SERIES XVII LECTURE X
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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1.  Who appointed Jehoahaz as king of Judah? Why was he anointed?
Who removed him from office? Why?

2. Describethelife of hisimmediate successor.

3. Describe the circumstances that led to the exile of Daniel and his
colleagues.

4. Describe the exile associated with Jechoniah.

5. What was the total number of those who survived the destruction of the
kingdom of Judah?

This and much more will be addressed in the tenth lecture of this series:
" The End of the M onar chy
and the Destruction of the First Temple (Bais HaMikdash)" .

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind as
you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
guestions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as well,
as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the memory and Li-ilui Nishmas
7Y WI°7 2% 277 72 072K 277

Rabbi Avraham Gardin of blessed memory



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XVII Lecture #10

THE END OF THE MONARCHY AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FIRST TEMPLE
(BAIS HAMIKDASH)

l. Jehoahaz
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And his servants carried him (Josiah) dead in a chariot from Megiddo, and brought him to
Jerusalem, and buried him in his own sepulcher. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz, the
son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his father’s place. - Jehoahaz was twenty
three years old when he began to reign; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. And his
mother’ s name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did that which was evil
in the sight of the L-rd, according to al that his fathers had done. And Pharaoh Necho put himin
bonds at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and put theland to a
tribute of a hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold. - And Pharaoh Necho made Eliakim,
the son of Josiah, king in place of Josiah his father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, and took
Jehoahaz away; and he came to Egypt, and died there. - And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the
gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give the money according to the commandment of
Pharaoh; he exacted the silver and the gold of the people of the land, of every one according to
his taxation, to give it to Pharaoh Necho. Kingsll 23:30-35
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A king who was the son of a king need not be anointed. And if it be asked: Why was Solomon
anointed? It was due, [it may be replied], to the dispute of Adonijah; and so was Joash anointed
on account of the claims of Athaliah, and Jehoahaz on account of Jehoiakim who was older than
he by two years. Horayos 11b
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The word of the L-rd . . . Against Egypt, against the army of Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt, who
was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon defeated in
the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah. Jeremiah 46: 2
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Il. Johoiakim
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Jehoiakim was twenty five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem. And his mother’ s name was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. And he did
that which was evil in the sight of the L-rd, according to all that his fathers had done. In his days
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, - and Jehoiakim became his vassal three years; then
he turned and rebelled against him. - And the L-rd sent against him bands of the Chaldeans, and
bands of the Arameans, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the Ammonites, and sent them
against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the L-rd, which He spoke by His servants,
the prophets. Surely at the commandment of the L-rd came this upon Judah, to remove them
from His sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did; And also for the innocent
blood that he shed; for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; which the L-rd would not
pardon. - And the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, are they not written in the
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? And Jehoiakim slept with his fathers; and
Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place. And the king of Egypt came not again any more from his
land; for the king of Babylon had taken from the river of Egypt to the river Euphrates all that
belonged to the king of Egypt. Kings |1 23:36-37, 24:1-7
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Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and bound him in fetters, to carry him to
Babylon. And Nebuchadnezzar carried of the utensils of the house of the L-rd to Babylon, and
put them in histemplein Babylon. Chronicles |l 36:6-7
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“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
to Jerusalem, and besieged it.” (Danid 1:1) How is it possible to say this? Behold
[Nebuchadnezzar] only became king in the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim? What, then is
the meaning of “the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim”? It is referring to the third year of his
[independence and] rebellion. One verse refers to this as occurring in the seventh year of
[Nebuchadnezzar's reign] (Jeremiah 52:28). Another verse refers to this as occurring in the
eighth year of [Nebuchadnezzar's reign]. (Kings Il 24:12). It occurred in the eighth year of
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign [over Babylon] which was the seventh year of his reign over Judah
starting from his victory over Jehoiakim. “And the L-rd gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his
hand.” (Daniel 1:2). One place describes [his end with the phrase] “He shall be buried with the
burial of a donkey, drawn and thrown out beyond the gates of Jerusalem.” (Jeremiah 22:19)
Another verse describes [his end with the phrase,] “Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, and bound him in fetters, to carry him to Babylon.” (Chronicles 1l 36:6) This teaches
us that as soon as he was bound he died in his fetters. Thereupon they removed him and threw
[his corpse beyond the gates of Jerusalem] to fulfill [the prophecy of Jeremiah]. Seder Olam 25
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And why was Jehoiakim omitted? On account of what R. Hiyya, son of R. Abuiah said. For R.
Hiyya, son of R. Abuiah, said: Upon Jehoiakim's skull was written, “ This and yet another.” Now,
R. Perida's grandfather found a skull lying about at the gates of Jerusalem, and upon it was
written, “This and yet another.” So he buried it, but it refused to be buried [i.e., it re-emerged];
again he buried it, and again it would not remain buried. Thereupon he said, “This must be
Jehoiakim's skull, of whom it is written (Jeremiah 22:19), “He shall be buried with the burial of a
donkey, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.” Yet, reflected he, he was a king,
and it is not appropriate to disgrace him. So he wrapped it up in silk and placed it in a chest. On
his wife's seeing it, she thought that it must be the skull of his first wife, whom he could not
forget. So she fired the oven and burnt it. This is the meaning of the inscription: “This and yet
another.” Sanhedrin 104a

