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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Listthreebasic ideas of Judaism which areimplicit in the
first verse of the Torah.

2. How does the Mabim explain the terms tohu and vohu?
3.  According to the Mabim, what is the rakia?

4.  According to the Midrash, what was the original source of
the light that was created on the first day?

5. What isthe range of the wave length of the visible light
spectrum? What is the range of the total electromagnetic
spectrum?

This and much more will be addressed in the tenth lecture of this
series: "Let There Be Light".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline,
Go back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and
see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series X1 Lecture #10

“LET THERE BE LIGHT”

l. The Foundation of the Torah
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: There was no necessity for the Torah to begin [with the creation
narrative,] but, rather, it should have begun with the verse (Ex. 12:2), “ This month [of the
Exodus] shall be unto you [the beginning of the months],” since this is the first
commandment that Israel was commanded to observe. Why did the Torah begin with the
creation narrative? Because of the verse (Psalms 111:6), “ The power of Hisworks He has
declared to His people in order to give them the heritage of the nations.” For if the
nations of the world should say to Israel, “You are robbers, because you have seized by
force the lands of the seven nations,” Isragl can reply to them, “ The entire world belongs
to the Holy One, blessed be He. He created it and gave it to whoever was fitting in His
eyes. He gave it to them of His own will and by His own will He took it from them and
gaveittous.” Rashi, Genesis1:1
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Rabbi Yitzchak explained the reason for this. For the Torah began from the words, “In
the beginning G-d created,” and retold the whole creation story up until the creation of
man, whom He gave dominion over His handiwork and placed everything under his
domain (lit. feet), and the Garden of Eden, the choicest place that was created in this
world, was made to be his dwelling place, [to teach us that, nevertheless,] his sin drove
him out of there. [Likewise,] the people of the generation of the Flood were driven out of
the entire world through their sins, with only the most righteous one of them being saved,
together with his children, and the sins of their progeny caused them to be scattered
throughout the world and they resettled with their families wherever they could find
[refuge]. It follows, therefore, that when a nation continues to sin, that it should lose its
place of residence and another nation should come to inherit its land, for this has been
Divine justice from the beginning of time. Most certainly, this [principle] should apply to
the nation under discussion, for Canaan was depraved and was sold to be an eternal slave,
(Gen. 9:26), and was not fit to inherit the choicest populated area. The servants of
Hashem, the descendants of his beloved, [Avraham, were destined to] inherit it, asit is
stated in Scripture (Psalms 105:44,45), “And He gave them the lands of the nations; and
they seized the labor of the people, that they might observe His statutes, and keep His
teachings.” In other words, those that rebelled against Him, He drove out from there and
resettled those that serve Him, in order to let them know that it was [solely] for the
purpose of serving Him did they inherit it and that if they would sin, the land would expel
them asit expelled the nation that was there before them. Ramban, Genesis 1:1
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G-d (E-lohim) created - It does not state that Hashem (Tetragrammaton - the Merciful
One) created, for originally it entered His mind to create the world [only] through the
attribute of Justice. He saw, however, that the world could not endure [if it was only
based on justice,] and therefore gave precedence to the attribute of Mercy and united it
with the attribute of Justice. Thisis what is meant by the verse (Gen. 2:4), “in the day
that Hashem (the Merciful One) G-d (E-lohim - justice) made earth and heaven.” Rashi
Genesis1:1
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R. Huna contrasted [two parts of the same verse]. It is written (Psalms 145:17), “The L-rd
isrighteousin al Hisways,” and then it iswritten, “and graciousin all Hisworks." [How
isthis]? At first righteous and at the end gracious. R. Elazar [similarly] contrasted two
texts. It iswritten (Psalms 62:13), “Also unto You, O L-rd, belongs mercy,” and theniit is
written, “For You render to every man according to his work." [How is this]? At first,
“You render to every man according to his work,", but at the end, “unto You, O L-rd,
belongeth mercy”. IIfi (or, as some report, 1lIfa) [similarly] contrasted two texts: It is
written (Exodus 34:6), “abundant in goodness,” and then it is written, “and in truth.”
[How is this|? At first, “truth,” and at the end “abundant in goodness’. Rosh HaShana
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Rav Y ehudah said in the name of Rav: Every day a Divine voice goes forth from Mount
Horeb and proclaims: The whole world is sustained for the sake of My son Hanina, and
Hanina My son has to subsist on a kav of carobs from one week end to the next.
Berachos 17b
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Rabbi Yitzchak began by quoting the verse (Psalms 119:160), “The beginning (sum) of
your word istruth . . .” and commenting: From the beginning of the creation of the world,
the beginning of Your word, is truth. [The Torah begins with the words:] “In the
beginning, G-d (E-lohim) created . . .” [and it is written (Jeremiah 10:10),] “But the L-rd
is the true G-d [or Judge].” [And the verse in Psalms (119:160) continues,] “and every
one of Your righteous judgments endures for ever.” [This means that] every one of the
decrees that You make over Your creation is accepted by them with faith. [In addition,]
no creature can say that two powers created the world. It never says, “And the gods
spoke,” but rather, “And G-d spoke.” It never says, “And the gods said,” but rather, “And
G-d said.” It does not say, “In the beginning the gods created,” but rather, “G-d created.”
Medrash Beraishis Rabbah 1:7
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Rabbi Yishmael [presented the following question to] Rabbi Akiva, “ Since you attended
Nachum Ish Gamzu for twenty two years [who interpreted the words,] ‘ach’ and ‘rak’ as
aluding to a limitation [of the text], and the words, ‘ess and ‘gam’ as alluding to an
expansion [of thetext], [tell me,] what isthe meaning of the [word] ‘ess’ which iswritten
here [in the first verse of the Torah]?’ [Rabbi Akiva replied,] “If it had been written,
‘Beraishis bara elokim shomayim vaoretz', [without the ‘ess’,] we would have thought
that ‘shomayim’ and ‘oretz’ were deities. Beraishis Rabbah 1:14

