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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Why did the opponents (Misnagdim) of the Hasidic
movement find it so objectionable?

2.  What prompted the Hasidim to form their own
congregations?

3.  What innovation did the Hasidim introduce to
shechita?

4. How did the Hasidim's concept of Torah lishmah
differ from that of their opponents?

5. Inwhat way did the excommunications have a positive
influence upon the development of Hasidism?

This and much more will be addressed in the fourteenth
lecture of this series: "Excommunication: The Bitter
Struggle between the Hasidim and their Opponents”.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind, as you listen to the tape and read
through the outline. Go back to these questions once again
at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Useit, as well, as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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EXCOMMUNICATION:
THE BITTER STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE HASIDIM AND THEIR OPPONENTS

l. A Divided People

A.
« TV T 172 Do 1hR 021937 539 K37 7907 . L L 12390 PnInn Dvm vaxy (1

9737 DIAR 7191 AAN 7713V IR 00w 17aYD 791 . L. naned awh T avi P XY
77PN TYAN 1 (ARWBTIAN) prXs 1 17an 13°121218p OnNaxR

| am pleading with you . . . that you and your group abandon the road upon which you are
traveling . . . so that the people be no longer divided into two factions . . . and we will
merit to serve Him perfectly in unity. Letter from R. Avraham Katzenelenbogen,
Chief Rabbi of Brisk to R. Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev, Eighth of Tamuz, 1784
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We shouldn't become divided into separate factions to let them publicly pray according to
the Sefardic liturgy within our countries. Letter of R. Meshulem Igrato the
communities of Lvov and Brody
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In conclusion, the Jews were distinct from the mixed multitude [of recently converted
non Jews| in two ways: in eating, they didn't eat the same food (the mixed multitude did
not eat the manna), and in addition they didn't mingle with them, for they were secluded
within the clouds. This was the cause of the sin of the golden calf as [the mixed multitude
argued], "Why do you seclude yourselves away from us and study by yourselves and
don't eat our food?' | personally have witnessed this conflict on a constant basis where
someone desires seclusion in order to pray in aseparate minyan, because it isimpossible
to pray with the community who only perform  mitzvos out of habit or for some other
similar reasons. Regarding eating, the level of this generation isinadequate, for everyone
is allowed to slaughter, even those that are not expert in the laws of shechita (ritual
dlaughter) and are not G-d fearing. Thisis counter to our holy Rabbis, both early and later
authorities, who demanded that a shochet be recognized as being G-d fearing. . . . I, the
writer of these words, experienced al of thisdirectly and thisiswhy | personally ordered
that a special Bais Medrash (Study Hall) be madein Sharigrad. Toldos Y aakov Y osef,
ParshasNasa 13
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... Behold, the essence of prayer isthat it enables each person to enter his particular
[Divine] "gateway", for prayer isaladder which isimplanted on earth and whose top
reaches to the very Heavens. Since, each "gateway" is composed of different
combinations of the Divine name, there exist different versions of the liturgy [which
reflect these diverse combinations]. The thirteenth "gate" is designed to be used for
anyone who doesn't recognize histriba affiliation and the proper order of prayers with
which to enter the courtyard of the King. . . . Behold that spiritual giant, the Arizal, since
he clearly knew the pathways of Heaven, instructed those who weren't aware of their
tribal affiliation and instituted on their behalf an order of prayer that incorporated many
different versions of prayer, asiswell known to scholars. . . . When everyone knew their
tribal affiliation, it was certainly better that their prayers enter their specific gateway . . .
Now, however, when we don't know our tribal affiliation, everyone should embrace the
path of the Arizal . . . R. Dov Ber of Mezritch, Sefer Magid D'vorov L'Y aakov 133
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... Our liturgy, Nusach Ashkenaz, has the status of [authentic] Torah. Nonetheless, the
Sefardim should still continue their own customary form of prayer, asthey [dso] have a
basis, and one shouldn't change from the customs of one's forefathers. Those who have
recently come to change the customs of our holy forefathers, however, are, in my
opinion, slighting the honor of our Rabbis, the authors of the Tosephos, and the Rosh,
and will eventually be held accountable. ... HaRav HaGaon R. Yechezkel Landau,
author of the Noda BiY hudah, Tzion L'Nefesh Chiyah, Berachos 11a

E.

