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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. How wasthe Maharsnal related to Rashi?
2. Who were the Maharshal's mentors?
3.  What was the Maharshal's attitude to philosophy?
4. What was his attitude towards Rav Y osef Caro?
5.  Namethree of hisworks.

This and much more will be addressed in the fourteenth
lecture of this series: "The Genius of Lublin: The Life and
Times of the Maharshal".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE GENIUS OF LUBLIN
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE MAHARSHAL

l. The Giants of the Generation
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What is the purpose of the fire in the canopies that will be given to the righteous? — R.
Chanina said: This teaches that each one will be burned by reason of [the superior]
canopy of hisfriend. Alas, for such shame! Alas, for such reproach! Bava Basra 75a
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R. Moshe Isserless was the perfect Chasid who enlightened the eyes of the exile through
hisworks Toras HaOlah and Toras HaChatos and glosses onthe Shulchan Aruch. He
established many disciples and spread Torah throughout Israel in the city of Cracow for
approximately twenty years. His[soul] went up to G-d in the year [5]332. R. David
Ganz, a disciple of Ramo and author of Tzemach David
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R. Shlomo Luria of Ostrog, the great light, the crown of Isragl, the miracle of [our] time,
whose light led the members of our people and whose waters were drunk by the dispersed
of Israel. His reputation spread throughout the entire world and he established many
disciples. He was the most outstanding of his generation. He composed a great work on
the entire Talmud which isin a class by itself for its magnificence, depth and acuity. He
called it "Yam Shel Shlomo". He also authored responsa. He was called to the Heavenly
academy in the year [5]333 (1573). Sefer Tzemach David
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In my youth | studied by my master and teacher, the great authority, R. Moshe Isserless,
of blessed memory. Afterwards, | entered the inner sanctum of the great Sanctuary of my
master and teacher the great authority, R. Shiomo Luria, of blessed memory. Prefaceto
Sefer Meiras Einayim by R. Yehoshua Falk

. A Family of Torah
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| relied upon Rashi, the [pride] of the lineage of my father'shouse.  Yam Shel Shlomo,
Yevamos 4:33
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Behold, through G-d's providence, | acquired the previously quoted responsa. At the end
of those responsaiswritten the lineage of the Gaon, the author (Maharshal), of blessed
memory. | will not refrain from printing it in order that it become public knowledge. The
following is the the entire text:

Behold, in the summer of [5]343 | was in my birthplace, Worms, [ Germany], to see how
my father was doing, may G-d protect him, and also in order to fulfill the vow that | made
when | was sick to visit the grave of my mother, Ms. Y utlin, the daughter of the
communal leader, R. Eliezer of Oppenheim, of blessed memory. At that time, asmall
document from Italy, was brought to my father, may G-d protect him, written by a
prestigious member and a direct descendant of the Luriafamily. It was written in order to
make known to him the entire genealogy of the family al the way back to Rashi, of
blessed memory. He had heard from reliable sources that these genealogical records
should be held in safe keeping under the auspices of my father, may G-d protect him.
Regarding this, did my father reply to him in writing and wrote to him the following
message: Thisisthe text of what my father's [grand]father, my master R. Y ochanon
Luria, of blessed memory, wrote in his sefer, "I, Y ochanon, the son of the honored Torah
scholar R. Aharon, the son of R. Nasanel, the son of R. Y echiel, the son of R. Shimshon
of Ehrfort, the son of the Rabbanis Mrs. Miriam, the daughter of the Gaon R. Shlomo
Shapiro and the sister of R. Peretz of Kushtanitz. All of the generations from R. Shlomo
Shapiro and back to Rashi were, without exception, Torah scholars. . . . Besides all of the
above, Rabbanis Miriam, may she rest in Eden, headed a yeshiva for many years. She sat
behind a curtain and taught Talmudic law to exceptional bachurim. Thisiswhat |
received from my forefathersin writing and oraly." . . . Thisiswhat my master, my
grandfather, the leader and dayan of the entire area of Alsace, Aharon, the son of the
previously mentioned master, told his son, my father, the master R. Shiomo Luriaand so
in turn transmitted this to me before his death. May they all rest peacefully for eternity,
bound in the bond of life. In addition, | wastold by a certain elder [scholar] who lived
here in Worms by the name of Moshe Enosh, who was from those who sat at the table of
my great grandfather, R. Y ochanon Luria, of blessed memory, for [R. Y ochanon] was his
uncle, and he heard directly from him how his book of genealogy was lost in the Swiss
War. Init was recorded his lineage all the way back to R. Y ochanon HaSandlar, the Tana
who is mentioned in the Mishna. My great grandfather was more greatly pained about the
loss of that book than the loss of all of the money that was stolen from him during the
war. ... Thisiswhat my father wrote to that prestigious man from Italy. . . . Hewas a
cousin of my father's. These are the words of Aharon, the son of R. Moshe, may G-d
protect him, the son of the prestigious Torah scholar R. Shlomo, the son of the leader and
dayan R. Aharon, the son of the prestigious Torah scholar, R. Y ochanon, the son of R.
Aharon, the son of R. Nasanel, the son of R. Y echiel, the son of R. Shimshon of Ehfort.
Teshuvas Mahar shal 29
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B. R. Yitzchak Kloiber of Posen
X ‘0 27WANN N7 LpARY W XIPAT 1777 X702 HRon 979m 12 ndw M3 (1

