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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What happened to those Marranos who did not
escape?

2. Which Hebrew words were still preserved by them?

3. Describe those aspects of the Passover celebration still
preserved by the Marranos.

4. What was the Hebrew name of Beatrice de Luna?
Who did she marry?

5. How wasDon Yosef Nas related to her?

This and much more will be addressed in the twelfth lecture
of this series: "Don Y osef Nasi and the Return of the
Marranos'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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Thisistheresponsum of R. Moshe of Trani in regardsto a case when two for ced
converts (anusim) got married according to the laws of theland and the conditions
that they madein their ~ Kesubah. At the time of death, however, the husband
ordered that the property be divided in a different manner: The question in
particular isregarding a certain man, Reuven (Francisco (Tzemach) Mendes), one of the
anusimwho was forcibly converted subsequent to the Spanish decree. He married a
woman by the name of Chanah (Beatrice da Luna-Gracia) while therein exile (Lisbon,
Portugal). They agreed at the time of marriage that if he would die in her lifetime, the
property would be divided in half: half to her and half to any sons and daughters that he
would have. . .. The law which applied equally to all of the citizensin the realm was that
the person on his death bed had the right to reapportion his property and give away a
third of his property to whom ever he desires from the half that was designated for the
children. The half that was designated for the wife as well as two thirds of the half of the
children could in no way be reapportioned. . . . After some years, Reuven passed away in
that country (Portugal) amongst Gentiles, leaving one daughter from his wife Chanah,
whose name was Sarah (Briandina-Reyna). The deceased had a younger brother whose
name was Shimon (Diogo-Meir) who lived in Flanders (Antwerp) [While he was alive],
Shimon served as his commercial agent, investing all that was sent him. Reuven at the
time of his death made awill . . . [leaving considerable property to Shimon]. After some
time, Chanah [left Portugal] and came to her brother-in-law in Flanders together with her
daughter Sarah and Chanah's sister, Rivkah (Brianda de Luna-Maka Reyna). [After their
arrival,] Shimon married Rivkah and had a daughter named Dina (Beatrizina-Gracia). It
was then that Chanah asked Shimon to write out and personally sign a detailed list of her
deceased husband's assets. Shimon agreed and wrote out on the back side of her
husband's will a detailed description of the properties. In addition, he wrote that he
owned, according to the terms of will of his deceased brother, half of all of the property
and that Chanah and Sarah owned the other half. Afterwards, Chanah asked Shimon that
he either [leave Flanders and] accompany her to Alimania (northern Italy) or to some
other place or that he give her her share of the property. Shimon wrote a document to that
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effect and promised that he would travel with her within the year and if for some reason
he couldn't he would give her her share of the property as was specified in Reuven's will.
Before the year came to a close, Shimon passed away. At his deathbed, he made a will
and said that half of all the property belonged to him, as Reuven had specified in hiswill.
From his half, the alimony that he promised his wife Rivkah at the time of marriage
should be paid. All of therest should be given to his only child, his daughter Dina. . . .
After Shimon died, the Emperor decreed that the accounting books and all of the
properties [of the Mendes family] be seized and expropriated since [there was evidence
that] Shimon had been guilty of secretly practicing Judaism. Expropriation of property
was the punishment meted out to all Judaizers. Chanah, the trustee of her brother-in-law's
property, was forced to spend enormous sumsin order that the Emperor [drop the case
