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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Describelifein Safed between the years 1600 and
1607.

2. Describe the Shelah's attitude regarding living in Eretz
Yisrael.

3. Contrast the living conditions in Safed and Jerusalem
In the year 1621, when the Shelah arrived there.

4.  Where did the Shelah finally settle?
5. Describe the circumstances of the Shelah's death.

This and much more will be addressed in the eleventh
lecture of this series. "Twilight in Safed: The Last Days of
the Shelah Hakadosh".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

SeriesVIIl Lecture#11

TWILIGHT IN SAFED: THE LAST DAY S OF THE SHELAH HAKADOSH

l. Safed at the Beginning of the Seventeeth Century
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In three years, three great judgments enveloped the land. . . . One, aterrible famine, the
likes of which has never occurred. . . . Two, no one was able earn any money . . . There
was no one buying or selling, no money changed hands. No work was available for the
poor. The destitute sought work, but there was none to be had. . . . The third was the
worst of dl. . . . i.e. the burden of taxes. . . from the king and corrupt officials. . . . This
one says, "Pay me the poll tax" and another one says, "Give me the taxes due to the
governor of Damascus, as well as for the governor of the land or for the vizier." From
that time on, the "land of the living" became depleted. This one fled and forsook his
father and mother. This one left hiswife, that one, his children and another one, his
brothers. . . . All who haveremained areintears. . . and cry out, "Who knows if we will
ever seetheir facesagain.” . .. From some five thousand [heads of households, who
formerly lived in Safed,] there are now only some four hundred. A person who saw this
city initsglory, the most beautiful of cities, thejoy of the land, agreat city full of
scholars and teachers, [would be shocked at the extent of its decling]. R. Moshe Alshich
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We have heard of the dire straitsin which our brethren in the land of Israel find
themselves. Now, there is added grief and distress, as a ship, containing many bundles of
silver, was captured. . . . The ship aso contained much wool, which would have been a
source of employment for the peoplethere. . . . From Constantinople, we heard the
reports of how the famine has decimated their ranks and how the [once] prestigious
yeshivos have scattered and left. . .. Proclamation made by the community of Venice
which was sent to the communities of Germany and Poland in the year 1600
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We havereceived a. . . letter . . . which was signed by the most holy sages of the city of
truth, Jerusalem . . . and our hearts melted. . . . Every day the calamities become greater
and greater. The synagogue . . . which dates from the time of the Ramban, z'l, became
the victim of misfortune, asis well known, and the holy seforim are being held asa
pledge. ... Becausewe see [their plight], we, the undersigned, have agreed that all of
the holy communities should donate their money to redeem the holy people who
continually dwell before Hashem, the sages of Jerusalem. . . . Everyone of the members
of our community, the community of Fez, . . . should remember Jerusalem through their
generosity. ...  Proclamation of the community of Fez, 1603, Sefer HaT akanos,
Kerem Chemed Chap. 8
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Regarding the breachesin the wall of the city of our G-d, Safed . . . The enemies have
made openings in the wall. Instead of being well protected, like Jerusalem, with its doors
locked at night, now, through our sins, it isan unwalled city. TeshuvasMaharit Tzalon
251

