7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. How old was Rabbi Akivawhen he started learning Torah?
How old was he when he died?

2. Who was Rabbi Akivas father-in-law?

3.  How many students did Rabbi Akivahave? How many
outstanding students?

4.  What specia item did Rabbi Akivagive hiswife?
5. How did Rabbi Akivaacquire hiswealth?

This and much more will be addressed in the tenth lecture of this
saries; "Rabbi Akiva and the Renaissance of Torah".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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RABBI AKIVA AND THE RENAISSANCE OF TORAH

l. From Shepherd To Scholar
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Four died at the age of one hundred and twenty: Moshe, Hillel the Elder, Rabban

Y ochanon ben Zakai, and Rabbi Akiva. Moshe wasin Egypt for forty years, wasin
Midian for forty years and led the Jewish People for forty years. Hillel the Elder went up
from Babylon at the age of forty, studied under the Sages for forty years and led the
Jewish people for forty years. Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai wasinvolved in business for
forty years, studied under the Sages for forty years and led the Jewish people for forty
years. Rabbi Akivawas a shepherd for forty years, studied under the Sages for forty years
and led the Jewish people for forty years. Sifrei Zos Habracha 36
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Things that were not revealed to Moshe were revealed to Rabbi Akiva and his colleagues.
[Thefollowing verse:] "And his eye has seen every precious thing” (Job 28:10) refersto
Rabbi Akivaand his colleagues. Midrash BaMidbar Rabbah 19:6
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Said Rabbi Y ehuda, said Rav: At the time that M oshe went up to Heaven, he found
Hashem sitting and tying crowns to the letters. Said Moshe, "Hashem, who stays Y our
hand?' He answered, "There will arise aman at the end of many generations, Akiva ben
Y osef by name, who will expound upon each tittle heaps and heaps of laws". "Hashem,"
said Moshe, "permit meto see him." Hereplied, "Turn yourself round.” Moshe went
and sat down behind eight rows. Not being able to follow their arguments, he wasill at
ease, but when they came to a certain subject and the disciples said to the master,
"Whence do you know it?" and the latter replied, "It isalaw given unto Moshe at Sinai.",
he was comforted. Thereupon he returned to the Holy One, blessed be He, and said,
"Hashem, Y ou have such a man and Y ou give the Torah by me!” Hereplied, "Be silent,
for such is My decree." Then said Moshe, "Hashem, Y ou have shown me his Torah;
show me hisreward." "Turn yourself round,” said He; and Moshe turned round and saw
them weighing out hisflesh at the market-stalls. "Hashem," cried Moshe, "such Torah,
and such areward!" Hereplied, "Be silent, for such is My decree." M enachos 29b
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[One] of Sisro's descendants learned Torah in Jerusalem. Who was he? Rabbi Akiva.
Gitin 57b (according to the text of Rabeinu Nissm Gaon, Menoras HaMaor, and
Dikdukei Sofrim)
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Y osef, the father of Rabbi Akiva, was aconvert. Rambam in hisIntroduction to Yad
HaChazakah
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The following incident occured on adark and cloudy day: The scholars didn't enter the
House of Study that day. There were children there [that day]. They said, "Let's come and
[pretend to] make ayeshivah." They said, "Why are there two of the following letters:
'mem’, 'nun’, 'tzadi’, 'pai’, and 'cof'? [ The meaning of the double lettersis. 'Mem' stands for
the Hebrew word 'mamar’ meaning statement. Therefore the two mems mean two
statements.] From the statement [of Hashem to Moshe] to the statement [of Moshe to the
Jewish People]. ['Nun' stands for the Hebrew word 'ne-eman’ which means trustworthy.]
From the One who is trustworthy to the one (Moshe) who is trustworthy. ['Tzadi' stands
for the Hebrew word "Tzadik' which means righteous.] From the Righteous One to the
righteous one (Moshe). ['Pai’ stands for 'peh’ which means mouth.] From the mouth of
Hashem to the mouth of Moshe. ['Cof" stands for 'caf’ which means hand.] From the hand
of Hashem to the hand of Moshe.”

