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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What isthe definition of the terms:; "tzaddik" and
"chasd"?

2. How did R. Elimelech of Lizhensk view the
communal and spiritual role of the "tzaddik"?

3. WhowasR. Elimelech's brother? Who was his
mentor?

4. Name four of R. Elimelech's disciples.
5. What was R. Elimelech's approach to asceticism?

This and much more will be addressed in the eleventh
lecture of this series: "Rabbi Elimelech of Lizhensk and the
Spread of Polish Hasidism".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline,
we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series X. Lecture #11
RABBI ELIMELECH OF LIZHENSK AND THE SPREAD OF POLISH HASIDISM
l. R. Elimelech of Lizhensk and His Profound Influence
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"I praise the dead, who have already passed away, more than the living, who still are
aliive." (Ecc. 4:2) The explanation is [that the verse was written in order to better]
understand the heights reached by those tzaddikim whose awesome holiness continues on
for generations and who shone their holy light onto their disciples and their disciples after
them for all generations, just as our eyes have witnessed the great heights reached by the
holy Rav Elimelech, of blessed memory, whose holy light, after close to eighty years
after his passing, continues to shine for generations onto his disciples disciples, like a
river that doesn't stop flowing for those who come to be purified. May his merit protect
us. Sefer Tiferes Shlomo, R. Shlomo of Radomsk, Koheles 2:26
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After the passing of the holy author of the "Noam Elimelech”, his disciples wanted to
accept upon themselves his brother, R. Zusha, to be their Rebbi. He told them, "Itis
written, 'And ariver flowed from Eden to irrigate the garden. From there it separated into
four head waters.' (Gen. 2:10) It is known that the Torah is eternal. For that reason we
must find hints that are applicable to all generations. [In that sense,] Eden refersto the
Baal Shem Tov, z"l. Theriver which flowed from Eden refersto his disciple, the great
Magid of Mezritch. Heirrigated the garden, which refers to my brother, R. Elimelech, of
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blessed memory. It separated into four head waters refers to his four disciples: 1) The
holy Rabbi of Lublin, [R. Yaakov Yitzchak,] 2) the Magid of Koznitz, [R. Yisradl,] 3) R.
Mendele of Riminov, 4) the holy Rabbi of Apta, [R. Avraham Y ehoshua Heshel].  Sefer
Ohel Naftali, 373, quoted in " HaY achas MiChernable, Chapter 23:3

1. R. Elimelech, the Disciple of the Magid
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[R. Elimelech's] father's name was Eliezer Lippa. He was a man of wealth who lived near
the city of Tarnow in Galicia It isatradition anongst hisfamily that his son [R. Zushig]
bore witness that his father was a mara d'chushbina (a man who constantly took an
accounting of hissinsand hislife). Sefer Yachas MiChernoble, Chapter 23:2
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[R. Zushiaof Annipol] actualy attached himself to the Hasidic movement [only] after his
saintly father passed away. [At that time,] he moved in with hisuncle, R. Elimelech Piyilt
of Mezritch, who was the personal attendant of the great Magid, R. Ber, may his merit
protect us. It was then that his soul cleaved to the Magid and he became one of his
outstanding disciples. Through [R. Zushig] did his brother, Elimelech, become attached
to the Hasidic movement. Sefer Gedolei HaDor os

