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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What particular ills of the generation did the new
Hasidic movement attempt to remedy?

2. Describe the original Hasidim that the Baal Shem
Tov's movement was designed to supplant.

3.  What prompted Rav Dov Ber to first visit the Besht?
4. Who wasthe Baal Shem Tov'sfirst successor?
5.  Name four of the Mezricher Magid's disciples.

This and much more will be addressed in the eleventh
lecture of this series. "The Revolution Spreads: The Life
and Times of the Baal Shem Tov's Disciples'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind, as you listen to the tape and read
through the outline. Go back to these questions once again
at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE REVOLUTION SPREADS:
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE BAAL SHEM TOV'S DISCIPLES

l. Life of the Uneducated Masses

A. My first position as family tutor was an hour's distance from my home. The
family was that of a miserable farmer in astill more miserable village; and my salary was
fivethalersin Polish money. The poverty, ignorance, and crudeness which prevailed in
this house were indescribable. The farmer himself was a man of about fifty years, the
whole of whose face was overgrown with hair, ending in adirty, thick beard, as black as
pitch. Hislanguage was a sort of muttering, intelligible only to the boors with whom he
daily associated. Not only was he ignorant of Hebrew, but he could not speak aword of
Yiddish; his only language was Russian, the common patois of the peasantry. Hiswife
and children were of the same stamp. Their home was a hovel of smoke, black as coal
within and without, with no chimney, but merely a small aperture in the roof for the
smoke; this opening was carefully closed as soon as the fire died down, so that the heat
might not escape.

In this magnificent dwelling, the peasants sit on the bare ground; you dare not sit higher
if you do not wish to be suffocated with the smoke. Here they guzzle their whiskey and
make an uproar, while the people of the house sit in a corner. | usualy took my place
behind the stove with my dirty, half-naked pupils, and expounded to them out of an old
tattered Bible, from Hebrew into Russian-Yiddish. All this made such a splendid group
as deserved to be sketched only by a Hogarth (William, English artist who won fame
chiefly for hismoral and satirical engravings and portraits, who lived between
1697-1764), and to be sung only by aButler (Samuel, English satirist who lived between
1612-1680). It may be easily imagined how wretched my condition here must have been.
Brandy became my sole comfort, and made me forget al my misery. Totopital, a
regiment of Russians, who were then rioting with every conceivable cruelty on the
estates of Prince Radzivil, was stationed in the village and its vicinity. The house was
constantly full of drunken Russians, who committed all sorts of excesses, hewed tables
and benches to pieces, hurled glasses and bottles into the faces of their hosts, and so on.
My other positions as tutor were more or less similar. L ebens Geshichte
(Autobiography), Solomon Maimon (1754 - 1800), Chapter 15
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The majority of the masses aren't able to lift themselves up to the service of Hashem, due
to the immensity of their non spiritual state, for they are very much sunk in corporeality.
R. Elimelech of Lizhensk, Sefer No'am Elimelech, Par shas VVaY echi
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Initially, "He will turn the heart of the fathersto the children” (Malachi 3:24), because
the Torah scholars, who are referred to as "fathers', will forsake the hatred which they
harbor in their hearts for the "children" which refers to the masses. Through this, He will
turn the hearts of the massesto their "fathers" which means the Torah scholars, so that
there will be aunity in the [Jewish] world, as[is stated in Proverbs 27:19,] "Just as water
reflects the image of one's face, so too does the heart reflect the feelings of the other one's
heart." Sefer Toldos Yaakov Y osef, Parshas Shlach 1

. Revitalizing Torah Scholars
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Behold, the German Jews are perfect [in their loyalty to Torah] and are plentiful. Thank
G-d, in Frankfurt alone there are about three hundred Torah scholars, members of the

