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THE CALL OF THE SHOFAR
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Blow a shofar at the new moon, at the full moon on our feast day. For thisis a statute for
Israel, an ordinance of the G-d of Jacob. Psalms 81:4, 5

B.

D°%1n) DI 2P YT AYIINa oophR APY nnd woRY 13 1AW 1 owa CInnl 93 T

PO DY 7700, R TP MWD wRIA 170 K03 DY awh A a7apnws (1,1

IV WY 773p0 7 ,173Ap0 2100 PYRINT NI 7PhYI SRIWW 1137 .AYIna

nIn% 1777 NIn onh 9T oAnT oPbY XHPNmY DMnN K0S DY awy 1777 KON
RV WD F2TRIPNT LWIAY AN VAW WINA ,FIWT WRID NPOK .00

B.Y ehudah bar Nachmani in the name of R. Shimon ben Lakish opened hislecture [on
Rosh HaShana] asfollows. G-d has gone up with a cry (teruah), the L-rd with the sound
of ashofar. (Psalms 47:6) When the Holy One, blessed be He, goes up to sit upon the
throne of [strict] judgement on Rosh HaShana, He goes up to rule according to the law.
Thisiswhat is meant by the verse: God has gone up with a [fearful] cry (teruah). But
when the Jewish people take their shofars and blow them in the presence of the Holy
One, blessed be He, what does He do? He gets up from the throne of judgement and sits
upon the throne of mercy and He becomes full of mercy and turns [the judgement

around] from the attribute of judgement to the attribute of mercy. Midrash Vayikra
Rabbah 29:3
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Rabbi Chanania ben Dosa said: [From] that ram that was created at twilight, nothing went
to waste. The ash of the ram became the foundation of the inner altar. The sinews of the
ram became the ten strings of the harp that David would play. The hide of the ram
became the belt for the loins of Eliyahu, of blessed memory. . . . Of the horns of the ram,
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the left one became the horn that He blew on Mount Sinai . . . and theright one, whichis
the larger than the left, will be the one that He is destined to blow in the future asit says
in Scripture: And it shall come to passin that day, that the great shofar shall be blown,
and those shall come who were lost in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of
Egypt, and shall worship the L-rd in the holy mount at Jerusalem. (Isaiah 27:13) And the
L-rd shall be king over all the earth; on that day the L-rd shall be one, and His name one.
(Zachariah 14:9). Midrash Pirkel D'Rabbi Eliezer 30
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R. Abbahu said: Why do we blow on aram's horn? The Holy One, blessed be He, said:
Sound before Me aram's horn so that | may remember on your behalf the binding of
Isaac the son of Abraham, and account it to you asif you had bound yourselves before
Me. Rosh HaShanah 16a
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And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him aram caught in a
thicket by hishorns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt
offering in place of hisson. (Genesis 22:13) This teaches us that the Holy One, blessed
be He, showed Abraham, our father, the ram being removed from one forest and being
caught up in the other forest. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Abraham: So too are
your seed destined to become grabbed by their sins and caught up in difficulties. The end
isthat they will be redeemed by the horns of theram asiit is stated in Scripture: And the
L-rd G-d shall blow the shofar (Zechariah 9:14) R. Hunab. R. Yitzchok said: This
teaches us that the Holy One, blessed be He, showed Abraham, our father, the ram being
removed from one forest and being caught up in the other forest. The Holy One, blessed
be He, said to Abraham: So too are your seed destined to become grabbed by the nations
and caught up in difficulties They will be pulled from one kingdom to the next: From
Babylon to Media, from Mediato Greece. From Greece to Rome. The end is that they
will be redeemed by the horns of theram asit is stated in Scripture: And the L-rd shall
be seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth like the lightning; and the L-rd G-d shall
blow the shofar (Zechariah 9:14) Midrash Vayikra Rabbah 29:10
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THE SPIRITUAL DIMENSIONS OF CHANUKAH
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Rabbi Chaninathe deputy High Priest said: | used to serve in the Temple and [I