They identified these children and they grew up to be amongst the great of Israel. Some
say that they were Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Y ehoshua, and Rabbi Akiva. They applied the
following verse to them, "Even as a child [a person] is recognized by his doings, whether
hiswork is pure, and whether itisright." (Mishlei 20:11)  Midrash Beraishis Rabbah
1:11
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It wastaught in a Braiisa: Rabbi Akiva said, "When | was an 'am ha-aretz' | said, 'l wish
that | had a scholar [in my grasp] so that | would bite him like adonkey.™ Said his
disciplesto him, "Rabbi, say like adog!" "The former bites and breaks the bones, while
the latter bites but does not break the bones," he answered them. Pesachim 49b
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"Sit inthe dust of their feet" (Avos 1:4) refers to Rabbi Eliezer; "Drink in their words
thirstily" (ibid.) refers to Rabbi Akiva. What was the beginning of [the career of] Rabbi
Akiva? They (the Sages) said that Rabbi Akivawas forty years old and he hadn't yet
learned any Torah. Once, he was standing at the mouth of awell. He asked, "Who carved
out thisrock?' They replied, "The water that constantly falls on it every day. Akival
Don't you know the verse: 'The waters wear down the stones' (Job 14:19)?" At once
Rabbi Akiva made his own logical inference: If that which is soft (water) has the power
to bore through that which is hard (stone), the words of Torah that are as hard asiron
most certainly has the power to make an engraving on my heart which is[merely] flesh
and blood. At once, he turned around [and went] to learn Torah.

He went together with his son and they both sat by an elementary school teacher. He said
to him, "Rabbi, teach me Torah!" Rabbi Akivaheld one end of the [writing] tablet and his
son the other end. He (the teacher) wrote down the alphabet and he (Rabbi Akiva)

learned it. He kept on learning until he had learned all of the Torah. He [eventually] went
to sit before Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Y ehoshua. He said to them, "My masters, reveal to
me the reasoning of the Mishna." As soon as he told him one 'halacha’ he went and sat
aone and said (analyzed), "Why isthis ‘aleph’ written? Why this 'bais? Why is this thing
stated?' He went back and asked them his questions [until he finally] arrived at a
successful resolution.

Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar said, "Let me explain this with the following parable: Once, a
rock quarrier took his pick ax and started chipping away a a mountain. People came [to
see] and asked him, 'What are you doing? He replied to them, 'Behold | am uprooting
[thismountain] and placing it into the Jordan River.' They retorted, "Y ou won't be able to
uproot the entire mountain!" He kept on chipping away [however] until he was able to
carve out avery large boulder. He placed himself under it, chipped away the final
connection to the mountain and pushed it into the Jordan. He remarked to the stone [as he
was pushing it], Thisisn't your place (by the mountain) but rather over there (by the
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Jordan).' Rabbi Akiva did the same with Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Y ehoshua." Rabbi
Tarphon said to Rabbi Akiva, "Akival Regarding you does the Scripture say: 'He binds
the flood from overflowing, and the thing that is hidden he brings forth to light." (Job
28:11) Things that were hidden from humanity did Rabbi Akiva bring forth to light."

Every day he would bring a bundle of wood. Half of it he would sell and from it make a
livelihood. The other half he would use in his home. His neighbors complained to him,
"Akival You're destroying us with the smoke [of the fire wood]. Sell it to us and buy oil
with the money so you can study by the light of a[n oil] lamp.” Hereplied, "l useit (the
wood) to accomplish various functions. One, | study with it. Another, | warm myself with
it. Yet another, | am able to sleep on it." Rabbi Akivais destined to condemn all the poor
in [the final] judgement. If He asks them, "Why didn't you learn [Torah]?" and they reply,
"Because we were so poor (and didn't have the time or the presence of mind)," they (the
Heavenly tribunal) will reply, "Rabbi Akivawas even poorer and more destitute [yet he
was ableto learn]." If they say, "Because of our little children [we were so involved and
were unable to spend the time to learn Torah]", they will reply, "Behold, Rabbi Akiva
had many sons and daughters and supported them and Rochel hiswife [and was still able
to learn]."