Y eshiva. They have atremendous intellectual capacity to discern and understand. But
behold, they waste their daysin their pilpulim (casuistry or sophistry) and have not even
the scent of chasidus (piety). Would it be that that was the only problem. If one would
calculate the number of peoplein al of Germany, in which | traveled, and in all of
Holland, in which | now reside, who are fervent in fulfilling G-d's commandments and
desire to know how to fear Hashem and to love Him and to create a close relationship to
their Creator, surely a child could write them down. (See Judges 8:14) Regarding Italy,
you, his Torah excellency, already know more than |. At thistime thereis no one of
intelligence who seeks out G-d. Only void, chaos and darkness rule over the city. They
don't even understand the meaning of the verse, "What does Hashem ask of you? Only to
fear him," they do not understand or grasp. Behold, it was for such athing that R. Shimon
b. Yochai protested (lit. screeched like a crane): Woeisit for the members of the world
whose heart is closed and eyes are shut. All flesh are like grass and all of itskindnessis
like the sprouts of the field. No one amongst them gives them any direction. They
[merely] cry out like dogs, "Give us, giveus!" Letter from R. Moshe Chaim L uzzatto
to hismentor, R. Yeshaya Bassan, Thursday, Rosh Chodosh Elul, 5495 (1735)
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If you look into the affairs of the majority of the world, you will realize that most highly
intelligent people or those [blessed] with keen insight will inevitably direct their
intellectual endeavors to the abstract sciences to plumb its depths, each one according to
his talents and natural inclinations. There are those who put great effort into researching
the natural sciences. Otherswill totally devote themselves to astronomy or geometry and
othersto the [various] crafts. Still others will enter the realm of sanctity, i.e. the study of
the Holy Torah. Someintothe  pilpul (casuistry) of halacha (Torah law), someinto
Midrash, someinto the legal rulings. Very few will set aside time to research and study
the various aspects of achieving perfection in Divine service, i.e. love of G-d, fear of
G-d, cleaving to G-d, and all the other areasof chasidus (piety). And it's not that these
things are not considered essential in their eyes. For if you ask any of them, they will tell
you that thisis the most essential area of Judaism and that one cannot truly be considered
a Torah scholar without having first clarified this topic. The reason, however, that they
don't spend any time researching this subject is because they fedl that it is already
common knowledge and it seems obvious to them. They see, therefore, no need to spend
much time investigating the subject. R. Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, Prefaceto Mesilas
Yesharim

[1l.  The Sabbatian Heresy
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... Thefollowers of the destructive [ Shabbtai] Tzvi have made thirteen breachesin our
faith and have planted in G-d's vineyard a corrupt, foreign vine. . . . They have seduced
many perfect people and condemned them to Sh'ol (Gehinnom) . . . For thereis no greater
idolatry than this. R. Moshe Chaim L uzzatto, Preface to Sefer Kinos Hashem
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They are involved in the mystical secrets of adultery and incest. They now treat it, not
only as something permitted, but actually a mitzvah (arequired act). They [even] say that
those who don't fulfill these mitzvos have no portion in the World to Come etc. The
women who escaped and who now confess their crimes are bewailing their abominable
actions. R. Yaakov Emden in Sefer Shimush, page 4
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They boldly act in thismanner . . . and justify all of their perversions on the basis of the
Sefer Zohar, Raya Mihemna, and Tikunei Zohar. R.Yaakov Emden, Preface to Sefer
Mitpachas Sofrim

IV.  TheEarly Hasidim
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The study of these things (i.e. perfection in Divine service) and the reading of works
devoted to the subject is left to those whose discernment is not that sharp and in fact
actually close to being dull. These are the people whom you see who devote their
energiesto [Divine service] and do not move from it. It has reached such proportions that
if one sees someone who acts with piety, the common reaction is too assume that the
person must be dull witted. The ramification of all of thisis extremely harmful to those
who are scholars and those that are not, for it causes a lack in both groups of true piety
(chasidus) and is extremely rareto find. It is lacking from Torah scholars due to their
insignificant research into the matter and it is lacking from non scholars due to their
limited grasp of the subject. It has gotten so, that most people think that chasidusis
dependent upon the excessive recitation of Psalms, drawn out confessions, arduous fasts,
and tevila (immersion) in frost and snow, something which goes against common sense
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and isdisturbing to theintelligence. True chasidus, which isdesirable, and precious, is
far removed from the common conception [of chasidug]. It is obvious. Something which
we pay scant attention to is not on our minds. Ramchal, Prefaceto Mesilas Yesharim

