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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Under whom did the "Chozeh" of Lublin study?

2. Which disciple of the "Chozeh" was instrumental in
creating a new approach to Hasidism?

3. WhowasR. Simcha Bunim of Pshyskha?
4. Namefive of hisdisciples?

5. Describe the differences in approach between the
Hasidism of R. Elimelech of Lizhensk, R. Shneur
Zaman of Liadi, and R. Menachem Mendel of Kotzk.

This and much more will be addressed in the twelfth
lecture of this series: "In Pursuit of Truth: The Life and
Times of Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotzk".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline,
we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series X Lecture #12

IN PURSUIT OF TRUTH:
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RABBI MENACHEM MENDEL OF KOTZK

l. The "Chozeh" of Lublin
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... The holy mystic, the pride of the generation, the Rav and Hasid who was renowned
throughout the world, our master, R. Yaakov Yitzchak b. R. Avraham Eliezer Hal evi
Hurvitz, of blessed memory, who caused many to repent their sins. Many are those who
walked by hislight. His generation beheld him and rejoiced. Their joy turned to sorrow
on that bitter day, the ninth of Av, 5575 (1815). The epitaph of the" Chozeh" of Lublin
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"And Yaakov left Ber Sheva. . ." (Gen. 28:10) He would impose an oath ( Sheva) on all
those who would pass by and they would resume their trip in sanctity, recognizing the
sanctity that he possessed. On the fifteenth of Adar, the first, in the year 5529 (1769), the
luminaries were taken and the Holy Ark was captured. This Rabbi and Torah scholar,
who was extraordinary in his scholarship and loving kindness, praised by all, R. Y aakov
Kopel b. Klonymous, was asked to join the Heavenly Academy. Theepitaph of R.
Y aakov Kopel of Likov, maternal grandfather of the" Chozeh" of Lublin
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Although you maintain that you are greater than |, because you are a grandson of the Baal
Shem Tov, you must keep in mind that after al, | am the grandson of R. Kopel of Likov.
An exchange between the Chozeh and R. Baruch of Mezhibozh, Sefer Tzadikel
Olam p. 322
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At that time, when | first came to Nicholsburg, | met the holy Rav, R. Yaakov Yitzchak,
who would later become the Rebbi of Lublin. He came from Lantzut and he, like |, was
married for some two years. He would sit in the Y eshivain an unassuming place and, in
contrast to the other bachurim (students), he didn't ask [the Rebbi, R. Shmuel Shmelke,]
any questions. Except for looking at his Rebbi, he didn't look outside of hisfour cubits
and always walked with his eyes towards the ground. | did see, however, that the Rebbi,
R. Shmelke, was very fond of him. Many times | thought of devising some means of
discovering his precise level of scholarship. Once, he came over to me and asked me to
explain to him the pshat (meaning) of a certain Tosefos. | understood then that he was a
giant of Torah scholarship, asthe Tosefos wastruly enigmatic. | had studied, however,
under someone who was an expert in the entire Talmud and he had taught me all of the
Tosephos with the commentary of the Maharsha and we went through al of the difficult
sections. | had integrated all of his teachings, with Hashem's help, and, [as aresult,] | told
him the correct explanation. Afterwards he told me, " Yasher Kochacho" (thank you) and
heleft. | didn't have the merit of ever hearing anything from him. . . . He was connected
(dovek) to Hashem in an extraordinary manner and his face was radiant with joy. After
two years he told me that he was planning to return home and we both went to our Rebbi
to receive permission to take leave of him. He blessed us and granted us permission. R.

Y aakov Yitzchak then asked him, "Please tell me what | should be studying in my
house." Hereplied, " Sefer Etz Chaim by R. Chaim Vital." ... R. Shlomo of Kashanov,
Memoirsof R. Manli Sofer, " Shloshah Edrel Tzon" pp. 9-10
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| heard from R. Shlomo Licht, the Av Bais Din of Piask, that when the Rebbi, [R. Y aakov
Yitzchak], was still in Lantzut, he would often visit R. Elimelech of Lizhensk. Whenever
he would come, R. Elimelech would run out to himand say, " Baruch Haba etc." Sefer
Ohel Elimelech #126