G.

2°n5 PR DN9—X X712 07pn L0290 X121 DXIW° N5t hw T AT 1w (1
,JPWRT IRIPIW DRIWY 9K ,NPWRI TR LDMWRID KOR LR 2003 PR 72000 IR
3’0 MWRT2 DRI AN WA (3 2 7PRT%) 131 INRIAN NYWRA T DRI wIp RIW

R. Yehudah bar Shalom said: In the merit of Israel was the world created. It is not stated,
“Originaly (mikedem) did G-d create,” nor is it stated, “Initially (mitchillah) did G-d
create,” but rather, “In the beginning (beraishis).” What is meant by the term beraishis?
This is referring to Israel (the Jewish people) who are called raishis (primary), as it is
stated (Jeremiah 2:3), “Israel is sanctified unto G-d, the raishis (primary or first) of His
produce...” Medrash Tanchuma, Beraishis3
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The world and its contents were created only in the merit of the Torah, as it is stated
(Proverbs 3:19), “G-d established the world through wisdom (Torah) . . .” R. Berechiah
said: [It was created] in the merit of Moshe as it is stated (Deut. 33:21), And he (the tribe
of Gad) saw (chose) the raishis (prime - referring to Moshe). Medrash Beraishis
Rabbah 1:4
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“Hashem (L-rd) isour G-d (E-loheinu), Hashem is One” (Deut. 6:1) “Hashem or the
L-rd” (The Tetragrammaton) a name which is indicative of Hashem’s attribute of Mercy,
the vehicle of creating good, and G-d (E-lohim), the name of Hashem which is indicative
of His attribute of justice, the vehicle for imposing judgment and punishment, is One. He
is entirely good and only creates good and kindness. For this reason, the Tetragrammaton
(Shem Havaya - which indicated mercy) is repeated again. All (mercy and justice) unite
in a perfect unity. It follows, therefore that, “Y ou shall love Hashem (the embodiment of
mercy) your G-d (E-lohim - the embodiment of justice)”. This idea of unity encompasses
three things: First of all, Hashem is intrinsically one; this principle negates any Divine
physical manifestations, combinations, or multiple personalities, which could be
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misconstrued by the use of different descriptive names. Second of all, there are no other
gods besides Him. The third form of unity represents the unity of the light of the En Sof
with His Names, which are His attributes, through which He guides and directs the world.
Commentary of Malbim to Deut. 6:1