B. | cameto the Holy Land, to Safed, may it be rebuilt, in Upper Galilee, on the
intermediate days of Sukkos, 5263 (1602), in peace. | found here a holy community, a
magnificent city before G-d, acity full of salvation with nearly three hundred great
Rabbis, all pious and active men, with eighteen Y eshivos, twenty two houses of prayer
and one big Bais HaM edrash (Study hall), where about four hundred children and young
men are taught by twenty teachers without payment, for there arerich peoplein
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Constantinople who provide the salaries of the teachers and have garments made for them
every year. . . . And the non-Jews who live on the soil of Isragl, al of them bow before
the holiness of Israel. And even when we remain standing in the field with Tallis and
tefilin, for the whole day, nobody dares to step before the community of Israel while they
are praying, but all walk about quietly and nobody makes any remark, thank G-d. . . .
Besides, | found the entire Holy Land full of G-d's blessing, of great fullness and
cheapness beyond imagination. And when | saw the great fullnessin the Holy Land and
perceived how the nations of the world consume those goods while Israel is dispersed
and deprived of the right to enjoy the fruits of the land and to be satiated thereof, | broke
out into tears and said: If the house of Israel knew only the tenth part of the fruits, goods
and fullness which arein the Land of Israel, day and night would they lament their
dispersal and the delightful land they have lost and which, even in its desolation, brings
forth fruits: fruit, wine and silk for athird of the earth. For ships anchor at its shores from
all the corners of the world, from Venice, Spain, France, Portugal, and Constantinople,
and grain, olives, raisins, figs, sesame oil, wine and liquor produced from the juice of the
palm trees are loaded into them. In addition, chickens, eggs, mutton, and beef, fish, rice,
many kinds of beans, such as | have never seen and which taste like nuts, cucumber and
vegetables can be obtained here during the whole year, in summer and winter, for nearly
nothing; moreover, good fruits like carob, oranges, lemons, melons, and gourds sweet as
sugar. . . . Then he can feed himself in the Land of Israel for athird of the expense which
he must waste in your country, and live like a king, apart from the healthy and clear air
and the pure water which prolong the life of man so that some of the inhabitants reach an
age of up to eighty, ninety, a hundred and even ahundred and ten years. Letter from R.
Shlomo Shlomid, 1607

1. The Immigration of the Shelah to Eretz Yisrael
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Every Jew needs to cherish the land of Isragl and to come [back] to it [even] from the
ends of the earth. He should be filled with great longing like a child coming back to the
bosom of his mother. Shelah

5RIW? 232 PNORT AXIWD AN W12 1 25w YUTIR LT 927 R XK ORI (2
JIRW ARI FIRMIVIT PIRIY 717 0PIV VAR DT DOWIY ,00IWR 7X¥am D 0°N32 0%
NPAY XIT QNI OIPM D1 ,ORIWS PARD IRW DP7IX 2N TNV (:11 NITI) B
O FIRTA 777,097 IV AT Y11 WA W% 119Ran 31 00 19RD oPaab Db nbna onb
"D3 O°N2 132 D173 MPWY 057 /7 0% O ,17X° 213 15 DY .A9IRATN NYT N0 1hwy

1970 ‘07 175w AN XDY 09°97% 1197



Series VIl 4 Lecture #11

Since | am now on the topic, | want to let you know that my heart constantly is enraged
when | see Jewish people building homes like noblemen's castles and making thisworld,
the impure land, their permanent dwelling. Even though our Sages, of blessed memory,
have stated (see Berachos 58b) that the homes of the righteous are destined to come to
the land of Israel, nevertheless, their intention isthat it be afamily manor which will be
passed on to their heirsfor all eternity. It appears, G-d forbid, that they are oblivious of
the Redemption. Therefore, my children, may Hashem protect you, even if Hashem gives
you great wealth, build homes in accordance with your absolute needs, and nothing more.
Shelah
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Hashem, the G-d of Heaven and Earth, who took me from the house of my father and my
birthplace and brought me to this land, will repair every breach on your behalf. Y our
home shall be like that of Peretz, your sons are my sons and your daughters are my
daughters, may Hashem protect them. | am sending al of you my regards in general and
in particular and you should consider it asif | personally wroteto all of you individualy.
Afterwards, send this letter on to my son, R. Yaakov Segal, to revive his spirits. Send my
regards to all of the leaders of Israel and may Hashem remember and bless all of the
House of Isradl. | have already written to you many letters, for Hashem was our source of
strength a sea and in the dry land. Thank G-d, there was no danger or mishap, only
Divine Providence. We were lacking for nought. Also at sea, | found favor in the eyes of
the captain of the ship and he considered me his master and patron and we were given an
excellent room to use for Torah study and prayer. L etter from the Shelah to hisfamily