E.
X 7IRTD 7P°D X271 D7 NI3IVA VYA DADW M WX TV 37D NIvIa INWITP IWR PUIX WO

INIPT NYHW 77797 TomOR M OOPRR WOR 297 17ATIRD Y1707 POXR 29pN00 WK
XI7 RN™IINT 123 0°DDINOAT OV 277 IWDRA N KOW IRM 71T INWITR 0
12*1 798 nwH naReN 0 7% RANIMPT

Thereisa tzaddik whose sanctity is so intense that it isimpossibe for someone who has
the slightest spiritual flaw, caused by some uncorrected sin, to come closeto him. Itis
well known that it was not possible for visitors to speak to our master, the man of G-d, R.
Elimelech, zIh"h, in his old age. It was the Torah [which permeated his very being] that
made him so agitated. R. Shlomo of Radomsk, S Tiferes Shlomo, Par shas Vayelech
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After the passing of the holy author of the "Noam Elimelech”, his disciples wanted to
accept upon themselves his brother, R. Zusha, to be their Rebbi. He told them, "Itis
written, 'And ariver flowed from Eden to irrigate the garden. From there it separated into
four head waters.' (Gen. 2:10) It is known that the Torah is eternal. For that reason we
must find hints that are applicable to all generations. [In that sense,] Eden refersto the
Baal Shem Tov, Z"l. Theriver which flowed from Eden refersto his disciple, the great
Magid of Mezritch. Heirrigated the garden, which refers to my brother, R. Elimelech, of
blessed memory. It separated into four head waters refers to his four disciples: 1) The
holy Rabbi of Lublin, [R. Yaakov Yitzchak,] 2) the Magid of Koznitz, [R. Yisrad,] 3) R.
Mendele of Riminov, 4) the holy Rabbi of Apta, [R. Avraham Y ehoshua Heshel].  Sefer
" Ohd Naftali" p. 373, quoted in " HaY achas MiChernoble" Chapter 23:3
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When war broke out between Russia and Poland in the year 1794, the daughter of R.
Ephraim Zalman [Margolios, the head of the Jewish community of Lublin,] together with
her husband and their small son were in Warsaw by his renowned relative by marriage,
Berko Bergson, the son of Shmuel Zbytkower. WWhen news reached L ublin of the Russian
conquest of Warsaw and the massacre of its Jewish population [by the Cossaks], R.
Ephraim Zalman was besides himself with misgivings concerning the welfare of his
daughter. R. Ephraim, [who was not a Hasid,] asked of R. Moshe Y otchis to travel to our
master, the clairvoyant, who lived, at the time, in Chechov, to inquire about his daughter's
welfare. R. Moshe told him, "Let's travel together." When our master read the note
(kvittel) he got up from his seat and drew near to the window and said, "On R. Shmuel's
head is shining a great light, for he has saved thousands of Jews from death. Y our
daughter and son-in-law are fine." From that time on, R. Ephraim became afervent Hasid
of our master together with his son-in-law, R. Meir, who was referred to in Lublin by his
father-in-law's name: Reb Meir Reb Zaman's.HaChozeh MiLublin (Alfas) p. 47
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Once, | spent the Yom Tov (holiday) of Sukkos with that man of G-d, R. Y aakov
Yitzchak, zt"l. Right before Hallel, he left for the Sukkah in order to makethe  brachah
(benediction) over the arba minim (four species). All of the congregants, including
myself, followed him out to the Sukkah. The  tzaddik was trembling with fright before
making the brachah, displaying atremendous sense of urgency and making pronounced
bodily movements. [ This preparation] lasted for about an hour. The throngs that were
there were looking at each other, for they thought that this was the essence [of the
ceremony] and they imagined that they were reaching great levelsof  yireh (the fear of
G-d). They too shook with trembling and sweat, in a manner which they felt to be
appropriate. |, however, sat on abench and didn't attempt to make this non essential
ceremony into something essential. | just waited until the confusion and fright came to an
end and | stood up to get agood look at the way he uttered his brachah. Thereis no way
to describe the great spiritual level which he reached at thetime he madethe  brachah.
Sefer Likutei Maharil, R. Yehudah Lelb of Zakilkov, ParshasYisro
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When | was young, | had a desire to compose a commentary to Seder Kodoshim . . .
Afterwards, because of the pressing demands of the Jewish community, those who came
to me for advice and others who came to me for my prayers and intercession, it became
impossible for me to devote myself to that project, and | was afraid to push them away, as
Hashem had assisted me in my efforts to benefit the Jewish community. ... R. Yaakov
Yitzchak, the" Chozeh" of Lublin, Approbation to Sefer Tzon Kodoshim
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Our eyes beheld the revered Admor, the holy Rav R. Yaakov Yitzchak, z'l, as he was
reading the names of the people who wrote to him. He would concentrate using his holy
clairvoyant powers and sense whether the actions of these people were pure and correct
or whether the opposite, G-d forbid. Sefer 1gra D'Pirka, R. Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov
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Thefirst twelve days of Nissan, the daysthat the Nissiim (princes of the tribes) brought
their korbonos (sacrifices), contain within themselves the power of the entire twelve
months of the year. Each day represents amonth. . . . Every day, [during the first days of
Nissan,] the revered Admor, the holy Rav R. Yaakov Yitzchak would write down, using
his holy clairvoyant powers, what would occur during the whole month, [which that day
represented]. As was well known within our holy group, the year that he was asked to
join the Heavenly Academy, in the month of Menachem [Av], he only wrote up to the
month of Menachem [Av]. Thisfactiswell known. ... Sefer Igra D'Callah, Parshas
Pekudei, R. Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov

Il. The Y ehudi HaK adosh
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By the name of "Y ehudi" (Yid), was he known throughout the world, because of his great
sanctity and purity. The congregation of Israel gathered around him to learn the fear of
Hashem and His Torah. [ They were afraid] to draw close to him, as his face radiated light
like that of the suninitsfull brightness. Through the power of his holy clairvoyance did
he bestow the light of hisfear of G-d and his Torah to al who came to take shelter under
the shade of hisroof. He knew the secrets of the Torah and all of the mysteries of the
wisdom were revealed to him. Hewas apure tzaddik (saint) through his Divine service
and hisfear of G-d. He was a Gaon amongst Gaonim in his Torah and wisdom. Only a
wise man and prophet can truly assess and sing his praises. His merit will continually
protect us, the radiance of the light of Israel will continue to shine and will bring an
overflow of goodness to the house of Israel, through his immense sanctity. Behold he was
the Rav, the great Divine luminary, the tzaddik who isthe foundation of the world, the
master of the entire Diaspora, the most esteemed of the lion of G-d (Temple), the lamp of
Israel, the rightmost pillar, the pride of the generation, the holy one of Hashem, the
revered and holy R. Yaakov Yitzchak, who is called by all, the"Y ehudi" (Jew), ztlh"h.
May his soul be bound up with the soul of life. He passed away on the third day of Chol
HaMoed Sukkos, 5574 (1813). Epitaph of the" Y ehudi”
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| heard from the holy mouth [of the holy Rav R. Simcha Bunim of Pshyskha] regarding
the Rebbi of Lublin (Chozeh) that he hid his true self from the world so that they
wouldn't see the high spiritual levelsthat he had attained. The Rav, the Y ehudi, z'l, hid
himself through the peshatim and pilpulim (explanations and analytic discourses) which
he continually told those who would come to him. Sefer Niflaos HaY ehudi
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HaRav HaGaon R. Pesachiah Hornblass, of blessed memory, dayan and moreh tzedek
(Rabbinic judge and legal authority) in Warsaw, said that he had heard the following
story from the holy Rabbi, R. Yaakov of Radzmin: After the death of our holy master of
Kotzk, when our master (the author of the Chidushel HaRim), zt"l, began to lead his holy
congregation, R. Yaakov of Radzmin came to visit him. Our master, zt"l, complained to
him that leading a community took away from his study of nigleh (Talmud). He saw that
one needs two separate senses [in order to lead a Hasidic congregation]: A sense for the
revealed Torah (Talmud) and a sense for Hasidus (the esoteric Torah). Our master
concluded that only the holy Y ehudi, zt"l, merited that neither one of these senseswas
diminished by the other. Sefer Maor Einel HaGolah #71
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. . . Everything that Hashem created in this world was made in order to bring Him honor.
Even the worst character traits were created by Him for that purpose, for each one of
them can be used to serve the Creator, asiswell known. | heard the following in the
name of the"Y ehudi", zt"I: What benefit is there in heresy, G-d forbid? He said that a
heretical attitude is beneficial in the fulfillment of charity. Y ou have to be convinced that
the poor man may dieif you don't provide for him. ... Sefer BaisYaakov, R. Yaakov
Aaron, Av BaisDin of Alexander
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A trusted person said that he heard the following directly from our master (R. Yitzchak
Meir of Gur), zt"I: The world is making a mistake when they say that the reason the

