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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Who wasMesser Leon and what was his relationship
with the Maharik?

2. Who was Johannes Reuchlin and how did he assist the
Jews?

3. What role did Rabbi Joselmann play in the Peasant
Rebellion?

4. Who was Antonius Margaritha and what did he write?

5.  What was the difference between the Catholic and the
Protestant attitude towards the Jews?

This and much more will be addressed in the fifteenth
lecture of this series: "The Protector of Isradl: The Lifeand
Times of Rabbhi Joselmann of Roshaim".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE PROTECTOR OF ISRAEL
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RABBI JOSELMANN OF ROSHEIM

l. Rabbainu Y osef Kolon, the Maharik

A. Magister loseph Colombus Hebreus filius quondam Magister Salomonis de
Trevoto. Notary record of the Maharik in Mantuain 1475 V. Colorni, Annuario di

studi ebraici | 1934
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... These are the words of the one of diminished stature (literally young or immature)

Y osef Kolon b. R. Shlomo, of blessed memory. -  This responsa was copied with great
exactness from the original which was handwritten by the great Rav, the light of the
exile, R. Yosef Kolon, may Hashem bless and protect him, the son of R. Shlomo Tarbot, of
blessed memory. Teshuvas Maharik HaChadashim 9
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A lion (R. Yehudah b. R. Yechiel - Messer Leon) isoutside in the streets. By every
corner are his sucklings (disciples). His wisdom sings out and he distributes it
generously. He sent for the dove (Kolon) and told it, "Read this pronouncement." She
(the dove) became very shaken for she feared that the lion may come and pounce and tear
at her every limb. . . . Teshuvas M aharik HaChadashim 49
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These are the words of the one of diminished stature (literally young or immature) Y osef
Kolon b. R. Shlomo, of blessed memory, the Frenchman. Teshuvas Maharik
HaChadashim 40
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| remember in the days of my youth in Chambery. Teshuvas M aharik Shoresh 157
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| remember when | was asmall childthat my father, my master, the wonder of the
generation, R. Shlomo, of blessed memory, lived in one place, and there was a Rav
who also lived there who was a giant of Torah who possessed great breadth of learning as
well as great understanding. Hisnamewas  R. Yaakov Levi .  Teshuvas Maharik
Shoresh 115
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My father, my master, thewonder of thegeneration, of blessed memory. Teshuvas
Maharik Shoresh 69
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I, the teacher of children, Y osef Kolon b. R. Shlomo, of blessed memory. Teshuvas
Maharik Shoresh 72
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To the princes of thousands, princes of hundreds, the princes of the hosts of Isradl . . . If

the customary Jewish garb does not indicate anything particularly Jewish or is not more

modest than that of the non-Jews, then there is no prohibition for a Jew to wear clothing

which is commonly worn by non-Jews. Teshuvas Maharik Shoresh 192 - Addr essed
to R. Yehudah b. R. Yechid - Messer Leon
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R. Y ehudah, who was called Messer Leon, lived in [the city of] Mantua, [Italy]. He
composed the work, Nofes Tzufim and was an adversary of the Maharik. The community
became so involved in the controversy that the Duke of Mantua expelled both of them
from the city. Sefer Shalsheles HaK abbalah
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Throughout my entire life have | distanced myself from being in the midst of the
harshness (literally putting my head between the rocks) of a controversy, especially when
it meant to excommunicate one of the parties. As anyone who knows me can verify, this
isnot a course of action that | would desire to take. Maharik Shoresh 93
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| will reply to you, according to the limitations of the impoverishment of my mind, only
because of your endearment to me, even though my timeislimited and my work isvery
taxing, for who am | to be worthy of such aposition. | have not reached the [proper]
level, neither in wisdom nor years, to be able to issue legal judgements. Maharik
Shoresh 33
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Hisfather testified that when his Master, Mahari Kolon, of blessed memory, would be
heavily involved in communal activities, and did not have the opportunity to learn, he
would open up a sefer in the daytime and read one or two lines and no more. He did the
same in the evening. [He based himself upon the statement of the Talmud (M enachos
110a), "Whether one does much or only alittle, it isall the same [in G-d's eyes| aslong
asone'sintention isfor the sake of Heaven." Amek Berachah in the name of R.
Avraham Trevesh
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"Since what | am writing goes against popular practice, | only want my ruling to be relied
upon if two great men, heads of Y eshivaswill agreetoit.” The above ruling was
confirmed by R. Yaakov Maiestro and R. Yehudah Mintz. Teshuvas Maharik 160
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Blessings to the head of he who provides [for the community], he who has studied much
and understands the material, he who has learned the halachos and carefully formulates
them like the famous Rachba of Pumbedeisa, the astounding  Aluf, R. Y ehudah Segal
Mintz ... Teshuvas Maharik HaChadashim 6
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The crown of splendor, the fountain of wisdom, the personification of the center of Torah
together with al of its surrounding [wisdom] and foundations. Fortunate is the people
that have such a person in their midst, the great provider, who is incomparable, the Gaon,
R. Yosef Kolon, may his Rock guard him and bless him with life, together with all of his
[extended] family. I ntroduction to the question that was posed to the Maharik by R.
Yehudah Mintz, Teshuvas Maharik HaChadashim 5