B.
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So we arrived in Syria, in peace, right before Y om Kippur. We came to that
distinguished Jewish city, Aleppo, right before Sukkos. We stayed there until Monday,
Parshas Lech Lecho . It isimpossible to put down in writing the great honor, love and
affection they showed us. | experienced all of the honor and grandeur that | had when |
lived in Prague. Their spiritslonged to hear my Torah insights and they rose early in the
morning and came late at night to my door. They speak there only in the Holy tongue
(Hebrew) and every time | delivered alecture, it was in the Holy tongue, which |
articulated very clearly. Afterwards, we came to the holy city of Chamas. From there, we
went to Damascus. We came there on Sunday, Parshas VVaY ereh. It isamajor Jewish
center and it is extremely large. They took great pains to shower me with even greater
honors [than | had previoudly experienced], to such an extent that all of the [individual]
communities [within Damascus got together], especially the scholars amongst them, for
whom it isfitting the verse (Song of Songs 8:7), "Many waters cannot extinguish the
love," and offered me a contract. They all said, "Become our leader. We will follow all
that you command us.” | merited these honors only through the merit of my father, my
master, z"l. Blessed be Hashem that | merited the love of the Jeawswho live in that area,
which is the northern area which includes Aram Naharaim and Aram Tzova. . . . | bid.
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Regarding my position in the land of Israel, | want to let you know what happened to me
as | wastraveling: In Damascus, two distinguished men came from Safed, may it
speedily be rebuilt, and proceeded to inquire of my welfare. They then beseeched me
with agreat emotional display to have compassion upon their community and move
permanently to Safed to become its Rabbinic leader. | answered them, "1 am planning to
pass through Safed on my way. There, we will discuss the matter further in private." |
always had my heart set, however, on [settling in] Jerusalem, may it be rebuilt. Within
twenty four hours after that conversation, as | was [already] outside the city of
Damascus, a special emissary from Jerusalem, may it be rebuilt, a distinguished person, a
member of their honored |eadership, the noble Maharan of Frankfurt, the brother of R.
Yisrael Renzius of the holy community of Prague, came, holding alarge document, a
petition from the residents of Jerusalem that | accept their offer of appointment to the
positionof AvBaisDin and Rosh Yeshiva that will endure until the coming of the
Redeemer. They empowered Maharan to offer me as much financial compensation as |
desired. Their only concern was that Maharan should not leave my side until | had
committed myself to his offer, for they were greatly afraid of the residents of Safed, may
it speedily be rebuilt. 1bid.
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| blessed Hashem and | gave thanks for having the merit to spread Torah in Isragl and
Jerusalem, the holy city, and to direct them to sincerely serve Hashem with truth. Behold,
| honored Hashem with my wealth and | replied that | don't want to take any
compensation. Thisisespecially so, since, asaresult of our sins, they are already in great
debt. All | asked for was a respectable and proper dwelling. Thiswas a magjor request as
it was very crowded in Jerusalem because the community of Ashkenazim in Jerusalem
was twice as large as the Ashkenazic community in Safed. | also requested of him that
they give me proper furnishings, beds, chairs, tables, for myself and my wife, and
continue to always do so. They should aso pay on my behalf all of the governmental
taxes, including extrataxes that may be later imposed, G-d forbid. They will also pay my
moving costs from Safed, for they are considerable. Behold, [my children], | am about to
have a beautiful and proper dwelling. Ibid.
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In addition, agreat Chasid, who was also a man of wealth, came from Constantinople [to
Jerusalem] and became a member of the Ashkenazic community. Even though Jerusalem
isinruins, it isnow the joy of the entire land and enjoys peace and prosperity. The food
isgood and the wineis of the highest quality. Prices are cheaper in Jerusalem than in
Safed. Furthermore, the Ashkenazim live under the protection of the city wall, whereasin
Safed, due to our great sins, there are major robberies, for they dwell by the fields, open
on al sides. The entire Sefardic population in Jerusalem isincreasing at an astonishing
rate. There are actually hundreds of them and they are building large buildings. We
believethat all of thisisasign of the imminent Redemption. In a short time you will