Y ehudi's teeth fell out was due to his asceticism. | know that it's not so. It didn't come
from hisfasting and self denial. All of histeeth fell out because he said these two words:
Baruch Ata (Blessed are Y ou Hashem) with great fear and trembling. Sefer Meir Einel
HaGolah #76
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Our master, [the author of the Chidushel HaRim, R. Yitzchak Meir of Gur] zt"l, said in
the name of the Y ehudi, zt"l, that he ordered his descendants to never boast that they
were descended from him. Only at the time they were in involved in making a match for
one of their descendants could they pride themselves about the following three things: 1)
From the time he reached intellectual maturity, he never ceased from picturing the Divine
Name from before his eyes. 2) Hewasfit to communicate Divine prophecy, had the
generation so merited. 3) Through the power of his studies and discourses, he was able to
annul a negative decree that had been made to stand for seventy years, [the lifetime of a
person]. Our master used to say that just speaking about the Y ehudi's sanctity and
greatness has the miraculous power to bring one closer to the fear of Heaven. Meir Einei
HaGolah #73
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Our master, [R. Menachem Mendel of Kotzk] zt"l, said in the name of the holy Y ehudi,
zt"|, that every single day, when he would recite the brachah - shelo assani goi, he would
feel asif hewas transformed from being a non Jew to becoming a Jew. Sefer Emes
V'Emunah p. 97
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The following statement of our master, [the author of the Chidushei HaRim, R. Yitzchak
Meir of Gur] zt"l, iswell known: The reason he was called "Y ehudi" is based upon a
passage in the gemorain Megilla 13awhich states that the reason Mordechai was called
"Yehudi" is because he repudiated idolatry, for anyone who deniesidolatry is called
"Yehudi". Our master said that it refers to someone who not only repudiatesidolatry
itself but anything remotely connected to idolatry. For instance, the Tamud states
(Shabbos 105b) that anyone who harbors anger is considered an idolater. Similarly, there
is astatement (Sota 4b) that anyone who is prideful is considered an idolater. Thisaso
applies to other repulsive character traits. The holy Y ehudi, zt"l, was extremely careful to
guard himself from any bad character trait, to the utmost extent that it is possible within
human limits. That iswhy he was called, "Y ehudi”, for he repudiated idolatry and
anything connected to it. Meir Einei HaGolah #74
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The reason he merited to be called, "Y ehudi" is because this name isindicative of one's
level of faith, as our Sages said (Megilla13a), "Why was Mordechai called 'Y ehudi'?
because he repudiated idolatry, for anyone who deniesidolatry isreferred to as'Y ehudi'.”
Even though the holy Y ehudi was a tremendous genius, nonetheless, he wasn't involved
in any philosophical inquiries. His entire approach and his studies were based upon faith.