N2 377 . . . 0v1a% AW LW PYYM ... Yy o o v (1
0177 937 173137 727 PPN° 00N MW KXY XA XY 0D X . . . T XY YD I 073
AR 5w 9T 12 DWIN PIPN W AU NPDI WIBAI NAIWH NI MIVIINI
QoMM YW A TIWnT NI ‘07 ANTRT . . . 1IV 97 TO0M 77 :1°ID3 AW NXPR 1T

There are those amongst them that are totally uneducated . . . and who act abnormally.
They wear white clothing . . . and move their hands back and forth and sway like the trees
of theforest . . . Someone who knows neither Scripture nor Mishna, is given thetitle,
"Chacham’ (scholar) and is called Rebbe. He who excels in making these movements and
actionsis considered praiseworthy amongst their children and wives and leads the
unintelligent. They relate a sampling of his praises in his presence, "[Behold] this chasid
(man of piety), this anav (humbleone)..." Rabbi Shlomo of Chelm (1717-1781),
Preface to Mirkeves HaMishneh
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They clap with their hands and sway to their sides. Their heads are bent back and their
face and eyeslook upwards. R. Yaakov Emden, Sefer Mitpachas Sofrim 31
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Prayer isan act of couplingwiththe  Shechina. Just like the beginning of the  zivug is
accompanied with movement, so, too, with prayer at the beginning. Afterwards, one can
stand without movement and should cleavetothe  Shechina with great devaikus. The
initial movement can bring to great passion . . . Tzavo'os HaRivash 68
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When a person is drowning in ariver and displays great agitation and movement in order
to extricate himself from the running water, the onlookers certainly don't make fun of him
or his motions. So, too, no one should ridicule someone who prays and makes motions,
for heis saving himself from the treacherous waters which arethe  klipos (forces of evil)
and foreign thoughts which come to disturb him from concentrating while praying. Sefer
Keser Shem Tov 24b
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Their actions appear like the holy ophanim (angelsin the appearance of wheels). The top
is on the bottom and the bottom isontop. Letter from the community of Vilnato the
community of Brisk
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In addition, they are not alowed to turn themselves upside down, asistheir custom, with
their head below and their feet above. Community of Leshnov, Galicia, 1772



Series| X 5 Lecture #14

G.
.+« « ?DPDNI 7D TXID I°R2 MT MR N7 oIy nmcm 93972 Q°RTIINT [@°05n1] (1

anTIAN VINWD Y72 2307 19PN 2°WIT O 2°BONN NLIWH DIORY 0°X%17 DINI
(ARWL>TI2M) PAX® "2 /1% D27 T7aR OFNAR M ANON 0T 0MWBLIHT %1702
7926 ‘MY TIRAT” ‘D XA 7PN NIW

Theuseof our chalafim (ritual slaughter knives) has been well established from time
immemorial, generation after generation, without any objection or criticism. ... The
[Hasidim] do not want to eat from the ritual aughter whereour  kosher chalafim were
used. They have replaced good with bad as they are using the honed knives instead.
HaRav HaGaon R. Avraham, Chief Rabbi of Brisk, to R. Levi Yitzchak of
Berdichev, 1784
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Those shochtim (ritual slaughterers) who trained using the honed knives who were
trained by their mentors who werein turn trained by their mentors who ultimately
received thistradition from the early Rabbis who developed this, the famed ritua
slaughterers of Mezritch. They were supported in their efforts by the supreme holy man,
the princeof G-d, the leader of the Jews in exile, the Magid, of blessed memory. All
those of an upright heart, his renowned righteous disciples, who drank with thirst his
words, the words of the living G-d, followed his example. HaRav Yehudah Leib,
author of " Sh'eirisYehudah", brother of HaRav HaGaon R. Shneur Zalman of
Liadi
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No one should dare to organize aseparate minyan in order to pray with diverse motions,
i.e. various lip movements, clapping of the hands, and swaying of their heads like a
drunkard, or to change the standard liturgy which our holy forefathers instituted. If it be
found that anyone of these communities has the audacity to form their own  minyan for
the above purpose, they shall be excommunicated and banned from both worlds, this
world and the next and they shall be ostracized and cut off from all of the sanctity of
Isragl. . .. Writ of excommunication of the community of Cracow, 1805
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"The kings of the earth set themselves. .. " (Psalms 2:2) Who are the kings? Rabbanan.
(Gittin 62) who are established through the nobleman whose land is his. Thisisthe one
who set up the Rav who is referred to as a"king", through the dictates of the kings of the
earth, on whose land and city [he dwells] in the period after the destruction of the
Temple. [The term king is used to describe both of them: the one who set up the Rabbi
and also the Rabbi himself]. "The kings of the earth set themselves and the rulers take
counsel against Hashem and against his anointed.” (Psalms 2:2) refers to the leadership
which the Rav sets up. They take up counsel against Hashem and his anointed one, for
they immediately make plans against Hashem regarding forbidden foods, to remove good
shochtim (ritual slaughterers) and replace them with bad ones, according their whims.
Thisthey did and other similar things, as my own eyes witnessed. "His anointed one" is
referring tothe lomdim (analytical Torah scholars) who are engrossed in Torah and
Avodah, against whom they take counsel how to drive them from the city and destroy
their minyan. Sefer Toldos Yaakov Y osef, Par shas Noso, section 17