1. Persecution and Martyrdom
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In the year 5231 (1470-1) the enemies of Endingen came to cast their net upon the three
brothers (Elias, Eberlin, and Merklin), the uncles of my father, of blessed memory. My
father, of blessed memory, with difficulty, escaped with his life. The enemies submitted
them to all kinds of torture until they were forced to make a [false] confession to the
lying accusations of a scoundrel after [bodies] were found in a Christian cemetery. They
were burned to death for the Sanctification of His name. The martyrs of Pforzheim were
also burned to death at that time. The brother of my father-in-law was also condemned to
be tortured on the wheel in the city of Hagenau at that time. May his soul be bound in the
bond of eternal life. Memoirs of R. Y osef of Rosheim

B.
PANRMD DO 03 Y71 OnR N1 RITW 7T 0AR 1Imn NYRw WX DX '{'IWDT'? 29N5% X7

TI0 owd1 HY 17723 0PI 103 /1T PAW 119X DOTIVITIMR VYA 7 IRY 9DYI
’BPNY NIV NP3 ... RPXI VI 720 T ARw P Puwre 911 oxan w
7P 19970 XD NIPIR T3 239m7 0037 o ‘Nn XDW o DIPN INIXA 1170
0°3°IX77 X2 {7°2°307 P77 °N22 ‘MY IXI NIRIANMT 11PN TIY 1RO vAIRi?
1975w 09191 NI 7V PWI SWIR NIWDI DY ARW P71 23100 700 /NIX 11017
INTY Wi oW %Rl 07 onT WL XYW nna wpab van by 1oen nvnwh owb)



Series VI 5 Lecture #15

TV 023777 NIRM TIAW NN DX TINRD NIOTI WRI DwInn DY MW 07°anh 19RDD)
XXM X217 7wy woi 3% 1170 9 nwsa by 95 071 ‘In 01 NIRn oTIp InInnd
IRWI PIITON PYA T AW DT /OMRA KTV MW 20 WIR NPITPINI TV TP WOR
AYIMW AR 125w ‘137 937 IWALIT 13973 TNXPI W23 JNXR 1TONIT 172X 071D TP
D5 03 RI7 02 WK DY ®DYI pw wI2ho PART DY 2w’ 19733 ¥R 1PTINMH2 290 WK MR
NIRM ' 02 977 93791 INAWR AW 79°27 01 INIRI IR XXM WK 95 mph 1003 o1
o215 5997 0% vapy vEpITS 01 NIXN 0TI Ra% nawnt 951 KDY owdl 91
IRR 971 VY1 MWW TIAR WIRY IV 2IVI W 03D 72137 TR Hama 712 0T 0MwIpn
DY 9951 0293 133 H7XT PITX 177 IR MY 197 WK 1NAR WD 1733 WY PIWRD
ADIPW 1370 APVOIPT ROXIT YA INIRA ALIAWH IR WWDHY NP NITINGY /77972
X211 ¥91° 0Iwa TP APwN DX HIT3 HIPA NP NIwnT X2 T NR T QWX 1002 7730
77 02 YPwh onIx AW NIRD ‘1 SWRAT PR 7991 01DNR TYa 7200 12 nvnn
NI 2977 ION PRNWI MWK HY M1 /BIPW 370 IR LY INIRT D7XT DMK KTV
19237 1131 TV IN°33 onnY 0278 TIDW WORT ARWI INIRIPID N 37ARI 7w X0
D71 DRI 92 PRXY IR 729 71297 wIYR 997 19715 250 WX INIR HW YT 0710
WDl %% 1M IWDI AW M T 127 LKIT AP 12T YT INIRD TV 0IMKRI
K1 X277 022 AR WY 12 0% 7P 71 79I /1178 DIRY 391w nInk mpl
IR TIND DVHPIT . . . QY TON YW RODIW M TIWYN PR ‘IN3% poom OIpn 1N
278D /MBWM $37 MR AR DXAW /T 120 QW CWIRY NMINDWA 113 PRAY Awp 7m0
PRIIWT A INNRI T AW PWITRR DY 201 21 Sw WAk N ay 11bw a1p)