witnessed that] there were miracles that ocurred with the Menorah. When they lit it on
the beginning of the year it did not extinguish until the next year. Once when the olives
were not producing oil, the priests began to cry. Rabbi Chaninathe deputy High Priest
said: | wasin the Temple and | found that the Menorah lit longer than it did throughout
theyear. . . . Our Sages said: When they lit the Menorah every courtyard that was in
Jerusalem was using its light. For this reason Scripture states: And they shall bring you
clear illuminating oil, made from hand crushed olives. (Exodus 27:20) Midrash
Tanchuma Parshas Tetzaveh 3
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The Holy One, blessed be He said to the Jewish people: If you light before Me lamps, |
will light unto you from the great light of the future asit is stated in Scripture: TheL-rd
shall be to you an everlasting light, and your G-d your glory. (Isaiah 60:19) Midrash
Tanchuma Par shas Tetzaveh 4
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The Holy One, blessed be He said to the Jewish people: If you light before Me, | will also
watch your soulsfrom any terrible thing, for the plague shall not touch you. For your
souls are compared to alamp asit is stated in Scripture: The spirit of man is the candle of
the Lord, searching all the inward parts of the belly. (Proverbs 20:27) Midrash
Tanchuma Par shas Bahaloscho 4
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What is [the reason of] Hanukkah? For our Rabbis taught: On the twenty-fifth of Kislew
[commence] the days of Hanukkah, which are eight on which alamentation for the dead
and fasting are forbidden. For when the Greeks entered the Temple, they defiled al the
oils therein, and when the Hasmonean dynasty prevailed against and defeated them, they
made search and found only one cruse of oil which lay with the seal of the High Priest,
but which contained sufficient for one day's lighting only; yet a miracle was wrought
therein and they lit [the lamp] therewith for eight days. The following year these [days]
were appointed a Festival with [the recital of] Hallel and thanksgiving. Shabbos 21b

E.
A0 NAW LONOK N1 DO 03

The miracle occured every day. Shabbos 23a
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Without the vell of testimony ... shall [Aaron] order it: (Leviticus 24) Does He then
requireits light? Surely, during the entire forty years that the Israelites travelled in the
wilderness they travelled only by Hislight! But it is atestimony to mankind that the
Divine Presencerestsin Isragl. What is the testimony? — Said Rav: That was the western
branch [of the candelabrum ] in which the same quantity of oil was poured as into the
rest, and yet he kindled [the others] from it and ended therewith. Shabbos 22b
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R. Y ochanan further said in the name of R. Yosal: Three things did Moses ask of the
Holy One, blessed be He, and they were granted to him. He asked that the Divine
Presence should rest upon Isragl, and it was granted to him. For itissaid: Isit not in that
Thou goest with us [so that we are distinguished, | and Thy people, from all the people
that are upon the face of the earth]. He asked that the Divine Presence should not rest
upon the idolaters, and it was granted to him. For it is said: * So that we are distinguished,
| and Thy people’. He asked that He should show him the ways of the Holy One, blessed
be He, and it was granted to him. For it is said: Show me now Thy ways. Berachos7a
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And darkness refers to the exile of Greece who darkened the eyes of Israel through their
decrees, for they said to them: Write upon the horn of a ox that you have no portion in the
G-dof Israel. Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 2:4
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R. Akiva expounded: When husband and wife are worthy, the Shechinah abides with
them; when they are not worthy fire consumesthem. Sotah 17a

J In the days of Mattisyahu, the son of Y ochanan, the High priest, the Hasmonean,
and his sons, when the wicked Greek kingdom rose up against Y our people Israel to
make them forget Your Torah and compel them to stray from the statutes of Y our
Will--Youin Your great mercy stood up for them in the time of their distress. Y ou took
up their grievance, judged their claim, and avenged their wrong. Y ou delivered the
strong into the hands of the weak, the many into the hands of thefew, theimpureinto
the hands of the pure, the wicked into the hands of the righteous, and the wanton
into the hands of the diligent studentsof Your Torah. For Yourself You made agreat
and holy Namein Y our world, and for Y our people Israel Y ou worked a great victory
and salvation as this very day. Thereafter, Y our children came to the Holy of Holies of
your House, cleansed Your Temple, purified the site of Your Holinessand  kindled
lightsin the Courtyardsof Your Sanctuary ; and they established these eight days of
Chanukah to express thanks and praiseto Y our great Name. " Al HaNism" Prayer