. Torah Study Nigleh and Nistar
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The pshat (simple meaning) isneeded by all. The  sod (Kabbalah) is only for great
scholars. Gra, Commentary to Mishlei 25:11
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Anyone who reflects upon them and their actions will see how their actions are debased.
Through the study of Kabbalah . . . they have degraded nigleh (the non mystical areas of
Torah study) and its students . . . and have degraded all of the great scholars of the
generation. HaRav HaGaon R. Eliezer Rokeach, author of the Shemen Rokeach
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The soul said to the Rav (Baal Shem Tov) that the reason he merited that these lofty ideas
were revealed to him was not because he had learned much of Talmud andthe ~ Poskim
(halachic authorities) but rather because of his prayer which he constantly did with great
concentration. From that, did he merit to reach such great heights.  Tzavo'osHaRivash
(R. Yisrael Baal Shem) 41
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There isno other way to achieve closenessto G-d other than through the power of the
study of Torah. All who are closeto the Torah are close to the Holy One, blessed be He.
... Our brothers of Israel, perhaps the time has arrived to fix this breach and return to the
strengthening of Torah study, in all areas of HisTorah. HaRav HaGaon, R. Chaim of
Volozhin
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[1. Consecrating the Mundane
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Due to our many sins, there exists a sect amongst us. . . who spend all of their days asif
they were holidays and constantly fill their scomachs with all sorts of delicacies. . . .
HaRav HaGaon R. Yechezkel Landau, author of the Noda BiY hudah, Drushei
HaTzlach, #39
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They cast away from themselves the yoke of Heaven and forsake eterna life. They are
occupied all day only with their songs. Proclamation of the community of Brody 1772
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Thisis an important principle. Everything in the world contains Divine sparks. There is
nothing that is devoid of these sparks, even wood and stone. In every action of man,
including sins, there are these sparks which came as aresult of the [breaking of the]
vessels. What are the sparks that are contained in asin? Thisis repentance. When a
person repents for asin, he elevates sparks that were [once] in the higher world. Tzavo'os
HaRivash (R. Yisrael Baal Shem) 41
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If a person does any act of hisfree volition, which he is not commanded to do, that action
will have no effect to make a dwelling for the Shechina. The essentia tikun that a person
effectsis through fulfilling the will of his Creator. Otherwise, it is merely a human
contrivance. All of his machinations will be of no benefit, for how can a human direct
G-d to do hiswill. On the contrary, it is considered to be agrevious sin. HaRav HaGaon
R. Yosef Dov Ber Soloveitchik, Sefer BaisHaL evi, ParshasKi Sisa

