7703

THE LIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons
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THE SECRET MIRACLE OF PURIM

l. The Hidden Miracle
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Where is Esther indicated in the Torah? — [In the verse,] And | will surely hide [asthir]
my face. Chullin 139b
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Which belonged to the King Achashverosh (Esther 1:9) Rabbi Y udin and Rabbi Levi said
in the the name of Rabbi Y ochanan: Every place in the Megillah where the phrase "King
Achashvairosh” is used, Scripture is only referring to King Achashverosh. However,
when the word "king" alone is used, it is meant to refer to the mundane (i.e.
Achashvairosh) aswell as the sacred (i.e. Hashem). Midrash Esther Rabbah 3:10
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Rabbi Y udin and Rabbi Levi said in the name of Rabbi Y ochanon: Every placein
Megilas Esther where the phrase "King Achashverosh” is used, Scriptureisonly referring
to Achashvairosh. However, whenever the word "king" alone isused, it is meant to [alsO]
refer to the King of all kings. [For instance, the verse] "On the seventh day, when the
heart of the king was merry with wine" (Esther 1:10) [also means:] When the heart of the
Holy One, blessed be He, was merry with the wine of Torah. Midrash Abba Gurion
1:10
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Il. The Bais HaMikdash

A. Achashverosh
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And in the reign of Achashverosh, in the beginning of his reign, wrote they unto him an
accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. And in the days of
Artaxerxeswrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of their companions, unto
Artaxerexes king of Persia; and the writing of the letter was written in the Syrian tongue,
and interpreted in the Syrian tongue. Then ceased the work of the house of G-d which is
at Jerusalem. Rehum the chancellor and ~ Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against
Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king in this sort: . . . Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes
letter was read before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and their companions, they went
up in haste to Jerusalem unto the Jews and made them to cease by force and power. So it
ceased unto the second year of thereign of Dariusking of Persia. Ezra4:6-8, 23-24

B. Haman
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They came to build the Bais Hamikdash and Haman and his son Shimshai the scribe
stood up against them ... so that the building of the Bais Hamikdash should cease in his
time. Yalkut Shimoni 1045
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Why did Hashem do it (kill Vashti)? Because she did not let Achashverosh rebuild the
Bais Hamikdash. She said to him: That which my forefathers destroyed you wish to
rebuild? Yalkut Shimoni Esther 1049
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Because Achashverosh listened to the advice of Vashti and stopped the building of the
Bais Hamikdash his life was shortened. Targum Esther 1:1
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Mordecha went down (to Shushan) so that the Bais Hamikdash should be built in his
time. Yalkut Shimoni 1045

[1. Elam
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Ten kabs of conceit descended to the world: nine were taken by Elam and one by the rest
of theworld. . . . But that is not so, for aMaster said: A sign of conceit is poverty, and
poverty isfound in Babylon! — By poverty, poverty of learning is meant, asit is written,
"We have alittle sister, and she hath no breasts,” whereon R. Y ochanan said: Thisrefers
to Elam, which was privileged to study but not to teach. Kiddushin 49b

V. Persia
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(Daniel 7) And behold another beast, a second, like to abear. R. Y oseph recited: This
refers to the Persians, who eat and drink like a bear, are fleshy like a bear, overgrown
with hair like a bear, and have no rest like abear. When R. Ammi saw a Persian riding he
would say: ‘ There isawandering bear!” Kiddushin 72a
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It has been taught: R. Gamaliel says: For three thingsdo | like the Persians: They are
temperate in their eating, modest in the privy, and chaste in marital relations. | have
commanded My consecrated ones (Isaiah 13). R. Yoseph learnt: Thisrefersto the
Persians who are consecrated and destined for Gehinnom. Berachos 8b
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V. The Three Cardina Sins
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Why was the first Sanctuary destroyed? Because of three [evil] things which prevailed
there: idolatry, immorality, bloodshed. Yoma 9b
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Rabbi Elazar HaK appar says. Jealousy, lust and glory remove a man from the world.
Avos4.21