hear, if Hashem so approves, that the Ashkenazic community has grown to be large and
awe inspiring, for I know, thank G-d, that many will come there and will desireto
become close to me. May Hashem, whose name is blessed, grant me life and health. May
| perform marvelously in my Torah studies and communal leadership, for they have not
had Torah leadership until now. Because of this, due to our many sins, destruction came.

| hope to be, with G-d's approval, a faithful shepherd. For Jerusalem's sake, | will not be
still. I am continually corresponding with the leaders of Poland, the scholars and leaders
of Bohemia, the scholars and leaders of Germany, those who establish, affirm, and
increase the truth and faith of the Torah under al circumstances and conditions. Ibid.
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Y ou, my children, may Hashem protect you, let al of those whose soul longs for our
Holy Land know that they should take the opportunity to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy
city, may Hashem rebuild it. No one should think that | am giving such advice because |
am about to live there, with Hashem's approval. G-d forbid! | am giving this advice in
truth and faithfulness, for [Jerusalem] contains all good things. Nothing is lacking and the
city is enclosed and protected by walls. The enclosure is aslarge asthe city of Lvov. ...

| truly put my trust in Hashem that an abundance of Torah will usher forth from the
yeshivas of Zion, with Hashem's approval, for Jerusalem has great Talmudic scholars.
Even the great Gaon, R. Manish, may Hashem protect him, wrote to me, in his great piety
and humility, that he also wants to join the others and come to study under me. Also, the
Sefardic scholars who live there, [express their desire to join my yeshiva,] for Jerusalem
has more that five hundred Sefardic heads of households, and the number is growing
daily, with Hashem's help. 1bid.
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Afterwards, on Wednesday, Parshas, V'Ekod v'eshtachaveh LaHashem ... (TheTorah
portion, Chayah Sarah, "And | bent my head and prostrated myself to Hashem, the G-d of
my master Avraham, who has guided me on to the true way."), we came to Safed in
peace. | fell upon the ground and | kissed the stones and dirt to fulfill the verse (Psalms
102), "For your servant desired her stones and favored her dust." When | saw the great
ruinsin Safed, which date from the Destruction, | cried out, "Woe, woe! My L-rd, how
long will Y ou continue to withhold Y our mercy from the cities of Judah." Even so, |
blessed Hashem with joy and a glad heart and | gave thanks for the miracles and wonders
which my eyes beheld, and because we came in peace with our bodies intact. [We
thanked Hashem)] despite the fact that our monies were depleted, for only a very small
amount of our original funds remained. Thiswas due to several causes. The main reason
was that a calamity of major proportions occurred and there was a devaluation of their
currency. A hundred [European] gold coinsis worth only three over here, because the
gold coins here, the zehuvim (gold coins), adumim (reddish gold coins), and thalers are as
they were in antiquity, not a penny was added to them. Second of all, the expenses were
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tremendous, for the trip was long, especially since we had to travel all around Syria. Only
now, was peace declared in Tripoli. The result isthat | have in my possession only a
hundred Liben Thaler . My wife and | cannot function without a servant. That means |
need to provide for three souls. Aslong as| am alive, thank G-d, | will not prevent guests
from coming and going in my house. We need, therefore, three Liben Thaler for our
weekly needs. Thisiswithout any extravagance, just normal expenses. 1bid.
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Now, | will let you know about the sanctity of the land, here in Safed, may it be rebuilt.
They relate the Kabbalah of the Arizal, and [since] they really love me as themselves, |
am ableto copy [from the original texts] whatever | so desire. The expenses, however, [of
hiring copyists] are too onerous since | have only very little money left. Behold, today
they honored me with a great surprise; they gave me a copy of the entire works of the
Magid, who related [spiritual matters] to the author of the Bais Y osef, [R. Y osef Caro,]
Z"l. It contains many great secrets of the Torah as well as many ethical and moral lessons,
many customs, many lessons of self restraint, for he warned him, "Don't eat this thing or
that." He warned him not to eat certain permitted foods and to treat them asif they were
prohibited. Behold, the following three giants were contemporaneous, R. Y osef Caro, R.
