, it will be as hard to remain faithful to Judaism asitisto climb a



Series X 17 Lecture #10

smoothwall." . . . The Rebbi made it hisgoal to carry their burdens, to console them and
to encourage them. He directed his spiritual energy to elevate them from their ignoble
spiritual level. He became the father of the masses of the Jewish people. He expressed
tremendous love towards them and they, who felt that love, expressed their faith in him,
honored him, and streamed en masse [to see him]. This was the first time in the annals of
the Hasidic movement that a young man of only sixteen years of age attracted thousands
of Hasdim, from far and wide, who followed him implicitly. Sefer Bais Rizhin pp.
51-52
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The Rebbi of Rizhin made an impression upon al who knew him and even on those who
merely saw him. He had extraordinary magnetic personality. Even intellectuals and
scholars who were distant from Judaism, in general, and from Hasidism, in particular,
would cometo visit him out of asense of curiosity (lit. to smell hiswine barrel). Many of
them immortalized the indelible imprint he made upon them in their writings. Professor
Meyer wrote in the year 1826, "When | visited the home of the Tzaddik of Rizhin, |
encountered the nobleman, Field Marshall [Baron] Wittgenstein (1769-1842). The
nobleman was so impressed by the Rebbi that he wanted to give him, asa gift, his
beautiful palatial estatein Vienna, so that the Rebbi might live there. What was so
unusual about the Rebbi? What was the secret of his charismathat he attracted the masses
and even influenced the princes of Russia and their nobility?' the professor asked. He
replied, "The Tzaddik of Rizhin was worthy of the great honors which they bestowed
upon him. He naturally possessed a sharp and unusual intellect. Anything that seemed
enigmatic, sealed and shrouded in fog, was clear and understandable in the eyes of the
Rebbi. He immediately plumbed its depths and gained clarity. The Rebbi made an
impression on those that observed him even before he would utter aword from his
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mouth. The majesty of hisface and his comely bearing made an impression upon all who
observed him. He had arefined countenance and could charm even his greatest enemy
into submission with a stare of his eyes." [We have yet another description of the Rebbi]
from that period from the writings of Dr. S. Rubin, an erstwhile Hasid who became a
maskil (intellectual). He wrote, "The Rebbi spoke little, asif all his movements had been
predetermined. When we came to visit him in his room, we found him sitting on his chair
like aking in his palace. He was wearing expensive and exquisite clothing like one of the
nobility of Russia. On his head was a hat which was embroidered with gold and silver. In
his mouth was a very expensive pipe. In front of him, on the table, was an open book of
the Zohar, but the Rebbi appeared as if he had turned his head away from it. All of his
actions bespoke of royalty." He [aso] pointed out that the Rebbi never ate or drank in
public. He only touched his finger to the plate or cup that was before him on the table.
Sefer Bais Rizhin p. 53
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The masses of Hasidim acclaimed the Admor not only for his sharp intellect and his
profound understanding but also for his warm and sensitive heart which felt the burdens
of every Jew. He experienced the pain of every person, worried together with them and
felt their anguish. The Rebbi was the father of the multitudes and his Hasidim didn't do
anything, big or small, without seeking his advice first. The whole world acclaimed him,
and he, the Admor, would encourage them to come to him by saying that coming to the
courts of the Tzaddikim is akin to going up to Jerusalem on the holiday at the time of the
Temple. Sefer Bais Rizhin p. 54
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"What isthe court of the Tzaddik?' the Admor would ask. He responded, "The function
of the court of the Tzaddik isto be a central meeting place, akin to the Temple, for the
masses of his Hasidim. Through the travels of the Hasidim to him, [the Tzaddik's]
influence spreads all over. The name of Heaven became consecrated and the world will
[eventually] cometoits corrected state." Sefer Bais Rizhin p. 58

