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THE LIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series |l Lecture#10

THE FASTSOF TEVES
AND THE FOUNDING OF CHRISTIANITY

l. The Fasts of Teves
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Again in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, the words of
the L-rd came unto me saying, "Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this
same day; the king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem this same day." Ezekiel
24:12
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Oneisrequired to fast on the nine of Av, the seventeenth of Tamuz, the third of Tishrel,
and the tenth of Teves because of the terrible events that occured on those dates.
Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 549
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These are the days that terrible events occured to our forefathers and it isfit to fast on
thesedays. ... On the eighth of Tevesthe Torah was written in Greek by king Ptolmey
[of Egypt] and there was darkness in the world for three days. The ninth of Teves was
declared afast day. It is not known, however, what tragedy occurred then. Shulchan
Aruch Orach Chaim 580:2. Megillas Taanis.

. Targum
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Rav Ikabar Avin said that Rav Chananel said in the name of Rav the following: What is
meant by the verse "And they read (under the auspices of Ezra) in the Torah of Hashem
clearly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading” (Nehemia 8:8)7?
(He answered that theword) " clearly" refersto Targum (the Aramaic trandation) ,
and (the term) "gave the sense" refers to sentence structure, and (the term) "caused them
to understand the reading” refers to the cantillation: there are those that say that it refers
to the exact spellings. Nedarim 37b
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Rav Y ermiah and some say Rabbi Chiah bar Aba said the following: The Targum (the
Aramaic trandlation of the Torah) was composed by Onkelus the convert under the
auspices of Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Y ehoshuah... An objection was raised that it was
already extant at the time of Ezra. The Talmud answers that the original trandation had
not been faithfully preserved. Onkelus reconstructed the original. M egillah 3a
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Rabbi Y ermiah said in the name of Rabbi Chia Bar Bo that Aqillas the convert translated
("Tirgam") theTorah  (into Greek) in the presence of Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi

Y ehoshuah and they praised it. They said to him that it was a fulfillment of the verse,
"You are ( referring to the Greek trandation ) more beautiful than the rest of (the works
of) humanity." Talmud Yerushalmi Megillah 1:9
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Rabbi Tanchum stated that Aqillastranslated (" Tirgam™) the word "hadar" (refering to
Esrog) as"hydra" (Greek for water) meaning the fruit of the tree that grows on the face
of the water (it needs much irrigation). Talmud Y erushalmi Sucah 3:5

[1. Trand ations and Substitutions
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The only difference between " Seforim” (parchment scrolls of Tanach) and "Mezuzos®
and "Tefilin" isthat Seforim can be written in any language and Mezuzos and Tefilin can
only bewritten in "Ashuris' (Hebrew language and script). Raban Shimon ben Gamliel
stated that the only alter nate language that was allowed for Seforim was Greek.
Megillah 8b
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Rabbi Abahu said in the name of Rabbi Y ochanan that the final Halachic ruling is like
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel. What is the reasoning of Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel? It
is based on the verse, "G-d will expand Y efes (ancestor of the Greeks) and he will dwell
in the tents of Shem (ancestor of the Jews)" Braishis 9:27. It means that the words
(language) of Y efes shall be in the tents of Shem (Bais Haknesses). The question is
asked: How do we know that the verse refers to the Greeks? Perhapsit refers to other
descendants of Y efes, for instance Gomer or Magog? Rabbi Chia bar Abareplied that
the word "Y aft" meaning "expand" aso means "beauty". Thereforetheversealso
impliesthat the most beautiful product of Yefes (the Greek language) shall dwell in
Shem'stents. Megillah 9b
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Welearned in a Braisah that Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said that only Greek was
allowed as an dternative to the original language. After investigation it was discovered

that only in Greek could the Torah be adequately translated . Talmud Y erushalmi
Megillah 1:9

IV.  TheDays of Darkness
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Therewasan incident with five scholar swho trandglated the Torah into Greek for
Ptolmey the King (of Egypt). That day was consider ed as troublesomefor the Jews
astheday that the Golden Calf was made because the Torah cannot be adequately
translated. Maseches Soferim 1.7
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There was a further incident with Ptolmey King [of Egypt] who gathered 72 scholars and
placed them in 72 different houses but did not reveal to them his purpose. He entered
each one's house separately and said: " Translate for me the Torah of Moshe your
teacher." Hashem gave wisdom into the heart of each of them and they al independently
agreed to trand ate it in the same manner. They made, however,the following thirteen
changes:

1 G-d created inthebeginning  (instead of Inthe beginning G-d created ).
Beraishis1:1

2) And G-d said | will make man (instead of: L et us make man). Beraishis 1:26

3) And He finished on the sixth day and He rested on the seventh (instead of: He
finished on the seventh day and He rested on the seventh). Beraishis2:2