He was forty years old when he went to study Torah. At the end of thirteen years [of
study] hetaught Torah in public. They said [regarding Rabbi Akiva] that he didn't depart
from thisworld before he had tables of silver and gold and until he climbed into bed on
steps of gold. His wife wore golden ornaments and a golden clasp engraved with the
image of the city [of Jerusalem]. His students said to him, "Y ou are embarrassing us with
what you are doing for her." He replied, "Much suffering did she experience with me for
Torah." AvosD'Rabbi Nasan 6:2
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Rabbi Akivawas a shepherd of Ben Kalba Savua. The latter's daughter, seeing how
modest and noble the shepherd was, said to him, "Were | to be betrothed to you, would
you go away to study at ayeshiva?' "Yes," hereplied. She was then secretly betrothed
to him and sent him away. When her father heard what she had done, he drove her from
his house and forbade her by avow to have any benefit from his estate. Rabbi Akiba
departed and spent twelve years at the academy. When he returned home he brought
with him twelve thousand disciples. Whilein his home town, he heard an old man saying
to her, "How long will you lead the life of aliving widowhood?' "If he would listen to
me, "she replied, "he would spend in study another twelve years." Said Rabbi Akiva, "It
is then with her consent that | am acting." And he departed again and spent another
twelve years at the yeshivah. When he finally returned, he brought with him twenty four
thousand disciples. Hiswife heard of hisarrival and went out to meet him. When her
neighbors said to her, "Borrow some respectable clothes and put them on." She replied,
"A righteous man regards the life of his beast." On approaching him she fell upon her
face and kissed hisfeet. His attendants were about to thrust her aside, when Rabbi Akiva
cried to them, "Leave her done, mine and yours are hers." Her father, on hearing that a
great man had come to the town, said, "l shall go to him; perchance he will invalidate my
vow." When he came to him, Rabbi Akiva asked, "Would you have made your vow if
you had known that he was agreat man?' "Had he known," the other replied, "even one
chapter or even one single halachah | would not have made the vow." Hethen said to
him, "I am the man." The other fell upon his face and kissed hisfeet and also gave him
half of hiswealth.

The daughter of Rabbi Akiva acted inasimilar way towards Ben Azzai. Thisisindeed
an illustration of the proverb, "Ewe follow ewe; a daughter's acts are like those of her
mother." Kesubos 62b-63a

J.
DM FRIT TR YAty XD 12 yew yiat X295 137 7Pn1a YR NWIRRR XY 9

T 7 RN D VIPIN KPR 7T KI2ON 2 933 I RINVD PP 72°DINCRI KDIR 70O
M XPY RWIRD 1372 NTKR 779K RNR R37TT 2250170 5 R1PHI D ORIT R 77 0K
7% MR A1ARY avTn 0% MDY NNR NTYYT X12°0T XNTID 0% 127 979 MR RIAX
NN DIR 27 72 M7 DT Y TR Y MR R R12°N 99DRT X122 T 7PNNIRD R2PY
1M YW PN°% RNR KR 1730 070 NN ohwonh YW 1 TyhR 9T onp 1w o
IV P OMT RPT RIT PAR PO T2V PO WN°2TY YW 0 7% MRPT 7°0°2 SN
AW N0 NN I NTD NPRE R Y AIMKR AW IAPIS DR nIvnaR (Raw)
W 10 NN I DIR 77 IARY TR RDIWA Y NI PRIT IR RDPINR
nmp RO AR PERD XYY 0993 pID1 Ymbn a1 1EDR IVIINT WY RNR RNPIINNR
NNR M WD oI ¥ R 7ImK XY DRI RYIWA XITT 77 K TOXRD pEonb

