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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. How old was Hillel when hefirst went up from Babylon to
|srael ?

2.  WhowereHilld's teachers?

3. Describe the events that led to Hillel's appointment as
"Nasi"?

4. Who was Menachem?

5.  Why do we rule like the the House of Hillel (Bais Hillel) and
not like the House of Shamai (Bais Shamai)?

This and much more will be addressed in the fifteenth lecture of
this series: "Hilld".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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l. Hillel the Babylonian

A.
1701 992257 HHi by Ironwa T L7707 D231 RATY 9V DRIWH [0 IROnwIws

.2 1230

When the Torah was forgotten from Isragl, Ezra went up from Babylon and reestablished
it. When it was forgotten again, Hillel the Babylonian went up from Babylon and restored
it. Sukah 20a
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Four died at the age of one hundred and twenty: Moshe, Hillel the Elder, Rabban

Y ochanon ben Zacai, and Rabbe Akiva. Moshe was in Egypt for forty years, wasin
Midian for forty years and led the Jewish People for forty years. Hillel the Elder went up
from Babylon at the age of forty, studied under the Sages for forty years and led the
Jewish people for forty years. Rabban Y ochanon ben Zacai was involved in business for
forty years, studied under the Sages for forty years and led the Jewish people for forty
years. Rabbi Akiva was a shepherd for forty years, studied under the Sages for forty years
and led the Jewish people for forty years. Sifri Zos Habracha 36
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Hillel, Shimon, Gamliel, and Shimon had the position of "Nasi" (President of the
Sanhedrin) for atotal period of one hundred years while the Bais Hamikdash was still
standing. Shabbos 15a
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Hillel and Shachnawere brothers. Hillel occupied himself with learning Torah. Shachna
wasinvolved in business. Eventually (when Hillel was aready an accomplished scholar),
Shachnasaid to Hillel let us pool our resources (you will receive half of my wealth and |
will receive in turn half of your reward in the next world for all your learning). A voice
from Heaven issued forth and said "If aman would (offer to) give al the wealth of his
property on behalf of love (closeness to Hashem acquired by doing Mitzvos and learning
Torah) that offer would be held in the greatest contempt (Song of Songs 8:7). Sota 21a
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Regarding three things did Hillel come up from Babylon (to seek confirmation from
Shmaya and Avtalion)... Hillel expounded (on these three subjects by himself) and was
actually correct but went up to Eretz Yisroel and received the confirmation from Shmaya
and Avtalion. Yerushalmi Pesachim 6:1
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They said regarding Hillel the Elder that every day he would work and earn a" Tarpik" (a
half dinar). He would give haf to the watchman of the Study Hall and half to support
himself and his family. One day, he couldn't find any work and without the necessary fee
the watchman wouldn't let him in. Hillel climbed up and sat by the sky light of the Study
Hall so asto hear the words of Living G-d from the mouths of Shmaya and Avtalion.
Thereisatradition that that day was an Erev Shabbos in the middle of winter and (a
tremendous amount of) snow fell all over him. At the beginning of dawn Shmaya said to
Avtalion: Avtalion my brother, every day the room is bright and today it's dark. Perhaps
it's cloudy today. They looked closely and saw a human form on the skylight. They went
up and found three cubits of snow on top of Hillel. They extracted him, washed him,
anointed him, and they placed him opposite a bon fire. They made the comment that for
such a person (like Hillel) it was truly worthwhile to violate Shabbos. Y oma 35b
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Il. Hillel the Prince
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The Rabbis taught us that this halacha (that a korbon Pesach is brought on Shabbos) was
forgotten by the "Bnai Besaira' (the family that was acting in the capacity of President of
the Sanhedrin). One time, erev Pesach fell out on Shabbos. The Bnai Besaira forgot and
did not know whether the korbon Pesach has precedence over Shabbos or not. They
asked: "Does anyone know if Pesach has precedence over Shabbos or not?' They were
told: Thereis one man who came up from Babylon and Hillel the Babylonian is his name;
who studied under Shmaya and Avtalion and knows if the korbon Pesach takes
precedence. He said to them: Do we have just one Pesach ayear? We have over two
hundred "pesachs" a year that push aside Shabbos. They asked him: "How do you know
this?' He replied: "The word "moado” is stated both by the korbon tomid and the korbon
Pesach. Just like the korbon tomid is brought on Shabbos so too the korbon Pesach is
brought on Shabbos..." They immediately sat him up front and appointed him as "Nasi"
(President of the Sanhedrin). Pesachim 66a
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Hillel and Menachem did not disagree (regarding the issue of Semicha). Menachem left
and Shamai took his place... Where did Menachem go? Abayee said that he went out on
to the path of heresy. Rava said that he went out to the service of the king and 80 pairs of
his disciples followed him clothed in royal garb. Chagiga 16a,b
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C. Now there was one of these Essenes, whose name was Manahem, who had this
testimony, that he not only conducted his life after an excellent manner, but had the
foreknowledge of future events given him by G-d aso. This man once saw Herod when
he was a child, and going to school, and saluted him as king of the Jews; but he thinking
that either he did not know him, or that he wasin jest, put him in mind that he was but a
private man, but Manahem smiled to himself, and clapped him on his backside with his
hand, and said, "However that be thou wilt be king, and wilt begin thy reign happily, for
G-d finds thee worthy of it. And do thou remember the blows that Manahem hath given
thee, as being asignal of the change of thy fortune. And truly this will be the reasoning
for thee, that thou love justice and piety towards G-d, and clemency towards thy citizens;
yet do | know how thy whole conduct will be, that thou wilt not be such a one, for thou
wilt excel all men in happiness, and obtain an everlasting reputation, but wilt forget piety
and righteousness and these crimes will not be concealed from G-d, at the conclusion of
thy life, when thou wilt find that he will be mindful of them, and punish thee for them."
Now at that time Herod did not at all attend to what Manahem said, as having no hopes of
such advancement; but alittle afterward, when he was so fortunate as to be advanced to
the dignity of king, and was in the height of his dominion, he sent for Manahem, and
asked him, How long he should reign? Manahem did not tell him the full length of his
reign, wherefore, upon that silence of his, he asked him, farther, Whether he would reign
ten years or not? hereplied, "Y es, twenty, nay thirty years," but did not assign the just
determinate limit of hisreign. Herod was satisfied with these replies, and gave Manahem
his hand, and dismissed him, and from that time he continued to honor all the Essenes.
Antiquities Book XV 10:4
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Hillel and Shamai received the Torah from Shmayaand Avtalion. Hillel said: Be from
the students of Aaron; love peace, pursue peace, love humanity and bring them closer to
Torah. Avos1:12