VI. The Sins of the Jews
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R. Simon b. Y ohai was asked by his disciples, Why were the enemies of Isragl in that
generation deserving of extermination? He said to them: Do you answer. They said:
Because they partook of the feast of that wicked one. [He said to them]: If so, thosein
Susa should have been killed, not those in other parts? They then said, Give your answer.
He said to them: It was because they bowed down to the image. They said to him, Did
God then show them favoritism? He replied: They only pretended to worship, and He
also only pretended to exterminate them; and so it is written (Eichah 3), For he afflicted
not from hisheart. Megilla 12a
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Haman said to Achashverosh: The G-d of these people detests li centiousness. Make ready
prostitutes for their use, prepare for them a banquet and make a decree that they should
all cometo eat and drink and do whatever [licentious act that] they desire; asit is stated
in Scripture (Esther 1:8): To enable the fulfillment of the desire of every man. When
Mordecha saw that [this was the plan], he got up and made an announcement: Don't go
to eat at the banquet of Achashverosh! Hiswhole reason for inviting you is[to create the
means] to prosecute you so that the Attribute of Justice should be able to articulate a
credible case against you before the Holy One, of blessed memory. They did not listen to
Mordechal and they all went to the banquet hall. Rabbi Yishmael said: Eighteen
thousand and five hundred [Jews] went to the banquet hall. Midrash Esther Rabbah
7:13
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At that moment, Eliyahu, of blessed memory, ran in haste to the Patriarchs of the world
and to Moshe ben Amram and said to them: How much longer will the Patriarchs of the
world continue to slumber and not be concerned with the trouble that their children find
themselves in. For the ministering angels, the sun, the moon, the stars, the constellations,
the heaven and earth, and all the heavenly hosts are desperately crying while you are just
standing from a distance without concern. They asked him: What is the reason [for their
troubles|? Hereplied: [They are suffering] because they derived pleasure from the
banquet of Achashverosh and because of that a decree was made to obliterate them from
the world and to destroy their memory. Midrash Esther Rabbah 7:13
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[To bow down to one] ‘like Haman' [is forbidden], since he set himself up as adivinity.
Sanhedin 61b
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R. Y ochanan said in the name of R. Shimon b. Y ochai: Every man in whom is
haughtiness of spirit isasthough he worshipsidols; it iswritten here, Every onethat is
proud in heart is an abomination to the L-rd, and it is written elsewhere, Thou shalt not
bring an abomination into thine house. R. Y ochanan himself said: He is as though he had
denied the fundamental principle; asit is said: Thine heart be lifted up and thou forget the
L-rd thy G-d, etc. R. Hamab. Haninasaid: Heisasthough he had broken all the laws
of sexual morality; it iswritten here, Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination
to the L-rd, and it is written elsewhere, For all these abominations, etc. ‘Ullasaid: Heis
as though he had erected an idolatrous altar; asit is said: Cease ye from man whose
breath isin his nostrils; for wherein [bammeh] is he to be accounted of ? — read not
bammeh but bamah [an idolatrous atar]. Sotah 4b
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And [he shall find] honor: and it iswritten elsewhere: The wise shall inherit honor. Bava
Basra 10a

VIl. A New Commitment
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And they stood under the mount: R. Abdimi b. Hamab. Hasa said: This teaches that the
Holy One, blessed be He, overturned the mountain upon them like an [inverted] cask, and
said to them, ‘ If ye accept the Torah, ‘tiswell; if not, there shall be your burial.” R. Aha
b. Yaakov observed: This furnishes a strong protest against the Torah. Said Rava, Y et
even so, they re-accepted it in the days of Ahasuerus, for it iswritten, [the Jews]
confirmed, and took upon them [etc.]: [i.e.,] they confirmed what they had accepted long
before. Shabbos 88a