2107771 X971 75w 055w 25w 7% 31030 13RI 71329 7% 17m Rp 700 N



Series|| 7 Lecture #10

The daughter of Ben Kaba Savua betrothed herself to Rabbi Akiva. When her father
heard there of, he vowed that she was not to benefit from any of his property. Then she
went and married him in winter. They slept on straw, and he had to pick out the straw
from hishair. "If only | could afford it," said he to her, "I would present you with a
golden Jerusalem (a broach engraved with the city of Jerusalem).” Eliyohu came to them
in the guise of amortal, and cried out at the door, "Give me some straw, for my wifeisin
confinement and | have nothing for her to lie on." "See!" Rabbi Akiva observed to his
wife, "there is a man who lacks even straw."” She counseled him, "Go, and become a
scholar." So he left her, and spent twelve years under Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Y ehoshua.
At the end of this period he was returning home, when from the back of the house, he
heard awicked man jeering at hiswife, "Y our husband did well to you. First, because he
isyour inferior, and second, he has abandoned you to living widowhood all these years."
Shereplied, "Y et were he to hear my desires, he would be absent another twelve years."
"Seeing that she has given me permission,” he said, "l will go back." So he went back,
and was absent for another twelve years; he returned with twenty four thousand disciples.
Everyone flocked to welcome him, including her too. But that wicked man said to her,
"And where are you going?' "A righteous man knowsthe life of his beast,” she retorted.
So she went to see him, but the disciples wished to repulse her. "Make way for her," he
told them, "for mine and yours are hers." Nedarim 50a
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There occured the following incident with Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Akiva made a gold broach
with an engraving of the city of Jerusalem for hiswife. The wife of Rabban Gamliel saw
it and became jealous and expressed her feelings to her husband. He replied, "Would you
have done for me what she did [for her husband]? She sold her braided hair so that her
husband would be ableto learn Torah." Y erushalmi Shabbos 6:1

Il. At the Feet of the Masters
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Rabbi Akiva said, "The following was the first experience | had when | served the Sages:
Once | waswalking on the road and | found a'mais mitzvah' (someone who died without
relatives to bury him). | carried him approximately four mil until | arrived at a cemetery
where | buried him. When | came to Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Y ehoshua, | told them
about the incident. They said to me, 'For every step you took it is considered asif you
spilled blood.' | said [to myself], 'If at the time that my intentions are pure, | am
condemned, most certainly at the time that | don't have such intentions.' From that time
on | didn't budge from serving Sages." He used to say, "He who doesn't serve scholarsis
condemned to death." Yerushalmi Nazir 7:1
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Rabbi Akiva said, "It was my turn to spend the week with Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi
Y ehoshua. | kneaded dough for them [on Passover] using wine, oil, and honey but they
didn't tell me anything (i.e. evidently it was alowed)." Pesachim 36a
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Rabbi Jochanan further said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai: The service of
the Torah is greater than the study thereof. For it issaid, "Hereis Elisha the son of
Shaphat, who poured water on the hands of Elijah." (Kingsll 3:11) Itisnot said "who
learned”, but "who poured water". Thisteaches that the service of the Torah is greater
than the study thereof. Berachos7b
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For thirteen years Rabbi Akivastudied under Rabbi Eliezer, but he didn't know him. This
(as described in Pesachim) was the first time that Rabbi Akiva had challenged Rabbi
Eliezer. Rabbi Y ehoshua said to Rabbi Eliezer, "Behold thisis the nation which you have
rgjected. Go out now and do battle with him." Y erushalmi Pesachim 6:3
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Our Rabbis taught: When Rabbi Eliezer was arrested because of Minus (suspicion of
being a Christian), they brought him up to the tribune to be judged. Said the governor to
him, "How can a sage man like you occupy himself with those idle things?' He replied,
"I acknowledge the Judge as right.” The governor thought that he referred to him -
though he redlly referred to his Father in Heaven - and said, "Because you have
acknowledged me asright, | swear in the name of mercy that you are to be acquitted.”
When he came home, his disciples called on him to console him, but he would accept no
consolation. Said Rabbi Akivato him, "Master, permit me to say one thing of what you
have taught me?' Hereplied, "Say it." "Master," said he, "perhaps some of the teaching
of the Minim had been transmitted to you and you approved of it and because of that you
were arrested?"' He exclaimed, "Akiva you have reminded me. | was once walking in the
uppermarket of Sepphoriswhen | came across one Y aakov of Kefar-Sechaniah by name,
who said to me, "It iswritten in your Torah, "Thou shalt not bring the hire of a
harlot...into the house of the Lord thy God." (Deuteronomy 23:19) May such money be
applied to the erection of aretiring place ( X027 n°2) for the High Priest? Towhich |

made no reply. Said he to me, 'Thuswas | taught by Jesus the Nazarene, "For of the hire
of aharlot hath she gathered them and unto the hire of aharlot shall they return” (Micha
1:7): they came from a place of filth, let them go to a place of filth.' Those words pleased
me very much, and that iswhy | was arrested for apostasy, for thereby | transgressed the
Scriptural words, 'Remove thy way far from her' - which refers to minus (apostacy) - 'and
come not nigh to the door of her house,' (Proverbs 5:8) - which refersto the ruling
power."