These are the words of Shlomo, the son of R. Yechiel Luria, may his memory endure
until the World to Come, who is called Reb Yitzchak's. Teshuvas Maharshal 1
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| was born in the city of my forefathers, on the knees of my grandfather and was
accustomed [to be held] on hisarms. Hewasapure chasid, humble and G-d fearing. He
had a sterling reputation and was a man of peace. Thiswas R. Yitzchak Kloiber, of
blessed memory. He was the outstanding elder of his city. Teshuvas M aharshal 12
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Regarding your question covering prayer, whether | had any tradition from the elders
concerning its very essence, you should know that | did not merit to receive anything
from my grandfather, the  chasid R. Yitzchak, of blessed memory, that would be
considered even the equivaent of "a dog lapping from alake". In my youth, | toiled in
the study of Talmud and pilpul and | did not pay attention to [the intricacies of] prayer.
Woeto that which islost and will never be found. His sefarim were burned, through our
many sins, in the great fire [that consumed] Posen. The holy books were burned as well
as his Sddur. | recall only very little. Though it may be only insignificant, [the following
recollection] reinvigorates my life. Teshuvas Mahar shal 64

MIN2 PRI W NRYWITA pAnT Awh PRI HApn Nw TeRn R (4
1D 11°0 27WAnn 7w K7D Anbw B71 n7RT 19K 19K NIRHT N9DR Nya

| witnessed my grandfather [R. Yitzchak Kloiber], who received this tradition from his
mentors, burn his chametz together with the hoshannas. There are others who throw it in
to the oven when they bake the matzos. These and those are the words of the living G-d.
Shlomo Luria.  Teshuvas Mahar shal 87

C. Rav Klonimos of Brisk and Ostrog
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| will tell you, in addition, that | received from my remarkable father-in-law, R.
Klonimos, of blessed memory, who received from the great chasid R. Daniel, of blessed
memory, who was a devoted and intimate disciple of R. Isserel, the author of the Terumas
HaDeshen, of blessed memory, who witnessed him act in the same manner aswe do [in
regards to putting on tefilin while standing]. Therefore, [I tell you] to act as you dways
have done and let the others do as they do. Y ou should know, however, that anyone who
[attempts to] make changesisin an inferior position and we have the upper hand.
Teshuvas Maharshal 98
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In the year 5314 from Creation, in the city of Ostrog, . . . [acity] which spreads Torah to
the multitudes. Thisis not due to its own prestigious standing, for due to our great sins it
has no leader or guide, but rather itisduetothe chaveirimthat attentively listen to the
Torah of G-d. Teshuvas Maharshal 8