1. Daniel
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In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
to Jerusalem, and besieged it. - And the L-rd gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with
part of the utensils of the house of G-d; which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of
his god; - and he brought the utensils into the treasure house of his god. - And the king spoke to
Ashpenaz the chief of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of
the king's seed, and of the nobles; - Children in whom was no blemish, but good looking, and
skillful in all wisdom, and discerning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had
ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the
tongue of the Chaldeans. And the king appointed them a daily portion of the king’s food, and of
the wine which he drank; and to bring them up during three years, that at its end they might stand
before the king. And among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah; To whom the chief of the eunuchs gave names; for he gave to Daniel the name of
Belteshazzar; - and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of
Abed-Nego. But Daniel resolved in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of
the king's food, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested from the chief of the
eunuchs that he might not defile himself. - And G-d had brought Daniel into grace and
compassion with the chief of the eunuchs. . . . And to these four children, G-d gave knowledge
and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.
And at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, the chief of the
eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king talked with them; and among
them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore stood they
before the king. And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them,
he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.
And Daniel continued until the first year of king Cyrus. Danidl 1:1-7, 17-21
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And Isaiah said to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the L-rd. Behold, the days will come, that all that
isin your house, and that which your fathers have laid up in store to this day, shall be carried to
Babylon; nothing shall be left, said the L-rd. And of your sons that shall issue from you, which
you shall father, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs (servants) in the palace of the
king of Babylon. Kings |1l 20:16-18
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“Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishagl and Azariah.”
(Daniel 1:6) R. Elazar said: They were all of the children of Judah; but R. Shmuel b. Nahmani
said: Daniel was of the tribe of Judah, whilst Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah were of the other
tribes. “And of your sons that shall issue from you, which you shall father, shall they take away;
and they shall be 0°0>10 eunuchs (servants) in the palace of the king of Babylon.” (Kings Il
20:18 Isaiah 39:7) What is meant by “eunuchs’? Rav said: Literally eunuchs (castrated). R.
Hanina said: [They were simply servants. The use of the term ©°0°70, which generaly refersto