4) Male and female did He create  him (instead of: Male and female did he create
them). Beraishis5:2

5) Let Me go down and confuse their language (instead of: Let us go down and
confuse their language). Beraishis 11:7

6) And Sarah laughed amongst her near ones  (relatives) (instead of:  Sarah
laughed to herself). Beraishis18:12

7 Intheir anger they killed oxen and by their free will they uprooted troughs
(instead of: in their anger they killed men and with their free will they uprooted oxen).
Beraishis 49:6

8) And Moshe took hiswife and children and set them upon a transporter of
people (instead of: And Moshe took his wife and children and set them upon a donkey).
Shemos 4:20

9) And the sojourning of the children of Israel who dwelt in Egypt and other lands
was 430 years instead of: (And the sojourning of the children of I1srael who dwelt in
Egypt was 430 years). Shemos 12:40
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10)  And hesent the nobility (instead of: he sent theyoung men . Shemos 24:5
11)  Not one desirousobject (instead of: Not one donkey) Bamidbar 16:15

12) (Thestars) which Hashemhas apportioned togivelight toall the nations
(instead of: which Hashem hasapportioned to all the nations). Devorim 4:19

And they will go and serve other gods and worship them or the sun or moon or any of the
hosts of the heavens which | have not commanded them to wor ship (instead of: | have
not commanded). Devorim 17:3

13) Thesnort legged animal (instead of the hare). Vayikra 11:6

Maseches Sofrim 1:8, M egilla 9a

V.  Trandatorsand Impostors
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"Write down these words" (Shmos 34:27). Thisrefersto the verse, "Were | to write down
the bulk of my Torah you would be (eventually) considered as a stranger." (Hoshea 8:12)
At the time that Hashem revealed Himself to Moshe at Sinai to give the Torah to the
Jews, He taught it in order: Scripture, Mishna, Talmud, and Agadah, asit is stated,
"Hashem said all these things'.(Shmos 20:1) Even that which a student asks of his
teacher did Hashem teach Moshe at that time. After He taught it to Moshe He told him,
"Go teach it to the Jews'. Moshe said to Hashem, "L et me write (all of) it down for
them". Hashem replied, " | don't want to giveit to them in writing because | know
that eventually the non-Jews will dominate them and take the Torah away from
them and the Jews will become despised by them. Only the Scripturewill | givein
writing but Mishna, Talmud, and Agada will be kept in an oral form. If the
non-Jews come and subjugate them, the Oral Law will act as a separation.”
Therefore the Prophet said, "Were | to write down the bulk of the Torah you would be
considered as strangers." What did | do for them? | gave them the Scripture in writing but
the Mishna, Talmud, and Agada | give them oraly. "Write these words' (Shemos 34:27)
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refersto Scripture. "Because according to (the verbal interpretation of) these words did |
make a covenant” (ibid) refers to the Mishna and Talmud that create a separation between
the other nations and the Jews. Midrash Shemos Rabbah 47:1
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"And a peace offering consisting of two bullocks' (Bamidbar 7:17) alludes to the fact
that Hashem gave two Torahs to the Jews: awritten Torah and an oral Torah. He gave
them awritten Torah that containsin it the 613 Mitzvosin order to fill them with Mitzvos
and to bestow upon them merit asit is written "Hashem is desirous for his righteousness
sake to magnify the Torah and make it glorious" (Y eshiah 42:21). He gave them an oral
law to makethem stand out from amongst the nations. For that reason he did not
give the Talmud in writing so that the nations would not be able to tamper with it as
they did with Scripture and make theclaim that they arethetrue | sradlites.
Regarding thisisit written, "Were | to write down the bulk of my Torah they would be
considered as strangers." Hashem said, "If | were to write for the Jews the bulk of my
Torah (referring to the Mishnawhich is greater in length), then the Jews would be
considered as strangers." Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah 14:10

VI.  The Mysterious Day of Mourning
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The ninth of Teves was declared afast day. It is not known, however, what tragedy
occurred then. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 580:2. Megillas Taanis.
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| was reproached on the ninth (of Teves) with humiliation and shame. Removed from me
was the cloak of magjesty and crown. On this day was torn away the giver of beautiful
expression, Ezrathe Scribe. Selichosliturgy for the Tenth of Teves.
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VIl.  The Secret Saint - The Secret Spy
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VIII. Future Tragedies
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[Thereis amystery that dates| from the time of our early Rabbis of blessed memory who
wrote the Megilas Taanis and decreed afast day for the ninth of Teves. The reason for
the fast day is unknown. From this incident, [that R. Y ehosef, the son of Rav Shmuel
HaNagid, waskilled on that day,] we now know [that due to the Holy Spirit within them]
they had thisin mind. Raavad-Sefer HaK abalah