Sefer Derech Tzaddikim, Chapter 5 #28, in the name of R. Meir Sholom of Kalshin
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[Rav Shlomo HaK ohen of Radomsk, zt"|,] related that his father once went with him to
Peshiskhato the Y ehudi in the year 1810 when he was nine years old. The Y ehudi gave
his Torah discourse by the tisch (table) with very great emotion. He turned to acertain
guest from Russia, adisciple of R. Baruch of Mezhibozh, a grandson of the Baal Shem
Tov, may their merit protect us, and said to him, "Y our Rebbi is happy with himself
today for having grasped a new [spiritual] concept. When you go back home, tell him that
| am aready familiar with that concept, for along time." Afterwards, he recited the last
verse of Koheles: In conclusion, everything has been heard: Fear G-d, and keep his
mitzvos, for thisis the whole duty of man, and said, "The meaning of the verseis that
after grasping all the concepts that one is capable of grasping and after achieving all of
the [possible] spiritual levels, [one is capable of achieving], a person should begin to
become asimple Jew." Sefer HaHasdus, R. Aaron Marcus
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Our master, the Y ehudi, z'l, of Pshyskha, is quoted to have said, "Repent! Repent! Hurry
and repent, for the time is short and the redemption is not going to be delayed!" Sefer
Teferes Shlomo HaK ohen of Radomsk
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The author of the Chidushel HaRim, zt"l, said in the name of the holy Y ehudi, may his
merit protect us, that the seal of the Holy One, blessed be He, is truth (Shabbos 55a)
because no one could forge it. For if they forgeit, it isno longer true. Sefer Likutei
Y ehudah
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"All my bones shall say, L-rd, whoisliketoyou, ..." (Psaims 35:10) Once, R. Simcha
Bunim, may his merit protect us, was asked regarding his custom of praying after the
proper time. He said in the name of the holy Y ehudi, ztllh"h, there are specific limbs
within the body which still remain asleep even after a person has been aroused from his
slumber. Prayer has to be performed in fulfillment of the verse, "All my bones shall say
...". Therefore he waits until all of them have become aroused. . . . On one occasion he
related that R. Meir, ztvk"l, of Apta, asked him about the lateness of prayer and he
replied, "It iswritten [in the Siddur,] 'Always let a person be G-d fearing privately and
publicly, acknowledge the truth, speak the truth within his heart and arise early and
proclaim . . . ' Someone who possesses all of these traits can ‘arise early and proclaim' -
pray early in the morning." The words of the wise find grace. Sefer Kol M evaser
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"I pleaded with Hashem at that time . . ." (Deut. 3:23) The verse states, "at that time" and
not, "any time". This teaches us that a person shouldn't say, "I don't have the proper frame
of mind to daven (pray) and | won't daven right now but only when | get into the mood.
Then I'll daven properly and correctly!" Rather, a person should daven during the proper
time, no matter what the circumstances. R. Naftali of Ropshitz, Sefer Zera K odesh
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1. Rabbi Bunim of Pshyskha
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We have heard many wonderful reports about him by the Rabbis of the communitiesin
which he visited and lectured. . . . For many years | have heard about his reputation while
[l still lived] in Poland, the land of his birth. Heis a great preacher and lecturer, seeksthe
betterment of his people, and hiswords are pleasant. . .. R. Yechezkel Landau, author
of the Noda BiYudah. Approbation to thework, "Eretz Tzvi" by R. Tzvi Hirsch, the
Preacher of Voidedav, the father of R. Simcha Bunim of Pshyskha
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| have not included in this work any explanation which is based upon complex reasoning
(charifus). My approach has always been to resolve complex problemsin asimple
straightforward manner, built upon foundations which are made up of understandable and
logical postulates, in away where normal human intelligence will testify to their veracity.
Prefaceto awork authored by R. Tzvi Hirsch, the Preacher of Voideslav, the father
of R. Simcha Bunim of Pshyskha
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[R. Simcha Bunim used to say,] "Through my knowledge of medicine | learned to heal