DY 770”7 NIRRT DY ,0NR 07ITR 170 DWAY 373 KD 17IINT DIAKI 3
.07 IR AR 95 QY van 77 DY A0 170N C1nn DY InyDwn ey w1
2wpn 7 2% nMWNR PR XA DR P3R5 N131 nIvw wIpn 317 700 o Yol
TR T DY DR WY 2ok L7y 0dh AR oD 2°wnd onhIaRTYY onniorwh
'V 77117 002 /D TR DOW 0 oY Awyn R Ywn 07 By 0nypI ,amionmt 7axp

pde)



Series X 19 Lecture #10

The Rebbi influenced his Hasidim in away which was different from other Admorim, i.e.
through saying Torah [discourses] by the "tish" (table-meal). He essentially influenced
his Hasidim through having direct contact with each and every one of them. Every day
the Rebbi would set aside many hours to receive those who came to him. With
concentration, he would listen to their questions and their worries and would respond to
each one of them appropriately. At times, he would accomplish this with a pithy and wise
saying, at times with a parable or atrue story with amoral to it. Sefer Bais Rizhin p. 63
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The Rebbi would tell many [inspiring or enlightening] stories. At times he would begin
telling his stories before Shachris (the morning prayers). One time he was so involved in
his narrative that he suddenly realized that it was late and that he had not as yet davened
(prayed). "I didn't realize that it was so late," he told his Hasidim. He then added the
following comment, "There isreally no difference between telling stories and praying.
Praying is afulfillment of the verse, 'Praise the Name of Hashem.' Telling stories of the
Tzaddikim is afulfillment of the verse, 'Praise the servants of Hashem.' We find in the
Book of Psalms that at times the Psalmist puts 'Praise the Name of Hashem' before 'Praise
the servants of Hashem." At other times he puts 'Praise the servants of Hashem.' before
'Praise the Name of Hashem.' Evidently they are really on the same level. From thiswe
can derive," the Rebbi concluded his words, "that the stories of the Tzaddikim are really a
form of prayer." Afterwards he got up and commenced the prayer service. Sefer Bais
Rizhin p. 63
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The Admor had avery full daily schedule. He only slept for three hoursin any one
twenty four hour period. He would wake up three hours (ashmora) before dawn and
would st in hisroom for several hours and study Torah. Only afterwards would he get up
to daven Shachris (the morning prayer service). After davening he would eat a morsel of
food and would then begin receiving the visitors who came to him. In accordance with
his doctor's orders, he would set aside one hour of the day for exercise. Generally, he
would chop and saw wood during that time. Between Mincha (the afternoon service) and
Maariv (the evening service) he would go out for aride in his carriage. After Maariv,
until midnight, he would again receive an assemblage of visitors. Thiswas his normal
schedule, i.e. he was busy with the study of Torah, praying, speaking with his Hasidim.
Even on the holy Shabbos he keep his sleep to aminimum. . . . He would often tell over
the story of Napoleon, who, after his coronation as Emperor, didn't sleep for three days
straight. When his doctors warned him that he was endangering his life by such behavior,
he said to them, "I have to follow your orders. But how can | sleep, if, a the time that |
am asleep, | am denying myself the pleasure of acting asaking?' Sefer Bais Rizhin p.
64
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The Gaon and Tzaddik of Tzanz, the author of the Divrel Chaim, once traveled to
Sadagorato visit the holy Rabbi of Rizhin and be in his sanctuary. In the middle of his
journey, his attendants beseeched him to rest awhile and then continue on. He firmly
refused to interrupt hislong and tiring journey even for a short time. "How can someone
alow himself to stop in the middle of the way when heis traveling to see thislofty holy
man?' On hisway home from Sadagora, he stopped off in Cracow and met HaRav
HaGaon R. Shimon Sofer, z"l, the son of the Chasam Sofer. [R. Shimon] told him that he
was amazed that a Gaon like R. Chaim would travel to the Rizhiner. R. Chaim explained
to him that there are two special mountains on earth: Mount Sinai and Mount Moriah. On
Sinal, the Torah was given. On the other one, Yitzchak was bound. Why wasn't the
Temple built on the mountain upon which the Torah was given? The reason is because
the place where a Jew sticks out his neck for the glory of G-d is[evidently] more
precious [than the place where the Torah was given]. By R. Yisragl'tzeh | witnessed that
every ingtant of the day he is sticking out his neck for the glory of the sanctification of
Hashem. Sefer HaY achas MiChernoble, Chapter 35, note 3
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The Tzaddik of Rizhin realized that if he wanted to correct theills of the generation and
to improve them, he would have to bring himself down to the level of his generation so
that they attach themselves to him. Only then would it be possible for him to pray on
behalf of the generation and to raise it up. The grandson of the Rebbi of Rizhin, the
Tzaddik, R. Yisrael of Chortkov wrote regarding his grandfather, "This was the intention
of my grandfather, the Tzaddik of Rizhin whose whole Divine service was for the Jewish
people. Because of this, he conducted himself with royal majesty and had large quarters
and beautiful vessels. Thiswas in order for him to have a connection to earthiness.
Through that he was able to come close to the generation and was able to pray on their