B. In my youth, | possessed areligious disposition . . . and | sought models only
among those who are commonly known by the name of Hasidim or the Pious. These
devote the whole of their livesto the strictest observances of the laws and moral virtues. .
.. Afterwards | had occasion to remark that, for their part, these men do less harm indeed
to others, but all the greater to themselves . . . Two or three instances, of which | was
myself an eyewitness, will be sufficient for demonstration. A Jewish scholar at that time
well known on account of his piety, Shimon of Lubtsch, had undergone the severest
exercises of penance. He had already carried out the  Teshuvat Hakana (the penance of
Kana), which consists of fasting daily for six years, and avoiding the use of anything that
derives from aliving being (flesh, milk, honey, and the like) for the evening meal. He
had & so practiced Galus, that is, a continuous wandering, in which the penitent is not
allowed to remain two days in the same place. In addition, he had worn a hairshirt next to
his body. But he felt that he would not satisfy his conscience unless he further observed
the Teshuvat Hamishkal (the penance of weighing), which requires a particular form of
penance proportioned to every sin. But as he found by calculation that the number of his
sinswas too great to be atoned for in thisway, he took it into his head to starve himself to
death. After he had spent some time in this process, he came in his wanderings to the
place where my father lived, and, unbeknownst to the household, he went into the barn,
where he fell to the ground in adead faint. My father chanced to come into the barn, and
found the man, whom he had long known, lying on the ground half dead with a Zohar
(the principal book of the Kabbalists) in his hand. As he knew well what sort of man this
was, he brought him all sorts of refreshments at once; but the man would make no use of
them whatever. My father came again and again and begged Shimon to take something,
but al in vain. My father had to attend to something in the house, whereupon Simon, to
escape from hisimportunity, exerted all his strength, raised himself up, went out of the
barn, and at last out of the village. When my father returned to the barn and found the
man no longer there, he ran after him, and found him lying dead not far from the village.
The affair was generally made known among the Jews, and Shimon became a saint.

Y ossel of Klezk proposed nothing less than to hasten the advent of the Messiah. To this
end he performed strict penance, fasted, rolled himself in snow, undertook nightwatches
and similar austerities. By pursuits of this sort, he believed he could accomplish the
overthrow of the legion of evil spirits who kept guard on the Messiah and obstructed his
coming. Autobiography of Solomon Maimon Chapter 13

V. The New Hasidim
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"I have received your letter and noted from the first two lines that you think it essential
to fast. My innermost parts trembled at thisreport. Thus | decree. . . that you do not
involve yourself with such things, G-d forbid, for thisis an act of melancholy and gloom.
The Shechina (Divine Presence) does not dwell where there is gloom, but only where
thereisjoy in connection with a Mitzvah, asiswell-known to you - words | have taught
you many times; and let these words be upon your heart.

Asfor the branches of your thoughts which bring you to this, | advise. . . that every
morning at the time of your study you attach yourself to the letters [of the text] in perfect
attachment in the worship of the blessed G-d. Then the judgments will be sweetened at
their root . . . Hide not yourself from your own flesh (Isaiah 58:7), G-d forbid, by fasting
more than is necessary and obligatory. If you will hearken unto my voice, G-d will be
withyou ..." Letter from the Baal Shem Tov to R. Yaakov Y osef

B. About thistime | became acquainted with a sect of my people called the New
Hasidim, which was then coming into prominence. . . . They maintained that true piety by
No means consists in chastisement of the body, by which the spiritual quiet and
cheerfulness necessary for the knowledge and love of G-d are disturbed. On the contrary,
they maintained that man must satisfy all his bodily wants and take such enjoyment of
pleasures of sense as may be necessary for the development of our perceptions, inasmuch
as G-d has created all for His glory. True service of God, in their view, consistsin
exercises of devotion with exertion of all our powers, and annihilation of self before G-d;
for they maintain that man, in accordance with his destiny, can reach highest perfection
only when he regards himself not as a being existing and working in and for itself, but as
an organ of the G-dhead. Instead of spending their lives in separation from the world,
suppressing their natural feelings, and deadening their powers, they believed that they
acted much more to the purpose in seeking to develop their natural feelings asfully as
possible, to bring their powers into exercise, and constantly to widen their sphere of
activity. Autobiography of Solomon Maimon, Chapter 16

