4.

5.

CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
Who was Ferran Martinez?

How many Spanish Jews were forcibly converted
to Catholicism in the year 13917

Describe the life of Pablo de Santa Maria de
Burgos.

Describe the work of Vincent Ferrer.

Who was M aestro Geronimo De Santa Fe?

This and much more will be addressed in the eleventh
|ecture of this series: "The Marranos".
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To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE MARRANOS
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

l. Assimilation and Persecution
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R. Y ochanan further stated: | remember [the time] when it has been said in the house of
study, ‘He that agreeswith them fallsinto their hands; [as to him] who trustsin them,
[whatever ig] his[becomes] theirs’. Bava Basra 91b
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R. Hiyyab. Abbainterpreted it in R. Y ochanan's name: Rebuke the wild beast al of
whose actions may be recorded with the same pen. * The multitude of the bulls [abbirim],
with the calves of the people': that means that they slaughtered the valiant [abbirim] like
calves which have no owners. * Everyone opening his hand with the desire for money’:
they stretch out their hand to accept the money, but do not carry out its owners wishes.
‘He hath scattered the people that delight in approaches : what caused Israel to be
scattered among the nations? The approaches [to the nations] which they desired.
Pesachim 118b
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The Rabbis commenced this subject by citing the following verse: (Hosheah 5:7) They
have dealt treacherously against the L-rd; for they have fathered alien children; now a
month w7 shall devour them with their portions. This teaches you that when Y osef

died, they annulled the covenant of circumcision. They said:  Let us becomelike the
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Egyptians. This comes to teach you that Moshe circumcised them when they left Egypt.
Since they did so, the Holy One, blessed be He, turned around the love that the Egyptians
had for them into hatred, asit is stated in Scripture: (Psalms 105:25) He turned around
their heart to hate His people, to entrap His servants. Thisis afulfillment of the verse:
(Hosheah 5:7) Now a w1 (literaly amonth but an alluson to thenew king w4 of