NI379377 /0 .R7D 1Ay 07 Nnpa o112 77 NInvpa H—X1 omyD md

It is quite appropriate to record what | had heard from my father, of blessed memory, how
my father and mother, may they rest in Eden, together with their friends and their
children left the city of Oberehnheim together with other members of the countryside and
ran for their lives [from the Swiss mercenaries during the Burgundian war of 1476-77].
They remained in hiding in two fortresses, Hohbarr and Luetzelstein, where they spent a
whole year in hunger and thirst . . . It was the month of Teves (December-January) and it
was colder than it had been for a very long time, so that the Jews could no longer seek
shelter in caves and hiding places and therefore sought lodging in and around
Tuerckheim. It was then that the [townspeople of Tuerckheim], enemies [of the Jews],
handed them over to the murderous [Swiss]. There were some eighty souls, men, women,
youths and maidens, all prepared to die. They cast themselves upon the ground to beg for
mercy that innocent blood be not spilled. At that time, G-d sent His help and His angel,
who disposed the captain of the soldiersto have mercy. He said to them, "If you bring
eight hundred gold [florins] by noon tomorrow, | shall accept it as your ransom, ten gold
[florins] for each of you." However, there was no Jew left in the territory, save one pious
man, Y ehudah Pamseh of Muehlhausen. All the other Jews had been either destroyed or
dispersed, slain or drowned and robbed of al of their possessions. Now, when this pious
man heard the evil tidings, he rent his garments, sat down on the ground and put on
sackcloth and ashes, and all the people of his household did likewise. During that day and
night, he took (converted) everything that he possessed and dispatched his servant
Mordechal, of blessed memory, with the full amount of ransom money, eight hundred
[gold floring]. The servant was delayed, so that he did not arrive there before noon. Thus,
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they were all led away bound to arope, rabbis, elders, women, youths, and maidens.
First, the mercenaries seized one man whose name was Paneth, of blessed memory,
tearing the clothes from his body so that they might cut off his head. They dealt likewise
with the distinguished Rabbi Tzaddok and similarly with all the others. The people fell
on their knees to confess their sins, and they bared their necks to the sword. The
executioner now drew his sword to cut off their heads in succession, one after the other.
At that moment, the servant arrived and cried out, "Leave all these Jews alone. | have
brought the money for the prisoners. Hereit is!" The ringleaders took the eight hundred
[florins] and permitted the Jews to enter safely into the house of R. Y ehudah Pamseh, of
blessed memory. Paneth, the man who saw the sword as it was about to sever his head,
became mute from fright. Over a half a year passed before he regained his health. The
man who had redeemed them and protected them in his house until the danger had passed
was delighted [to have had such an opportunity]. The progeny of that pious man have,
without exception, merited wealth and honor. The son of my sister, Yitzchak b. Y echiel,
of blessed memory, Pamseh is a descendant of his. It is self evident that someone who
risks hislife and capital to save souls and those about to be killed will merit to enjoy the
fruits of hislabor in thisworld while the principal remains intact for him and his seed in
the next world. | don't have the space to write even atenth of the kindnessthat G-d
miraculously wrought for those who were saved from that terrible decree, for he saved
many families and people of distinction who are worthy of G-d's blessing, including my
father and mother and al of the families of their friends and relatives together with the
other men, women, youths and maidens. Because of the martyrs did G-d repeatedly send
his revenge against the Swiss. G-d is the G-d of vengeance to revenge the blood of His
servants. May it [always] be Hiswill. Amen. Memoairs
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In the years 1503, 1504, and 1505, many peoples fought against the Duke of Heidelberg
in the name of our Emperor Maximilian and they drove him out in disgrace from many
fortresses and places. At that time, they looted and stole everything that they could find
in my possession, including all of the pledges [for loans that | had made] as well as my
household goods, more than four hundred [floring]. | was only left with afew piecesin
my possession and some outstanding loans that were made on trust [without a pledge]. |
was aso able to extricate from the teeth of the evil one hundred and forty gold [floring] of
superior value. This enabled me to support my family until Shevat of that year. So may
Hashem continue to work miracles and wonders day by day. May it [dlways] be Hiswill.
Amen. Memoairs
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[1. Joselmann - The Appointee of the Jewish Community
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In the year 1510, | was appointed, together with Rabbi Tzaddok, the prince, and other
men to keep watch over the community with particular care and to lead it. Memoirs
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Many years have passed since |, the impoverished one, was appointed to be their
advocate before emperors and kings, electors and princes, and to lead them. | was chosen
for this position by the entire Jewish community. Because of this, | wasand still am
responsible to act [on their behalf] in al of the Imperial Dietsand in all of the palaces
and courts of the emperor and electors when the need arises. This was secured by the
power of the oath that | made. L etter to the government of Hanau in the year 1539
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In that same year (1510) a calamity struck in the March [of Brandenburg] when thirty
eight innocent souls were burned in Sanctification of His Name in the city of Berlin. In
addition, enemies and criminals from among our own people arose to destroy the written
copies of the [Oral] Torah. G-d showed to us a miracle within amiracle, for non Jewish
scholars arose to counter him and to restore the Torah to its former glory. The holy
community of Frankfurt sacrificed their lives and fortunes until G-d saw our desperate
plight and saved us from the plot of the apostate. Memaoir s
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See what happened to that enemy [of the Jews] who was nicknamed, "Trefe Katzav" (the
butcher of forbidden meats). He (Pfefferkorn) originally arose to become an informant
againgt individuals and the community. Afterwards, he fought with pious Jews in order to
inform upon them and to cause them harm. This led him to become an apostate. He then
desired to cause grief to all of Israel and to destroy the Oral Torah and all of the holy
books. God showed us a miracle within a miracle and sent that goodly non Jewish
scholar, Dr. Reuchlin to defeat him in the presence of the Pope. He proved that it is
improper to hide [and confiscate] the Talmud and our holy writings. The enemy received
his rightful shame and he died in the city of Cologne. The destruction of the evil isa
cause of rgjoicing for the Jews Sefer HaMikneh, R. Yosef of Rosheim