VI. Rav Dov Ber of Mezritch - The Baal Shem's Successor
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Even before our Master, [R. Dov Ber of Mezritch,] came to the Baal Shem Tov, he was
overflowing with [the wisdom] of Talmud Bavli, Y erushami, Tosefta, Sifra, Sifrel, all
the Midrashim, and all of the early and later halachic authorities, in a most astounding
manner. He aso had mastered much (lit. ten measures) of the wisdom of Kabbalah. The
Baal Shem Tov had greatly yearned that he come to him in order that he (the Besht)
impart to him some of his holy spirit. Finally, he was successful in his holy mission and
he became his disciple and our master, the Besht, transmitted to him the underlying
principles of the entire Torah. Sefer Bais Rebbi 1:25
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Sometimes [R. Dov Ber] would speak about the special qualities of his mentor, the Besht.
| heard directly from his holy mouth the following, "Why are you astounded that [the
Besht] had gilui Eliyahu (revelation of Eliyahu HaNavi) and other great sublime levels.”
He then began to hint as to the very nature of the various levels of  gilui Eliyahu, which
congist of many levels, one higher than the next. [Another] time, | heard directly from his
holy mouth that the Besht, of blessed memory, taught him the speech of birds, the speech
of date palms, etc. (See Sukkah 284) and he al so taught him the secret of the holy names
and the yichudim as well as the work, Mayan Chachma. He taught him the explanation of
every word [in that work] and he also showed him the letters and writing of the angels
that are in the Sefer Raziel . He told me that he had taught him all of this because the form
of the alphabet used by one angel is different from that of another, according to the
attribute, degree, and spiritual source of the angel. He who is proficient [in Kabbalah]

will understand what | am saying. He also showed me many names of angels and actually
told me that through these names, [each year,] on the first day of the month of Nissan,
the Besht was able to know which angels were appointed over the world, in order to
know how to deal with them and which measurestotake. R. Shomo of Lutzk, disciple
of the Magid of Mezrich, Prefaceto Magid D'vorov L'Y aakov
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Regarding the verse, "These are the judgments which you shall place before them”
(Exodus 21:1), the Zohar (Mishpatim 94) states, "These are the orders of gilgul
(reincarnation)" etc. On the surface, this seemsto defy explanation; that very same
section goes on to explain the laws of property etc., [which has nothing to do with gilgul].
| heard an explanation, however, that this actually does indeed touch upon matters of
judgment. For instance, in a case when you are sure that a certain party in alawsuit is
innocent and yet the courts, based upon the guidelines of the Torah, find him guilty, and
you wonder, "The Torah istrue and its ways are pleasant, yet is this the truth of Torah
and is thisits pleasantness?,” the answer isthat the person who was unjustly condemned
was actually required to pay the other party in aprevious gilgul. Thelaw of the Torahis
actually now requiring him to pay up adebt from hisformer incarnation. His colleague,
on the other hand, who deceitfully took money from him through guile, will eventually
be brought to justice for what he did. Thisis but one example. Thisiswhat the Zohar is
alluding to in the verse, "These are the judgments’, which is referring to the laws of
property. Even though there are instances that it would seem that [the implementation of
Torah law] is a perversion of the truth, such instances are in truth manifestations of the
system of gilgul. The Creator, who created all the souls, knows the truth about a person's
interpersonal relationships in the previous incarnations. [Based on that,] He puts
everything into motion and conducting the world with kindness, compassion,
righteousness, and justice, He metes out true judgment regarding personal matters
between one man and his colleague or matters of property such as [disputed ownership
of] one man's ox or donkey or anything else that he may own. With this, we have awide
entrance way [to understand some of life's seeming injustices].  Sefer Degel Machneh
Ephraim, Parshas Mishpatim, R. Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sudilkov, a grandson of
the Besht
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After the death of the Besht, the Shechina with her bag of belongings left Medzibezh and
has chosen Mezritch as her home. Reshimos R. Avraham Y aakov of Sadigura
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The holy R. Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov said that after the death of our master, the Besht,
they showed him that the wellsprings of Torah which flowed to the Besht, subsequently
flowed to his disciple, the Magid of Mezritch. Sefer Shivchel HaBesht
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After the death of our master, the Besht, [the Magid] began to reveal the light of the
teachings of his holy master and to spread the teachings of hiswell spring. Many
disciples came (lit. flowed) to him, world class Torah scholars, holy and pure, to whom
he imparted his holy spirit which manifested itself in hisBais Medrash (study hall). [Also
many of his colleagues, fellow disciples of the Besht, would come to him from time to
time to experience his company]. Sefer Bais Rebbi 1:25
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In Mezritch, wewould draw  Ruach Hakodesh (the holy spirit) by the bucket full and
miracles were heaped up under the benches. R. Shneur Zalman of Ladi cited in Bais
Rabbi Chapter 2 note 7
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Who is able to relate the great praises of the heights of holiness of the rabbi, our master,
guide and teacher. One can hardly believe the astonishing miracles which took place as
his prayers and statements were listened to. The Holy One, blessed be He, decreed and he
annuled it. Regarding himisit said (Job 22:28), "And if you decree athing, it will be
fulfilled for you." Our very own eyes beheld the enormously high spiritual levels which
he reached. He was humble and meek. The fear of G-d was constantly visible on hisface
and G-d's glory always rested upon him. Rabbi Shlomo Lutzk, I ntroduction to Maggid
D'vorov L'Yaakov
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Many times | saw with my very own eyes that when [the Magid] opened his mouth to
deliver words of Torah, he appeared to al asif he wasnot at al in thisworld and it was
the Shechina speaking through his throat. At times he used to stop and wait awhilein the
middle of asubject or eveninthe middieof aword. R. Ze'ev Wolf of Zhitomir, Ohr
HaMeir, Parshas Tzav
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When we were in Mezritch with the Maggid, a single utterance sufficed us for along
time. Had we come but to hear that alone, it would have been enough for us, and we
would dwell on it in purity until we would hear a second utterance. R. Avraham of
Kalisk, Kevutzas Y aakov
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R. Yisrael of Kozhnitz said of himself, "Before | merited to stand before my master, the
Maggid, | had studied already eight hundred volumes of Cabbalistic texts. When | came
to the Maggid | realized that | had not even startedtolearn... TheMagid of Mezritch
p. 67
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When | first came to the Bais Medrash [of the Magid], | found him involved in a question
regarding the [halachic status] of alung that had been brought before him. When | heard
the words of Torah that the Rav began to present in the process of issuing a halachic
ruling and the profundity of hislogic and his brilliance in the revealed area of Torah, |
decided to stay some timein Mezritch. Tosphosto Sefer Magid D'vorov L'Y aakov 81