Moshe Cordovero, R. Yitzchak Luriaz"l. They were real angels of the L-rd of Hosts. To
them wererevedled magidim (teaching angels) from the yeshivas of the Prophets and
Tanaim (sages of the Mishna) aswell as from Eliyahu (Elijah), z'l. They are buried
together in a segel (triangular formation) in the cemetery and | kissed their graves. I bid.
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Therefore, he didn't finish the work while he was still in the Diaspora, but rather in
Jerusalem two years after his arrival. Thiswas part of Hashem'’s plan in order to give him
further merit, for he had the opportunity to view the hidden archives of the Kabbalah of
that perfect man of G-d, R. Yitzchak Luria zt"l, whose soul is bound up in the bond of
life. This material was not shown to any man until my father, my master, cameto his
archivesin his house, which was the dwelling place of my father, and studied themin
their entirety in order to achieve a complete understanding of them. Sefer Vavel
HaAmudim
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From the time that the Torah was given until now, there has not been a work such asthis.
The subject of hiswords are the Maaseh Merkava (secrets of the Divine Chariot). Letter
from the Shelah to R. Shmuel of Premysla
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Afterwards, Hashem, may He be blessed, granted me the merit to find precious
notebooks whose contents had only been viewed, up to that time, by Hashem Himself.
The light was hidden until that man of G-d, the Ashkenazic Rav, the Arizal, came and
revealed the secrets of Hashem to those that fear Him. Shelah
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The Kabbalistic teaching, that Korach was an incarnation of Cain, iswell known. Cain
was reincarnated three times, corresponding to his nefesh, ruach, and neshama. He was
reincarnated into the Egyptian whom Moshe killed. His[spirit] wasin Jethro, the
father-in-law of Moshe, asit is stated (Judges 4:11), "Hever the Cainite, [who was of the
children of Hovav, the father-in-law of Moshe,] separated himself from Cain."
Afterwards, he was incarnated into Korach. Moshe was a reincarnation of Abel. He
[therefore] took revenge three times. [First of all,] he killed the Egyptian. Thisis hinted
inthe verse (Ex. 2:12), "Vayach esHaMitzri" (hekilled the Egyptian). The numerical
valueof Vayach together with the numerical value of the word itself (1) equals the



Series VIl 11 Lecture #11

numerical value of the word, Hevel (Abel = 37). The numerical value of HaMitzri equals
Moshe (345). Jethro humbled himself before Moshe and gave him his daughter Tzippora
[to be hiswife]. [Tzippora] was areincarnation of the twin sister who was the cause of
Cain killing Abel. And now Korach, who created this great conflict and regressed to his
former state of corruption, was then killed by Moshe. The verse, "Whoever sheds the
blood of aman, by man will his blood be shed," means that the man, who was the victim,
will come back and kill hiskiller. Similarly, Moshe, who was really Abel, killed Korach,
who was Cain. His death was through being swallowed up, measure for measure, for the
earth opened up its mouth to swallow up the blood of Abel. Thisiswhat the Sefer
HaTzoni writes. Shelah
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On Monday, Parshas, "V'Zeh Shaar HaShamayim' (Vayaitzai), we will be arriving in
Jerusalem, with Hashem's approval. Letter from the Shelah to hisfamily
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The Gaon, the author of the Shelo ( Shnel Luchos HaBris ), came to the holy city of
Jerusalem, may it be rebuilt, in the year 5382 (1621) on Friday, Parshas, "Ma Nora
HaMakom Hazeh V'Zeh Shaar HaShamayim" (Vayaitzai) . Because of this, he called his
work, acommentary to the prayer book, containing the mystical secrets of prayer, Shaar
HaShamayim. In addition, the numerical value of theword, "HaShamayim" equasthe
numerical value of [his name] Yeshaya (395). Chida, Shem HaGedolim
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Behold, the year following the year | came to Jerusalem, the holy city, may it speedily be
rebuilt, was the Shemitta year, the seventh year of the cycle. Many of the residents of the
Holy Land wished to free themselves of the terrible strain [of strictly adhering to its
lawsg], for there was a famine in the preceding year and they didn't have enough food that
year to eat on adaily basis, let alone prepare enough provisions for the forthcoming
seventh year, and they offered strained explanations [as to why they didn't have to adhere
tothelawsof Shemitta]. | gave it serious thought and decided that | have to be more
stringent than they, even if it would mean that | would have to sell the shirt off my back.