V. Joselmann - Intercessor for the Jews
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In the year 1515, | was sent to our sovereign lord, the Emperor [Maximilian], of blessed
memory, to lodge a complaint against the city of Oberehenheim, the Lords of Andlau and
the Bishop [of Strasbourg] for planning to expel us from their territory. Because of this, |
was forced to travel there a second and third time. Memoirs
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In the year 1519, the Emperor [Maximilian], of blessed memory, passed away.
Thereupon, the [Jewish] community of Regensburg was expelled. They were stripped of
al of their glory and the desire of our eyes (their holy books) and were sent away [by
boat] over the Danube. . . . At that time, the townspeople of [the Imperia village of]
Dangolsheim decided to drive out all their Jews. . . On Sunday, during the month of
Adar, in the year 1519, they drove out all of the Jews from the village of Dangolsheim.
When their evil neighbors heard of this, they felt even more justified in doing so. Then
G-d caused the Landvogt of Hagenau and the Bishop of Strasbourg to listen to my cries
when | fell beforethem. Memoirs
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In the year 5280 (1519), our sovereign lord, the Emperor, Charles, began hisrule. |, and
the man that was with me, came before him and before his ministers to petition them on
behalf of our people and our inheritance. Wereceived privileges for all of Germany.
Despite this, in that year, the townspeople of Rosheim and those that dwelt under the
domain of Kayserberg received official privilege to banish the Jews of their respective
areas. Even though | was able, with G-d's help, to influence the Emperor to totally revoke
the expulsion decree of the domain of Kayserberg, . . . nonetheless, the official sanction
to banish the Jews from Rosheim was never revoked. By dint of untold effort, we
succeeded in obtaining postponement, again and again. To this very day, there has been
no definite decision in this matter. Memoirs
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In the year 1525, there was turmoil caused by the peasants who had formed armies
throughout all of Germany, the mgjority of them in this province of Alsace. They
attempted to take control and to swalow us up alive. The plague had aready begun in
some areas. Through G-d'smercy, | came to them to the Abbey called Altdorf and there |
won over their hearts through Scripture and directed the leaders of the armiesto publicly
announce that the [peasants] should not lift up a hand against the Jews. In addition, many
documents allowing free passage were issued for every city and state. Even though they
later retracted and revoked their words and writings, still and all, there was space and
deliverance that came about through this public pronouncement of theirs. This plague of
theirs lasted until the Duke of Lorraine attacked them and killed many of them. In the
other provinces, they were slain and drowned by the thousands and ten thousands.
Blessed be G-d who saved us from their hands and their evil plans. May He only continue
to save us. Amen. Memoirs
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In the year 1528, the landed nobility and the knights of the Unterlandvogtel of Hagenau
arose and brought slanderous charges before King Ferdinand, may his majesty be exalted,
and received permission from him to drive us out from the Imperial territories, from all of
the villages, and some of the cities. They outnumbered and forcibly prevailed upon the
Unterlandvogt and he obtained a written order [of expulsion] from the King. All of the
Jews of the province prevailed upon me to be their representative, as | had been in the
past. | complied with their request. Because of an accident that happened on the way to
the horse [| wasriding], | made a firm commitment not to ride until | [first] came [by
foot] to the palace of the King. With G-d's help, | succeeded in finding favor in his eyes
and he recalled the decree which he had issued [to the knights] and gave me documents
reconfirming the rights of the Jewsto settle [in Alsace] according to our privileges of the
past. Even though they empowered me to spend up to three hundred [gold florins] for
expenses, | only spent forty gold florins. The adversaries again decided to go back and
stir up enmity and to undo what had been achieved. G-d, however, sent angels of
destruction to the three principal plotters, who fell victim to a sudden illness. The fourth