[1. The Maharshal's Attitude Towards Philosophy and Kabbalah

A. Philosophy
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He encompassed me with bundles of scientific facts, most of them outside the realm of
Torah study, with assorted containers, but those inner ones (representing the knowledge
of Torah) were left destitute. The Torah is girded in sack cloth and is wailing together
with her maid servants, for those [areas of wisdom] that bear sons and daughters are
despised and rgjected, like Adaand Tzilah of the previous generations (the wives of
Lemech), and to the uncircumcized Aristotle you turned at every corner. . . . Afterwards,
[when] you showed me the wisdom of the uncircumcized Aristotle. .. | said [to
myself], "Woe to me that my own eyes witnessed what | had already heard: That the most
powerful desire and perfume are the words of the unclean. And [now] it has become like
aperfume for our Holy Torah!" The Compassionate One should save us from this
awesomesin! . .. By dl that isholy, | have just as great an expertise in their wisdom as
you do. I, however, have greatly distanced myself from them. For even regarding the
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beautiful things of theirs do the [Sages| say (Avodah Zarah 17a), "Distance yourself from
the entrance of her house." (Proverbs 5:5) There is no greater heresy and destructive
force than their wisdom. An entire wrapped scroll could not contain my entire opinion
regarding this. It can only be articulated face to face with intimate knowledge and
endearment. . . . Thisisthe guilt of aleader like yourself who gives them credence, since
you combine [their wisdom] with the words of the Living G-d. Since you have a strong
attraction towardsit, it is sufficient if you ponder [the works of the philosophers] asyou
go to the bathroom or any other such activity. Letter of the Maharshal to the Ramo as
recorded in Teshuvas HaRamo 6

B. Ibn Ezra
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It has been discovered that the Rambam wrote to his son and exhorted him to study the
works of the scholar R. Avraham ibn Ezra, who was not a Talmudic scholar, and whose
works are, for the most part, based upon astronomy, science and foreign traditions, and
who sharply criticized the statements of the Sages and the Talmud. While it istrue, that |
have heard it to be reported that he used to publicly announce that his purpose was to
explain Scripture to the full extent that human intellect allowed, without negating the use
of the Divine [tradition embodied in the words of the Sages or Talmud], his argument, in
my eyes, is not justified; and, in my opinion, he has aready been punished, for he has
strengthened the hand of heretics and Sadducees and those of diminished faith. | am the
man who has seen the torment of my people (See Lamentation 3:1). Despite all of [these
deficiencies], the Rambam still praised him and bestowed upon him a crown. | thought
that perhaps because he had partially trodden upon his own path of philosophic studies
... that he deemed him to be a person who had ascended to the highest level of spiritua
perfection. | wish [for his own sake] that this[so called] ascension would really be an
ascension. | have nothing else to say about thismatter. Preface to Yam Shel Shiomo -
Chulin

C. Grammar
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Begging your forgiveness a thousand times over, it would have been better for you to
research the field of Hebrew grammar, [rather than philosophy], for your letter islike a
ruptured bulwark due to the [confusion] of second and third persons, female and male
genders, and singular and plural forms. Letter of the Maharshal to the Ramo as
recorded in Teshuvas HaRamo 6

D. Kabbalah
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Perhaps | will have the merit, after time, that you see my commentary to Recanti and
Mareches Elokus. Letter of the Maharshal to the Ramo asrecorded in Teshuvas
HaRamo 6
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My friend, you should know that recently people have come with the desire to become
part of the group of  Mekuballim (mystics) who know the secret  Midrashimand [yet
remain only] with weakened eyesight. They do not behold the light of the Zohar
(splendor) nor do they know its comings and goings and meaning. Rather they merely
guote what they saw in the works of R. Shimon b. Y ochai. Truth, however, has shown us
the way that someone who does not fully grasp the secret teachings will eventually
become entangled in heresy. Therefore, my friend, do not go with them in their paths.