[11.  TheHoly Rabbi of Lizhensk
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| heard from the Admor, the Rav, the holy lamp, the G-dly person, R. Elimelech, of
blessed memory, who said that he repented for the sins of his youth and also for the sin of
having caused his mother pain while she bore him.  Sefer Maor VaShemesh, Par shas
Masei
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He repented and burned his hands as an atonement for having hit his mother while
nursing. Sefer Divrel Chaim, ParshasKi Sovo
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Thisholy man, [R. Elimelech,] tormented himself in so many ways. . . . Even after he had
reached the highest level, he still afflicted himself and hit himself, everyday, with
stinging and burning grasses that are called in Yiddish, "Brentslich”. Thisis besides the
other afflictions, fasts, and immersions, which the holy Rabbi did. Who can even begin to
relate all of the afflictions he took upon himself. Sefer B'er M oshe, Par shas M asei
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The sole desire of our master, the tzaddik, our guide, R. Elimelech, of blessed memory,
was to separate himself from this world of physicality and to stand within the Source of
sanctity, without the dense physical garment [of hisbody].  Sefer AvodasYisradl, R.
Yisrael, the M agid of Kozhnitz, Parshas Chayei Sarah
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Once, [R. Nachman] spoke about the subject of bitachon (trust in Hashem) and said that
there were great Tzaddikim who preceded us like the Baal Shem Tov, z'l, and the holy
Tzaddik, our master, HaRav Elimelech, z"l, and others like them, that would daily
distribute al of the money that they had in their possession [to charity] and wouldn't
leave over anything for the next day. [R. Nachman] said that one needed to be very
strong in one's bitachon (trust in Hashem) to continue to accomplish such afeat. Sefer
Chayei Moharan, Chelek Avodas Hashem, #56
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My sister's son, R. Tzvi Hirsch Bachrach, of the city of Tiktin, has undertaken the
difficult trip to come to me from a distant land [for help], as he has young children who
are dependent upon him as well as an older daughter and his house is barren and he has
no means of making aliving. He was employed as ateacher of students. . . He believed
those who told him that my houseis open [for all those in need] and that | distribute
charity fundsfor the purpose of facilitating the marriage of impoverished young women.
It was with thisin mind that he said to himself that he would aso travel to my house, and
that I, hisuncle would relieve him of his troubles, thinking that | had a chest full of
money [to distribute]. Alas, the truth is that they didn't tell him the real source of my
livelihood and my generosity: Until now | wasinvolved in healing the sick and other
forms of assistance to people, with G-d's help, and they would graciously give me money
[asasign of appreciation]. Thisiswhat | distributed to the poor, on afirst come first
serve basis. | never kept any money overnight. As of now, many weeks have passed since
| became disabled, due to a severe sickness, and it is not possible for me to receive people
as| did inthe past. | am personally now pressed as aresult and | [was forced] to turn
away [my nephew] empty handed. For all those whose pure heart moves them to
graciously give this[poor] man who has never embarked on such ajourney in hislife and
who isterribly embarrassed [to beg like this], such a gift will be considered to be a great
mitzvah on their behalf. Their charity will protect them and their descendants forever.
Letter written by R. Elimelech on behalf of hisnephew, Sefer HaRebbi MiLizhensk,
p. 149

E.
277X 7I17°2 ININ DRWWS '?”P'IBT '[573"?& 1791 RW TR R1°XI2 970X D "DynNWw 129

T2 INIR DRWWD 09XR IR N1 7177997 XWIT 01w 7791 IR RWOTR RIPXI2 001D
5195 15 02 PIIRW D°KRTI DWYMI NIRDDII D01 PYID RIT INRW 137 7 7Y NX 1w
29T 737K DPPIXA NIIANNT T DY RIW VINTR 17 DWW MXOpA 01377 593 .0
7T ,0°R791 DwYnY NIPIYen 537 00317 B3 oowyay 0vhybl 15 Y1 by onaa NIy

P93 79D WnwI IR ‘D 5377 Y 117 03 RTI MRI 197292 97 prIRn



Series X 5 Lecture #11

| heard this directly from the mouth of the Admor, the holy lamp, R. Elimelech, of
blessed memory, when his brother, the renowned tzaddik, the holy lamp R. Zushia, of
blessed memory, asked him privately, while | was standing by, "My brother. Y ou, who
make all kinds of miracles and awesome deeds, teach me, so that | too can do them." He
replied to him that when tzaddikim join together in love, affection, and friendship, they
are ableto effect all of the miracles, activities, and awesome deeds. The tzaddik, [R.
Zushia,] agreed with him and said that it is certainly the most essential quality. Sefer
Maor VaShemesh, Par shas Balak
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Through what power is the tzaddik able to annul the harsh judgments? By creating new
worlds asit is stated in the Midrash, "The Holy One, blessed be He, called Y aakov, E-I.
Hetold him, 'Y ou are the E-I (Divine power) below and | am the E-I above. . . . | create
worlds and you create worlds." . . . Thus, the tzaddik creates a new Heaven and a new
earth and thereby ameliorates the judgment, as the newly created world has no impending
judgment, asit was newly created by the tzaddik. Sefer Noam Elimelech - Likutel
Shoshanim