V. For the Sake of Heaven
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Your evil inclination can further entrap you by bringing substantial "proofs" that the
purpose of Divine serviceisto achieve " Yiras HaRomimus" (awe of the exalted presence
of G-d), and that this should be a person’s sole motivating force throughout hislife
whereas "Yiras HaOnesh" (fear of Divine retribution) or fear of embarrassment should be
considered beneath contempt, something that one should totally uproot from one's heart.
... Such an attitude could eventually lead to a situation that if you are rebuked by
someone who shows you that you are in violation of some din (law) that your heart will
convince you not to desist from your actions. Y ou will rationaize this by saying that one
should only be driven by one's fear of G-d and not through the fear of man or any other
such extraneous fear. HaRav HaGaon R. Chaim of Volozhin, Nefesh HaChaim,
Perakim, Perek 8
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The mistaken notion that the meaning of lishma isthat study of our holy Torah must be
donewith great dvaikus (clinging to G-d) without stop, often leads to the sin of
abrogating the study of Torah. Thereis even a greater sickness which results, as they
think that the study of Torah without dvaikusisworthless, without benefit, G-d forbid.
... HaRav HaGaon R. Chaim of Volozhin, Nefesh HaChaim, Shaar 4:1



Series| X 10 Lecture #14

P70 127 W7R31 /0% 12 pATY AW Y79 KOX 1N K NIXAT 71N PO nhon (2
MWy 27,5737 97y w1 12372 N122%0 JuYHNI 0°AWwT NI273Y ... (T ,3° B3
Pyn 2°% oA PANonT 7N 73T . .. ,073 IRDNAYY oA HIANAY LY 7NN
21097 PAANAY 770 101N TIW ,TINDD 720w 0 oPha PRnonw AN . .. YD

111 73D f01° APY> NITYIN ‘D .57 win

The only purpose of all of theTorahand  mitzvahs isto merit dvaikusto Him. . ..
Through the course of many years [of Galus| the hearts have diminished and can no
longer understand this. They have made the Torah a personal crown for aggrandizement
and to gain fame. . . . Behold those scholars who travel with great difficulty from city to
city . .. are actualy distancing themselves and turning aside from Hashem. Sefer Toldos
Y aakov Y osef, Par shas Vayechi
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Theroot and essence of lishma isto focus on grasping His G-dliness. . . so that you
should study for itslishma and in dveikus. R. Elimelech of Lizhensk, Likutel Shoshana
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Lishma isfor the sake of the love of Torah. He commanded us to master all of it with
clarity, all of its minutiae, without leaving out anything, whether small or large. HaRav
HaGaon R. Chaim of Volozhin, Ruach Chaim 2:1
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Anyone who dares to denigrate and lower, G-d forbid, those who are engrossed in the
study of Torah, even shlo lishma (not for its own sake) will not be free from the evil that
will befall him and will be held accountable, G-d forbid. Furthermore, such apersonis
included inthelist . . . of those who have no portion in the World to Come, G-d forbid.
... Thereisno greater desecration of the Divine name and His holy Torah than this. Such
a person has lowered the prestige of the holy Torah to the ground . . . HaRav HaGaon R.
Chaim of Volozhin, Nefesh HaChaim, Shaar 4:1-3
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V. Divine Service
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They also scream out during  Shmoneh Esreh  unbecoming foreign (Yiddish) words and
act insanely and claim that their thoughts cause vibrationsin all theworlds. Letter from
the community of Vilnato the community of Brisk, 1772
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My eyes have seen some people of a certain place who are so accustomed to this for such
along time that they have ailmost entirely forgotten the times of the prayer Minchah
which wereinstituted by our Rabbis of blessed memory. . . . When one person [of their
group] asks another, "Let's daven Minchah," the other one responds, "Let's see if the stars
are adready visible in the sky." HaRav HaGaon R. Chaim of Volozhin, Nefesh
HaChaim, Perakim, Perek 8
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They purposely violate the specified times of Krias Shema and Tefilah (prayer). HaRav
HaGaon R. Avraham, Chief Rabbi of Brisk in hisletter to HaRav HaGaon R. Levi
Yitzchak of Berdichev
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The essential element of all mitzvasisthe practical implementation. Purity of thought is
an adjunct to the action and mitzva and is not essential. HaRav HaGaon R. Chaim of
Volozhin, Nefesh HaChaim, Shaar 1:29
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Even though it is true that the thoughts of aperson rise up and attach themselves to their
spiritual source, still and all, thought is not the essential element of our Divine service but
rather action. Our positive thoughts attach themselves to the action. HaRav HaGaon R.
Chaim of Volozhin, Prefaceto the Gaon's commentary to Shulchan Aruch
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... The[Hasidim] are attracted to burning emotion and deprecate the value of practical
mitzvahs when done without proper concentration and motivation. They say that the
essenceis concentration and motivation. HaRav HaGaon R. Menachem Mendel of
Shklov, Sefer Mayim Adirim
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They invented laws and customs which were unknown to our forefathers. . . . Letter
from the community of Vilna to the community of Pinsk
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Whenever thereisa tzaddik and chacham (scholar) who leads the generation and the
masses follow him and cling to him, then they all become chachamim (scholars), for
everything followsthehead. R. Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sadilkov, Sefer Degel
Machneh Ephraim, Par shas Balak

