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Four are considered [in a certain sense] asdead: A poor man. . . Nedarim 64b
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Our Rabbis learned: Three things deprive a man of his senses and of a knowledge of his
creator, viz., [the persecution of] idolaters, an evil spirit (i.e. depression) and oppressve
poverty. In what respect could this matter? — In respect of invoking heavenly mercy to
be delivered from them. Three kinds of people do not seethe face of Purgatory, viz.,
[one who suffersfrom] oppressive poverty , onewho is afflicted with bowel diseases,
and [one who isin the hands of] the [Roman] government. Eiruvin 41b
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Our Rabbis taught: Who is wealthy? He who has pleasure in his wealth: thisisR. Meir's
view. R. Tarfon said: He who possesses a hundred vineyards, a hundred fieldsand a
hundred slavesworking in them. R. Akibasaid: He who has awife comely in deeds.
Shabbos 25b
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Rabab. R. Shilasaid — others state, R. Joseph b. Hama— said in R. Shesheth's hame:
What is meant by the verse, Length of daysisin her right hand, In her left hand are
richesand honor: (Proverbs 3:16) istherein her right hand length of days only, but
not riches and honor? But to those who go to the right hand thereof there is length of
days, and riches and honor afortiori; but for those that go to the left hand thereof thereis
riches and honour, but not length of days. Shabbos 63a
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Rabbi showed respect to rich men, and R. Akiba also showed respect to rich men, in
agreement with an exposition made by Raba b. Mari: May he be enthroned before G-d
for ever, appoint mercy and truth that they may preserve him (Psalms 61:8). When
‘may he be enthroned before G-d for ever’ ? when he ‘ appoint mercy and truth that they
may preserve him’. Eiruvin 86a
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On account of four thingsis the property of householders (i.e. the wealthy) given into the
hands of the government: On account of those who retain in their possession bills which
have been paid; on account of those who lend money on usury; on account of those who
had the power to protest [against wrongdoing] and did not protest; and on account of
those who publicly declare their intention to give specified sums for charity and do not
give. Sukkah 29a
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R. Y ochanan said: The Holy One, blessed be He, causes His Divine Presence to rest only
upon him who is strong, wealthy, wise and meek. Nedarim 38a
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Three things restore a man's good spirits. [beautiful] sounds, sights, and smells. Three
things increase a man's self-esteem: a beautiful dwelling, a beautiful wife, and beautiful
clothes. Berachos57b
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‘On condition that | am wealthy,” we do not say, like R. Eleazar b. Harsom and R.
Eleazar b. Azariah, but aslong as he is honoured by his fellow citizens on account of his
wealth. Kiddushin 49b



Series|| 4 Lecture #14

C.
WO Y 700,102 MR 97920 1R 90191 TYUDR 037 APNwS a0 93 92 737 InK
2157 937 :]712 AR 2PRWN ANR 1R 217 10K PRwn X2%PY 2379 12393 17 19°0N0 .07
IR 792 1% MR 277921 KDY ,79X2 W 7790 D0 WDHR 17 IR ?0°392 ONXR M
PRI, WORAN 1AW PRI ,ARI? JINWD ORI PIANM 1% PRW 237 7RI IRW 19T 93 prwn
T 9YX3 927 FXIT CIRW PWOYY NP 037 2% 0IPWI 0N RAW NINR ,WI2TN 1WAIT
nomP) 13°37 1I0T°% 1% MR T 7915 71107 79 ONI0°N 019D ,R2%PY 1 MR RY 2IR
RP 17170 RO KDY 2I0TIWYY TWR PRI POIX R DIR D (7