Y ou should not have any involvement in secret lore or with those who pride themselves
with novel insights and [pretend] asif they know and understand the secrets and
mysteries of the Torah. | wish that they would know the reveaed areas of the Torah.
How well did R. Shimshon of Chinon express himself, after he had studied the secrets of
Kabbalah, that he prays before G-d like a new born child [without special Kabbalistic
meditations]. This hint should be sufficient. Teshuvas HaM ahar shal 98

V. The Humble Saint

A.
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[Don't refer to me as being a scholar] Even though my father was a scholar, | am not.
Yam Shel Shlomo Chulin 1:29
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Despite all of this, if both of you desire that the matter be decided by someone as
deficient and inexperienced as myself [and | have full lattitude] to completely express my
views based upon the law itself without any compromises. . . then will | accept it and

will judge the matter like adisciple before his masters. | will, however, stand before
[Torah] royalty and will not be embarrassed to [render my decision]. Teshuvas
Maharshal 11
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| cannot speak about the secret lore for | have not [normative] human understanding in
the statements of the Masters of Divine Service (Kabbalists) which are derived from the
words of the "Mareches Elokus' to which the glorified master aludes. Teshuvas
HaRamo 6
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A person like myself, who certainly has[more than one] mentor, and is a student in the
full sense of the word and is young in years, how does it even dawn upon me to
adjudicate the matter and to render a halachic decision. Teshuvas HaM ahar shal 35
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The master, the Gaon, has ruled well in this matter, asif it were given from Sinai.
Yitzchak b. Betzalel z'l who dwellsin Vladimir. Teshuvas Maharshal 1
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| heard from a certain Rabbi who received the following tradition, that the Gaon,
Maharshal, when he was in a position of being Rav and Av Bais Din, commanded a
certain preacher to come to him every day to rebuke and admonish him and to treat him
asif he were merely one of the common people, for that was what he wanted and he gave
him permission to do so. When the preacher would come to him, the Maharsha would
immediately wrap himself up [in his tallis] and would sit down to hear the constructive
criticism with fear and trembling before G-d. Fortunate is he and fortunate is his portion
and fortunate are the people that have such a holy and pious Rabbi. May his merit protect
us. Shem HaGedolim
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Onetime, something happened to me through the lamp of the  mitzvah and the light of
Torah. It was asif Heaven was showing me and giving me authorization and Divinely
sanctioned power and had opened for me the gates of light saying, "Involve yourself with
the study of Torah." Prefaceto Yam Shel Shlomo - Y evamos
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| have heard from reliable sources that thisis what actually occurred: After the holy
community of Lublin was burned to the ground, . . . asthe Gaon, z"l, was composing his
sefer one night, he realized that he had only a small tallow candle, about a half inch in
length, and it could only light for about a half hour. The Gaon was very distraught and a
miracle happened to him and the small candle burned through the entire night until dawn.
HaMagiah (Editor) L"Yam Shel Shlomo

V. The Search For Truth
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When it comesto explaining a Sugia (the Talmud's discussion of a certain topic), | don't
put any more trust in one author over another, even though, that for someone who is
acquainted with their works, it is obvious that one is far superior to the other. The final
arbiter isthe Talmud itself and clear proofs derived from it. Let al others summon their
witnesses and seek vindication. There are times that a certain author will reach a correct
conclusion based, however, on faulty reasoning. | have, therefore, researched this subject
matter with great care to uncover the source of the  halacha, to the extent that human
effort and endurance would allow, with little sleep and with much discussion with my
colleagues and, even more so, with my students. All those who read this work will find
the source of each  halacha, which is based upon rigorous proof. [ The reader will]
perceive and [immediately] comprehend that | have not forgotten to quote any author in
my research, before coming to afinal conclusion and that | have plummeted the depths of
halacha to the extent that G-d has graced me. | have everything. Blessed be the
Omnipresent for the immensity of his kindness. Preface to Yam Shel Shlomo -