077 79°N NDIM IR NIX APR TWIVY IR DY DR PYMWW Y (i T I (2
7 17V 9257 INIR 0¥ 1R XOW DA 07 IROW 7 93 19 DRk 1HXR 0OY0N
IPHXY DR TINDIW XIT PIRAR Y037 03 0173 IPR T NHRA DIAR LINATIT M7 120D
199X ©2Y0I1 TR PNITOM PNIPTRI PNIATIT QAW MDY 901 YW NP PRINIIRD
XPW D7 D°NDIMT NININM POV NIWYH R? HAR LIHR RN NIWYDY PRITIR 7050
IR 937 71T 12T JPOTA 7 MY RXMAN OXY LIPHR ¥I012 0K 019 IR 777 1200 71 YT
1799 13 03 RI7T 7377 ,NMPRAW Dp DY 11avL 7900 PhR 0Y0Nw Wik ITRY R
YIN PNRI AR .0°NDIMI NINIR TWIVW A 17 NBIR M7 AN owh N7V DY onIR
N19173 NIPIWSM R2%1 @237 12 PR pw 730 93 7105w MY 1annnRI paTh 20 XY W

ART DWAD WA TIRM ‘0 .37 7TV TIAvH 79950 5107 18271 17 Hy



Series| X 13 Lecture #14

Behold, whenever the common people hear of someone who is reported to have wrought
some miracle, they travel to him and believe in everything that he tells them, even though
they don't know him since he was young and don't recognize his true nature and behavior.
Thetruth is that the purpose of traveling to a tzaddik isto emulate his good deeds,
something that is only verified after [others] have witnessed his saintliness and piety for
many years. . . . It isnot good to cling to someone [simply on the basis of reported
miracles], for in the end, falsehood has no real basis and, ultimately, he will be the cause
of great misconduct and his followers will eventually serve foreign gods. R. Klonimos
Kalman Epstein, Maor V'Shemesh, ParshasR'elh

F. Moreover, this new doctrine was cal culated to make the way to blessedness
easier, inasmuch asit declared that fasts and vigils and the constant study of the Talmud
are not only useless, but even pregjudicial to that cheerfulness of spirit which is essential
to genuine piety. It wastherefore natural that the adherents of the doctrine quickly
multiplied. The rapid spread of this sect and the favor with which a great part of the
people regarded it may be very easily explained. The natural inclination to idleness and a
life of speculation on the part of the majority, who from birth are destined to study; the
dryness and unfruitfulness of rabbinical studies; the great burden of the ceremonial law,
which the new doctrine promised to lighten and finally, the tendency to fanaticism and
the love of the marvelous, which are nurtured by this doctrine-these are sufficient to
make this phenomenon intelligible.Autobiography of Solomon Maimon Chapter 16
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| will not hide the truth, for | often say that al that is stated in the Shulchan Aruch in
regards to halachais binding for every Jew equally without exception. However, he who
only has Torah, doesn't possess even that (see Y evamos 109b), for it only becomes
something which is performed out of rote. Therefore, anyone who acts with chesed (love
and piety) towards his Creator, stands out by the actions which he initiates for the sake of
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Hashem and sanctifies himself according to his benevolence. But there is no one standard
way of doing this, because no two people love Hashem in the sameway. . . . But to make
an entire community who act with uniform piety, is to create a new standard of laws and
statutes, something that isimpossible. That iswhy | have seen my masters, the Gaon, the
author of the Sefer HaPhlaah (R. Pinchas Horowitz), z'l, and my master, the chasid of
the Kehunah (priesthood), R. Nassan Adler, zt"l, and the Gaon R. Zaman  Chasd, z'l,
did not lead an entire community who followed their ways. | bear witness that never in
my entirelifedid | see these holy men of Israel quote from the Sefer HaZohar inany
public address. . . Their disciples are all exemplary, however, none of them are dlike. . . .
R. Moshe Sofer, Teshuvas Chasam Sofer 1:197