Rabbah b. Bar Hana said: When R. Eliezer fell sick, his disciples entered [his housg] to
visit him. He said to them, ‘ There is afierce wrath in the world.” They broke into tears,
but R. Akibalaughed. ‘Why dost thou laugh? they enquired of him ‘Why do ye weep?
he retorted. They answered, ‘ Shall the Scroll of the Torah lie in pain, and we not weep?
— Hereplied, ‘For that very reason | rejoice. Aslong as | saw that my master'swine did
not turn sour, nor was his flax smitten, nor his oil putrefied, nor his honey become rancid,
| thought, G-d forbid, that he may havereceived all hisreward in thisworld
[leaving nothing for the next]; but now that | see him lying in pain, | rejoice [knowing
that his reward has been treasured up for him in the next].” He [R. Eliezer] said to him,
‘Akiba, have | neglected anything of the whole Torah”? — He replied, ‘ Thou, O Master,
hast taught us, For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth not.’
Sanhedrin 101a
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R. Hanina b. Papa made the following exposition: The name of the angel who isin
charge of conceptionis‘Night’, and he takes up a drop and placesit in the presence of
the Holy One, blessed be He, saying, ‘ Sovereign of the universe, what shall be the fate of
this drop? Shall it produce a strong man or aweak man, awise man or afool, a rich man
or apoor man? Whereas ‘wicked man’ or ‘righteous one' he does not mention, in
agreement with the view of R. Hanina. For R. Hanina stated: Everything is in the hands
of heaven except the fear of G-d, asitissaid, And now, Israel, what doth the L-rd thy
G-d require of thee, but to fear etc. Nidah 16b
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The entire sustenance of man [for the year] is fixed for him from New Y ear's [Festival] to
the Day of Atonement, except the expenditure for Sabbaths and the expenditure for
Festivals and the expenditure for the instruction of hischildren in the Law; if he [spent]
less [for any of these] heis given less and if he [spent] more he is given more. Beitza 16a
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It was taught, R. Eleazar ha-K appar said: Let one always pray to be spared this fate
[poverty], for if he does not descend [to poverty] his son will, and if not his son, his
grandson, for it is said, because that for [bi-gelal] this thing, [etc.]. The School of R.
Yishmael taught: It isawheel [galgal] that revolvesin the world. Shabbos 151b

E EFFORT NIDAH 70B

A.
WY 71277 17 1K L7IIRA 10 XW*Y ,i379702 727 :'[Tl'? X 79WIYN° QIR WY 70

L2777 999 7097 9% (2 731) MR AW MWIVIW mm 0N WP :ROK 129997 KDY 1D
1Y 1773 930 R K77 K93 K17 7970 ORM

What must a man do that he may become rich? He replied: Let him engage much in
business and deal honestly. Did not many, they said to him, do so but it was of no avail to
them? — Rather, let him pray for mercy from Him to whom are theriches, for it issaid,
Mineisthe silver, and Mine the gold.What then does he teach us? — That one without
the other does not suffice. Nidah 70b
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R. Yitzchok also said: One's money should always beready to hand |, for it iswritten,
and thou shalt bind up the money in thy hand.

R. Yitzchok also said: One should always divide his wealth into three parts: [investing] a
third in land, a third in merchandise, and [keeping] athird ready to hand.

R. Yitzchok also said: A blessing isfound only in what is hidden from the eye, for itis
written, The L-rd shall command the blessing upon thee in thy hidden things. The School
of R. Yishmael taught: A blessing comes only to that over which the eye has no power,
foritissaid, The L-rd shall command the blessing upon thee in thy hidden things. Bava
Metzia 42a
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R. Yochanan also said: If aperson isleft afortune by his parents and wishes to dissipate
it, let him wear linen garments, use glassware, and engage workmen and not be with
them. ‘Let him wear linen garments', especially of Roman linen; ‘use glassware’,
especially white glass; ‘and engage workmen and not be with them’, [especially to work
with] oxen, which can cause much damage. Chullin 84b
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Thou shalt surely tithe? Give tithes that you may be enriched. Taanis 9a
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Rabbi asked R. Ishmael son of R. Yosel, The wealthy in Palestine, whereby do they merit
[wealth]? — Because they give tithes, he replied, asit iswritten, ‘ Asser te'asser’ [which
means], give tithes [*asser’] so that thou mayest become wealthy [*tith'asser’]. Those in
Babylon, wherewith do they merit [it]? — Because they honor the Torah, replied he. And
those in other countries, whereby do they merit it? — Because they honor the Sabbath,
answered he. Shabbos 119a

F.