E..... Atfirst, the new sect held the upper hand, and spread over nearly the whole of
Poland, and even beyond. The heads of the sect sent regular emissaries everywhere,
whose duty it was to preach the new doctrine and win converts. Now, the mgjority of the
Polish Jews consists of scholars, that is, men devoted to an inactive and contemplative
life; for every Polish Jew is destined from his birth to be arabbi, and only the greatest
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incapacity can exclude him from that rank. Moreover, this new doctrine was cal culated
to make the way to blessedness easier, inasmuch as it declared that fasts and vigils and
the constant study of the Talmud are not only useless, but even preudicial to that
cheerfulness of spirit which is essential to genuine piety. It wastherefore natural that the
adherents of the doctrine quickly multiplied. The rapid spread of this sect and the favor
with which a great part of the people regarded it may be very easily explained. The
natural inclination to idleness and alife of speculation on the part of the majority, who
from birth are destined to study; the dryness and unfruitfulness of rabbinical studies; the
great burden of the ceremonial law, which the new doctrine promised to lighten and
finally, the tendency to fanaticism and the love of the marvelous, which are nurtured by
this doctrine-these are sufficient to make this phenomenon intelligible.  Autobiography
of Solomon Maimon Chapter 16

F. | could form no accurate idea of the new sect, and did not know what to think of
it, till I met with ayoung man who had already been initiated into the society and had
enjoyed the good fortune of conversing with high personages face to face. This man
happened to be traveling through the town | lived in, and | seized the opportunity of
asking for information on the internal constitution of the society, the mode of admission,
and so forth. The stranger was still in the lowest grade of membership, and consequently
knew nothing about the internal constitution of the society and could give me no
information on the subject. But for the mode of admission, he assured me that that was
the simplest thing in the world. Anyone who felt a desire for perfection, but did not know
how to satisfy it, or wished to remove hindrances to its satisfaction, had only to apply to
the superiors of the society, and eo ipso he became a member. He need not even tell of
his past, as one must do on applying to become a medical doctor; he need say nothing to
these superiors about his moral weakness, his previous character, and matters of that sort,
inasmach as nothing was unknown to the superiors. They could see into the human heart,
and discern al that is concealed in its secret recesses, they could foretell the future, and
bring near things remote.