Egypt) shall devour them with their portions. Midrash Shemos Rabbah 1:8
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"And the land was filled with them.” (Shemos 1:7) Rabbi Y ochanon said: They filled [the
land of] Egypt. Another explanation: Thetheatersand circuses became filled with
them. Immediately, they decreed that they should separate themselves from them.
Midrash Yalkut Shimoni Parshas Shemos 162
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R. Tabi said in the name of R. Y oshiah: Who so isfaint in the study of the Torah will
have no strength to stand in the day of trouble, asit says, "If thou art faint [in the study of
the Torah] in the day of adversity thy strength will be small.” R. Ammi b. Mattenah said
in the name of Shmuel: Even if only in the performance of asingle precept, asit says, "If
thou faint", in any case. Berachos 63a
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Thisisthe situation regarding the sins of the individuals of any community who breach
one of the prohibitions of the Torah such as non-Jewish wine or cheese, or  shatnez and
the like, and the judges make themselves oblivious to [their actions] and the leaders allow
these individuals to do these things asiif it were legally permitted. By doing so they have
transformed a private sin of an individual into acommunal sin. How many times have |
showed my indignation about the prostitutes [in our communities] because the legal
authorities of the generation do not view [their actions] as being absolutely forbidden.
Not only that, but in some communities they are officially tolerated and in others they
provide them with support from the community. They [rationalize this by] saying that by
doing so, they are saving unmarried men and fools from the severe prohibition of
adultery or from the danger of having relations with non-Jewish women and it is better to
violate this negative prohibition rather than coming to [violate a more severe prohibition]
whose punishment is stoning or being in danger of [being sentenced to] burning [at the
stake]. | debated with them many times in the presence of their notable scholarsand |
explained to them that a grievous sin which an individual violates in secret, without the
knowledge of the public or permission of the BaisDinisanindividual sin. ... However,
asmall sin which the public acquieces to and the Bais Din does not protest is [an act of]
licentiousness and is aterrible offence and a sin for the entire community. [Such a sin]
will only be forgiven with the punishment [of the entire] community; such as was the
case of the members of [the tribe of] Benjamin because of their involvement in the sin [of
only some members of the tribe]. Thiswasthe sin of Sodom. Rav Yitzchak Aramain
Akeidas Yitzchak ParshasVayY erah
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However, that which you mentioned about the authority in Y emen who decreed
destruction upon Israel and forced all who lived under his domain to forsake Judaism,
just as the Germans have done in Western Europe, this news has removed the luster from
our faces and caused fear and trembling amongst all of our communities. . . . Thisthing
is not a cause of doubt for someone of firm belief nor will it cause someone whose faith
isin Moshe to cast aside [the Torah]. There is no doubt that these are the labor pains of
Moshiach . . . However, that which you said that some of our people are in confusion and
doubtsfill their hearts and cloud their thinking and yet there are still some who have not
wavered from their faith and have not become faint of heart and mind and have not
caused othersto become frightened, this is something which Scripture has already
predicted through the writings of Daniel, of blessed memory . . . [Eventually things will
get so bad that even those that up till now had no doubts] will now begin to doubt and
will err and wander in confusion. It will reach such proportions that only avery few [will
still maintain their convictions]. Rambam's L etter to Y emen
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Il. Forced Conversions
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In the year 1391 (1390) in the reign of Don Enrico, (Henry 111), while hewas only a
child, many peoples arose to force Israel to abandon their religion. They pressured them
and smote them terribly. Such athing was unprecedented from the time Israel went down
to the gates of the nations. Due to the great torment and suffering they experienced, much
of Spanish Jewry left the religion of Moshe Rabbainu, especialy the great community of
Seville, in which the majority gave up their glorious [religion], the community of
Cordoba, the community of Ecija, all of Andalusiaand other great cities. Similarly,
Magrit, Leiskat, Ocana, the city of Huete, Castille, Magrim, Munios, and Toreigos. At
Ascalona not a single Jew remained aive. . . . The decrees encompassed amost al of
Spain, for the masses of the gentiles suddenly arose to kill and plunder the Jews if they
refused to abandon their religion. Many of the survivors resisted and fought for their
lives. They died sanctifying the Holy Name. Similarly did this occur in the kingdom of
Aragon, in Vaencia, Mgorca, Barcelonaand Lerida. In these places, some of them
converted from the overwhelming torment and fear, for they were extremely distraught.
All of those that were forcibly converted directed their attention towards finding away to
save their souls and decreed upon themselves exile, to wander until they would find a
secure place to practice their Torah. Hashem helped them [in their endeavor]. Rav
Shlomoibn Vergain hiswork Shevet Yehudah
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From these [aforementioned] stories it would seem that a prestigious person who is
needed by the community is allowed to take money from them. . . . We find many sages
who were choppers of wood and diggers of the ground. This was due to the way of piety
[that they followed] or it occurred before they were fit to become heads of Y eshivos or
Roshel Seder, or it was due to the fact that they didn't want to take upon themselves
communal responsibility. Thereis, however, no prohibition in the matter asit would
appear from these [aforementioned] stories. Upon this do we rely to actualy receive
remuneration from the community and to be appointed [full time] Rabbis and Dayanim
for them. We applied this leniency only after we had seriously discussed the matter as
we have written in along article which we showed to the elder notables [gedolim] of the
generation and they endorsed it and gave their blessing. Similarly, we have seen this
leniency practiced by the great men of the previous generation, the pious ones, men of
[unreproachable] deeds, Torah eminences, and Rabbis whose [tiny] finger was more
substantial than our abdomens. It is common knowledge that the motivation of our
intimate service [and study] in the presence of the sages [or Torah] was not in order to sit
inasuperior position, for we had property and we studied the science of medicine,
which provided a respectablelivelihood in the land of the Christians. However,
through the sins of the generation, for ced conver sion was decr eed upon those lands
and we, who survived, remained just with our lives. We abandoned all of our
property there. That which we managed to save, we wer e for ced to give away to
Gentiles[asa bribe] in order to maintain our principlesand to avoid being for cibly