E. But Pollio, the Pharisee, and Sameas, a disciple of his, were honored by him
above al the rest, for when Jerusalem was besieged, they advised the citizensto receive
Herod, for which advice they were well requited; but this Pollio, at the time when Herod
was once upon histrial of life and death, foretold, in way of reproach, to Hyrcanus and
the other judges, how this Herod, whom they suffered now to escape, would afterward
inflict punishment on them all which had its completion in time, while G-d fulfilled the
words he had spoken. Antiquities Book XV 1:1
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F. He endeavored also to persuade Pollio the Pharisee, and Sameas, and the greatest
part of their scholars, to take the oath; but these would neither submit so to do, nor were
they punished together with the rest, out of the reverence he boreto Pollio.  Antiquities
Book XV 10:4

1. Hillel the Teacher

A.

NI3R 729 I 00 XITW D ROX OIR 7200 DX DI W7AW 7377 02 TR0N IRy

TIMoN% 29PN DRAwe2 ona PR YWID 7397 MY 0IR 53D DMIMIR 1727 Uy
©:3 N1 7377 NIAR .0°WDI D°T°0N DR TR 0N IRX 717N

Establish many disciples (Avos 1:1, was stated by the Men of Great Assembly in
contradistinction to the opinion of Bais Shamai). Because Bais Shamai said that one
should only teach a student who iswise, humble, from afine family, and has means.
Whereas Bais Hillel said: (similar to the Men of the Great Assembly) teach all people.
There were many sinners amongst the Jewish People that were brought close to the study
of Torah and eventually became righteous and pious. Avos D'Rabbi Nosan 2:9