. The Blueprint of History
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Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish interpreted these verses as a reference to the exiles. “And the
land was formless’ (Gen. 1:2) is referring to the Babylonian exile, as it says (Jeremiah
4:23), “I looked on the earth, and, behold, it was formless.. . .” The words, “and empty -
vavahu” (lbid.) is a reference to the Median exile, as it says (Esther 6:14), “And they
hurried - vayavhilu - to bring Haman.” The words, “and darkness’ (Ibid.), refers to the
Greek exile, as the Greeks darkened the eyes of Israel through their decrees, for they said
to them, “Write upon the horn of the ox that you don’t have a portion in the G-d of
Israel.” The words, “on the face of the deep waters’ (lbid.) refers to the exile of the evil
kingdom, which is not fathomable, just like the deep waters. Just like the deep waters
aren’'t fathomable, so too the evil. “And the spirit of G-d swept over” (Ibid.) is referring
to the spirit of the king, Moshiach, just asit says (Isaiah 11:2), “And the spirit of the L-rd
shall rest upon him . . .” With what merit will he come? [With the merit of,] “And the
spirit of G-d swept over the face of the waters’, which is the merit of repentance, which
is likened to water, as it says (Lam. 2:19), “. . . pour out your heart like water before the
faceof theL-rd...” Medrash Rabbah Parshah 2:4
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Rabbi Chiya Rabbah said: At the very beginning of creation, the Holy One, blessed be
He, forsaw the Temple built, destroyed and rebuilt. “In the beginning G-d created” (Gen.
1:1) is alluding to the building of the Temple, just as it says (Isaiah 51:16), “. . . that |
may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say to Zion, You are My
people.” “And the earth was void and empty” (Gen. 1:2) is aluding to the destroyed
Temple. “And G-d said, ‘Let there be light'” is alluding to the rebuilt and enhanced
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Temple of the future, just as it says (Isaiah 60:1), “Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the L-rd has risen upon you.” And it iswritten (Ibid. 60:2), “ For, behold,
the darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the people; but the L-rd shall arise
upon you, and His glory shall be seen upon you.” M edrash Beraishis Rabbah 2:5

[1. Tohu Vavohu
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And the earth was void and empty: Void of people and empty of livestock. And a spirit of
G-dly compassion swept over the face of the waters. Targum Yerushalmi to Genesis
1:2
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It is taught: Tohu isagreen (yellow) line that encompasses the whole world, out of which
darkness proceeds, for it is sad (Psalms 18:12) “He made darkness His hiding-place
round about Him.” Bohu, this means the slimy stones that are sunk in the deep, out of
which the waters proceed, for it is said (Isaiah 34:11), “And he shall stretch over it the
line of confusion [Tohu] and the plummet of emptiness [Bohu].” Chagigah 12a
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“ And G-d said, ‘Let there be a firmament (rokia) in the midst of the water.”” The Rabbis
said in the name of Rabbi Hanina, and Rabbi Pinchas and Rabbi Yaakov b. R. Avin [said]
in the name of Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachman: At the time that the Holy One, blessed be
He, said, ‘Let there be a firmament (rokia) in the midst of the water,” the drop [of water
vapor] at the midpoint formed a thin membrane and through that were formed the lower
heavens and the upper heavens. Rav said that they were moist on the first day and on the
second day they hardened. The expression, “Let there be firmament” actually means,
“Let the firmament harden.” Rabbi Yehudah b. R. Simon said that this verse is to be
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understood as, “Let there be a thin plate,” just as [the word rokia is used in] the verse
(Exodus 39:3), “And they did beat (vayraku) the gold into thin plates’. Rabbi Hanina
said: Fire came from above and licked the face of the firmament. When Rabbi Y ochanon
came to the verse (Job 26:13), “By His wind (spirit) He has made the heavens fair” he
would say, “Rabbi Haninah taught me well.” Rabbi Y uden b. Rabbi Shimon said: A fire
from above came and singed the face of the firmament. Rabbi Berachiah in the name of
Rabbi Abba bar Kahana said: Although the creation was used metaphorically to instruct
us about the giving of the Torah, this metaphor actually teaches us about the creation. [It
is written (Isaiah 64:1),] “As when the fire kindles brushwood, the fire causes the waters
to boil, to make Y our name known to Your adversaries, that the nations may tremble at
Y our presence!” When did fire come in between the upper and lower world, was it not at
the giving of the Torah? Think about it! So too did this same process occur at the creation
of the world. M edrash Beraishis Rabbah 4:2