castration, is hinting at the fact that] in their days the idols were sterilized. Sanhedrin 93b
IV.  Jehoiachin
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Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three
months. And his mother’s name was Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. And he
did that which was evil in the sight of the L-rd, according to all that his father had done. At that
time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city
was besieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, and his servants
besieged it. And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, - he, and his
mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers; and the king of Babylon took him in
the eighth year of his reign. And he carried out from there all the treasures of the house of the
L-rd, and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the utensils of gold which
Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the L-rd, as the L-rd had said. And he carried
away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men of valor, ten thousand captives,
and all the craftsmen and smiths; none remained, save the poorest sort of the people of the land.
And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the king’s wives, and his
officers, and the mighty of the land, those he carried into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.
And al the men of might, seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths (Torah scholars) a
thousand, all who were strong and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought captive to
Babylon. Kings|l 24:8-16
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This is the people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away captive; in the seventh year three
thousand and twenty three men of Judah. Jeremiah 52:28
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R. Hisda said in Mar Ukba's name, others state, R. Hisda quoted from a lecture of Mari b. Mar:
What is meant by the verse (Danidl 9:14), “And so the L-rd has hastened the evil and brought it
upon us, for the L-rd our G-d is righteous’? Because G-d is righteous He hastened with the evil
and brought it upon us! Even so: the Holy One, blessed be He, did a righteous [i.e., charitable]
thing unto Israel in that he anticipated the exile of Zedekiah while the exile of Jechoniah was yet
in being, for it is written with reference to the latter (Kings Il 24:16), “And the craftsmen
[he-harash] and the smiths [masger], a thousand. Harash, implies, as soon as they opened a
[learned] discussion, all [the others] became as though they were deaf. Masger: i.e., when they
closed [the discussion of] a halachah, it was not reopened. And how many were they? A
thousand. Sanhedrin 38a
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The Holy One, blessed be He, established two yeshivahs in Israel so that they would be able to
study Torah there day and night. [It also served as a place] to which the populace as a whole
gathered together twice a year from far and wide in the months of Adar and Elul to engage in the
milchamta shel Torah (the battle over the truth of Torah) and thoroughly discuss and debate the
issues until they achieved clarity and were able to rule correctly. They would base themselves
upon proofs from Scripture, Mishnah, and the Talmud to insure that Israel would not stumble in
thelir fulfillment of the Torah as it says (Psalms 119:165) “ Great peace have those who love Y our
Torah; and nothing can make them stumble,” [and also] (ibid. 19:11), “The L-rd will give
strength to his people; the L-rd will bless His people with peace.” [Unlike many other places,]
those two yeshivahs didn’t experience captivity, forced coversion, or plundering nor were they
controlled by Greece or Rome. The Holy One, blessed be He, took them out eleven years before
the destruction of Jerusalem while their Torah and Talmud was unimpaired, as it says, (Kings I
24:14), “And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men of valor,
ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths; none remained, save the poorest sort of
the people of the land.” Now what is the significance of the “might” of these “mighty men”
when they are being carried off into exile. Rather, these were “mighty warriors’ in Torah, similar
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to the phrase (Numbers 21:14), “Thereforeit is said in the Book of the Wars of the L-rd,” [which
is referring to the Torah]. Amongst them were the craftsmen [he-harash] and the smiths
[masger]. Harash, implies, as soon as they opened a [learned] discussion, all [the others] became
asthough they were deaf. Masger: i.e., when they closed [the discussion of] a halachah, whether
it be in regards to ritua purity or regarding that which is forbidden or permitted, there was no
one in the world that could reopen the discussion to contradict them. Midrash Tanchuma,
Par shas Noah.

V. Zedekiah
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Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign, - and he reigned three months and ten
daysin Jerusalem; and he did that which was evil in the sight of the L-rd. And at the return of the
year, - king Nebuchadnezzar sent, and brought him to Babylon, with the precious utensils of the
house of the L-rd, and made Zedekiah his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem. Zedekiah was
twenty one years old when he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. Chronicles
Il 36:9-11
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And the sons of Josiah were: the bechor (firstborn), Johanan, the second, Jehoiakim, the third,
Zedekiah, the fourth, Shallum. And the sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son, Zedekiah his son.
Chronicles| 3:15-16

B.
TIPS MY NORI DY 13 AMPTE W DR 391 TAND 17T e nx 33 gn T [
m-1:70 2 @05 1325 3777 N2 PLING PR OWY 0PWITD Ton TIW FIWY NORY 9572

And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah dodo (his father’s brother) king in his place, and
changed his name to Zedekiah. Zedekiah was twenty one years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Hamutal, the daughter of
Jeremiah of Libnah. Kingsll 25:17-18
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Jehoahaz was twenty three years old when he began to reign; and he reigned three months in
Jerusdlem. And his mother’s name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.
Kingsll 23:31
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And he did that which was evil in the sight of the L-rd his G-d, - and did not humble himself
before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the mouth of the L-rd. - And he also rebelled against
king Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by G-d; - but he stiffened his neck, and
hardened his heart from turning to the L-rd G-d of Israel. Also, all the chiefs of the priests, and
the people, transgressed very much according to al the abominations of the nations, and
profaned the house of the L-rd which He had consecrated in Jerusalem. And the L-rd G-d of their
fathers sent to them by His messengers, from morning till night; because He had compassion on
His people, and on His dwelling place; But they mocked the messengers of G-d, and scorned His
words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the L-rd arose against His people, till there
was no remedy. Chronicles 11 36:12-16
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R. Yohanan said in the name of R. Shimon b. Yohai: What is the meaning of (Jeremiah 26:1),
“B'raishis (in the beginning of) the reign of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah” and
(ibid. 28:1), “B'raishis (in the beginning of) the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah’? Were there
then no kings until then? But [it teaches that] the Holy One, blessed be He, wished to hurl the
world back into the primeval chaos on account of Jehoiakim, but that He gazed at [the rest of] his
generation, and His mind was appeased. The Holy One, blessed be He, [also] desired to hurl the
world back into the primeval chaos because of Zedekiah's generation, but that He gazed at
Zedekiah [himself] and his mind was appeased. But in the case of Zedekiah too it is written
(Kings Il 24:19), “And he did that which was evil in the sight of G-d”? [That denotes] that he

