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THELIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
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R. Shmuel b. R. Yitzchok said: When Resh Lakish began to expound [the subject of]
Sotah, he spoke thus: They only pair a woman with a man according to his deeds; asit is
said: For the sceptre of wickedness shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous. Rabbah b.
Bar Chanah said in the name of R. Y ochanan: It isas difficult to pair them aswas the
division of the Red Sea; asit is said: G-d setteth the solitary in families. He bringeth out
the prisonersinto prosperity! But it isnot so; for Rav Y ehudah has said in the name of
Rav: Forty days before the creation of a child, a Bath Kol issues forth and proclaims, The
daughter of A isfor B; the house of Cisfor D; thefield of Eisfor F! — Thereisno
contradiction, the latter dictum referring to a first marriage and the former to a second
marriage. Sotah 2a
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For thislet every one that is saintly pray unto Thee in the time of finding. R. Chanina
says. ‘Inthetime of finding' refersto [the finding of] awife. For it issaid: Whoso
findeth awife findeth a great good. In the West they used to ask a man who married a
wifethus: Matzaor Motzei? ‘Matza , for it iswritten: Whoso findeth [maza] awife
findeth agreat good. ‘Motzei’, for it iswritten: And | find [moze] more bitter than death
the woman. Berachos 8a
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But [yet], could Shmuel have said ‘Lest another [rival suitor] anticipate him’? Surely Rav
Y ehudah, as citing Shmuel, said, ‘ Forty days before the embryo isformed an echo issues
forth [on high] announcing, "The daughter of So-and-so is [to be awife] to So and-so”.
[Similarly], "Such and such afield is[to belong] to So and-so".” — No; what it meansis,
‘Lest another [rival suitor] anticipate him' by means of prayer, asisillustrated by what
occurred to Rava, who overheard a certain fellow praying for grace saying: ‘ May that girl
be destined to be mine!” Said Rava to the man: ‘ Pray not for grace thus; if she be meet for
you, you will not lose her, and if not , you have challenged Providence'. Later he
overheard him praying that either he should die before her or she before him. Said Rava
to him: *[Praying Jack], did | not tell you not to pray for grace in this matter? Thus said
Rav in the name of R. Reuven b. Estrobile, from the Torah, from the Prophets and from
the Hagiographa it may be shown that awoman is [destined to] a man by G-d. From the
Torah: Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The thing proceedeth from the L-rd.
From the Prophets: But his [Samson's] father and mother knew not that it was of the L-rd.
And from the Hagiographa: House and riches are the inheritance of fathers, but a prudent
wifeisfromthe L-rd. Mo'ed Katan 18b
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R. Akiva expounded: When husband and wife are worthy, the Shechinah abides with
them; when they are not worthy fire consumes them. Rava said: [ The fire which results]
from the woman is severer than that from the man. What is the reason? In the case of the
former [the letters aleph and shin] are consecutive, but not in the case of aman. Sotah
17a
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But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac.
Genesis24:4
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Fortunate is the person whose wifeis from hisown city. Midrash Mishlel Parshah 5
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Rav Y ehudah said in the name of Rav: A man may not betroth a woman before he sees
her, lest he [subsequently] see something repulsive in her, and she become |oathsome to
him, whereas the All-Merciful said, "but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."
Kiddushin 41a
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The daughters of Jerusalem came out and danced in the vineyards exclaiming at the same
time, "Y oung man, lift up thine eyes and see what thou choosest for thyself. Do not set
thine eyes on beauty but set thine eyes on [good] family. Grace isdeceitful, and beauty
isvain, but awoman that feareth the L-rd, she shall be praised . (Proverbs 31)
Taanis 26b