There are some who apply "Remove thy way from her" to minus (apostasy) as well asto
the ruling power, and "and come not nigh to the door of her house" to a harlot. And how
far isone to keep away? Said Rabbi Chisda, "Four cubits." Avodah Zara 16b-17a
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Rabbi Yishmael asked Rabbi Akivawhile they were walking on the road. He said to him,
"Y ou studied under Nachum Ish Gamzu for twenty-two years. . . ." Chagigah 12a
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Onetime, while the Sages were sitting, two children passed by them. One uncovered his
head and the other covered it. Regarding the one who uncovered his head, Rabbi Eliezer
claimed that he must be a"mamzer" (one born of incestuous or adulterous relations).
Rabbi Y ehoshua claimed that he was a"ben Nidah" (one born of a mother who did not
keep the laws of ritual purity). Rabbi Akiva claimed that the child was both a"mamzer"
and a"ben Nidah". They asked of Rabbi Akiva, "How did you allow your heart to prevail
upon you to trangress (argue against) the words of your teachers?' "I will validate my
position,” he replied. He went to to the mother of that child and found her selling legumes
in the marketplace. He told her, "My daughter, if you tell methat which | ask, | will bring
you into (assure a place for you in) the world to come." She said to him, " Swear unto me
(that you will do so0)." Rabbi Akivaswore with his lips and invalidated it with his heart.
He asked her, "What is the story with your son?" She replied, "When | entered the
‘chupah’ (bridal chamber) | was a'Nidah' and my husband kept his distance from me. |
had an affair with one of my husband's friends (groomsmen) and became pregnant with
thischild." It comes out that the child was a"mamzer" and a "ben Nidah". They said that
Rabbi Akiva displayed his greatness [at that time] by disproving his colleagues (actually
his teachers). At that time they said [the following benediction], "Blessed is He who
revealed his secretsto Akiva ben Yosef." They originaly called them (Rabbi Eliezer and
Rabbi Y ehoshua) "teachers' and later they referred to them as "colleagues'? Since he
prevailed over them, they [were now] considered to be colleagues. Callah Rabas 2:1
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Rabbi Bo made the following statement: Originally, every master would appoint hisown
disciple [to a position of dayan (judge)]. Rabbi Y ochanon ben Zakai appointed Rabbi
Eliezar and Rabbi Y ehoshua. Rabbi Y ehoshua appointed Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Akiva
appointed Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Shimon. Y erushalmi Sanhedrin 1:2
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Rabbi Akivasaid, "l don't have the power to articulate at the same level as my teachers.
[Thereason is that] my Rabbis received from their teachers a [substantial] portion of their
teachings. What | received was akin to someone smelling an esrog. The smeller has
pleasure but the esrog is not missing any visible portion. Or it (what | received from my
teachers) can be likened to filling a bucket from a spring of water or to lighting alamp
from another lamp [where thereis no visible loss from the donor]."

Once, Rabbi Akiva came late to the Bais Midrash [Study Hall]. He came and sat outside
[not wishing to disturb those who were already seated by walking in to his seat in the
front]. The question was posed [in the Bais Midrash] regarding a certain "halacha’. The
students commented, "The [source of the] halacha is outside [the Bais HaMidrash]."
Another question was posed and the students commented, "The Torah isoutside." Y et
another guestion was posed and the students commented, "Akivais outside". [At this,] he
camein and sat at the feet of Rabbi Eliezer. Midrash Shir HaShirim 1:3