QIR SW IN°3 TINA 71X 7992 PRW ,INWKR TI232 P QTR KA 29D 1200 7 IR

R2T 9772 9AKT 9300 L9282 2000 DNARDY (270 NOWRNA) IHRIY LINWR DAwa KRHR
DI RYIRM K22 IINYNNT 997 3 197w 1PN RTINN 2135

R. Helbo said: One must always observe the honor due to his wife, because blessings rest
on aman's home only on account of hiswife, for it iswritten, And he treated Abram well
for her sake. And thus did Rava say to the townspeople of Mahuza, Honor your wives,
that ye may be enriched. Bava M etzia 59a
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R. Joshuab. Levi said: The following iswritten in the Law, repeated in the Prophets and
mentioned a third time in the Hagiographa: Whosoever occupies himself with the Torah,
his possessions shall prosper. Avodah Zarah 19b
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On account of four thingsis the property of householders (i.e. the wealthy) given into the
hands of the government: On account of those who retain in their possession bills which
have been paid; on account of those who lend money on usury; on account of those who
had the power to protest [against wrongdoing] and did not protest; and on account of
those who publicly declare their intention to give specified sums for charity and do not
give. Sukkah 29a
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R. Nathan b. Abba further said in the name of Rav: The rich men of Babylon will go
down to Gehenna; for once Shabthai b. Marinus came to Babylon and entreated them to
provide him with facilities for trading and they refused this to him; neither did they give
him any food. He said: These are the descendants of the ‘ mixed multitude’, for it is
written, And [He will] show thee mercy and have compassion upon thee, [teaching that]
whoever is merciful to hisfellow-men is certainly of the children of our father Abraham,
and whosoever is not merciful to hisfellow-men is certainly not of the children of our
father Abraham. Beitza 32a
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R. Y onasan said: Whoever fulfills the Torah despite poverty, will ultimately fulfill itin
wealth; but whoever neglects the Torah because of wealth, will ultimately neglect it in
poverty. Avos 4:9
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To the rich man they (the Heavenly court on the Judgement Day) say: Why have you not
occupied yourself with the Torah? If he says: | was rich and occupied with my
possessions, they would say to him: Were you perchance richer than R. Eleazar? It was
reported about R. Eleazar b. Harsom that his father left him athousand cities on the
continent and over against that one thousand boats on the sea. Every day he would take a
sack of flour on his shoulder and go from city to city and from province to province to
study the Torah. One day his servants found him and seized him for public service. He
said to them: | beg of you, let me go to study the Torah. They said: By thelife of R.
Eleazar b. Harsom, we shall not let you go. [He gave them much money so that they let
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him go]. He had never seen them, for he was sitting all day and night, occupying himself
with the Torah. Y oma 35b
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R. Hiyyab. Ammi further said in the name of *Ulla: A man who lives from the labour [of
his hands] is greater than the one who fears heaven. For with regard to the one who fears
heaven it is written: Happy is the man that feareth the L-rd, while with regard to the man
who lives from his own work it is written: When you eat of the labor of your hands, you
are considered fortunate and it shall be well with you. (Psalms 128:2) *You are
consdered fortunate’, in thisworld, ‘and it shall be well with you’, in the world to come.
But of the man that fears heaven it is not written: *and it shall be well with you'.
Berachos 8a
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Who isrich? He who is happy with hislot, asit is said: When you eat of the labor of your
hands, you are considered fortunate and it shall be well with you. (Psalms 128:2) * Y ou
are considered fortunate’, in thisworld, ‘and it shall be well with you’, in the world to
come. Avos4:l
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He used to say: Beloved is man, for he was created in G-d'simage; it isindicative of a
greater love that it was made known to him that he was created in G-d'simage, asit is
said: "For in the image of G-d He made man." Beloved are the people Isradl, for they
are described as children of the Omnipresent; it isindicative of a greater lovethat it was
made known to them that they are described as children of the Omnipresent, asit issaid:
"You are children to Hashem Y our G-d." Beloved are the people Israel, for a cherished
utensil was given to them; it isindicative of agreater love that it was made known to
them that they were given a cherished utensil, asitissaid: "For | have given you a good
teaching; do not forsake My Torah." Avos 3:14