could have stemmed [the evil of others], and did not. Sanhedrin 103a
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And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the
month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and al his army, against Jerusalem, and
camped against it; and they built a siege wall around against it. And the city was besieged until
the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. Kings11 25:1-2
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The word which came to Jeremiah from the L-rd, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and
al hisarmy, and all the kingdoms of the earth of his dominion, and all the people, fought against
Jerusalem, and against all its cities, saying, Thus says the L-rd, the G-d of Israel; Go and speak
to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him, Thus says the L-rd; Behold, | will give this city to the
hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire; And you shall not escape from his
hand, but shall surely be taken, and delivered to his hand; and your eyes shall behold the eyes of
the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with you mouth to mouth, and you shall go to Babylon.
Y et hear the word of the L-rd, O Zedekiah king of Judah; Thus said the L-rd of you, Y ou shall
not die by the sword; But you shall die in peace; and with the burning of your fathers, the
previous kings who were before you, so shall they make a burning for you.; - and they will
lament you, saying, Ah lord! For | have pronounced the word, says the L-rd. Then Jeremiah the
prophet spoke al these words to Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem, When the king of
Babylon's army fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of Judah that were left,
against Lachish, and against Azekah; for these fortified cities remained of the cities of Judah.
Jeremiah 34:1-7
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R. Elazar b. Azariathen responded and said: Y ou shall die in peace and with the burning of your
fathers, the former kings that were before thee, so shall they make a burning for you. - Doesn't it
logically follow! Why, if Tzidkiahu King of Yehudah who had performed but one mitzva in
having had Yirmiahu lifted from the mire, was to be mourned thus, - how much more is due to
the sons of Rabbi Yishmael. Moed Katan 28b
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Tzidkiahu King of Yehudah: He was completely righteous. In Scripture, however, we don't
find any other instance of his righteousness other than the fact that he commanded that Yirmiahu
be lifted out of the mud. Tosefos, ibid.
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And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine prevailed in the city, and there was no bread
for the people of the land. And the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled by night by
the way of the gate between two walls, which is by the king's garden; and the Chaldeans were
against the city surrounding it; and the king went the way toward the Arabah. And the army of
the Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho; and al his army
were scattered from him. And they took the king, and brought him to the king of Babylon to
Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him. And they killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes,
and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of bronze, and carried him to
Babylon. Kings|1 25:3-7
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Rava said to Rabbah b. Mari, It is written about Zedekiah: You shall die in peace; yet it is
written [thereafter]: Moreover he [Nebuchadnezzar] put out Zedekiah's eyes? He replied that R.
Y ohanan had explained it thus, [namely] that Nebuchadnezzar died in Zedekiah's lifetime. M oed
Katan 28b

VI.  The Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple
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And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which is the nineteenth year of king
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard (23w 29), a

servant of the king of Babylon, to Jerusalem; And he burned the house of the L-rd, and the
king's house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great (man’'s) house ('7‘17;& n°3) burned

