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TISHA B'AV
AND THE VALLEY OF THE CLUSTER
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And they came to the brook of Eshkol, and cut down from there a branch with one cluster
of grapes, and they bore it between two on a pole; and they brought of the pomegranates,
and of thefigs. The place was called the brook Eshkol, because of the cluster of grapes
which the people of Israel cut down from there. Numbers 13:23,24
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It was taught: R. Eliezer says: The ‘vine' isthe world, the ‘three branches’ are [the
patriarchs] Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; ‘and as it was budding its blossoms shot forth’,
these are the matriarchs; ‘and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes’, these are the
tribes. Thereupon R. Y ehoshua said to him: Is aman shown [in a dream] what has
happened? Surely he is only shown what is to happen! Therefore, | say: The‘vine' isthe
Torah, the ‘three branches are Moses, Aaron and Miriam; ‘and as it was budding its
blossoms shot forth’, these are [the members of] the Sanhedrin; ‘and the clusters thereof
brought forth ripe grapes’, are the righteous people of every generation. R. Gamaliel said:
We dtill stand in need of the Modiite, for he explains the verse as referring to one place.
For R. Eleazar the Modiite says: The‘vine' is Jerusalem, the ‘three branches' are the
Temple, the King and the High priest; ‘and as it was budding its blossoms shot forth’,
these are the young priests; ‘and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes’, these are
the drink-offerings. R. Joshuab. Levi interpretsit in regard to the gifts [bestowed by G-d
upon Israel]. For R. Joshua b. Levi said: The*vine' isthe Torah, the ‘three branches are
the well, the pillar of smoke, and the manna; *and as it was budding its blossom's shot
forth’, these are the first fruits; ‘and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes’, these
are the drink-offerings. R. Yirmiah b. Abba said: The ‘vine’ islsragl, for so it iswritten:
Thou didst pluck up avine out of Egypt. The ‘three branches' are the three Festivals on
which Isragl go up [to the Temple] every year. ‘And as it was budding’: the time Is come
for Israel to be fruitful and to multiply, for so it iswritten: And the children of Israel were
fruitful, and increased abundantly. ‘ Its blossoms shot forth’: the timeis come for Israel to
be redeemed, for so it iswritten: And their lifeblood is dashed against My garments, and

| have stained all My raiment. * And the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes': the
timeis come for Egypt to drink the cup of staggering. And thisisin accordance with
what Raba had said: Why are three cups mentioned in connection with Egypt? One
[refersto the cup] which she drank in the days of Moses; the other to that which she
drank in the days of Pharaoh-Necho; and the third to that which she is destined to drink
together with all the nations. R. Abba said to R. Yirmiah b. Abba: When Rav expounded
[this verse] in an Aggadic lecture he expounded it as you have done. R. Shimon b. Lakish
said: This people[Isragl] islike unto avine: its branches are the aristocracy, its clusters
the scholars, its leaves the common people, itstwigs those in Isragl that are void of
learning. Thisiswhat was meant when word was sent from there [Palesting]. ‘L et the
clusters pray for the leaves, for wereit not for the leaves the clusters could not exist’.
Chullin 92a
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Where shall we go? Our brothers have discouraged our heart, saying: The people are
greater and taller than we; the cities are great and fortified up to heaven; and moreover
we have seen the sons of the Anakim there. Deuteronomy 1:28
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At the time when the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Abraham to perform the
circumcision, he went and sought advice from his three friends: [Aner, Eshkol, and
Mamre]. Aner said to him: You're aready a hundred years old and you're causing youself
such pain? Eshkol said to him: Why are you going and surrendering yourelf to your
enemies [because of your weakened condition]. Mamre told him: How can G-d not stand
by your side? Through the fiery furnace, the time of famine and the kings [He stood by
your side], and you shouldn't listen to thisthing [that He is asking of you?]. The Holy
One, blessed be He, said to him: [Because] you gave him good advice to perform the
circumcision, by your life [l swear] that | will only reveal myself to him in your palace.
Thisiswhat is meant by the verse: And G-d appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre.
Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 42:8
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Rav Y ehudah said in Rav's name: Everything which Abraham personally did for the
Ministering Angels, the Holy One, blessed be He, did in person for his sons; and
whatever Abraham did through amessenger, the Holy One, blessed be He, did for his