| reasoned that Hashem would ask me, "Why did you leave a place where you were not
obligated in thismitzva and come to a place where you are obligated and yet you are now
abandoning this mitzva? Why have you come to pollute My land? Those who live there
already do not bear as great a punishment asyou." In addition, all those who travel to the
Holy Land, travel there in order to sanctify themselves and to fulfill the  mitzvas which
are particular to that place, similar to that which our Sages, z'l, state at the end of the first
chapter of Sota (14a): Rabbi Simlai expounded, "Why did Moshe desire to enter the land
of Israel? Did he need to eat of its fruit? Rather, he wanted to fulfill the mitzvasthat are
related to the land of Isragl." Shelah
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Behold, here in Jerusalem, the holy city, may it speedily be rebuilt, agreat Chasid (aman
of piety), one of the elevated Sefardic Chasidim, used to frequent me. Even if they would
have given him all that is contained in the world, he would not have stated anything that
wasn't absolutely true. He told me how his father conducted himself towards him and his
brother while they were still young. If someone would lodge a complaint that something
was done incorrectly, he would say, "l will forgive the one who tells the truth and admits
his guilt, provided that heis careful from this day on not to repeat this offence. But if any
of you lieto me and | find out after the thorough investigation which | plan to make, |
will punish you much more intensely (lit. four times) than for the offenseitself." And so
he did. He forgave the one who admitted to the offense and, in addition, he gave him
several coins as areward for admitting to the crime and telling the truth. The one who
lied, however, he punished severely. Thisis how he trained his children in the trait of
truthfulness. He acquired truth through the coins [which his father gave him] asa
fulfillment of the verse (Prov. 23), "Acquire truth." Thereby, his son acquired the nature
to awaystell the truth. Every intelligent person should act intelligently and raise his
children to be committed to doing good deeds, performing charity, practicing piety, and
possessing all of the correct character traits. Shelah
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| heard the following directly from the Chasid, R. Shiomo Adani of the holy community
of Chevron. Regarding the statement in Berachos (17a): Abayawould often say, "A
person should always be Arumwhen it comesto the fear of Hashem," theword Arumis
to be understood similar to the statement of our Sages (Megillah 32a): One who holds on
toa Sefer Torah whileitis Arum (naked, without a covering) will beburied ~ Arum,
meaning Arum without the mitzva [he performed while holding the Sefer Torah in such a
manner]. Itisto be understood in away similar to the statement of our Rabbis, z"l,
(Avodah Zarah 199), "He desiresHis  mitzvas exceedingly, and not the reward of His
mitzvas." In thislight, it was stated, "A person should always be Arum (without clothing)
when it comes to the fear of Hashem." He meant to say that he should be  Arum, without
the reward of the mitzva. His service should not be [clothed] with the fear of punishment
or the incentive of receiving reward. Similarly, Adam HaRishon (the first man), after he
sinned, when he was aroused to repentance, became garbed in this [pure] form of fear so
astobe Aruminfear. Thisiswhat ishinted at in the verse (Gen. 3:10), "l was afraid
because | was Airum." Shelah
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We, here, in the holy city of Jerusalem, follow a beautiful custom and recite a psalm after
the completion of the blessing [over the New Moon]. We recite the psalm containing the
ten hilulim (praises), Haleluy-a halelu e-I bikodsho (Psalm 150). The recitation of that
psamisvery effective in arousing the higher light of the moon, which is the kingdom of
the House of David. Regarding thisisit hinted, "David, the king of Isragl isaive and
endures." Afterwards, we say, "The Y eshiva of Rabbi Yishmael taught: If Israel only
merited to receive the face of their Father in Heaven but once a month, it would be
sufficient. Abaya said: Therefore we should recite it while standing.” Afterwards, we
recite the Kaddish D'Rabanan. How wonderful athingitis, for, in the future, the flaw
(dark area) of the moon will disappear and the light of the moon will be as intense as that
of the sun. Then will the great Name of Hashem be magnified and sanctified (  yisgadal
V'yiskadesh shmei rabba ). The Name of Hashem will become complete and the Throne
will become whole asiswell known to those who are familiar with the Kabbalah. Shelah
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Behold, when Hashem Y isborach gave me the merit to come to Jerusalem, the holy city,
may it speedily be rebuilt, | saw that the inspection of the slaughtering knife was done
with great trepidation and it was shown to the sages of the city. Thisisthe customin this
entire country. My eyes beheld it and | rejoiced. Shelah
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It is aready the common custom in Eretz Yisrael to blow tashrat, tashat, tarat, for