the Jewish soul: Any medication which needs to be weighed by an accurate scale hasto
be administered in an exact dose. [Even] an extradrop [of medication] can cause
irreparable damage. . . . Most certainly, adrop of pride has the power to destroy and
contaminate a Jewish soul." [He also added,] "Just as one has to be meticulous with the
[correct] combination of ingredients that make up a medication, so that they heal the
body and are not injurious, so too one has to be meticulous when it comes to offering a
remedy for theills of the soul." HaRebbi Rebbi Bunim MiPshyskha," p. 80
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Once, while R. Bunim was in Lublin to see the "Chozeh", ztvkllh"h, he paid avisit to the
Gaon, R. Ezriel, zt"l, [the Chief Rabbi of the city,] who was known by all as™ Der
Eizener Kop" (one who possessed a head of iron - i.e. brilliance). [Although it was public
knowledge that he was a fierce opponent to the approach of the "Chozeh", nonetheless,
he enjoyed a warm relationship with the holy Y ehudi and R. SimchaBunim.] " Der
Eizener Kop" asked R. Simcha Bunim to explain a passage in the Zohar regarding the
verse (Psalms 145:18), "Hashem is close to all that call upon Him, to those who call upon
him sincerely.” [The Zohar states,] "It ismissing a"vov" becauseit isone." R. Simcha
Bunim explained the passage asfollows: Every verse of this psalm is composed of two
parts. . . The second part always beginswith a"vov". It would only make sense that the
second half of this versetoo, "to those who call upon him sincerely” should start with a
"vov", but it doesn't. Why? The reason is because this verse, in contrast to the other
verses, isa single unit. The explanation of the verse is that Hashem is close to al those
that call upon Him only when they are truly sincere. Give this some thought. Sefer Kol
M evaser
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| am terror stricken! Not only do they not act respectfully with their peers, they also
denigrate those that are older than they and consider it agreat mitzvah to call someone by
adisgraceful nickname. . . They shamelessly violate the laws of the Shulchan Aruch by
shooting sharp verbal missilesto denigrate Torah scholars. .. Letter sent toR. Simcha
Bunim by HaRav HaGaon R. Eliezer Tzvi Hirsch Charlap. R. Simcha Bunim
replied to him on the 16th of Chesvan, 1825, pledging to remedy the situation.
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"I can testify that R. Bunim was the pinnacle of my father's heart and the apple of his
gye." Testimony of R. Yerachmiel, the son of the Yehudi, " HaRebbi Rebbi Bunim
MiPshyskha," p. 140
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Once, | heard from R. Simcha Bunim, may his merit protect us, that a person should have
aRebbi in thisworld as well as a Rebbi from the supernal world. | understood then that
he was referring to the Maharal of Prague, z'l, because he had just told me how he had
visited his grave site in Prague and said that when he learns any passage from the works
of the Maharal right before davening (prayers), his prayers flowed and were expressive.
... He also told me that he (R. Simcha Bunim) had authored the Mivchar Peninimin a
previous incarnation. Sefer Kol Mevaser Part |1
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The holy Rav, R. Yaakov Aryeh of Radzmin, may his merit protect us, said the
following: On the day that R. Simcha Bunim, the Rebbi of Pshyskha, passed away, on the
twelfth of Elul, he told me that after the passing of each person, when they bring him to
judgment, he has the right to request that his"Rebbi" (master) of the supernal world
should be hisjudge. "I," he continued, "feel that any greatnessthat | achieved is due to
the teachings of the holy Zohar. Through the enthusiasm that it generated did | become a
'Rebbi' (Hasidic master).” The holy Rebbi of Radzmin continued on and said: Once, |
recited to the Rebbi, R. [Simcha] Bunim, z"l, the Zohar of Parshas Pinchas. He told me to
repeat it and said, "I have pity for you, otherwise | would have asked you to recite it for
me yet athird time, for all of your important matters are clarified there." The Radzminer
Rebbi, commented, "l am afraid that | may pass away on Parshas Pinchas." [Which
actually did occur.] Rebbi [Simcha] Bunim, [on his death bed] then told me, "[When |
leave this world and they take me before the Heavenly court,] | will choose Rabbi