sons through a messenger. [Thus:] "And Abraham ran unto the herd" — "And there went
forth awind from the L-rd." "And he took butter, and milk," — "Behold, | will rain bread
from heaven for you." "And he stood by them under the tree." — "Behold, | will stand

before thee there upon the rock, etc.” "And Abraham went with them to bring them on the
way," "And the Lord went before them by day." "Let alittle water, | pray you, be
fetched," and "Thou shalt smite the rock," and "There shall come water out of it, that the
people may drink." But heisthusin conflict with R. Hama son of R. Hanina. For R.
Hama son of R. Hanina said, and the School of Ishmael taught likewise: Asareward for
three things [done by Abraham] they [his descendants] obtained three things. Thus. Asa
reward for, ["And he took] butter and milk", they received the manna; as areward for,
"And he stood by them," they received the pillar of cloud; asareward for, "Let alittle
water, | pray you, be fetched," they were granted Miriam'swell. Bava M etzia 86b
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SHIVA ASAR B' TAMUZ
AND THE HISTORIC CYCLE OF TRAGEDY

A. The Exile of Aristobulus
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The L-rd shall bring you, and your king which you shalt set over you, unto a nation
which neither you nor your fathers have known; and there shall you serve other gods,
wood and stone. Deuteronomy 28:36

B. The Rise of Herod
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The stranger that iswithin your midst shall get up above you very high; and you shall
come down very low. Deuteronomy 28:43

C. Roman Domination
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Therefore shall you serve your enemies which the L-rd shall send against you, in hunger,
and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of al things, and He shall put ayoke of iron
upon your neck, until He has destroyed you. The L-rd shall bring a nation against you
from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flies; a nation whose tongue you
shall not understand. Deuteronomy 28:48-49

D. Dispersion and Persecution
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And the L-rd shall scatter you among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto
the other; and there you shalt serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have
known, even wood and stone. And among these nations shall you find no ease, neither
shall the sole of thy foot have rest; but the L-rd shall give you there atrembling heart,
and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind. Deuter onomy 28:64-65
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E. The Final Defeat
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And the L-rd shall bring you into Egypt again with ships, by the way whereof | spoke
unto you, Y ou shall see it no more again; and there you shall be sold unto your enemies
for bondmen and bondwomen, and no man shall buy you. Deuter onomy 28:68

F. Recurring Tragedies
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Five misfortunes befill our fathers on the Seventeenth of Tammuz and five on the Ninth
of Av. On the Seventeenth of Tammuz the tablets of the Torah were shattered, the daily
offering was discontinued, a breach was made in the city and Apostomos burned the
Sefer Torah and an idol was placed in the Temple. On the Ninth of Av it was decreed that
our fathers should not enter the promised land, the Temple was destroyed the first and
second time, Bethar was captured and the city [of Jerusalem] was plowed up.

Taanis 26a, b
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Rav Y ehudah said in Shmuel's name: When Solomon married Pharaoh's daughter,
Gabriel descended and planted areed in the sea, and it gathered a bank around it, on
which the great city of Rome was built. In a Baraitha it was taught: On the day that
Jeroboam brought the two golden calves, one into Bethel and the other into Dan, a hut
was built, and this developed into Greek Italy. Shabbos 56b
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And by your sword shall you live, and shall serve your brother; and it shall come to pass
when you shall have the dominion [or be unjustly dominated because the Jews no longer
observe the Torah], that you shall break his yoke from off your neck. Genesis 27:40