Y evamos
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My approach isto quote al of the learned opinions of the authorities of the early, middle
and later eras, whether they be Poskim (legal authorities) or authors of texts on individual
halachas or authors of responsa, whether it be in the form of letters, compendiums or
collections. | did thisin order that no one should come forth and argue, " See how this
author wrote hislegal rulings on the basis of hisimagination with inadequate proofs! If
this author would have seen this particular work or the responsum of that particular
Rabbi, he wouldn't have had the audacity to disagree. He would have certainly recanted.”
Thiswas my fear. | therefore quoted all of the opinions from the most ancient authorities
to the most recent. Prefaceto Yam Shel Shlomo - Chulin
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One time, something happened to me through the lamp of the  mitzvah and the light of
Torah. It was as if Heaven was showing me and giving me authorization and Divinely
sanctioned power and had opened for me the gates of light saying, "Involve yourself with
the study of Torah. Judge, forbid, allow, and guide. Become powerful asthe lion of the
group [of scholars]. Write [your ideas] in a sefer and bring [it to] them as a gift."
Prefaceto Yam Shel Shlomo - Chulin
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After two years of study, | had only learned through half of the tractate Yevamos. | toiled
over Kesubosfor an entire year and only finished two chapters. | was engrossed in the
study of Mitzvas Chalitza (the twelfth chapter of Yevamos) for over a half year. Preface
to Yam Shel Shlomo - Yevamos
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According to what | explained, everything isresolved well. . . . It only becomes clear in

accordance with what | have explained. Chochmas Shlomo - Gittin 34

E.
XOW LWD oW 1977 70 TAW YL 990 T DY WInm 0°0D7I7 0°1502 AN XY

W' WR7D bW 1Mayw nInpn An03 T2 NPRIT WRD IIZID AN prn 1A
XD 17277995

Don't pay attention to the newly published texts [of the Talmud], because they were
produced by an inaccurate transcriber. He erased and rewrote at will, as | have pointed
out to you on numerous occasions. Shiomo Luria. Chochmas Shlomo - Eiruvin 61a

VI. Thelion
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We have found the Maharshal to have argued against the greatest of the early authorities,
for his heart was like that of alion. Noda B'Yehudah |1 Yoreh Deah 52
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Even though this statement was uttered from the mouth of a great man [such as the
Mordechai], we will not listen to it, [for we have proofs to the contrary]. Yam Shel
Shlomo Kiddushin 2:1
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| am not in agreement with the declaration which the Maharik wrote, "Who would dare
put his head between two great mountains, between Rashi and Rabbainu Tam, to decide
[which oneisright and which oneiswrong]. Most certainly not we, who are the orphans
of orphans.” [I maintain, however, that the rule,] "Yiftach in his generation islike
Shmuel in his," most definitely applies. Yam Shel Shlomo Yevamos 2:5

D.

M ROR DOIINRT M IR DYIINAT JM IARD PIODY 793R PR WK 277 RIAT NI 0D

WO anTpn SnhwI 7IoNn 00 By NN noIma o°I01n N1RR 19917 1WIPw
Gaiak

From the time of Ravinaand Rav Ashi, there exists no tradition to guide us as to which of
the Gaonim or later authorities we must follow. The only ruleis that the opinion which is
most solidly based upon clear proofs taken from the Talmud [Bavli] and Y erushalmi [is
the most reliable]. Preface to Yam Shel Shlomo - Chulin