and] not seize Shimon's property. . . . During this period, she also granted the Emperor a
large loan in order to appease him. After two years, when the Emperor had finally repaid
hisloan, after much effort and expense on her part, Chanah, her daughter Sarah, her sister
Rivkah, and her niece Dinah, all left Flanders and cameto Italy. . . . Thiswas done out of
fear that the Emperor might accuse them of other allegations. When the Emperor found
out that they had fled together with all of their property, he was incensed and gave an
order that any property within his realm belonging to the four named women should be
seized, for they were all Judaizers. Because of this, Chanah was forced to distribute
enormous sumsin order to keep the Emperor away from their property. . . . After they
cameto Venice, Rivkah, her sister, told the government and judicia courts of Venice
how her sister, Chanah, and her niece, Sarah, wish to go to Turkey and openly practice
Judaism. Since she and her daughter Dina wish to remain Catholicsin Venice, she
wanted to be named the trustee of the estate of her daughter Dina. Both sisters came to
court to settle thisissue. Chanah retorted that her deceased brother-in-law, Shimon, had
appointed her sole trustee over all of the property and he absolutely did not want his wife
Rivkah to have anything to do [with the business], aswas evident in hiswill. . . . In
addition, during this time there occured the following incident: Rivkah, the wife of the
aforementioned Shimon, commanded [her agent] to take possession of alarge part of the
family's holdings in France, claiming that they belonged to her daughter Dinah. She
appointed as her agent a Frenchman, a descendant of the evil Esau, someone who was
recognized by all asbeing atotally depraved individual and an informer against Jews.
This person was not satisfied by what he was being paid for his efforts by Rivkah, the
wife of Shimon, and, as aresult, he returned to France and informed the government that
the two sisters and their daughters were clandestine Jews. Chana (Gracia) was forced to
expend enormous amounts of money in order counter these charges as well asto regain
the French properties [that were taken from her by Rivkah]. All of this was done through
the advice of Avraham and Y osef. Furthermore, Chanah had to spend very large sums of
money to get the charges and Rivkah's claim [in Venice] dismissed. She also had to pay
moniesin order to be released from jail, as they had her imprisoned out of fear that she
would escape. . . . Now, Chanah (Gracia), the wife of Reuven, and Sarah her daughter
have come to seek refuge under the wings of the Shechina to the kingdom of Turkey [to
openly practice Judaism] and have come to ask regarding all of the above. . . . [She
claimsthat] although from the time of Reuven's death she was aware of hiswill, her
silence did not indicate her acquiescence to her late husband's will, as the bulk of the
assetswere in Shimon's hands. She was afraid that if she protested the will, her
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brother-in-law would then take the initiative and summarily take the portion that his
deceased brother had allotted him. Second of all, she was not aware of the extent of the
holdings that actually belonged to Shimon. She had only became aware of the fact that
Shimon's own assets were only a small portion of the total holdings after the death of
Shimon. Had she known that her late husband actually owned the vast majority of the
partnership, asit only became known much later, it makes no sense that she would have
remained silent and agreed to such aloss. Thisfact only became known after an audit of
the books after Shimon's death when Chanah became the sole trustee of the estate
according to her brother-in-law'swill. . . . [Chanah] also asked if she could be reimbursed
from the estate for all of the expenses she bore in extricating the assets [from the grasp of
the Emperor]. . . . She also asked if Rivkah was responsible to reimburse her from her
daughter's portion for all of the immense expenses that Chanah had to bear in order to
deal with the authoritiesin France and Italy.