fell into the hands of his own enemies at his residence, Hochfelden, and was put to death.
The land has been quiet till this day. Blessed be G-d who has taken revenge upon our
enemies and has saved us from their hands and the evil which they had plotted against us.
Memoirs
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In the year 1530, arumor spread and persisted among all the nations that the Jews were
[spying against the Germans and were] reporting their findings to the Turks. These
defamations also came to the attention of our sovereign lords, the King and Emperor,
may their majesty be exalted. As aresult, we were outlawed and denied admission to
many lands. With the consent of the Jewish communities, | compiled and arranged a
booklet to prove our innocence. | then came, with G-d's help, to the city of Innsburk
before the two sovereigns. "And Y osef found grace" for they agreeably accepted the
arguments for our exoneration and reconfirmed all our privileges as of old. Memoirs
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In that year of 1530, the princes of the people, the officials and noble ladies without
number held a conference in order to adopt resolutions and ordinances. The princes had
in mind, at that time, to revoke the Jewish privilege of taking interest. With G-d's help, |
stood up in opposition and succeeded in having the ancient rights from the days of the
Emperor Sigismund (1433) reconfirmed by the Emperor [Charles], in silencing our
accusers and in restoring peace to the land for the time being. Memoirs
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In the year 1531, the danderers came back to chase and pursue the Emperor in Brabant
and Flanders, aland where there are no Jews. | was stirred by the concerns of the
community to travel to those countriesin order to stand in opposition and [plead our
cause], with G-d's help. From the beginning of Adar until the beginning of Sivan
(February 18 to May 17), 1531, | remained at the Emperor's court to work for the
common good. A knight by the name of Rotraut attempted to destroy me, but G-d, in His
great kindness, sent His angel on my behalf to save me from his hand and from all those
who attempted to entrap me. During that period, | entered the inner sanctum, the chamber
of the Emperor, and was adequately able to articulate to him [my position]. He favorably
replied to my [requests]. In the interim, while | was free [from public business] and was
alonein my room, I composed awork which is called, "Derech HaK odesh”. By the life of
the writer, | enjoyed those days of solitary contemplation. | thought to myself, "Fortunate
are all of those men of the previous generations who were able to concentrate their
thoughts [on higher concerns] and distanced themselves from the vanities of thisworld in
order to involve themselves with spiritual pursuits." Memoirs
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Look at the destruction of the Jewish community of Regensburg! It all started with two
informers. . . Those two informers, who were the first to morally compromise the
community, became apostates; one of them, together with al of his children, and the
other, with his fiancee. Even though their fathers were descended from great men,
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nonetheless, the severity of this crime of slander is such that even the merits of the fathers
are of no benefit. The younger of the two tormented the entire Diaspora through his use
of the printing press. He expanded and built upon previous heretical worksin order to
inject the poisonous venom that was seething within him. He [also] slandered the Jewsto
the Emperor, may his majesty be exalted, with the following three charges: 1) The Jews
curse the Gentiles 2) They denigrate Y eshu in the [prayer] Aleynu Lishabayach 3) The
Jews circumcise converts. The Emperor, filled with wrath, sent me a message that | must
come without delay to answer the charges. Because of the kindness of the Omnipresent
and the merit of the community, not my own personal merit, He gave me the ability to
express myself articulately to refute that apostate decisively, on that first day of the
month of Av, 1530, and to, thank G-d, adequately defend the people of Israd. [It was so
successful,] that the apostate was sentenced to be put in jail and was forced to swear that
he would leave the surrounding area. He went over to the faith of Luther and he
continued to beathornin our side. Sefer HaMikneh