E. Gaonim
Dy pIonD HH3 1927 X1 R L L L WURIT WAL L L DOBRAT OWA 777 AT (1

172’0775 NI WL .DNIRAT n‘7:1,7

The Rif quoted an opinion in the name of the Gaonim . . . the Rosh critiqued that opinion
... It does not seem at all correct to disagree with atradition of the Gaonim. ' Yam Shel
Shlomo - Yevamos 10:25
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When a person errs [by not having taken into account] the rulings of the Gaonim, itis as
if he erred [by not taking into account] the words of the Mishnah. Teshuvas
HaM ahar shal 36
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It seems to me that one should not deviate from the words of Rabbainu Chananel and the
Gaon, for al of their words are based upon tradition. Yam Shel Shlomo - Yevamos
3:16
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Who is the one who has the audacity to make light of the words of Rashi, whose waters
wedrink. Yam Shel Shlomo - Yevamos 4:22
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The words of Rashi are rendered void in the face of the opinion of the She'iltos.
Teshuvas HaM ahar shal 6
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F. Rambam
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It is true the Rambam of Spain created a work more beautiful than anything beforeit in
its systematization of his halachos and rulings. . . In truth, according to his opinion and
intellect, he wrote down the entire Torah. . . . That work, however, cannot be accepted by
acritical mind since its sources are not documented. In all truth, did R. Moshe of Coucy
write about it that it was akin to a dream without an interpretation . . . On many occasions
did the Raavad, of blessed memory, critique him with cogent arguments that are obvious
to everyone. The author of the Magid Mishneh, himself, often wrote that the words [of
the Rambam] were written in error. Prefaceto Yam Shel Shlomo - Chulin
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Even though the Rambam was agiant in Torah . . . | will not give undue respect when it
comes to matters of Torah and | researched the subject to the best of my own ability.
Teshuvas Mahar shal 37

G. Magid Mishneh (R. Vidal of Tolosa)
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By all that is holy, | became disconcerted by hiswords, for even an error prone student
would never explain a Talmudic sugia (subject of discussion) in away that perverts the
plain meaning of the text of the Talmud and its attendant sugia. Yam Shel Shilomo 6:20

H. Migdal Oz (R. Shem Tov ibn Gaon)
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Dueto his many inaccuracies, | did not quote him. May his Master forgive him. Even
though he must have been certainly a Talmudic scholar, anyone who analyzes his copious
words and his pilpulim (analytical arguments) and afterwards looks into the Talmudic
text, finds [hiswords] to be foreign to the text, confusing and inaccurate. Yam Shel
Shlomo Bava Kama 8:9
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He ruined and perverted the words without any valid basis (lit. without taste or smell) and
violated the prohibition, "Thou shalt not waste" by [wasting the] ink.  Prefaceto Yam
Shel Shlomo - Chulin

l. Binyamin Z'ev (R. Benyamin b. Matisyahu)
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He did not see the main idea of the gemora and misled humanity by having them think
that he had carefully analyzed the halacha in great depth. . . . Thisis a desecration of the
Divine Name, for he ruled based upon his own understanding against the ruling of the
gemara, which he never saw in thefirst place. . . . Based on the above, do | state and
warn the populace that no one should follow the rulings contained in his work, even
when he is stringent and most certainly when heislenient. . . . for all of hiswords are
misleading and too long because of unnecessary pilpul and instead of being
straightforward, he goes round about. He did not go in the path of authors such as
Maharil z'l, Maharai z'l, Maharik z'l, and Mahariv z'l, whose words are clear and
evident. . . . May hisMaster forgive him. If heisa tzaddik, why did the Holy One,
blessed be He, give him cause to stumble? Yam Shel Shlomo Bava Kama 8:72

J. R. Yosef Karo
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[R. Yosef Karo,] composed the Bais Y osef, [awork in which it is obvious] to all that itis
asuperior work with an immense amount of superb materia contained within it. | was
disconcerted that all that | had toiled . . . and all of the deepless nights had all been in
vain. My words compared to those of the Sage [R. Y osef Karo] are insignificant. What
useisalamp inthe middle of theday?. .. My intention [in creating an abbreviated
version of my former work] isto summarize and to refine, . . . Preface to Darkei Moshe