Our Rabbis have taught: The beautiful amongst them called out, Set your eyes on beauty
for the quality most to be prized in woman is beauty. Taanis 31a
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R. Yochanan said: There are three kinds of favor: the favor of alocality in the estimation
of itsinhabitants, the favor of awoman in the estimation of her husband, and the favor of
an article in the estimation of its purchaser. Sotah 47a
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Rav Y ehudah said: One should always take heed that there be corn in his house; for strife
is prevalent in a house only on account of corn [food], for it iswritten, He maketh peace
in thy borders: hefilleth thee with the finest of the wheat. Said R. Papa, Hence the
proverb: When the barley is quite gone from the pitcher, strife comes knocking at the
door. Bava Metzia 59a
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And being cursed by one's wife in his presence [causes poverty]: Said Rava: [That is
when she curses him] on account of her adornments. But that is only when he has the
means but does not provide them. Shabbos 62b
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Our Rabbis taught: [The order of the phrasesig] ‘that hath built’, ‘that hath planted’, ‘that
hath betrothed’. The Torah has thus taught arule of conduct: that a man should build a
house, plant avineyard and then marry awife. Sotah 44a
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Further said R. Chisda: Anger in ahouse islike aworm in the sesame plant. Sotah 3b
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R. Chisda said: A man should never terrorize his household. Gittin 6b
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R. Avira used to give the following exposition (sometimes quoting it in the name of R.
Ammi and sometimesin the name of R. Assi): What is the meaning of the verse: Well is
it with the man that dealeth graciously, that ordereth his affairs rightfully? A man should
aways eat and drink less than his means allow, clothe himself in accordance with means,
and honor his wife and children more than his means allow, for they are dependent upon
him and he is dependent upon ‘Him who spake and the world came into being’. Chullin
84b
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Our Rabbis taught: Concerning a man who loves his wife as himself, who honors her
more than himself, who guides his sons and daughtersin the right path, Scripture says,
And thou shalt know that thy tent isin peace. Y evamos 62b



Series|| 6 Lecture #10

M MASCULINITY BEITZA 32B

oW INWRWY M7 ,17%a0 (APWD D3N 37 19K 00 DPR 170 IwHW 7337 1IN
~ XMp RINTLIAR P12 ROR 92 PRW o7 AR :DIR WY 39932 PPRwIn 17100 01,10y
2% 7873 .M YT WHK

Our Rabbis taught: There are three whose life isno life and they are: Hewho is
dependent on the table of his neighbor; hewhom hiswiferules ; and he whose body is
subject to suffering. And some say: Also he who possesses only one shirt. And the first
Tanna? — It is possible to examine his garment. Beitzah 32b
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Rav said: One should aways be heedful of wronging hiswife, for since her tears are
frequent sheis quickly hurt. Bava M etzia 59a
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R. Akiva expounded: When husband and wife are worthy, the Shechinah abides with
them; when they are not worthy fire consumes them. Rava said: [ The fire which results]
from the woman is severer than that from the man. What is the reason? In the case of the
former [the letters aleph and shin] are consecutive, but not in the case of aman. Sotah
17a
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Further said R. Chisda, At first, before Israel sinned [against morality], the Shechinah
abode with each individual; asit is said: For the L-rd thy G-d walketh in the midst of thy
camp. When they sinned, the Shechinah departed from them; asitissaid: That He see no
unclean thing in thee and turn away from thee. Sotah 3b
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Our Rabbis taught: Let aman always sell all he has and marry the daughter of a scholar.
If he does not find1 the daughter of ascholar, let him marry the daughter of [one of] the
great men of the generation. If he does not find the daughter of [one of] the great men of
the generation, let him marry the daughter of the head of synagogues. If he does not find
the daughter of the head of synagogues, let him marry the daughter of a charity treasurer.
If he does not find the daughter of acharity treasurer, let him marry the daughter of an
elementary school-teacher, but let him not marry the daughter of an am ha-aretz, because
they are detestable and their wives are vermin, and of their daughtersit is said, Cursed be
he that lieth with any manner of beast. It was taught, R. Meir used to say: Whoever
marries his daughter to an am ha-arez, is as though he bound and laid her before alion:
just asalion tears [his prey] and devours it and has no shame, so an am ha-arez strikes
and cohabits and has no shame. Pesachim 49b