VI.  Accusations of Heresy
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My beloved brethren and friends who safeguard the Torah and Divine service, Anshel
Shlomainu (trusted members of our group), of the  minyan of the holy community of
Vilna. May Hashem be with you forever. . . . Behold, we originally went to the home of
the Gaon of Vilna, may he be protected, in order to engage him in debate and to dispel
his criticism against us. Thisiswhile | was with the Rav HaChasd R. Mendel of
Horodoker (Vitebsker), ztll"h, but he closed the door on us on two occasions. When the
leadership of the city spoke to him and said, "Our master, behold their renowned Rav has
come to debate with his honor. When he will be defeated, there will surely be peace in
Israel." He rejected their entreaties, however, without giving them sufficient cause. When
they began to pressure him in earnest, he abruptly left the city. He stayed away until the
day of our departure from the city, asiswell known by the elders of the city. ... We
traveled to the holy community of Shklov in order to debate with them, but we were not
successful and they acted towards us in a despicable manner. They reneged on their
promise not to cause us any harm when they saw that they had nothing to counter our
arguments. It was then that they went against us with force. They based their position
upon the Gaon of Vilna, may Hashem protect him.  Letter from R. Shneur Zalman of
Liadi totheHasidim of Vilna, 1797, Igros HaK odesh, | geres #34
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When HaRav R. Mendel of Minsk (Vitebsk) was here this past winter adjacent to the true
Gaon, that man of G-d, our master R. Eliyahu, the  chasid, he didn't see him the entire
winter. He said that [R. Mendel] accepted an interpretation of a certain passage of the
Zohar which was explained by their sect (lit. family) in a manner which contains within it
words of heresy and Kabbalistic formulations which are very terrible. When the
documents from Shklov were delivered here, to the holy community of Vilna, the Gaon
then declared that the community of Shklov is correct in its conclusion that the
aforementioned sect are heretics whose status is such that they should be lowered to a pit
and not released. Letter #6, Zmir Aritzim V'Charbos Tzurim, 1772
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[The followers of R. Avraham of Kalisk] were engaged throughout the day in foolishness
and mockery. They also ridiculed all the [Tamudic] scholars, disgraced them in al sorts
of ways, and acted towards them with contempt and in great levity. In addition, they were
constantly performing somersaultsin the market places and in the town plazas. The name
of Heaven was disgraced in the eyes of the uncircumcised through this, as well asthe
other forms of frolic and mockery performed in the streets of Kalisk. In the winter of
5532 (1771-72), after the debate in Shklov, you couldn't answer these charges and justify
such actions. The scholars of Shklov wrote to the Gaon of Vilna, may he rest in peace,
and were successful in convincing him to judge us as being in the category of those who
are lowered into a pit but not released, G-d forbid, and as being heretics who debase
Torah scholars. Regarding standing on one's head, he declared it to be akin to the idolatry
of Por etc. Letter from HaRav HaGaon R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi to R. Avraham
of Kalisk, 1805, Igros Kodesh p. 125-126
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Actualy, they judged [the Gaon] favorably [in not granting an audience to R. Mendel of
Vitebsk and R. Shneur Zalman)] as he had already firmly decided the matter without any
hesitation or doubt, on the basis of the testimony of many witnesses, men who were
considered to be above reproach in character and reliability. Accordingly, when he heard
some Torah expositions [in the name of the Hasidic masters] from that well known
intermediary who explained all of this, [the Gaon] didn't view them favorably nor did he
attempt to bring arguments on behalf of their defense, that perhaps the intermediary
changed the original language ever so sightly, and, therefore, changed the meaning
entirely. Most certainly, [the Gaon] didn't imagine that perhaps we were privy to a
communication from Hashem through Eliyahu, z'l, who explained the hidden meaning of
the Zohar in a way which eluded him. But such an explanation would have to be
delivered directly and not through that intermediary. And since to be on such alevel [of
gilui Eliyahu] one needs to have reached a great and awesome level of sanctity, whichis
completely contrary to what he had directly heard from reliable witnesses, and one
doesn't normally err in away that isthe polar opposite from the truth, he refused to
accept any explanation whatsoever regarding the Torah exposition that he heard,
absolutely nothing. Letter from HaRav HaGaon R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi to the
minyan of Hasidim in Vilna, 1797, Igros HaK odesh, I geres #34
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VIl.  The Excommunication
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No one should travel from our communities to the place of the Hasidim to join with them
nor stand within four cubits of them and most certainly not to directly look into the face
of the evil one, the leader of their community, who serves afalse god and calls to gods of
gold: These are your gods O Isragl, asis apparent from his magjor work, [Toldos Y aakov