he with fire. And all the army of the Chaldeans, who were with the captain of the guard, broke
down the walls around Jerusalem. And the rest of the people who were left in the city, and the
fugitives who fell to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzaradan
the captain of the guard carry away. But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to be
vinedressers (0°172) and field workers (0°33> - wine pressers). Kingsll 25:8-12
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Bar Kappara gave the following exposition. What is the meaning of the verse (Kings Il 25:9),
“And he burned the house of the L-rd, and the king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and
every great man’s house burned he with fire”? “The house of the L-rd” is referring to the
Temple. “The king's house” is referring to the royal palace. “All the houses of Jerusalem” is to
be understood literally. The meaning of “And every great (man’s) house burned he with fire” is
the subject of controversy between R. Yohanan and R. Y ehoshua b. Levi. One said, it means the
place where the Torah is magnified; the other, the place where a prayer is magnified. The one
who says Torah bases himself on the verse (Isaiah 42:21), “The L-rd was pleased, for His
righteousness sake to make the Torah great and glorious.” The one who says prayer bases
himself on the verse (Kings Il 8:4), “Tell me, | beg you, al the great things that Elisha has
done,” and what Elisha did, he did by means of prayer. Megilah 27a
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“But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers
[kormim] and field workers [yogbim].” (Jeremiah 52:16) R. Yosef taught: “Kormim” refers to
balsamum gatherers from En Gedi to Ramah. Yogbim refers to those who catch hilazon (the
acquatic snail from which techailis is produced) from the promontory of Tyre as far as Haifa.
Shabbos 26a
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Rabbah said in the name of R. Yohanan: That night [when the people of Israel, at the time of
Moshe, cried because of the report of the spies| was the night of the ninth of Av. The Holy One,
blessed be He, said to them: Y ou have wept without cause, therefore | will set [this day] aside for
a weeping throughout the generations to come. [In the Mishnait is stated: On the ninth of Av,
the Temple was destroyed the first time as well as the second]. It is written (Kings Il 25:8-9),
“And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which is the nineteenth year of king
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, a servant of the king
of Babylon, to Jerusalem; And he burned the house of the L-rd, etc.” And it is further written,
however, (Jeremiah 52:12): “Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was
the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard, who stood before the king of Babylon into Jerusalem etc.” With reference to thisit has
been taught: We cannot say that this happened on the seventh, for it has already been stated that
it was “in the tenth”; and we cannot say that this happened on the tenth, for it has aready been
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stated that it was “ on the seventh”. How then are these dates to be reconciled? On the seventh the
heathens entered the Temple and ate therein and desecrated it throughout the seventh and eighth
[of Av] and towards dusk of the ninth they set fireto it and it continued to burn the whole of that
day, as it is said (Jeremiah 6:4), “Woe to us! For the day goes away, for the shadows of the
evening are lengthened.” And this is what R. Y ohanan meant when he said: Had | been divein
that generation | should have fixed [the mourning] for the tenth, because the greater part of the
Temple was burned down thereon. Why then did the Rabbis [choose the ninth to commemorate
the destruction of the Temple]? The beginning of any misfortune is of greater moment. Taanis
29a
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And the pillars of bronze that were in the house of the L-rd, and the bases, and the bronze sea
(basin) that was in the house of the L-rd, the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and carried the bronze of
them to Babylon. And the pans, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the spoons, and all the
utensils of bronze with which they ministered, took they away. And the firepans, and the basins,
and such things as were of gold, in gold, and of silver, in silver, the captain of the guard took
away. The two pillars, one sea (basin), and the bases which Solomon had made for the house of
the L-rd; the bronze of all these utensils beyond weight. The height of one pillar was eighteen
cubits, and the capital upon it was bronze; and the height of the capital three cubits; and the
network, and pomegranates upon the capital around it, all of bronze; and the second pillar had
the like, with the network. And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and
Zephaniah the second priest, and the three gatekeepers, And from the city he took an officer who
was set over the men of war, and five men of those who were in the king's presence, who were
found in the city, and the scribe of the commander of the army, who mustered the people of the
land, and sixty men of the people of the land who were found in the city; And Nebuzaradan
captain of the guard took these, and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah; And the king
of Babylon struck them, and killed them at Riblah in the land of Hamath. And Judah was carried
away from their land. Kings 1l 25:13-21
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And as for the people who remained in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon had left, over them he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, ruler.
And when all the captains of the armies, they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had
made Gedaliah governor, there came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and
Johanan the son of Careah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah
the son of a Maachathite, they and their men. And Gedaliah swore to them, and to their men, and
said to them, Do not fear to be the servants of the Chaldeans; live in the land, and serve the king
of Babylon; and it shall be well with you. But it came to pass in the seventh month, that 1shmael
the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of royal seed, came, and ten men with him, and struck
Gedaliah, and he died, and the men of Judah and the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah.
And al the people, both small and great, and the captains of the armies, arose, and came to
Egypt; for they were afraid of the Chaldeans. Kings |1 25:22-26
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And now | have this day declared it to you; but you have not obeyed the voice of the L-rd your
G-d, nor any thing for which He has sent me to you. Now therefore know certainly that you shall
die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, in the place where you wish to go and to
sojourn. Jeremiah 42:21-22
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Behold, | will watch over them for evil, and not for good; and all the men of Judah who are in
the land of Egypt shall be consumed by the sword and by the famine, until there is an end to
them. Yet a small number who escape the sword shall return out of the land of Egypt to the land
of Judah, and all the remnant of Judah, who have gone to the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall
know whose words shall stand, Mine, or theirs. And this shall be a sign to you, says the L-rd,
that 1 will punish you in this place, that you may know that My words shall surely stand against
you for evil; Thus says the L-rd; Behold, | will give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt to the hand
of his enemies, and to the hand of those who seek his life; as | gave Zedekiah king of Judah to
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, his enemy, who sought his life. Jeremiah
44:27-30
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In the twenty seventh year of Nebuchadnezzer (nine years after the destruction of Jerusalem), he
conquered Egypt and carried off her populace and took her booty, and took her plunder; as
wages for his army, [a fulfillment of the prophecy of Ezekiel 29:19]. At that time, Jeremiah and
Baruch were exiled to Babylon. Seder Olam Chapter 26