V. The Humble Tzaddik
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We heard about the time when our master, [R. Shneur Zalman], was once visiting one of
the Rabbonim who were opposed to Hasidus. He asked our master concerning a certain
sefer that he possessed by the name of "Noam Elimelech”, as he heard that the author was
one of the disciples of the Magid. The sefer was lying under a bench and he asked our
master to describe the personality of the author. He replied, "L et me describe to you the
personality of the author. If you would have actually put him under the bench, [instead of
the sefer], he would have remained silent and wouldn't have said anything to you." Sefer
Bais Rebbi, Section 1, page 63
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"Open for me the gates of righteousness etc." (Psalms 118:19) Behold, the essential trait
of tzaddikim is as follows. The more he serves the Creator, may He be blessed, he
understands all the more that he is unable to reach the highest level of Divine service, as
thereis no end. Thisisthe essential understanding of the tzaddik. He understands that he
will never reach the complete level of perfection. And that is the service itself. Thisis
what is meant by the above verse: The tzaddik says, "Open up the gates of Divine service
in order that | come and serve the Creator,” because he feels that he has not accomplished
anything as of yet. And they reply to him, "Thisis the gate of Hashem", i.e. thisisthe
essence of the Divine serviceto redlize that he can't complete the Divine service, for itis
something without an end or limit. Understand this. Sefer Noam Elimelech, Likutel
Shoshanim
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Thisisthe statement of our Sages, of blessed memory: "Draw near to the altar" (Lev. 9:7)
which Rashi, z'l, quotes. Aharon was embarrassed. Moshe asked him, "Why are you
embarrassed? Y ou were chosen by Hashem for this." The holy Rav, the Admor, the
leader of the Diaspora, R. Elimelech, of blessed memory, explained this to mean that
Aharon was chosen because he felt embarrassment, for it is necessary to submit oneself
before Hashem. Only then can he effect an atonement for the Jewish people. Sefer M aor
VaShemesh, Parshas Shmini

V. The Bestower of Blessings
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"I have announced righteousness in the great congregation; behold, | have not refrained
my lips, O L-rd, you know it." (Psalms 40:10) The tzaddik habituates his tongue and
speech to always speak of good things. When he tells anyone who experiences such
needs as food, children, or health, he announces to them that it will turn out just asthey
desire. Afterwards, in private, he prays to the Creator, blessed be He, that it should be
fulfilled. Thisiswhat King David, of blessed memory said, "I have announced
righteousness in the great congregation”. It istrue that | have announced good tidings to
your people Israel. Despite that, | pray to you for them aswell. "Behold, | have not
refrained my lips,” for | pray before you that you should fulfill my words. "O L-rd, you
know" the truth that my original intention was to pray before you. Sefer Noam
Elimelech, Likutei Shoshanim
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For the sake of Y our great name do this and fulfill al of the blessings which were
constantly articulated by my glorious father, guide and mentor, [R. Elimelech,]. It was
his custom to bless Israel and to continually give hislife for them to annul evil decrees
through his trustworthy prayers which were uttered with hisentiresoul.  The son of R.
Elimelech, R. Elazar, in hisforward to " Noam Elimelech”
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Possibly, thisverse, ["Y our nameis Y aakov; your name should no longer be called