behalf and to protect them. ..." Sefer BaisRizhin p. 75
X. Imprisonment and Escape From Russia
A
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On one occassion, my grandfather, the holy Magid of Chernoble, R. Mordechai, visited
Rizhin. Once the Rebbi of Rizhin heard that R. Mordechai was about to come, he made
preparations to endearingly receive his esteemed guest and prepared a specially
designated room in which the two Tzaddikim could meet in privacy. The Rizhiner Rebbi
ordered that two chairs be placed there side by side and he demanded that special care be
taken that the chairs not be moved from their designated places nor should they be
switched around, one moved in place of the other. When the holy R. Mordechai came to
the room, the Rizhiner Rebbi was not yet there. He then immediately took the chairs and
switched them around. When the Rizhiner Rebbi entered the room and saw that the chairs
were switched around he asked, "Who did this?' R. Mordechai replied, "It was | who did
it. What do you think that you have captured the eternal world [of bliss] before the
coming of Moshiach. Even you have to endure galus (the deprivations of exile)."  Sefer
HaY achasMiChernoble, 33:8
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When the Hasidim saw the dire straits in which the Rebbi found himself due to the
continuing efforts of the Czarist regime to pursue him, they advised the Rebbi to move to
Kishinev, which is closeto the border. The government kept their decision [to exile the
Rebbi] aclassified secret. The Hasidim, however, didn't rest until they found out from
their sources, who maintained a close relationship to the government officialsin St.
Petersburg, that the decree of exile had already been signed. The Hasidim didn't tarry.
[Before the document was actually delivered,] they hurriedly bribed the governmental
officials[in Kishinev] and obtained for the Rebbi a permit to leave the country to go to
Moldavia. Two of the leading members of the city took responsibility that [the Rebbi]
would return to Kishinev on the date that had been set. Accompanied by two attendants,
he left Kishinev and traveled by carriage to the border of Moldavia, which wasin
Romania. [It turned out that] at the very last moment, the Rebbi successfully was saved
from that evil decree. Assoon as he left, the decree reached Kishinev from St.
Petersburg that he be imprisoned and exiled. The decree was worded very cunningly in
order to conceal and remove the bitter sting of the decree. The decreeread, "Since R.
Yisragl Friedman is a holy man of G-d and the masses of Jewish people who come to him
for his personal blessings trample his tranquility and disturb his Divine service, therefore
it is the decision of the government of Russia, out of concern for hiswelfare, to send him
and his household to a distant place within Greater Russia, where, by law, Jews are
forbidden to live. There the holy Rav will have a sanctuary hiswhole life. There he will
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find peace of mind." In addition, it was stated in the decree, "The government is doing a
kindness to him beyond the cal of duty and is allowing him to take with him a minyan of
ten men, so that he will be able to pray with a congregation asis his custom. Heis also
allowed to take aritual slaughterer with him, so that all of his needs will be met in the
best manner.” Besides those persons, the decree stated, "It is forbidden for any Jew to
come to him." When the decree reached Kishinev, the Rebbi was no longer there. The
local governor, who had given his permission for the Rebbi to travel [to Moldavia], was
afraid that he would be disciplined by the government for having given atravel permit to
someone who was condemned to exile. What did he do? He turned to the Russian consul
in the [Romanian] city of lassy, where the Rebbi had already arrived, and [sent him a
message,] demanding that the [Romanian authorities] return him back to Kishinev. The
Rebbi's friends in Kishinev beat him to it, however, and quickly sent a messenger to lassy
to inform him of the decree and the demand sent by the local governor to the consul in
lassy. When the messenger arrived, the Rebbi's close friends decided that he hasto flee to
Austria. The Hasidim obtained on his behalf atravel permit from Moldaviato Austria,
where the Rebbi had close friends amongst the Adomorim of Galicia. Sefer Bais Rizhin
p. 226
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The rescue of the Rebbi from the hands of his pursuers was accomplished with great self
sacrifice. Hasidim from both sides of the border didn't spare their strength or capital in
order to save him. At times, they actually put their livesin danger. In particular, the
Tzaddik, R. Meir of Premishlan, his close friend and admirer, showed his concern for
him. Between the border of Moldavia and Austria there ran ariver, which the Rebbi
needed to ford. It was winter, however, and the water was frozen. But as the carriage of
the Rebbi was crossing the river, the ice under the hooves of the horses began to crack.
At the last moment, the person who was driving him, [stopped the carriage and proceeded
to] carry him on his back to the other side of theriver. On the way, the Rebbi's yarmulke
fell off into the water. The Rebbi asked the man who was carrying him to go back and
find the yarmulke. He promised him a share in the World to Come for his efforts. The
name of the man was R. Nassan Shimon Horowitz from the town of Suceava and he was
sent to [the Rebbi] by the Tzaddik, R. Meir of Premishlan. The story behind thisis as
follows: This R. Nassan Shimon was a sinner who traveled to the Tzaddik of Premishlan
that he direct him to properly repent. It was then that the Tzaddik told him, "Y ou should
know, Nassan Shimon, that you are about to fulfill agreat mitzva. Y ou have the ability, if
you so decide, to save agreat and holy Tzaddik. Since you live near the border and are
well familiar with the entire area, the Tzaddik is going to be entrusted in your care. Carry
him over the border on your back. With this you will become a penitent.” And so it was.