Series XVII 14 Lecture #10

E.

TIIPY NIW2 WHYWI 0wYY 00X NYHYW 0°7I° YA NIwa I¥RITII21 1737 WK Oyl N7

12?21‘131:1]’7 DMWY WU nwa :ovaw nvwbw nIXm NIY Wl o ’mmwa 12?21‘131:1]’7 Iy

Ay nvsbx nyaIx wo) ’73 TWnM 0PI NIRD YaW Wl 0°7I1° D02 27 7RI 7’737
bonaaa e NINRD

This is the people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away captive; in the seventh year three
thousand and twenty three men of Judah; - In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he carried
away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred and thirty two persons; - In the twenty third year of
Nebuchadrezzar, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, carried away captive of the men of
Judah seven hundred and forty five persons; al the persons were four thousand and six hundred.
Jeremiah 52:28-30
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R. Hiyab. Abin said in the name of R. Y ehoshua b. Korhah: An old man from the inhabitants of
Jerusalem told me that in this valley Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard killed two hundred
and eleven myriads (2,110,000), and in Jerusalem he killed ninety four myriads (940,000) on one
stone, until their blood went and joined that of Zechariah (Chronicles Il 24:22), to fulfil the
words (Hoseah 4:2), “Blood touches blood.” He noticed the blood of Zechariah bubbling up
warm, and asked what it was. They said: It is the blood of the sacrifices which has been poured
there. He had some blood brought, but it was different from the other. He then said to them: If
you tell me [the truth], well and good, but if not, | will tear your flesh with combs of iron. They
said: What can we say to you? There was a prophet among us who used to reprove us for our
irreligion, and we rose up against him and killed him, and for many years his blood has not
rested. He said to them: | will appease him. He brought the great Sanhedrin and the small
Sanhedrin and killed them over him, but the blood did not cease. He then slaughtered young men
and women, but the blood did not cease. He brought school-children and slaughtered them over
it, but the blood did not cease. So he said; Zechariah, Zechariah. | have slain the best of them; do
you want me to destroy them all? When he said this to him, it stopped. Straightway Nebuzaradan
felt remorse. He said to himself: If such is the penalty for slaying one soul, what will happen to
me who have dain such multitudes? So he fled away, and sent a deed to his house disposing of
his effects and became a convert. Gittin 57b

G.
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Why was the first Sanctuary destroyed? Because of three [evil] things which prevailed there:
idolatry, immorality, bloodshed. Idolatry, as it is written (Isaiah 28:20), “For the bed is too short
for aman maihistoreia (to stretch himself) and the covering too narrow when he gathers himself
up.” What is the meaning of “For the bed is too short for a man maihistoreia (to stretch
himself)”? R. Yonasan said: It is. This bed (referring to the Sanctuary after Manaseh placed
therein an idol) is too short for two neighbors (reia) to stretch themselves. And [what is the
meaning of,] “the covering [or idol] (maseicha) too narrow when he gathers himself up’? R.
Shmuel b. Nahmani said: When R. Yonasan [in his reading] came to this passage, he would cry
and say: To Him, concerning Whom it is written (Psalms 33:7), “He gathers the waters of the sea
together like a heap,” the cover [idol] became too narrow! Immorality [prevailed] as it is written
(Isaiah 3:16), “Moreover the L-rd said: Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk
with stretched-forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and make a
tinkling with their feet.” “Because the daughters of Zion are haughty,” i.e., they used to walk