Shimon bar Y ochal, [the author of the Zohar,] as my judge. So | shouldn't forget this, |
have chose the following verse as a mnemonic, 'Mibasary echzeh E-loha' (From my flesh
do | see Hashem - Job 19:26) which are the first letters (out of order) of Mori Rabbi
Shimon bar Yochai." 1bid.
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"Even the sinners of Israel are full of mitzvos like a pomegranate.” (Chagigah 27a) The
explanation is that even though a person can be full of mitzvos like a pomegranate heis
still apt to be asinner. The reason is because his motives are not acceptable. His mitzvos
are based upon a crumbling foundation. Rabbi [Simcha] Bunim, that holy wise man
added the following: The only way of serving Hashem successfully is through wisdom
and understanding. An axe will not overpower the yetzer (evil inclination) nor will
screams outwit him. A fool will cook here and only produce poisonous cereal. He will

not meet any success. Inthe fina analysis, what are al the positive commandments of the
Torah if not the commandment: Become wise! And what are the negative commandments
if not the commandment: Don't be afool! Wisdom and understanding can only be
grasped through the study of Torah. Look at the works of the Maharal of Prague or any of
the Medieva Jewish philosophers. It is possible to draw from them an abundance of
understanding and knowledge. A river that stops flowing once in seventy yearsis referred
to as being "unreliable waters." Wisdom that doesn't draw its source from the
wellsprings of eternity (Torah) is not wisdom. Sefer BaisKotzk p. 25
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[R. Menachem Mendel of Kotzk said the following:] The Rebbi of Lublin (the Chozeh)
was multicolored (multifaceted) like the tachash. He bequeathed a different shade to each
one of hisdisciples. To this one he bequeathed Torah, to that one mitzvos, to another one
asterling character. The essential trait of the Rebbi, however, was his fear of Heaven.
Thisiswhat my Rebbi of Pshyskhainherited. Siach Sarphei Kodesh p. 9
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The Gaon, the author of the" Chidushel HaRim", of Gur, said: Until Pshyskha, Hasidus
was a commentary on the teachings of the Baal Shem Tov. From Pshyskha and on,
Hasidus will be acommentary on the teachings of Pshyskha. Der Kotzker Rebbi p. 495
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Until Kotzk, there were two types of bonds between the Rebbi and the Hasid. Some see
the Tzaddik in the form of atree trunk and those that are connected to him as branches.
There are thick branches and thin branches; branches close to the trunk and branches far
removed. But they all derive their life source from the tree trunk. It is the tree trunk that
supportsall of those that are connected to it. Any small separation between the branch
and the tree trunk will cause the branch to dry up and fall off. Inasimilar vein, isthe soul
of the Hasid connected to the soul of the Rebbi and submerged init. Thisis a beautiful
anaogy for those Admorim to whom masses of Hasidim cling. There are other groups for
whom the Tzaddik could be compared to atorch and those that cling to him can be
compared to flaming candles which were lit by the torch. The candle is not connected to
the torch in the same way that a branch is connected to atree trunk, it produces light
through its own power. The power of the torch, however, is concealed in the candle, for
the torch was the original source of flame. The Rebbi, in thismodel, isamentor and a
source of inspiration and influence; his student isthe recipient of thisinfluence. The
source of thelight of the candle comes from the torch. But even after they are separated,
however, it is able to keep on burning on its own power. Thisis afitting analogy for the
Admorim of Chabad. In Kotzk, however, the Rebbi can be compared to a bellows which
fans the spark and ignites ssimmering coals. The flameis created by itself. The bellows
are only a catalyst to ignite the flame. Sefer Sneh Boair MiKotzk p. 191
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| heard from his disciples, that right before the passing of the Rebbi R. [Simcha] Bunim,
may his merit protect us, he heard that his wife, Rivkeh, of blessed memory, was crying.
He asked her, "Why are you crying? The entire goal of my life was to train myself to
die." Thisiswhat the Admor of Pshyskha, z'l, said. The essential goal of lifeisto reach
the level of the departure of the soul [and its merging with the spiritual world]. Sefer Kol
Simcha, Part ||
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The following are from the most prominent disciples of R. SimchaBunim: 1) R. Yisrael
Yitzchak of Wurka 2) R. Menachem Mendel of Kotzk 3) R. Yaakov Aryeh of Radzmin
4) R. Yitzchak Meir of Gur 5) R. Alexander Zushe of Plotzk 6) R. Shraga Feive of
Gritza 7) R. Chanoch Henach of Alexander 8) R. Avraham Moshe of Pshyskha 9) R.
Shmuel Shinover 10) R. Mordechai Y osef of |zhbitzah. Sefer Tzaddikei Olam p. 494

V. R. Menachem Mendel of Kotzk
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The city of Goray conceived and bore him, the city of Tomoshav brought up her delight.
Woeto me, says Kotzk, for her precious instrument islost! (see Megila 6a) Here, that
man of G-d, cast off his cloak, the Rav and Gaon, our master, mentor and teacher, the
breath of our nostrils, the anointed of G-d, the prince of Torah, the wellsprings of
understanding, the deep source of knowledge, the leader of Gaonim, the holy of holies,
the pillar of the world and its wonder, its chariot and riders, our great master, the lion of
G-d (the Temple), the light of Israel, the mentor of all of the scholars and tzaddikim of the



Series X 17 Lecture #12

generation. He was like an angel of the L-rd of H-sts. Holy and awesome was the name
of our mentor and teacher, Menachem Mendel, whose soul now restsin the treasure
house of Heaven, the son of R. Y ehudah, zIh"h. Behold through the sins of the
generation, his soul longed to join his holy roots and he returned his soul to G-d on the
fifth day of the Seder - El Moshe Omar Aleh El Hashem (Hetold Moshe to ascend unto
G-d - Parshas Mishpatim), on the twenty second of Shevat, in the year [which has the
numerical value of the verse:] Oi No Ki Nilkach Aron E-lohim (Woeisit for the Ark of
G-d has been taken from us - 5619 - 1859). May his merit provide protection up until the
final generation and may he protect them and al of Israel their brethren.  Epitaph of R.
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk
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"I hate falsehood even when | sit down by the gemara.” Saying of R. Menachem