VI. R. Solomon Molcho
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During that time, (1532) an Italian (Portuguese), a righteous convert, by the name of
Rabbi Shlomo Molcho, may he rest in Eden, came with an extraordinary ideato stir up
the Emperor by telling him that he had come to summon all the Jews to fight against the
Turks. When | heard of his plans, | wrote him aletter warning him againgt stirring up the
heart of the Emperor, lest he be destroyed by the great fire. | left Regensburg so that the
Emperor could not say that | had a hand in this scheme. As soon as he came to the
Emperor, he was put into chains and brought to Bologna (Mantua). There, he was burned
at the stake, in sanctification of the Name of G-d and the faith of Israel. He delivered
many people from sin. May his soul rest in the Garden of Eden. Memoirs

VII.  The Controversy of Prague
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In the year 1534, there arose turmoil and strife between the holy community of Prague
and the men of the [village of] Horowitz in alliance with other men to such an extent that
the other communities throughout Bohemia broke up into separate warring factions. It
reached such a point that the Rabbis of Posen and the Rabbis of Germany wrote to the
various factions that they should reach afinal settlement and all of the issues should be
decided by men of integrity. Thelot fell upon the great Rabbinic mind, Rav Avraham b.
R. Avigdor, of blessed memory, and myself, the inferior one, to draw up guidelines and
rules [regarding the conduct of the community]. Because of the repeated requests of our
Rabbis, did | make that very difficult trip to that great city dedicated to G-d (Prague) to
be an appendage to the Gaon, of blessed memory. We instituted and set up a twenty three
point reform program that significantly improved the situation. The plan met the approval
of more than four hundred prominent citizens who added their signaturesto it. While |
was involved in al of this, however, one of the men of Horowitz, together with his
compatriot whose sobriquet is" Shabas Tosh", arose to hand me over to murderers and |
had to stand in the Royal Castle three timesto protect my life. The entire community of
Prague stood by my side. With G-d's help, | came away from the [den of] lions innocent
[of the charges] and in peace. Besides all of this, many self proclaimed "authorities’ came
to lend their support to the contentious ones to [defame] my honor. The truth, however,
makes its own way [to the surface]. Men of great distinction from all sides and corners,
[including] Italy and Austria, clothed themselvesin the garb of Divine jealousy and came
to defend my honor and to take up my cause and to give their approval to al that was
written in the document that | put together. The strife and resistance of the men of
Horowitz that created such grief and aggravation, caused, through our many sins, that the
Jewish community became despoiled. It was a cause of their undoing, and not of their
flourishing, asis evident by the occurrence of calamity upon calamity. May G-d forgive
them and all of usfor our sins. Memaoirs

VIII. The Silesian Calumny
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In the year 1535, the attribute of Divine judgement was about to be enacted against our
brethren of Silesia, who were all imprisoned. | needed to travel all the way to Schwabach
and Ansbach, together with R. Liebermann, of blessed memory, to act on their behalf and
to release them from imprisonment. Even though the leader of the community (Avraham
Hirsch of Leobschuetz) aswell as two or three others were burned at the stake as a result
of afalse allegation concerning pigs milk (for witchcraft), at the end, the falsehood was
recognized and, with G-d's help, he (the Margrave George) granted freedom to the
imprisoned. From the general fund of German Jewry, | spent over six hundred [gold
floring] in order to prove and persuade the prince, Margrave George, that we, aswell as
the rest of Isragl, are innocent of this crime and dander. Memoirs

IX. Martin Luther and the Age of Protestantism
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In the year 5297 (1536) the prince, Herzog Hans von Saxon (the Elector John Fredrick of
Saxony), was about to take away our rights and forbid anyone of the people of Israel to
travel within the confines of hisland. He did this through the influence of the minister
who is called Martin Luther - Lo Tohor. His soul and body are bound in Hell, for he
wrote books, many books of heresy which constantly fell from hislap, which stated that
he who helps a Jew will lose dl hope [of salvation]. Through his many anti Semitic
works, the princes and the nations were so affected that the people of Israel werein grave
danger. Through the permission of our Rabbis, | was able to acquire supportive letters
from other non Jewish [Protestant] scholars and the city of Strasbourg. | attempted to
meet with the prince (of Saxony) in the territories of Meisen and Thuringen but | was
unsuccessful. Finally, when he came to the city of Frankfurt together with the other
princes, especially the prince of Brandenburg, who planned as well to expel al of the
Jews, [then | was able to present to them,] asaresult of a public debate in which |
engaged the [Protestant] non Jewish scholars to prove to them the incorrectness of the
position of Luther and Bucer and their followers, based upon the words of our Holy
Torah. Asaresult, they agreed to the correctness of my position. A miracle within a
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miracle occurred to us when it became known to the public, as well asto Margrave
Johachim, that all of those martyrs who were burned at the stake during the lifetime of his
father in the year 1510, thirty eight Jewish souls, were falsely and maliciously accused,
for the thief had already retracted his[original] false confession, [in which he had falsely
maligned the Jews,] and that evil enemy and villain, the Bishop [Jerome], had
commanded the priest [who heard this retraction as part of the final confession of the
criminal] not to relate the confession of the thief to the prince. Because of this, the
princes retracted from their evil and granted [the Jews] free passage throughout their
lands. To this day, does Prince Johachim stand by his word. The Prince of Saxony,
however, went back on his promise and treated us terribly, as people without rights.
Therefore, did G-d cause him to be humbled in order that he receive his just deserts.
Blessed be G-d, who wrought vengeance on our behalf. Memoirs