D YD 2773 D197 NI20R YT NI19YT POD 1IVA MWD AWY 1IRP 90T WA (2
TP0D 1127 IR 09917 227N LA Y 11 11ap AWK 793R A3 00T 110K



Series VI 15 Lecture #14

173773 JIR WX O°POIDTI NIDDINT TA1 DAY 9D YOI37T RITW X QWHIAW VT KD
MI%Y O7 WOR TIMY? OX I11ARY 1503 2INDW M OPIDY WK YA PV IO 03 ... WPNND
712 57 XD . L L 11279 W XD 79322 199K IR DTN NIPRIA 1D TN PRW 7799793
XD 0737 WK 77090 293730 Awhw 19R DY 7ws qwyw fn 1Rp 7Innd
A23pn 77707 19RD DNRT 221737 9% wn XY N2 (PDIRT onn oo MIwInw
790 XD NIMIPR AM52 197 . . . TIWD AWY DMK NINIPHA AR XOR — DI NI 370
WD NIVYA QP NYTI D3I ©¥ID0 1IBY P KD NAAR IV DRT ... L1997 IpRIvD

79I wrweh MR LRI NIYLR BV TI0° 713 0°AYDYY DIDT IRXM?

Rabbainu Y osef Karo, on his own initiative, made final decisions regarding halachic
rulings based only upon his own whim (lit. opinions of the stomach), in most instances in
matters of issur V' heiter (ritual law - that which is permitted and that which is forbidden).
Thisall runs counter to our own traditions which we have received and practiced up until
this day. The students, [reading his work,] are following his words and rulings and don't
realizethat it is at the cost of their lives, for often times he has decided against the
position of Tosefos and the Poskim (Iegal authorities) which is our custom to follow. . . .
Thisisthe state of thisterrible situation: What peoplereadina sefer, they believeto be
true. Even if anyone will subsequently arise, even if he screecheslike a crane that the
halacha is not so and brings conclusive proofs or even atradition, they will pay no heed
tohim. ... Itissufficient cause for alarm that R. Y osef Karo based his decisions upon
these three Torah giants: The Rif, the Rosh, and the Rambam, and where two of them are
in agreement, he ruled accordingly and did not concern himself with the opinions of all
the other Torah giants, asif he possessed the received tradition from the time of the
Elders; but in addition, there are many places where he did not plumb the depths of the
halacha. . . . Besides all of the above, he did not have before him corrected texts and he
copied over the errors that he found in print. Often times, he deduced principles based on
those errors. Preface to Yam Shel Shlomo - Chulin
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Because of our great sins, those with  semicha (Rabbinic ordination) are many, but those
that are knowledgeable are few. . .. for no one knowstheir place and as soon as they
receive ordination, they begin to act in alordly manner and gather bachurim around
them, using extravagant wealth, just like noblemen, who hire servants to run before them.
Behold, such people [rightfully should be] referred to as the, "small foxes who destroy
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the vineyard of the L-rd of Hosts", as the Rambam writes. Similarly, there are elders,
through our great sins, who don't even properly understand a sugia (Talmudic discussion)
and never plumb the depths of the halacha. They are just elderly in age, without the
acquisition of wisdom. These, too, lord over the community and the scholars. They
excommunicate, permit [that which is questionable] and grant ordination to students who
never studied under them. . .. Even if at times we do find someone with great acuity who
isascholar, his actions are flawed. He doesn't do research for its own sake and to fulfill
the commandments but rather in order to create aprotracted  pilpul and to enhance his
reputation. The students are now following this same path and contrary [to what is
expected of them], they heap scorn upon any young scholar who is exacting and careful
in fulfilling G-d's commandments, engrossed in the study of Torah and in the fulfillment
of good deeds, who is careful even with [so called minor] mitzvos, and who prays without
distraction with great concentration. [Such aperson] is alaughing stock in the eyes of
these students. Yam Shel Shlomo - Bava Kama 8:58