Y aakov but rather Yisrael should be your name"], (Gen 35:10) hints to the tzaddik who
serves Hashem who needs to be on the level of ekev (heel) and humility and to realize
that he is nothing and nonexistent. There are times, however, that the tzaddik needs to
strengthen himself and to hold firm and to arouse the compassion of the kings and the
noblemen to annul the evil decrees from our brethren, the children of Israel and to silence
the accusers, as R. Shimon bar Y ochai writesin the Zohar . . . as we have heard this
approach from our master, the Hasid, the tzaddik, our guide, R. Elimelech, zt"l. Not that
they truly become prideful but rather they lift themselves up in order to soften the
judgments and to stand as a shield before them. Thisis what the Scripture is saying. Even
though "your name is Y aakov," [which isrelated to ekev (heel) and humility,]
nonetheless "your name should no longer be called Y aakov", meaning that not always
should your name be so, for there are times that "your name should be Yisrael" and you
should lift yourselves up in the manner of the verse, "for you have struggled with angels
and people and you have been successful." Sefer Avodas Yisrael, Parshas Vayishlach
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VI.  TheLoving Rebuker
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R. Elimelech was once asked by hisdisciple, R. Moshe Leib of Sassov, "I know and
recognize your special quality of love for your fellow Jew, which isunequalled. That is
why | am wondering, why do you rebuke them and don't make the effort of judging them
favorably?' Inreply, R. Elimelech told him a parable about the tailor of the king whose
task was to make the king'sroyal garmentsin away that they would fit him perfectly. At
the time of fitting, [the tailor, out of necessity,] orders the king to lift up hisarm, to bend,
to stand erect, and to turn around, as necessary, in order to insure that the clothesfit
perfectly, in accordance with the king's orders. Now, a commoner who would have the
nerveto treat the king in such a manner, would be beheaded. The tailor, however,
receives payment for this. In asimilar vein, R. Elimelech explained, the Jewish people
are royalty (lit. the children of kings). It isthe task of the tzaddik, however, to worry over
them and to make a garment that will fit them in the Coming World and to guide them on
the straight path. It isfor that reason that one is alowed to rebuke them and to guide them
asto how to act in away that will bring them dignity and benefit. Thisis not, G-d forbid,
any dlight in their honor. " Divrel Torah", R. Chaim Elazar Shapiro (Minchas Elazar)
of Munkatch
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Thisiswhat | heard directly from the Admor, R. Elimelech, ztvk"l, who quoted R. Ber of
Rovna (Mezritch) who quoted the Baal Shem Tov: One who speaksin public can be
compared to a shovel which picks up and throws out the garbage from the house, in order
to clean it out, but becomes dirty in the process. Similarly, a sheliach tzibbur (a
communal leader) at the time of the sermon or discourse, when heis standing by the
lecturn and is purifying those who are aroused to repent, he lowers himself because of
this, as the thoughts of the congregation affect him. Sefer Maor VaShemesh, Shemini
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VIl. InDefense of Tzaddikim
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Behold, our eyes see the large group of people who agitate against the tzaddikim and
speak out against them with arrogance and humiliation. How is one to know if their
intention is merely to be argumentative and to humiliate the true tzaddikim or if their
intention is actually for the sake of Heaven, as they themselves tell countless people.
Even students of Torah areinvolved in this controversy and they say that their intention
isfor the sake of Heaven. Sefer Noam Elimelech, Likutei Shoshanah
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Scripture [in the verse, (Num. 15:30) "He has reviled Hashem and that soul shall be cut
off from among his people"] speaks of two kinds of sinners. One isreferring to the person
who literally reviles Hashem through idolatry. The other is referring to someone who
speaksill of the tzaddikim and spews curses and execrations from his mouth. Thisis
considered in the eyes of Hashem as if the person had directly spoken out against
Hashem himself. That is why Scripture repeats the phrase (Ibid. 31), "He shall be utterly
cut off" (hikaress tikaress) in order to hint at two aspects of karess (cutting off). One
refersto idolatry, as the Talmud concludes, and the other is referring to one who
humiliates the tzaddikim as aresult of his arrogance. For such a person, the punishment
of karess (cutting off) means that he will be forced to wander from place to place. Only
then will his uncircumcised heart become subdued and he will come to recognize the
special qualities of the tzaddikim who serve Hashem in all sincerity. Let us now go back
to our original theme. The essential way to study Torah and fulfill the mitzvosisto do it
in order achieve the level of sincerely serving Hashem through awe and complete love
without any impurities. Sefer Noam Elimelech, Par shas Shelach
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"The Ark carries those who carry it." (See Sotah 35a) One could explain this verse in the
following manner: It is common for people, when they see someone who is becoming
initiated in the service of the Creator, to speak out against him and to directly contend
with him. The neophyte experiences tremendous suffering as aresult. Despite this
opposition, he refuses to pay them any attention and begins to serve Hashem with even
greater enthusiasm. [This greater enthusiasm, in response to the terrible suffering] he
experiences, causes him to rise time and again to even greater heights. In retrospect, it
was they, the opposition, who are lifting him up and making him rise to great heightsin
his service of the Creator. Afterwards, when he becomes a compl ete tzaddik, he will be
ableto lift up those who opposed him and convert them into penitents (baalei teshuvah)
and bestow upon them, [through Divine intercession,] al of their needs. The explanation
of the verseisthen obvious. The tzadik isreferred to as an Ark, as we have explained in
several places[in thiswork,] and it is he who carries those who carry him, i.e. they lifted
him up, [through their opposition,] and he liftsthem up. Sefer Noam Elimelech, Likute
Shoshanah
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My beloved brethren, if | would want to write about all the visible aspects of these
tzaddikim, it would be an impossible undertaking. [R. Elimelech, my father,] said that
the visible activies of the tzaddikim in their Divine service, is but a drop in the ocean
compared to their inner service. In short, the tzaddikim watch themselves from going
outside so as not to stand in an unclean place, due to the immense holy thoughtsin which
they are constantly immersed. The writings of the Arizal are for them akey with which to
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open the wellsprings of understanding of the loftiness of Hashem and other Divine
meditations (yichudim). When they learn the holy gemara, afire consumes them on
account of their tremendous love and holiness. The wellsprings of wisdom, both in nigleh
(exoteric knowledge) and nistar (esoteric knowledge) open up. . . . My father said that the
meditations which they do before they eat and the repentance they go through before they
eat is something that we wish we could do before we pray. 1geres HaK odesh, R. Elazar
b. R. Elimelech of Lizhensk