Mendel of Kotzk, Sefer Tzaddikel Olam p. 574
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When | was young, my teachers, of blessed memory, taught me the ways of pilpul
(casuistry). When | wasten, | adready authored chidushim- Torah novellae (new Torah
insights). Afterwards, when | entered the inner sanctum of my master, my father in law,
zt"l, of Kotzk, the source of wisdom and understanding, | learned from him the [true]
approach to Tamudic research and analysis and what really deservesto be called Torah
novellae and that pilpulim are not true novellae. The special supervision that he gave me
with a perceptive eye is beyond belief. This extended to determining the direction of my
studies and novellae. . . . He also greatly admonished me to concentrate on profoundly
understanding the peshat (simple meaning) of the text similar to the Maharsha (R.
Shmuel Aidels) and the Maharshashach (R. Shmuel Shatten HaKohen). HaRav HaGaon
R. Avraham Borenstein of Sochatchov, son-in-law of R. Menachem Mendel of Kotzk
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R. Menachem Mendel of Kotzk told his son-in-law, R. Avraham of Sochatchov the
following: When | first visited the holy "Chozeh" of Lublin, even though | was still very
young, he honored me greatly and sent his attendant to where | was staying to personally
invite meto come daven (pray) inhis minyan. The minyan was made up of the elite
members of his holy brotherhood. Afterwards | had to work very strenuously, over many

years, until | removed the last vestiges of the impression of that honor. Sefer Niflaos
HaY ehudi
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"I quickly passed through the dua challenges (lit. hotels) of jealousy and desire. | swiftly
took leave of them. With the third challenge, however, of honor, | struggled so fiercely
until 1 imagined that my blood vessels were bursting.” R. Menachem Mendel of K otzk,
Sefer BaisKotzk, p. 58
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"In Tomashov | wanted to have no more than two or three hundred Hasidim, giants [of
spirit] like the Baal Shem Tov, yet so unassuming that they would be willing to [endure
extreme poverty and] dress with cabbage leaves on their head, instead of a hat, and fasten
straw around their waists instead of a belt, and loudly cry out, "The world and all that'sin
it belongs to Hashem.™ R. M enachem Mendel of Kotzk, Sefer Tzaddikei Olam p. 579
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R. Yitzchak Meir of Gur told R. Chanoch Henach of Alexander, "Just as there were blasts
of sounds and lightening when the Torah was given at Mount Sinai, so, too, there were
blasts of sounds and lightening in Tomashov." Sefer Meir Einel HaGolah p. 96
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"A person is commanded to do two things: Not to fool himself and not to imitate others.”
R. Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, Sefer Sneh Boair B'Kotzk p. 206
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"If I am |, and you are you, then | am | and you are you. But if | am you and you are me,
than neither | am | nor you are you!" R. Menachem Mendd of Kotzk, Ibid. p. 207
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An elder Hasid of Kotz related: It is not easy to describe what was in Kotzk. The trip was
as difficult as splitting the Red Sea. There was no money for travel expenses and our
group traveled by foot. We truly felt united and had but one burning desire: To reach
Kotzk and to greet the Rebbi. It was asif we al merged together into a single person with
asingle heart. The enthusiasm and unity lifted up our feet. The entire way was steeped
with spiritual delight, akin to the pilgrims who came to Jerusalem on the holidays. When
we arrived in Kotzk, however, we were seized with anguish, for the Rebbi kept himself
secluded during hislatter years. Often, his door would be closed for weeks on end and he
wouldn't greet anyone. The anguish was immense. Everyone walked around depressed,
each one making a cheshbon hanefesh (personal accounting) searching their whole being
for their spiritual flaws. We dl cried to ourselves, blaming our shortcomings on the
Tzaddik's refusal to see us. Eventually, with Hashem's help, we merited to be greeted by
the Tzaddik.. He stuck out his hand and shot at us a darting glance. We fdt asif he
stabbed ared hot spit through all our limbs. Aswe left his room, we felt asif our being
was completely negated. but we also felt spiritua joy and [celebrated] by enjoying a meal
together. Sefer Tzaddikel Olam p. 580
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"I can testify that up until the very last second of hislife, the Rebbi served Hashem with
the enthusiasm of ayouth just beginning Divine service." Testimony of R. Tzvi Hirsch
of Tomashov, Sefer Tzaddikel Olam p. 584