2) Seht jetzt auf nechst gehaltenem tag zu franckfort durch den hochgelerten Dr.
Phillip Melancton ist dem Hochgebornen frsten und Herren, Marggr. Joachim von
Brandenburg Churfr. glaubhaftig frgepracht worden, wie von Tyrannen die armen Juden,
bey seines Vattern seligen leben zu unrecht verbrannt worden, und wiewol der alt Crfst
nit so lauter den ufsatz gewist, dannocht wurden 38 uff das unwahr gegeben verbrannt,
und der denselbigen ubelthater der sie zu unrecht angeben mut, sein beucht gehort, der
lebet noch und ist warhaftig bey Wuttemburg. . . . Trostschrift - R. Josel Jud zu
Rosheim

Please take alook at what happened during those days (1539) at the convention [of the
Protestant Estates]| at Frankfort when the very learned Dr. Phillip Melancthon presented
compelling evidence to the great and exalted nobleman, Margrave Joachim Il of
Brandenburg, the Elector [of the Holy Roman Empire], how the Jews were unjustly
burned at the stake under the regime of the previous Margrave [Joachim 1], the present
Margrave's father. At the time, the Margrave was not informed of the details of the libel,
and as aresult, thirty eight [innocent] Jews were burned at the stake. The priest who
heard the confession of the criminal, who claimed that he was forced to make the false
accusation, is still alive. He now lives near Wttemburg. . . . On the strength of that
evidence, | was able to receive from the honored Elector, on behalf of all of the Jews
everywhere, permission to conduct business and to freely travel within his domain,
something that had previously been denied them for some thirty years. Letter of
Consolation - R. Yosef of Rosheim
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In the year 1544, the Emperor set out with a mighty army against the King of France, and
he pushed forward until he came to a place near Paris. At that time, authorized officials
went about the country to obtain pledges of war contributions from the Jews of Germany.
Eventually, we agreed to give him three thousand gold florins, worth fifteen batzen
apiece, and four hundred kronen just for drinking expenses [for the Emperor's retinue],
besides gifts with a total value of about a thousand gold florins. We taxed the populace at
arate of three quarters percent [of their total worth]. At that time, while | was in the holy
community of Worms, all of the princes and potentates had decided to expel the Jews and
to have the Emperor grant them permission to do so. Just as they were about to do so, a
good man arose, may he be favorably remembered, to expound and explain to them that it
isimproper to release the Jews from their dominion, for it istheir religious and traditional
obligation to retain Jews within the domain of the Roman Emperor and King, to keep
them as areminder [of the Biblical prophecies]. Thereupon, their evil plan of total
expulsion became null and void. Individuals, however, were expelled at that time from
the domain of Mainz, Eslingen, and Landau and, later on, from other places aswell. The
reason for all of thisisthat, due to our grave sins, this generation finds itself unfit to act
with truth and sincerity of the level of our forefathers. One who isin awe of the word of
G-d will hasten to walk in the way of truth and peace. Memoirs
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In the year 1546, our sovereign lord, the Emperor, came to the city of Regensburg, and
commanded all of the princes and potentates to come to the Reichstag (Diet) and to
resolve their differences and to grapple with the issues of faith that divide them. Even
though most of them attended, two of the princes, those of Saxony and Hesse, and their
followers, caused the Emperor sorrow and grief in their rebellion against him, which had
aready lasted many years. In the midst of al of this, | worked towards creating renewed
confirmations and improved privileges that had never yet been granted to us during the
period of the emperors or kings. In [the Reichstag of] Speyer (1544), the Emperor and his
advisors had promised to give it to me. At that Diet, in Regensburg, | made a public
appeal to the Emperor to keep his promise, and, thus, the agreements were written down
and sealed by the Emperor with his own hand. After that, the Emperor decided to gather
armies and wage war against those two princes. A nation who spoke a foreign tongue, the
Spanish, joined with his forces and were about to destroy the Jewish nation, had G-d not
aided uswhen | came to the great ruler, who was known as [Nicholas Perrenet,] the Lord
of Granvelle, who was second only to the Emperor, to ask him to request the Emperor to
protect us. He did so and went to the Emperor and said to him, "Behold, the Jews have
suffered so much at the hands of the L utherans, and now your own people, the Spaniards,
have come to destroy them in spite of the new privileges which you have issued to them
yesterday and the day before." The Emperor saw it fitting to declare, "It isnot right to
mistreat the Jews. Let it therefore be officially decreed and signed, on pain of
punishment, that no man from any of Our armies may lift up either his hand or hisfoot to
injure or harm any Jew whatsoever." Forthwith, messengers sped throughout al of
Germany with documents proclaiming that anyone who would violate this prohibition
would be liable to the death penalty. All at once, the Spanish mercenaries became well
disposed towards the Jews. When the Emperor and his army went forth, the Jews brought
them more than five wagon loads of bread and wine. The two princes of Saxony and
Hesse amassed an army of over one hundred thousand infantrymen and mounted armored
knights. Even though the army of the sovereign lord, the Emperor, was neither as
powerful nor aslarge as their army, with only atotal of some forty thousand troops, G-d
was at his side to pursue them until their final defeat. Eventudly, the two princes were
captured and still remain in captivity. We, the people of Israel, who were in the holy
community of Frankfurt, called out to Him, with a mighty voice and prayed each morning
and evening Avinu Malkainu and Shir HaYichud that G-d should protect the lord, the
Emperor, may his majesty be exalted, and His people Isragl, for He has the power to
work salvation whether they be many or few. The entire victory of the Emperor was all
accomplished in the year 5307 (1546-1547). G-d wrought miracles and wonders on our
behalf and, in His compassion, protected the people of Isragl so that no one was killed
during that immense war. Memoirs
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Series VI 18 Lecture #15