[1. Teacher and Leader
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From six incidents did Rabbi Akiva become wealthy: 1) From [Ben] Kalba Savua (his
father-in-law). 2) From aship'sram. For every ship is provided with the figurehead of an
animal. Once this (a wooden ram) was forgotten on the sea shore, and Rabbi Akiva
found it. 3) From a hollowed out trunk. For he once gave four zuz to sailors, and told
them to bring him something (that he needed). But they found only a hollow log on the
sea shore which they brought to him saying, "Sit on this and wait." It was found to be
full of "denarii”. For it once happened that a ship sunk and al the treasures thereof were
placed in that log, and it was found at that time. 4) From amatron. 5) From the wife of
Turnus Rufus. 6) From Keti'a bar Shalom. Nedarim 50a
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Our Rabbis taught: Justice, justice shall you follow. This means: Follow the scholars to
their Yeshivas, e.g. Rabbi Eliezer to Lud, Rabban Y ochanan ben Zakai to Beror Chall,
Rabbi Y ehoshua to Peki'in, Rabban Gamliel to Y avneh, Rabbi Akivato Bna Brak.
Sanhedrin 32b
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Rav Yehudasaid in Rav's hame: A Sanhedrin must not be established in a city which
does not contain two who can speak [all seventy languages] and one who understands
them. In the city of Betar there were three and in Y avne four: Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi

Y ehoshua, Rabbi Akiva, and Shimon the Temanite, who used to discuss before them
sitting on the ground. Sanhedrin 17b
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Rabbi Akiva said, "If aman studied Torah in his youth, he should also study itin hisold
age; if he had disciplesin his youth, he should also have disciplesin hisold age. For itis
said, 'In the morning sow thy seed etc.' (Koheles 11:6)."

It was said that Rabbi Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of disciplesfrom Givat to
Antipatris, and all of them died at the same time because they did not treat each other
with respect. The world remained desolate until Rabbi Akiva came to our Mastersin the
South and taught the Torah to them. These were Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi

Y osel, Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Eleazar ben Shammua, and it was they who revived the
Torah at that time. A Tannataught, "All of them died between Pesach and Shavuos." R.
Chamabar Abbaor, it might be said, Rabbi Chiyya bar Avin said, "All of them died a
cruel death." What wasit? Rav Nachman replied, "Croup.” Y evamos 62b
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There occured the following incident with Rabbi Akiva: He had three hundred disciples
while hewas [relatively] young. They all died. If it wasn't for the fact that he established
seven [other] disciplesin his old age, he wouldn't have had a disciple that would be
called on his name (that would be considered as someone to whom he had imparted his
teachings). Midrash Tanchuma Par shas Chaya Sarah 6
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Rabbi Akivasaid, "I had twelve thousand disciples from Givat to Antipatris. All of them
died between Pesach and Shavuos. Eventually, | established seven. These are their
names. Rabbi Y ehuda, Rabbi Nechemia, Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Y osel, Rabbi Shimon ben

Y ochai, Rabbi Elazar ben Rabbi Y osi HaGalili, and Rabbi Y ochanon HaSandlar." He
(Rabbi Akiva) said to them, "The earlier disciples died because their eyes|ooked askance
at the [successin] Torah of their colleagues. Y ou should not act so." Soon afterwards, all
of the land of Israel was full of Torah. Midrash Koheles Rabbah 11:6
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Rabbi Chanania ben Chachinai and Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochai went to learn Torah by
Rabbi Akivain Bna Brak. They stayed there for thirteen years. Midrash Vayikrah
Rabbah 21:8
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Rabbi Y ochanon said: [ The author of] an unnamed Mishnais Rabbi Meir. [The author of]
an unnamed Tosephtais Rabbi Nechemia. [The author of] an unnamed Sifra (the halachic
Midrash on Leviticus) is Rabbi Yehuda. [The author of] an unnamed Sifrai (the halachic
Midrash on Numbers and Deuteronomy) is Rabbi Shimon. All of them (the previous
named Rabbis) [taught their version of what they considered to be the true teachings| of
Rabbi Akiva. Sanhedrin 86a

l. According to the calculation of the author of the Mitzpah Eisan ( TNOXR 1IDXN)
Rabbi Akivais mentioned in the Talmud 564 times. We follow his ruling 375 times.
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There occured the following incident with Rabbi Akiva: He was sitting and teaching his
disciples and [suddenly] remembered what he had done in his youth. He remarked, "I
give thanks to you Hashem my G-d for having placed my portion among those who sit in
the Bais Midrash (Study Hall) and not among those who sit in the corners of the market
place [and waste away their lives]." Avos D'Rabbi Nasan 21:2