Y osef] that belongs in the category of works of evil doers. . . . The ban istill in effect for
those who have adopted a different liturgy, or serve their G-d as they do to tear the flesh
and clap as did the prophets of Baal . . . Public proclamation issued in the fair of
Zelva, in thedistrict of Horodna, in the month of Elul 1781
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Because those criminals and heretics claim that | have reversed myself regarding the
cherem (ban), [I am publicly announcing that] they are testifying falsely. On the contrary,
| am now renewing and strengthening the great ban upon them and anyone else who calls
themselves followers of their Rebbe. Regarding them isit stated in Scripture (Proverbs
2:19), "All those who come there will never return." Letter from the Gra, 5556
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Behold, after many years had gone by, after the passing of the Gaon, the chasd, z'l, the
merit of his Torah stood by him and all of those who sought shelter in his shade, so as not
to spill any more blood needlessly, as it became evident to all and the truth became
revealed that we have absolutely no taint of heresy, G-d forbid, or even anything closely
resembling it. If so, then the families should be allowed to intermarry and the other
extreme measures and others bans of the year 1772 should be lifted. HaRav HaGaon R.
Shneur Zalman of Liadi in aletter to the community of Vilna, 1813, Igros

HaK odesh #61
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VIIl. The Effect Upon the Hasidic Movement
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... I (HaRav HaGaon R. Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch, the author of Shailos
U'Teshuvas Tzemach Tzedek ) am going to reveal to you (R. Yechiel Mechel Epstein,
author of Aruch HaShulchan) something that has always remained concealed in my heart.
| haven't revealed this to anyone, with the exception of my father-in-law (R. Dov Ber, the
Mittler Rebbe) and [my and] my wife's grandfather (HaRav HaGaon R. Shneur Zalman of
Liadi, the Alter Rebbe) who agreed with my assessment. It is as follows. The members of
our group of Hasidim don't realize and are incapable of estimating the tremendous good
and favor that the Gaon did for us by opposing us. They have no way of comprehending
the tremendous debt of gratitude that we owe him and the other opponents [of Hasidism],
we and our children and the generations that will come after us.
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| mean to say that if it wouldn't have been for the controversy, there really would have
been a basis and room for concern and worry that the new approach that we developed, or
perhaps better put, that our forefathers devel oped with tumult and uproar, would have
ever so slowly caused us to go beyond the boundaries of the traditional norms of Torah
and mitzvos. It is not without basis that there was great concern, because of the intensity
of the enthusiasm, uplifting of the spirit, and the confidence created by this new approach
which siezed like atempest the hearts of its founders, eventually the study of Talmud
would have been [figuratively] singed by the burning fire of the Kabbalah and the study
of the mysteries of the Kabbalah would have eclipsed the study of  nigleh (the exoteric
areas of the Torah study) and the practical implementation of the mitzvos would have lost
their value in the face of the burning emotion of the mystic mysteries of concentration. If
this would have come to pass, then we would have been lost, G-d forbid. The conflict
actually served as a protective barrier against the flood [of this misplaced enthusiasm]. In
addition, | know as a fact that the works of my grandfather (R. Shneur Zalman) on the
Shulchan Aruch were created as a response to the conflict in order to bring the hearts of
our followers closer to live alife based upon the Torah and halacha and to enhance the
honor of therevealed Torah . . . R. Baruch Epstein, Mekor Baruch, 3:21
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