In [Dec. of] the year 1546, our sovereign lord, the Emperor, sent his general, together
with an army of tens of thousands, against the city of Frankfurt in order to subdueit. [He
also instructed him to] alow them to peaceably surrender if they would be willing to
accept his conditions. The Jewish community [of Frankfurt] sent me acommunication
and asked me to intercede on their behalf before [the commanding general], Count
[Maximilian] von Bueren. The city was conquered and the city's gates were opened to the
Count and all of hisarmies. | came to the Count and made my presentation and gave him
agift worth atotal value of eight hundred [gold florins]. [As aresult,] there was peacein
[the Jewish] section and the [entire] city [was safe] for the Jews. What the [mercenaries]
had looted and plundered in Feuchtwangen and Darmstadt, they in turn sold to the Jews
at avery reduced price. [Asaresult,] the Jews were able to make from this agoodly
amount of money. Thank G-d, their prayers were heard and their mourning turned into
joy. In such amanner, may G-d extend peace to all of the Jewish people. Memoirs
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The diversity and immensity of the benevolence which G-d has bestowed upon usin
every time and era, is a deep and mysterious subject. It is something that our own eyes
have seen now [in the wake of the Schmalkaldic War]. A nation (Germany) had set up a
new faith (Protestantism) based upon many different leniencies (from Catholicism). They
planned to attack us and uproot the nation of Israel through many different harsh decrees
and forced conversions. G-d saw the anguish of His people and sent His angel, angels of
mercy, to strengthen and empower the lord, the Emperor Charles, may G-d exalt his
majesty, in order to defeat them repeatedly and to render void their covenants and plots
and to demean them and to conquer and capture states and cities effortlessly.
Miraculously, he was victorious and he saved the Jewish people from the hands of this
new faith which was founded by the minister by the name of Martin Luther (Lo Tohor -
unclean). He attempted to utterly destroy the entirety of Jewry. May G-d be blessed, who
foiled his plot and showed us His vengeance and great salvation. Just now, at the
beginning of Shevat, the Emperor, may his majesty be exated, sent Count [von Beuren],
the commander of hisforces, to the city of Frankfurt. Even before he planned to lay siege
to the city, they were seized by fear and were afraid to openly fight him. With great
humility, the burgers sought compassion and kindness [from the general] for their
rebellion. In the name of the [Imperia standard of] the eagle, the Count accepted their
surrender and agreed to act with them in semi-kindness. Sefer HaM ikneh