Malchius, and thenfor ~ Zichronos and thenfor ~ Shofros. Those who are extremely
meticulous in their observance blow one hundred sounds. Thisis also the custom in the
holy Ashkenazic community of Jerusalem. We blow thirty sounds sitting (before the
Amida), thirty sounds during the blessings [of the Amida], as was stated above, and thirty
sounds after Aleynu Lishabayach. Afterwards, we say the glorious song, Anim Zemiros,
after which we blow tashrat, tashat, tarat . It isabeautiful and magnificent custom.
Shelah
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In the third and sixth yearsof the  Shemitta cycle, instead of Maaser Shaini, one gives
Maaser Ani and it must be distributed to the poor. The common custom in the land of
Israel isto say at the time of separating the Maaser Ani , "Behold | am making my
property hefker (ownerless),” thus becoming poor himself and eligibletotake ~ Maaser
Ani. Afterwards, the person takes possession of the  Maaser Ani . | have criticized this
practice, since the day | came. Behold, their  hefker isnot valid, [for several reasons].
First of all, werulethat hefker isvalid only if it is made in the presence of three other
individuals (Nedarim 45a). | have found that the author of the ~ Sefer Charedim likewise
concurs. In addition, even if it were deemed to be avalid hefker, if the personisa
creditor at that time, whether the debts are verbal or in writing, in any case, he is acting
improperly. If, at thetime of hefker, he really forgave his debts, [and was therefore truly
impoverished,] for he has the right to forgive a debt even though he is holding a bond and
evenif heisholding apledge, asthe  Mordechai writes at the beginning of Sanhedrin
(#681), and is quoted by the Ramo in Tur Choshen Mishpat #241, then when he comes to
reclaim that debt, heis stealing the debtor's money, because he has already forgiven the
debt. Rather, most certainly, he did not forgive the debt. If that isthe case, heis not
considered impoverished, [and is not entitled to takethe Maaser Ani]. Don't argue that
sinceit isnot yet timeto collect the debt, he is considered impoverished, since he made
hefker all that was under his control and the debts are not as yet collectable. This
argument is without substance. Can it be that a person who owns a fortune (lit. three
kavim of gold dinars) in debt [instruments] is considered poor! Such a person can only be
considered impoverished when he is traveling on the road and can't access any money, as
we were taught in aMishnain Peah (5:4): A householder who is traveling from place to
place and needsto take Leket, Shikcha, U'Peah, isallowed to take. When heis home,
however, and can borrow money which can be repaid from his assets or from selling his
debt instruments at alower price than their face value, he is considered a man of wealth. |
discussed this with those great scholars who specialize in legal decisions, and they agreed
with me. Shelah
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1. Twilight and Sunset
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Behold, theword, Vhaya which was written in conjunction with the mitzva of living in
the land of Israel (Deut. 26:1), hints to the joy of the mitzva. The juxtaposition of the
Parsha with the incident of Amalek hintsto the trepidation involved with mitzvas
because of the [disciplinary] strap hanging in the air. The suffering in Eretz Yisrael, both
at the hand of the Arabs and from sickness, are an atar which effects atonement. Shelah
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Welearned in the Mishnain Avos (2:15): The day is short, the work is abundant, the
workers are indolent, and the employer is pressing. | have already elaborated above that a
person should hurry up and repent, for no one knows what the new day will bring. Just
close your eyesfor an instant and it is gone, for thisworld can change in an instant. The
signisthat thereisno Jubilee  (yovell) without an abundance of mourning (  eival), no
Shemitta without going down and down ( mata mata), no year ( shana) without gall and
wormwood ( rosh Vlana ), no season ( tekufa) without a wound that needs medication
(maka terufa), no month ( chodesh) without the substitute for sanctity ( temuras kodesh),
no week (' shevuah) without the sound of the  teruah (crying), noday ( yom) without
trembling and fear (resess v'iyom), no night (  layla) without wailing ( yilala), no hour
(sha-ah) without evil ( ra-ah), noinstant ( rega) without mishap ( pega). All success
(hatZlachah) turnsto crying ( tzivachah), all joy ( simchah) to sighing (  anachah), all
rapture (gilah) towailing (yilala), al dominion ( memshalah) to subservience ( shefalah),
all excitement (sheon) to disaster (ason). Shelah
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The work was not completed while he was still in the Diaspora, but rather in Jerusalem
two years after hisarrival.  Prefaceto Sefer Vavei HaAmudim, R. Shabsel Sheftel
Hor owitz, son of R. Yeshayah Horowitz
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Thiswork is finished and complete with the help of the G-d of the universe, in the year
hashevuah (5383=1623). Shelah