VIll. R. Elimeéech and the Hasidic Brotherhood
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Their brotherhood is very pleasing to Heaven and to humanity, for they have greater love
for each other than that of afather for a son or a husband for hiswife. They are
completely as one and they almost totally share their financial resources. Thereisno
distinction between the way they act towards their own children or the children of their
colleagues, for it isamost impossible to tell who isthe true father of these children, due
to the tremendous love and sense of oneness that they feel for one another. lgeres
HaKodesh, R. Zechariah Mendel, a disciple of R. Elimelech
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The statement quoted in the Sefer Maor VaShemesh in the name of the holy Rav, R.
Elimelech, author of the Noam Elimelech regarding a particular person in his generation
who thought that it would be best for him to sit quietly in his home and to concentrate on
his studies, iswell known. He told him that the following verse in Jeremiah (23:24)
appliesto him: "If a man hides himself in secret places [and] | won't see him, so says
Hashem." It meansthat if a person thinks that he can hide himself away in his home and
not join others who fear G-d and come to the tzaddik, then | (Hashem) will not see him,
so says Hashem. Sefer Tiferes Shlomo, Par shas Bichukosel
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It seems that Hashem gives a gift to the tzaddik that he give the life force to all of the
worlds with the power of the G-dly soul that he possesses. ...  Sefer Noam Elimelech
Parshas Miketz
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"Through you shall Israel bestow their blessings: May Hashem make you like Ephraim
and Menashe." (Gen. 48:20) The reason that these tzaddikim in particular were chosen is
because the world always needs two types of tzaddikim: One who constantly thinks about
the upper worlds and the Divine connections (meditations) to alway increase the Divine
light to reach higher and higher levels and the other tzaddik who constantly thinks about
the needs of thisworld with regards to one's livelihood, blessings, life, and the other
needs. Through these two types of tzaddikim the world is maintained. Thisiswhat

Y aakov wanted to accomplish through them. Menashe, who was the first born, had the
special quality of rising from one spiritual level to the next. He didn't pay any attention to
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thisworld at all. Ephraim, who was inferior to Menashein regards to Divine service,
didn't constantly rise to new heights but rather he would constantly think about bestowing
Hashem's bounty on Isradl. In the eyes of our Patriarch Isragl, this was important, for his
primary goal was to bestow good upon Israel. Y osef had in mind just the opposite. He felt
that Menashe was superior because of his tremendous meditative concentration and his
gpiritual heights. That iswhy he placed Ephraim on hisright, for he also had in mind to
bestow good upon Israel through these two tzaddikim. [Y osef] only felt that it was
sufficient that Ephraim be placed on his own right side and, through that, he would be
ableto effect blessings upon Israel. But the superior of the two, in his eyes was Menashe,
because he served Hashem by reaching great spiritual levels. For that reason, he was
placed on the right of hisfather. Y aakov was of another mind. On the contrary, because
Ephraim was the inferior, he consciously moved his hands to bless him using the right
hand, for this was the essential activity of Y aakov, to bestow goodness on the future
generations so that they would be ready to receive the bounty of Divine compassion. This
was the spiritual level of Ephraim. Sefer Noam Elimelech, Par shas Vayechi