B.
TWNd 0PYY 115w FIWNW 0%KR 10 0N 0WHY 1R o 3% 1 ovnbn ooing
HI73 .0%29°2 OV .31 73 YUITD An0 07PhY TIYNY 0°IR1 oan DwhYW LI130
PXOT 12 73797 727 PY 1YY IR OROT 73 73090 737 193030 JuR ORIV 12 0190 191030
D291 @%P 02190 PPITRT 77N PPITRT NITIRT NIDYT XRINI TIWMI RPN M7 ROV
nivwn 0°%p7 NPy oY Ney NAwn 2R N NN NIDIPN NI DT
»IRT N7 TR 727 7257 FwYn Y73 127 JoR 12T HITA 937 DYYIY niPwn 170295
T2 1291930 JURT ANIRD 37 KPAR DPNIIRINT WY 27X 21k mMRIw 7 07ph X2
POIYY AWPW AYwa HROTIY 72 NI DY PHY 1R LI1D1 ANd NAR DY 191030 99T
.13 71390 .73 7o MDY 7Yy 95 77ina

Hillel the Elder had eighty (prime) disciples. Thirty of them were worthy of the Shechina
(Divine Presence) resting on them as it had rested on Moshe Rabainu. Thirty of them
were worthy of the miracle of the Sun standing still asit had occurred through

Y ehoshuah bin Nun. Twenty were "average”. The greatest of them was Y onason ben
Uziel. The smallest of them was Rabban Y ochanon ben Zacai. It has been said regarding
Rabban Y ochanon ben Zacai that he had expertise in Scripture, Mishna, Gemorah,
Halachos, Aggados, the inferences made from the careful reading of Scriptural texts, the
enactments of the Rabbis, the principles of hermeneutics, calculations for the seasons and
fixing the calendar, gematrias, the speech of the angels, the speech of the demons, the
speech of the palm trees, parables of the launderers and the foxes, the great topic [the
function of the Divine Chariot] and the relatively minor topic [the Talmudic discussions
of Abayee and Rovo]. Thiswas afulfillment of the verse "To give substance as an
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inheritance to my beloved and their treasure houses will | fill (Mishle 8)." Since the
smallest disciple of Hillel reached such alevel, (we can assume that) that level was most
certainly reached by his greatest disciple. It has been said regarding Y onason ben Uziel
that at the time he would be sitting and involving himself with the study of Torah, any
bird that would fly by would be immediately burned. Sukah 28a
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Once, the Sages were sitting in the upper floor of "Bais Gurid" in Jericho and a voice
from Heaven issued forth and said: "There is one here who is worthy of the Shechina
resting upon him just as it rested upon Moshe Rabainu. His generation, however, does not
merit this. The Sages turned their eyestowards Hillel the Elder. When he died, they said
of him: "That pious one, that humble one, the (spiritual) disciple of Ezra. Sanhedrin 11a
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Rabbi Abba said that Shmuel said that for three years Bais Shamai disagreed with Bais
Hillel. These (Bais Shamai) said that the halacha should be decided according to our
opinion (because Bais Shamai were greater logicians) and those (Bais Hillel) said that the
halacha should be decided according to our opinion (because Bais Hillel wasin the
majority). An echo from Heaven issued forth and said: "these and those are the words of
the Living G-d, but the halacha has been decided according to the opinion of BaisHillel."
Since these and those are the words of the living G-d what did Bais Hillel do to deserve
to be considered the only authoritative opinion? Because they were pleasant and humble.
In addition not only did they repeat the words of Bais Shamai (who disagreed with them)
but they aso stated the position of Bais Shamai before they stated their own position. . . .
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We can derive from this story the following principles: One who humbles himself, will
be elevated by Hashem. One who attempts to elevate himself, however, will eventually
be humbled by Hashem. One who attempts to achieve domination, will find it to be an
elusive goal. On the other hand, one who runs away from being in a position of power
will find that position chasing him. One who pushes to achieve when the timeis not
auspicious will bein turn pushed away. One who lets time take its course, will find that
eventually histimewill come. Eruvin 13b