Response: ... Many daughters have acted with valor, but Chanah is superior to them all.
| have not [capriciously] graced Chanah nor given domain to Sarah. | have judged
according to the law as was shown to me by Heaven through scholars and scholarly
works. These are thewords of ... Mosheb. Yosef of Trani. Avkas Rochel 80
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The exalted prince, Don Y osef Nasi, may G-d bless him, took in Shimon (David) as one
of his staff sometime ago, . . . lifted him up from his humble circumstances, raised him
up from the dust of the earth and appointed him atranslator in the royal court before
kings and ministers. . . . Shimon, however, dealt treacherously with his employer and had
the audacity to libel his master before the Sultan. Not only did this threaten the life of the
prince, [Don Y osef Nasi,| . . . but the entire Jewish nation was in jeopardy, had not G-d
intervened and made known his crime. The community together with all of the scholars
and disseminators of Torah subsequently excommunicated him in the presence of a great
throng in Constantinople . . . Not only did they excommunicate Shimon, but also his
accomplices, Reuvenand Levi ...  And now, the questioner asked if acommunity or
communities, over the course of time, would want to release Shimon (David) of the
excommunication would they have the power to do so without the express permission of
the perfect scholars and holy communities of Constantinople or can he only be released
from the excommunication with the express permission of all of the scholars and
communal |eaders who were present at that great conclave. The questioner also asked if
scholars and communities of Constantinople itself would want to release him of the
excommunication, do all of those who were at the original conclave need to be present
for him to bereleased or not. . . . In conclusion, | cannot firmly issuea  heter (alenient
ruling). I will not stop, however, anyone who wishes to release him or to act with him as
if he were released, on the basis of the reasoning which | have aready stated. May the
Rock of Israel save usfrom error. | have written al of thisasit pertainsto an
excommunication that was issued for his city and the term "nidui olam” (an eternal
excommuniciation) was not used. If Safed, however, issued such an excommunication, as
isit would seem from the text of their excommunication, there is room to ponder this
issue. Their words, however, seem to indicate that they only reiterated the
excommunication of Constantinople. And since the scholars and communities of
Congtantinople did not issue an eternal excommunication, asis evident from the text, it
would then seem that the excommunication of Safed is no stronger than Constantinople
which they only confirmed. Teshuvas Mayim Amukim, Maharanach 58
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At the time when Turkey and Venice were at war, all of the Jews, rich and poor,
merchants with tremendous assets and those who owned nothing, were imprisoned by the
rulersof Venice. . . . [In addition,] the government confiscated the merchandise of the
wealthy merchants as well as the merchandise from those who acted only as brokers.
They led them away as captives and provided for their needs, aweek at atime. It was
during that period, as the wealthy merchants realized that the government was providing
the [Jewish community] rations from their own merchandise, that they complained to the
authorities and said, "Why are you giving provisions to those who have no merchandise?'
The authorities did not listen to them but continued to provide for the entire community
without exception. It came to pass, as the Jews cried out to G-d in their time of distress,
that He hearkened to their pleas, and the two sides, Turkey and Venice made peace. . . .
The authorities decided not to make restitution to the owners for that which they had
taken from them in order to provide rations for their community, but only to return the
remainder to their rightful places. . . The men of means, whose merchandise supported
the community, are now demanding that they be reimbursed by the other members of the
community . . . Those who had no merchandise claimed that the government provided for
them as they would provide for any captives and finally released them without
demanding payment for the rations that they had provided. If the government stole from
you an inordinate amount, it is to them that you must go for compensation, not us. Teach
us, our Rabbi, what should we do? Response: Itisasclear asthe midday sun that the
plaintiffs claim is utterly without merit. Teshuvas M aharashdam Choshen Mishpat 70
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Don Yosef Nas . . . found favor in the eyes of Suleiman, the king . . . who granted him
the ruins of Tiberias together with seven surrounding towns to be its nobleman and
master. ... Don Yosef sent Rabbi Y osef ben Ardit to build the walls of thecity . . . He
gave him documents, sealed by the royal seal, and gave him ordersto tell the Pasha
(governor) in Damascus and Safed the following, "Whatever this man asksfor, grant it to
him!" The royal order went out, directing the skilled and unskilled laborers to come to
Tiberiastorebuildit. . . . At that time, an elderly Arab  shariff (chieftan) stood up and
cried to the local natives, . . . "Don't let them build that city, for | have found in an
ancient work . . . that when the city will be rebuilt, our religion will be destroyed!" They
refused to build thewalls . . . [Hearing this,] the Pasha became incensed and immediately
sent out [troops to restore control]. ... The workers then resumed digging the
foundations for thewall. . . . The wall wasfinally completed in the month of Kislev
(November - December) in the year 5325 (1564). . . . Don Y osef ordered mulberry trees
to be planted there in order to provide food for silk worms. He also ordered wool to be
imported from Spain so that they could make clothing similar to that manufactured in
Venice. Emek HaBacha, R. Y osef HaK ohen (1575)