1’0 LPaPHYY by oonb—X 1R 1phl apon M nikas ik ow cnwy (3
Q> TInY

Two years after he completed his work, the ark of G-d rose to the higher world. Sefer
Vavel HaAmudim
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R. Y eshaya Segal Horowitz, the holy man who was widely known in the Diaspora, was
the Av Bais Din of Prague as well as of other major communities of Ashkenazic Jewry.
He came to the holy city of Jerusalem where he experienced sorrow from the strife
created by the powerful enemies of the Jews in that land, asit is described in the Sefer
Charbos Y erushalayim. [As aresult] he left Jerusalem and went up to Tiberias, may it be
speedily rebuilt. This was hisfinal resting place. . . . The Rav composed awork on the
Sefer Mordechai. Recently, [a portion of] thiswork, entitled Bigdel Y esha, was printed
on the order of Moed. He composed glosses to the Sefer Emek Berachah - Birchas
Avraham, written by his father, the Gaon [R. Avraham Horowitz]. In the holy city of
Jerusalem, he composed the Sefer Shaar HaShamayim on the correct intentions one must
have while praying, Sefer Shnai Luchos HaBris, an avesome and major work, a
miniature container of the wisdom of the Kabbalah, practical halacha, general principles,
ethics and morals, and awhole system of holiness. While the Rav still lived in Jerusalem,
he signed his name to an approbation of the Sefer Ohr HaChamah, written by my
great-great grandfather [R. Avraham Azulai]. | have his holy signature in my possession.
Chida, Shem HaGedolim