with proud carriage. “And wanton eyes,” i.e, they filled their eyes with kohl (eye salve).
“Walking and mincing as they go”, i.e., they used to walk with the heel touching the toe. “And

make a tinkling with their feet”, R. Yitzchak said: They would take myrrh and balsam and place

it in their shoes and when they came near the young men of Israel they would kick, causing the
balsam to squirt at them and would thus cause the evil desire to enter them like an adder's poison.
Bloodshed [prevailed] asit is written (Kings Il 21:16), “Moreover Manaseh shed innocent blood
very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another.” They were wicked, but they
placed their trust in the Holy One, blessed be He. For it is written (Micha 3:11), “The heads
thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine
for money; yet will they lean upon the L-rd and say ‘Is not the L-rd in the midst of us? No evil
shall come upon us.” Therefore the Holy One, blessed be He, brought them three evil decrees as
against the three evils which were their own (ibid. 12), “Therefore shal Zion for your sake be
plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps and the mountain of the house as the high
places of aforest.” ... R. Yohanan and R. Eleazar both say: The former ones whose iniquity was
reveadled (i.e. their sins were done in the open) had their end revealed, the latter ones whose
iniquity was not revealed have their end still unrevealed. R. Yohanan said: The fingernail of the
earlier generations is better than the whole body of the later generations. Said Resh Lakish to
him: On the contrary, the latter generations are better, athough they are oppressed by the
governments, they are occupying themselves with the Torah. - [R. Yohanan] replied: The
Sanctuary will prove [my point] for it came back to the former generations, but not to the latter
ones. Yoma9b
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TIMELINE (ACCORDING TO THE GAON OF VILNA)

DATE (@5 170) KINGS OF JUDAH KINGS OF ISRAEL

835 BCE - i175pnn /2 Solomon oY Solomon oY

795 BCE - i77opnn "2 Rehoboam  oyamn Jeroboam V2172 oYY
778 BCE - 2”ppnn 3 Abijam 0°ax

775 BCE - 7ppnn "2 Asa NOX

774 BCE - v'ppnn "2 Nadab oya7’ 72 27
773 BCE - 1"ppnn 2 Baasha TUTIR 72 XUY2
750 BCE - "3 Elah XUy 72 79X
749 BCE - x> "3 Zimri il

749 BCE - x> "3 Omri My

738 BCE-2"5 "3 Ahab Y 72 2RMIR
734 BCE -5 "3 Jehoshaphat  LOWIn?

717 BCE - 3" /3 Ahaziah ANTIX 72 70N
716 BCE - 7"m "3 Jehoram ANTIX 72 0737
709 BCE-X"1"3 Jehoram phink

705BCE - 117173 Ahaziah IR

704 BCE-7"1"3 Athaliah aXOXR N2 37Ny Jehu VDY 12 R
698 BCE - 270 "2 Joash IR 72 WK

676 BCE - 770 "2 Jehoahaz RIT? 72 TR
659 BCE - X"jp "3 Jehoash MR 12 WRI
658 BCE - 2" "3 Amaziah TIXMR

645 BCE - 77vjp '3 Jeroboam WX 12 oyaY
630 BCE - ’7"7 ' Azariah Y (TIY)

607 BCE - 3”3 '3 Zecharigh  ©ya7’ 1237717
606 BCE - 7”3 ’3 Shallum W31’ 72 0IPY
606 BCE - 7”3 ’3 Menahem 73 72 onan
596 BCE - 77op "2 Pekahiah onam 72 7P
594 BCE - 1"0p '3 Pekah 3777917 72 MPD
593 BCE - 170 '3 Jotham oni

577 BCE - 3”pp '3 Ahaz {gh

574 BCE - v'pp '3 Hoshea 7R 72 YW
561 BCE - v”xp '3 Hezekish 1o

555 BCE -1171 73 2°DAVR NWY DY Nl End of the Monarchy in Israel
532BCE-n"21"1 Manasseh wan

477 BCE-2"51"3 Amon 7InR

475BCE-11"1"3 Josiah IPWR®

444 BCE - 170w "2 Jehoahaz NI

444 BCE - 170w "2 Jehoiakim  oprim

433 BCE -17ow 3 Jehoiachin P27

432 BCE -n">w " Zedekiah  wmpT

421 BCE - v"5w '3 M MPAY nvan AT End of the Monarchy in Judah