converted. This[reasoning] is sufficient to allow usto [receive remuneration] in order
that the Torah should be our profession and it should not cease day or night. If the
practice of medicine would adequately provide for usin this land which we have settled,
we would not have come to this. However, it provides avery inferior [livelihood]. It is
not possible to return to the land of the Christians (Spain) because of the
disturbancesin those places. Every day, new decreesand 43»w, forced conversions,
arepromulgated. Asit isstated in the Midrash: Onewho isbitten by a snakeis
frightened by the sight of rope. Rav Shimon ben Tzemach Duran in his
commentary Mogen Avosto Pirkei Avos4:5
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In addition, you asked about someone who left hiswife in Mg orca and fled because of
the fear of the decree of forced conversion and abandoned all of his property there. The
gentiles arose and plundered all that he had in his house and forced his wife to leave the
religion of Moshe. Nothing remained in the house from all the objectsthat were there
except for the merchandise that was in the inns. Hiswife, seeing al of this, hired out a
boat for one hundred and fifty doubloons to |eave the [land of] the decreed forced
conversion. This was done, despite the fact that the gentiles told her that if she stays
there, they would pay her for what was | eft in the inns, the equivalent of her entire
Kesubah. Now, because of the strife that exists between her and her husband, the husband
wants to divorce her. He claims that he is free from paying her her  Kesubah because she
left in haste and because of her haste, he lost that which remained in the inns. He also
claims that the one hundred and fifty doubloons which he gave for the rental of the ship
for her sake should be deducted from her Kesubah. Responsa of Rav Shimon Duran -
Tashbatz 2:176
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Regarding my opinion as to the status of wine sent from Mgorca, | feel myself
inadequate to be asked such questions, most certainly in the presence of my masters, of
whom | consider myself dirt under the soles of their feet. However, for the sake of the
work of Heaven, | will tell you what | feel to be [the correct ruling] and | will discuss this
with my masters as| sit on the ground [by their feet, as my opinion isthat it is|] kosher. |
say that it is possible to argue that the contact of wine [of non converts] by the forced
converts anusim renders the wine forbidden in pleasure and it goes without saying that
this ruling be applied to their own wine. Thereis support for this argument in the words
of Rambam z"'l in the fifth chapter of Hilchos Yesodel HaTorah [Halacha4]. "However,
if a person can escape and flee from the domain of the evil king and does not do so,
behold heislike adog who returns to [eat] its own vomit. Heis considered a
premeditated isolator. He will be driven away from the World to Come and will descend
to the lowest level of Gehinom." Behold it is obvious that the anusim were able to escape
and to flee as many of them had done. It is, [however,] difficult to maintain that position
for many reasons. Therefore, | am arguing for their merit [in this situation]. | would
argue that in all probability we cannot rely on our assessment and say that they were able
to flee for their lives and therefore they have the status of absolute idolaters. We can
attribute their stay there to one of the exigencies that we know [are likely to have
occurred]. 1) Theinability to get hold of the funds to pay the sea captain, for [the cost of
the trip] is exorbitant. 2) The fear for their lives. Due to their sins, the plan [of escape to
live as a Jew] may become known and they will be subject to corporal [or capital]
punishment for this crime. 3) They may have tried with al their strength to flee, but
confusion set in and the opportunity passed. 4) Perhaps some other exigency occurred.
The words of the Rambam apply to a situation where none of the above situations were
present and it was clearly known that he could have fled but didn't. Responsa of Rav
Shimon ben Tzemach Duran - Tashbatz 1:63
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Therefore, those forced converts ( anusim), upon whom the sword of forced conversion
(shmad) passed and remained there for an extended period of time between the idolators
who decreed the forced conversion and did not save themselves by going to another land
to serve Hashem without fear, should be investigated as to their true nature. Some of
them had the ability to leave that land and to save themselves from shmad, but after they
converted, if it was originally forced, threw off the yoke of Heaven and tore the bonds of
Torah off of themselves. They now willfully follow the statutes of the idolators and
violate al of the commandments of the Torah. Furthermore, they pursue the unfortunate
Jews in their midst to bring charges against them in order to destroy their nationhood and
to obliterate the name of Isragl. Also, the anusimwhose heart is sincere and who try to
flee from the shmad, are the victims of the charges that these evil informers bring against
them to the governmental authorities, as we have heard about some of them in Valencia
and Barcelona. Behold them and their ilk have no portion in the G-d of Israel and it goes
without saying that they are invalid as witnesses. They are worse than gentiles, even
though they originally were forced into conversion. There are others that would gladly
leave the shmad. However, they don't have the financial ability to do so because of the
exorbitant costs to pay for themselves, their wives and infants. Perhaps they would have
enough for themselves. However, they are fearful lest by leaving their family between the
idolators they would assimilate and learn from their deeds and would never leave. They
choose to remain there in order to bring their family under the discipline of the Torah and
its commandments until compassion will be shown to them from Heaven and the gates of
salvation will be opened up to them. In the interim, they are careful not to become
polluted through the impurity of transgressions with the exception of the time of danger
and in a place of danger. Those people, even if the truth isthat they are required to save
themselves, even if it means abandoning their children and family, for the love of
Hashem and His Torah takes precedence over everything else. . . they are not invalid
witness. . . Responsa of Rav Yitzchak ben Sheshes- Rivash #11
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There was a synagogue in Majorcathat belonged to the community. After the sword of
forced conversion (shmad) passed through and drove out al of the Jews of Majorca, this
sanctuary became defiled by the robbers who came there and desecrated it. Afterwards,
when the terror abated, the Jews returned there. Responsa of Rav Shimon ben
Tzemach Duran - Tashbatz 4.7
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Intheyear 1391 . . . the enemies rose against the Jews and deliberately smote them with
the sword and wrought destruction. They abducted their wives, children and infants and
took them to be sold as slaves and maid servants. The daughters were takento  Vikianos
by the sea and they debased them. They forced over two hundred thousand Jews to
convert to the gods of the land (Christianity). This happened because the king was a