When he arrived on the other side of the river, he found a carriage waiting for him with
two of his attendantsinside. They had crossed the border before him. The Rebbi was first
taken to the village of Campulung [in the Carpathian mountainsin Bukovina]. But the
Rizhiner Rebbi couldn't remain there as it was too close to the border and no Jews lived
there. The Rebbi, therefore, sent a message to his mechutan (relative by marriage), R.
Chaim of Kossov, and to his dear friend, R. Shmelke, the son of the Tzaddik, R. Moshe
Leib of Sassov, in Kolmaya, and asked them that they send him aminyan of men [for
their daily prayers]. Amongst those who came was R. Shmelke himself. From
Campulung, they brought him to Skolya, which was the home of the great Rabbi, R.
Shlomo Drimmer, one of the Gaonim of the generation who was the author of Responsa
Bais Shlomo and Y ashresh Y aakov on the tractate Y evamos. Even though he was a
Kossover Hasid, the Gaon was a great admirer of the Tzaddik of Rizhin. When he heard
that the Rizhiner had come, he quickly came to greet him. Amongst those who came to
greet him was his mechutan, the Rebbi of Kossov, and his son, R. Mendel, who was then
fourteen years old. This young prodigy was engaged to Miriam, the daughter of the
Tzaddik of Rizhin. He later became the Rebbi of Vizhnitz. Sefer Bais Rizhin pp.
226-227
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