IX. The Tzaddik in Talmudic Literature
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If you see a generation over whom the heavens are rust colored like copper so that neither
dew nor rain fals, it is because that generation is wanting in men who pray softly [i.e.
Shmoneh Esreh]. What then is their remedy? Let them go to one skilled in the art of
praying softly. . . . But if he has prayed softly and was not answered, what is his remedy?
Let him go to the most pious man of that generation that he may intercede abundantly for
him ... Taanis8a
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Chanan ha-Nechba was the son of the daughter of Choni the Circle-Drawer. When the
world was in need of rain, the Rabbis would send to him school children and they would
take hold of the hem of his garment and say to him, "Father, Father, giveusran."
Thereupon he would plead with the Holy One, Blessed be He, [thus], "Master of the
Universe, do it for the sake of these who are unable to distinguish between the Father
who gives rain and the father who does not." Taanis 23b
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R. Pinchas b. Chama gave the following exposition: Whosoever hasasick personin his
house should go to a Sage who will invoke [heavenly] mercy for him; asit issaid
(Proverbs 16:14): The wrath of aking is as messengers of death, but a wise man will
pacify it. Bava Basra 116a
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Our Rabbis taught: Once the son of R. Gamliel fell ill. He sent two scholarsto R.
Chaninab. Dosato ask him to pray for him. When he saw them, he went up to an upper
chamber and prayed for him. When he came down he said to them: Go, the fever has|eft
him; They said to him: Are you a prophet? He replied: | am neither a prophet nor the son
of aprophet, but | learned this from experience. If my prayer is fluent in my mouth, |
know that it is accepted: but if not, | know that heisrejected. They sat down and made a
note of the exact moment. When they cameto R. Gamliel, he said to them: By the
Temple service! Y ou have not been a moment too soon or too late, but so it happened: at
that very moment the fever left him and he asked for water to drink. On another occasion
it happened that R. Chanina b. Dosa went to study Torah with R. Y ochanan ben Zakkai.
The son of R. Y ochanan ben Zakkai fell ill. He said to him: Chanina my son, pray for
him that he may live. He put his head between his knees and prayed for him and he lived.
Said R. Y ochanan ben Zakkai: If Ben Zakkai had stuck his head between his knees for
the whole day, no notice would have been taken of him. Said hiswife to him: Is Chanina
greater than you are? He replied to her: No; but heislike a servant before the king, and |
am like a nobleman before aking. Berachos 34b
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R. Elazar in the name of R. Chanina said: Let not the blessing of an ordinary man be
lightly esteemed in thine eyes, for two men great in their generation received from
ordinary men blessings which were fulfilled in them. They were, David and Daniel.
David was blessed by Aravnah, asit iswritten (11 Sam. XX1V, 23), "And Aravnah said
unto the king, 'The L-rd thy G-d accept thee." Daniel was blessed by Darius, asit is
written (Dan. 6:17) "Thy G-d whom thou servest continually, He will deliver thee."
Megilah 15a
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Said [R. Shimon bar Y ochai] to hisson, ”These (R. Yonasan b. Asmai and R. Y ehudah
ben Gairim) are men of importance, go along with them, that they may bless you R
Mo'ed Katan 9a
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When they were about to part, [R. Nahman] said [to R. Yitzchak]: Pray Master, bless me.
Taanis5b
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"But those of you that did cleave unto the L-rd your G-d are dive every one of you this
day" (Deut. 4:4) Now isit possibleto ”cleave’ to the Divine Presence concerning which
it iswritten in Scripture, "For the Lord thy God isadevouring fire?' (Ibid. 24) But [the
meaning is this;] Any man who marries his daughter to a scholar, or carries on atrade on
behalf of scholars, or benefits scholars from his estate is regarded by Scripture asif he
had cleaved to the Divine Presence. Similarly you read in Scripture, "To love the L-rd thy
G-d, [to hearken to His voice,] and to cleave unto Him." (l1bid. 30:20) Isit possible for a
human being to dcleavey unto the Divine Presence? But [what was meant isthis:] Any
man who marries his daughter to a scholar, or carries on atrade for scholars, or benefits
scholars from his estate is regarded by Scripture asif he had cleaved to the Divine
Presence. Kesubos 111b
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Y ehoshua b. Perachiah used to say: Accept upon yourself a Rav (teacher or mentor).
Avos 1:6
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R. Meir said: Whoever engages in the study of Torah for its own sake merits many
things, furthermore . . . people benefit from his counsel and wisdom, understanding and
strength, asis stated in Scripture (Proverbs 8:14), "Mine (the Torah) are counsel and
wisdom, | am understanding, mineis strength." ... Avos6:1
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... The Torah is acquired by means of forty eight qualities, which are: . . . faith in the
Sages. . .. AvV0os 6:6

X. Tzetel Katan and R. Elimelech's Legacy
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