child. . .. The priest Vincent through Donna Catal ena, the queen [of Castille], and
through Don Fernando, the king of Aragon, caused more than two hundred thousand
Jewsto convert intheyear 1412. Rav Y osef ben Tzaddik of Arevalo Spain

[1. The Conversos and the Inquisition

A.
on v5 0931 79% MY Y13 oA KXY KD MAP 7ATR 09132 129VNIW DUYR 0D
QUTIWR O TN N7 DRDA NIPHYY NRWAN oYY JawneT TN anix 172 11an°
PR (AT qWAT 993 POW D NIMIXY NS0 oYY D0abamY D07 NN oy
.0°77 X370 NPIY 933 AW WY [y WK AT 1T ANy Om 0wInn
DY73 IMDI PR O DIRWIT XAATY 73T 737 0720 anvwhw wRA 77w anwihw
NWAD PR NTRPYA APV PAXS AT IR WK OV IRIPMNI 0235 IDm X901 1I0)
Xan °d

Although they assimilated with those nations completely , they will find no respite or
rest among them for the soles of their feet; for the nations will always revile them and
shame them, plot against them and falsely accuse them in matters of faith. Indeed, they
will always suspect them as Judai zers and subject them to tremendous dangers, as has
been the case throughout this period of innovations, and especialy in our time, when the
smoke of the auto-da-fe has been rising toward the sky in all the kingdoms of Spain
and the islands of the sea. A portion of them were burned to death by fire, aportion fled
in every direction to find some place [of refuge] to hide, and the remainder livein
tremendous fear and extraordinary cowardice brought on by the fear in their hearts and
what they saw with their eyes. Rav Yitzchak Aramain Akeidas Yitzchak ParshasKi
Sovo
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Asl live, saysthe L-rd G-d, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out
arm, and with fury poured out, will | rule over you; (Yechezke 20:33) Even though
they and their descendants will endeavor to be like complete gentiles, they will be unable
to achieve thisaim. For the native peoples of the lands [in which they live] will aways
call the"Jews," mark them as"Isradlites’ against their will and falsely accuse them of
Judaizing in secret - a crime for which they pay with death by fire. All of thisisincluded
in the verse: And with fury poured out will | rule over you. (Y echezkel 20:33). Although
they want to show themselvesto be gentiles, against their will they will be considered to
be Jews. And | will bring you out from the peoples, and will gather you out of the
countrieswhere you are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out
arm, and with fury poured out. (Yechezkel 20:34)  Inthe end of the days, G-d will
inspire the hearts of the forced apostates or their seed to return unto G-d and to do some
of the mitzvosin secrecy. Thisisafulfillment of that which Moshe Rabbainu, of blessed
memory, said: Y ou shall seek the L-rd, your G-d, from there. He will then awaken the
hearts of the gentiles [against them] to pursue them for this and to bring false charges
against them saying: Y ou are Judaizing and do not follow the religion of the gentiles and
they will burn them by the thousands and hundreds with burning cruelty and flowing
anger. Thiswe have seen in our generation in the kingdom of Spain. Because of this, he
will awaken the hearts of these forced converts and their children, wives and infants to
flee and escape from the lands of their dwelling amongst the Christians, and to travel to a
distant land to save their lives. Rav Yitzchak Abravanel in hiscommentary to

Y echezkel 20:33,34