IV.  TheTransforming Light
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But was the light created on the first day? For, behold, it iswritten (Gen. 1:17), “And G-d
set them in the firmament of the heaven,” and it is [further] written (ibid. 1:19), “And
there was evening and there was morning a fourth day.” This is [to be explained]
according to R. Elazar. For R. Elazar said: The light which the Holy One, blessed be He,
created on the first day, one could see thereby from one end of the world to the other; but
as soon as the Holy One, blessed be He, beheld the generation of the Flood and the
generation of the Dispersion, and saw that their actions were corrupt, He arose and hid it
from them, for it is said (Job 38:15) “But from the wicked their light is withheld.” And
for whom did He reserve it? For the righteous in the time to come, for it is said (Gen.
1:4): And G-d saw the light, that it was good;" and good means only the righteous, for it
is said (Isaiah 3:10) “Say of the righteous that he is good.” As soon as He saw the light
that He had reserved for the righteous, He rejoiced, for it is said (Prov. 8:9), “He rgjoices
a the light of the righteous." Now Tannaim [differ on the point]: The light which the
Holy One, blessed be He, created on the first day one could see and look thereby from
one end of the world to the other; this is the view of R. Yaacov. But the Sages say: It is
identical with the luminaries; for they were created on the first day, but they were not
placed in their proper places [in the firmament] until the fourth day. Chagigah 112a
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Rabbi Shimon ben Y ehotzodok asked R. Shmuel bar Nachman, “Since | have heard that
you are a master of the Agadata, [tell me,] “Where was light created from?’ He replied,
“This teaches us that the Holy One, blessed be He, covered himself like someone covered
in a garment and shined the radiance of His Majesty from one end of the world to the
other.” [R. Shmuel b. Nachman] said this in a whisper. [R. Shimon b. Y ehotzodok] said
to him, “This is an express verse in Scripture (Psalms 104:2), “He covers himself with
light as with a garment,” and you say this to me in a whisper! This is astonishing!” He
replied, “Just as | heard it in a whisper, so too am | saying it to you in a whisper.” Rabbi
Berachiah said: Had not Rabbi Yitzchak expounded on this publicly, it would not have
been possible to say this [on our own]. Before this what did they say? R. Berachiah in the
name of Rabbi Yitzchak said: The [primal] light was created from the place of the
Temple (Bais HaMikdash) as it is stated in Scripture (Ezekiel 43:2), “And, behold, the
glory of the G-d of Israel came from the way of the east . . . and the earth shone with His
glory.” Glory isreferring to the Temple as it is stated (Jeremiah 17:12), “A glorious high
throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary.” Medrash Beraishis Rabbah
34
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Rabbi Simon said: Light is mentioned five times [in the creation epic] corresponding to
the five sections of the Torah. “And G-d said, Let there be light” corresponds to the Book
of Genesis (Beraishis), for in that book the Holy One, blessed be He, became involved
and created His world. “And there was light” corresponds to the Book of Exodus
(Shemos), for in that book Israel went out from darkness to enlightenment. “And G-d saw
the light, that it was good” corresponds to the Book of Leviticus (Vayikra) which is full
of many [enlightening] halachos. “And G-d divided the light from the darkness’
corresponds to the Book of Numbers, which divides between those who left Egypt and
those entered the Land [of Israel]. “And G-d called the light Day” corresponds to the
Book of Deuteronomy which is full of many [enlightening] halachos. The group of
scholars asked Rabbi Simon, “Isn’t the Book of Leviticus [also] full of [enlightening]
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halachos? [So why did you attribute this last verse specifically to Deuteronomy?] ” He
replied, “[This last verse] also repeated something (light-Day) [just as the Book of
Deuteronomy is a repetition of the subject matter of the previous books].” Medrash
Beraish Rabbah 3:5
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He covered Himself in Light and it became [spiritual] air (referring to the air of the Land
of Israel that makes one wise). This is due to the fact that the letter “yud”, which
symbolizes [Divine] wisdom isin the air. Thisis the light with which He clothed himself
when He created the world. This is the meaning of the verse (Psalms 104:2), “He covers
himself with light aswith agarment” "Let there beair” is[the true meaning of] the verse
(Gen. 1:3), “Let there be light.” The Master established the secrets of the Torah before
anything was created. For that reason it is stated, “Let there be light and there was light.”
Thisisthelight that previoudly existed. Zohar-Raya Mehemna vol. 3 p. 248b
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As for the essence of the Holy One, blessed be He, no thought can apprehend Him at
al-except when it is apprehended and clothed in the Torah and its Mitzvos. Then [the
human being] does literally apprehend, and is clothed in, the Holy One, blessed be He,
since the Torah and the Holy One, blessed be He, are one. And although the Torah has
been clothed in lowly, physical things, it is, by way of illustration, like embracing the
king: there is no difference, in regard to the degree of closeness and attachment to the
king, whether one embraces the king as the latter is wearing one robe or several robes, so
long as the royal person is inside them. Likewise, when the king, for his part, embraces
one with his arm, even though it is dressed in his robes; as it is written (Shir HaShirim
8:3), "And His right hand embraces me," which refers to the Torah which was given by
G-d'sright hand, which is the quality of chessed and water. " Tanya" Chapter 4