VII. A Life.of Struggle
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Today, a person like myself, constantly listens to the disgrace heaped upon the Torah by
the "Shonim" (so called students of the Oral Law) and "Porshim" (so called ascetics) who
comein many forms. | said that | would guard my mouth [from speaking ill of them] but
rather, | shall rise early to go the Bais Midrash (Study Hall) and stay late, a[modern form
of] the continual offering of the morning and the continual offering of the evening . . .
and they will dissipate on their own. Teshuvas Maharshal 11
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[If | felt that you wereright,] | would admit to this without being embarrassed by the
unrest [it may cause at the hands] of those renegade [former] disciples of mine that
[continually] rebel against me. They do this because they rely upon the strong support of
the elderly Gaon [R. Shalom Shachna] and his son, [R. Yisrael], may G-d protect them.
These [disciples] are responsible for having me put outside my rightful place. They
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diminish my bodily [strength] and mental health. The One who did not delay in punishing
those who tormented the king of Edom will either not delay in punishing those that
torment me or will turn their stone and cruel hearts into hearts of flesh or will give me the
strength and power to save my soul and the souls of my upright students from their

hands. Even though | am in the land of my enemies and am forced to be under their hand,
Hashem, may He be blessed, has not found me revolting nor has rejected me nor annulled
his covenant with me. He has increased my boundaries with students who have come
from all four corners of the earth. They are like thornsin their eyes. May the
Compassionate One have pity and save the master (the Ramo) from such terrible
situations. By my life, the master did not experience such [difficulties as | have] even for
amonth's time, for you were not tested and merited both worldsin your lifetime. So
should it be for ever and may your throne become magnificent forever. These are the
words of your relative, Shlomo Luria. Teshuvas M aharshal 16

VIIl. A LifeLong Friendship
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In conclusion, from this day and on, do I accept upon myself that your love be inscribed
upon my heart. | only wish that from your side it should be half asmuch . . . Only life
and peace should be increased for you. These are the words of your relative who loves
you with heart and soul. Shlomo b. R. Yechiel Luria, of blessed memory, whois called
Shlomo, Reb Yitzchok's. Teshuvas HaRamo 6
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His name and fame have spread like that of king Solomon. Fortunate is the generation in
which he dwells. It isasa sign and miracle like [that of] Moses. He is as great as Shamai
and as humble as Hillel. Any bird that would fly over him would be immediately burned,
just likeit was said of R. Yonason b. Uziel (See Bava Basra 1344a). He contains al the
secret teachings of "Eltzafon” and "Mishagl". Heis ableto reconstruct any of the Torah
that would be forgotten just like Asniel b. Knaz . .. HaGaon, my relative, R. Shlomo b.
HaGaon R. Y echiel, may he live forever. Peace unto the master and peace unto his Torah
and peace unto all that ishis. TeshuvasHaRamo 5
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IX.  An Eternal Legacy
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| served many scholars, especially the great Rav, the Light of the Exile, the splendor of
the majesty (Gaon) of Israel, R. Shlomo Luria, who established thousands and myriads of
disciples. Preface to Mateh M oshe by Moshe Mat of Premisa
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Almost all of the great scholars of our time are his disciples and drink from his waters.
Announcement by the Rabbinate of Prague in the year 5376 (1616) regarding the
publication of the Yam Shel Shiomo
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Here lies the greatest of the shepherds, the king over all of the scholarly guides, the great
light who enlightened Israel for all generations through his™Y am Shel Shlomo" and other
explanatory works. His name is renowned throughout the world. He spread Torah
throughout all the gates and established many disciples. Inscription on one side of the
gravestone of the Mahar shal
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He established many disciples throughout the entire world. He was righteous and piousin
all of hismagnificent acts. Thisis HaRav HaGaon HaGadol R. Shlomo Luria b. HaRav
HaGaon R. Yechiel zt"l. He was asked to the join the Heavenly academy of Torah and
halacha on the twefth day of Kislev in the year, "When the crown of our head fell and the
pure Menorah was extinguished  ([5]334). Inscription on the other side of the
gravestone of the Mahar shal