| could not restrain my astonishment at the exquisite refinement of these thoughts, and,
consequently, | wished nothing so much as the pleasure of becoming a member of this
honorable society. Therefore | resolved to undertake a journey to Mezritch, where the
superior, [R.] Ber, resded. Impatiently, | waited for the close of my term of service,
which still had some weeks to run. As soon as this was finished, instead of going home
(though | was only two miles away), | started at once on my pilgrimage. The journey
extended over some weeks.

At lagt, | arrived at Mezritch, and after having rested from my journey, | went to the
house of the Master with the notion that | could be introduced to him at once. | wastold,
however, that he could not speak to me at the time, but that | was invited to histable on
Sabbath along with the other strangers who had come to visit him; | should then have the
happiness of seeing the saintly man face to face and of hearing the sublimest teachings
out of his own mouth; although this was a public audience, yet, on account of the
individual references which | should find made to myself, | might regard it as a specia
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interview. Accordingly, | wasinvited to this solemn meal and there found alarge number
of respectable men who had gathered together from various quarters. At length, the great
man appeared, his awe-inspiring figure clothed in white satin. Even his shoes and
snuff-box were white, this being among the Kabbalists the color of grace. He greeted
each newcomer with "Sholom". We sat down to the table and, during the meal, a solemn
silence reigned. After the meal was over, the Master struck up a solemn inspiring melody,
held his hand for some time upon his brow, and then began to call out the names and
residences of the guests: Z. of the city of H., M. of the city of R. . . . and so on. Of course,
this created great amazement among all of us. The Master then asked each one to recite
some verse of the Holy Scriptures and everyone did so. Then the Magid preached, and
the text of his sermon consisted of a combination based upon al the stated verses, while
he worked them together with such tremendous skill that it appeared asif they had
formed a single whole. What was still more extraordinary: Each of the guests felt that
there was something in that part of the discourse which related to his verse, specia
references to the facts of hisown spiritual life.. At this, of course, we were greatly
astonished. I bid.
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Only someone who is an accomplished scholar in al areas and whose spirit is all
encompassing, and whose mind is far reaching, can express himself in amanner that is
appropriate to every one of hislisteners. R. Zev Wolf of Zhitomir in the name of his
master, the Magid of Mezritch, S. Ohr HaMeir

VII. A Sample of the Teachings of the Magid
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| heard the following explanation of the verse (Gen. 7:1), "Y ou and your family should
cometo the taiva (ark)," from my Master, the famous Gaon and chasid, R. Dov Ber of
Mezrich: A person should put all of his energy in the study of Torah and prayer in every
taiva (word) which he utters. He should concentrate to such an extent that he ceases all
physica activities. Through the taiva, meaning the spiritual component of the Hebrew
letters, the person clings and becomes connected to the Creator, blessed be His name. If a
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person merits, through his unceasing Divine service, he can direct the words to have the
effect that he so desires. Thislevel isreferred to in the holy Zohar as, Baalah
D'Matrinussa (the husband of the matron). At the beginning of his service, however, the
taiva directs the person to cling to the Creator, blessed be His name, through the
spirituality of the letters. For the letters are attracted to their spiritual source and guide the
person to spirituality. Thisiswhy the word for speech, dibur, also means directing, asin,
"One director or leader dabar for the generation." (Sanhedrin 8a) Thisis because speech
is actually directing the person spiritually. Kedushas Levi, R. Levi Yitzchak of
Berdichev
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And in every movement the Creator isto be found, for it isimpossible to perform any
movement or speech without the power of the Creator, may He be blessed. Thisisthe
meaning of the verse, "The entireworld isfull of hisglory." (Isaiah 6:3) Magid D'vorov
L'Yaakov - Likutet Amorim 38
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A person should consider himself as being nothing and he should totally forget about
himself. When he prays, he should only pray on behalf of the Shechinah. Then he can be
transported to a state which is above time, meaning the world of thought, where
everything, life and death, the sea and dry land, are all one. Magid D'vorov L'Y aakov -
Likutet Amarim 151
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The Talmud compares tzaddikim (the righteous) to a planted tree. Just as when a seedling
of atreeis planted, al the potential that is inherent in the ground is drawn into the seed
and asaresult it eventually bearsfruit, so too tzaddikim in this world draw those nitzotzos
(sparks of G-dliness) which stem from the spiritual source of their respective souls, which
are inherent in everything, and elevate those sparks [to be reconnected] to the Creator,
may He be blessed. Magid D'vorov L'Yaakov - Likutel Amarim 41
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VIII. The Death of the Magid
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Sunday, Parshas Vayeitzei, 5533, Annipal. . . . To the awesome man of G-d, the
renowned Gaon, R. Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev. . .. You should immediately come back
[to the Magid], asthe iliness has become much more severe, and we are each taking turns
serving our Master. He who iswriting with tears and is awaiting G-d's salvation that He
should immediately grant [our Master] a complete recovery. . . . Shneur Zalman b. R.
Baruch. .. Letter from R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi to R. Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev,
Additionsto Magid D'vorov L'Y aakov #190
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| am recording those things as they were told to me by my master, my father, may his
merit protect us, on the eighteenth day of Kislev 5533, one day before his passing, as well
asthe entire conversation that transpired. This all occurred in the presence of three
[witnesses]: Myself, my colleague, the holy Rav R. Y ehudah Leib HaK ohen, and the holy
Rav R. Zalman. My father said the following: My children, remain united. In that way
you will overcome everything; you will continue to progress even further and not, G-d
forbid, regress. An alusion can be found in the verse, "And Heisin one [mind], who can
turn Him back." (Job 23:13) Afterwards, the holy Rav and tzaddik, R. Zusya, aso came.
[The Magid] asked, "Who came in?' R. Zalman answered, "R. Zusya came."

He made a motion with his holy finger that he should approach and he did. He grasped
him with his right hand and said to him, "Y ou Zusya, you are mine in thisworld and
there you will be with me as well, just as the body is connected to the soul." Afterwards,
he asked if the holy R. Mendel of Vitebsk was there. R. Zalman answered that he was
not. He sighed deeply and asked if R. Y ehudah Lelb HaKohen was there and R. Zalman
answered in the affirmative. He looked at him and said the following, "Y ou too will be in
my mechitza (compartment), 'for the lips of the Kohen are to keep daas (knowledge)'
(Malachi 2:4) and | am of the realm of daas. Afterwards he called out, "Zalmina,
Zamina, you will remain aone. | will drag you out, however, from all of your tzoros
(troubles) because for you | truly long." Afterwards, he said the following, "And you dear
Avromenyu, you just keep silent and continue to conduct yourself as you have done until
now. Listen to Zalman and things will go well for you. The most important thing is that
you should not afflict yourself, for asmall defect (lit. hole) in the body causes alarge
defect in the soul - and your soul is something very special." He wished us a good night
and he went to deep. These were hislast words. (signed) Avraham b. R. Dov Ber.
Record of the eventswritten by R. Avraham, the son of the Magid of Mezritch,
Additionsto Magid D'vorov L'Yaakov #191
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The Alter Rebbe (R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi) related the following: When my Master (R.
Dov Ber) departed from this world, the disciples drew lots to decide who amongst them
should merit to participate in the taharah (the purification of the body). Afterwards, there
was a second drawing to decide which of the holy body parts would each one take. It was
my lot to receive his holy head. Additionsto Magid D'vorov L'Yaakov #192
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... On the eighteenth of Kidlev, aday before his death, our master (R. Dov Ber of
Mezrich) told me the following, "Zalmina, Zalmina, do all that you can so that my dear
son, Avromenyu, should succeed me in my position. If, G-d forbid, he does not want to,
then Mendele, the Litvak, should succeed me." . . . Mendele aready told me that in no
way will he agree to sit upon the throne of the L-rd of Host's Malach (angel). . . . | hope
to bask in the pleasantness of your radiance this coming Pesach. Y our eternal disciple.
Shneur Zalman ben Rivkaof Liozna. Letter from R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi to R.
Avraham HaMalach, the son of R. Dov Ber of Mezrich Additionsto Magid D'vor ov
L'Yaakov #192



