7703

THELIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series| Lecture #16

THE MESSIANIC ERA AND THE WORLD TO COME

l. Moshiach in Scripture
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And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the
curse, which | have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the
nations, whither the L-rd thy G-d hath driven thee. And shalt return unto the L-rd thy
G-d, and shalt obey his voice according to all that | command thee this day, thou and thy
children, with al thine heart, and with all thy soul; that then the L-rd thy G-d will turn
thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the
nations, whither the L-rd thy G-d hath scattered thee. If any of thine be driven out unto
the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the L-rd thy G-d gather thee; And theL-rd
thy G-d will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess
it; and He will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. And the L-rd thy G-d
will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the L-rd thy G-d with all
thine heart and with al thy soul, that thou mayest live. And the L-rd thy G-d will put al
these curses upon thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, which persecuted thee. And
thou shalt return and obey the voice of the L-rd and do all his commandments which |
command thee thisday. And the L-rd thy G-d will give thee abundance in every work of
thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy
land, for good; for the L-rd will again rejoice over thee for good, as He rejoiced over thy
fathers; if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the L-rd thy G-d, to keep His
commandments and his statutes which are written in this book of the law, and if thou turn
unto the L-rd thy G-d with al thine heart, and with all thy soul. Deuter onomy 30:1-10
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The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between hisfeet, until shall
come Shiloh; and unto him shalt the gathering of the peoples be. Genesis49:10
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| shall see him, but not now; | shall behold him, but not nigh; there shall come a star out
of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and
destroy all the children of Sheth. Numbers 24:17
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And it shall come to passin the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up
to the mountain of the Lord to the house of the G-d of Jacob; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the L-rd from Jerusalem. And He shall judge among the nations, and shall decide
among many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruninghooks; nation shal not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. |saiah 2:24
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And there shall come forth arod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of
his roots. And the spirit of the L-rd shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of
the L-rd. And he shal befilled with a spirit of the fear of the L-rd; and he shall not judge
after the sight of his eyes, neither decide after the hearing of his ears; But with
righteousness shall he judge the poor and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of hislips shall
he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of hisloins, and faithfulness
the girdle of hisloins. Thewolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and alittle
child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play
on the hole of the asp and the weaned child shall put his hand on the basilisk's den. They
shall not hurt nor destroy in al my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the L-rd, as the waters cover the sea. And in that day there shall be aroot
of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the nations seek; and his
resting place shall be glorious. And it shall cometo passin that day that the L-rd shall
set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be
left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam,
and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. Isaiah 11:1-11
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And say unto them, Thus saith the L-rd G-d: Behold, | will take the children of Israel
from among the nations, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and
bring them into their own land. And I will make them one nation in the land upon the
mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them al; and they shall be no more two
nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at al. Neither shall
they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor
with any of their transgressions; but | will save them out of al their dwelling places,
wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them; so shall they be my people, and | will
betheir G-d. And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one
shepherd; they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them.
And they shdl dwell in the land that | have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your
fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their
children’s children forever; and my servant David shall be their prince forever. Moreover
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| will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them;
and | will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them
for evermore. My tabernacle also shal be with them; yea, | will be their G-d, and they
shall be my people. And the heathen shall know that | the L-rd do sanctify Israel, when
my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore. Ezekiel 37:21-28

G.
DOPYRD 1T 1727 TOITD XITT 0172 a2 HWoIT oMY 0RWINY AW YA YT 130 R0 017
02w DY DX 037 DO DR THWAY WRaR XN 013 7 07700 1T ROM™D
7DD JIPT WK NX YR 077 223IANY 17 M 0YWIT AW HYY 71T 07 HY Tnopws
QoW TOONT DI XA 012 .7I927 DY D 1hY M ren by Toond 1hy
72 7717 N2 PRDWN 735 NINDWN NINDWNA PR 737507 .JIT3N NYRAA [INTTII TOOMI
nnpwn 72% 0w 72% 1% N2 nnown .72% 07Pwar 727 (N1 N2 pnown 72% 07w
L7125 oWl 7ab nnewn DRdwn NIIRWIT Dpwnan bo .7ab omwn 1ab cvnun
T—1:2% 1717797

In that day shall the L-rd defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among
them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as G-d, asthe angel of
the L-rd before them. And it shall cometo passin that day, that | will seek to destroy all
the nations that come against Jerusalem. And | will pour upon the house of David, and
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications; and they shall
look unto me for every one whom they have pierced and they shall mourn for him, as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that isin bitterness
for hisfirstborn. Inthat day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, asthe
mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. And the land shall mourn, every
family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of
the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; The family of the house of Levi apart,
and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; All the families
that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart. Zachariah 12:8-14
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Ravasaid: When manisledin for judgment heisasked, Did you deal faithfully (i.e.
with integrity), did you fix times for learning, did you engage in procreation, did you
hope for salvation, did you engage in the dialectics of wisdom, did you understand one
thing from another. Yet even so, if the fear of the L-rd is histreasure, itiswdll: if not, it
isnot well. Shabbos 31a
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For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie;
though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. Habakuk 2:3
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. Eliyahu
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Behold | will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the L-rd
whom ye seek, shall suddenly cometo His temple, even the messenger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the L-rd of Hosts. But who may abide
the day of His coming? and who shall stand when He appeareth? for Heislikea
refiner'sfire, and like fullers soap. And He shall sit asarefiner and purifier of silver:
and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may
offer unto the L-rd an offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem be pleasant unto the L-rd, as in the days of old, and as in former years. And |
will come near to you to judgement; and | will be a swift witness against the sorcerers,
and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the
hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from
hisright, and fear not Me, saith the L-rd of Hosts. For | the L-rd, | have not changed; and
ye sons of Jacob, ye are not consumed.

Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that
serveth G-d and him that serveth Him not. For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as
an oven; and al the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the L-rd of Hosts, that it shall leave them neither
root nor branch. But unto you that fear My name shall the sun of righteousness arise with
healing in hiswings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. Andye
shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that | shall prepare, saith the L-rd of Hosts. Remember ye the law of Moses my
servant, which | commanded unto himin Horeb for all Israel, even statutes and
judgements. Behold, | will send you Elijah (Eliyahu) the prophet before the coming of
the great and dreadful day of the L-rd. And he shall turn the heart of the fathersto the
children and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest | come and smite the earth with
acurse. Malachi 3:1-6, 18-24
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Israel haslong ago been assured that Eliyahu would not come either on Sabbath eves or
on festival eves owing to the peopl€'s pre-occupation. Assuming that as Eliyahu would
not come the Messiah aso would not come, why should not (the drinking of wine) be
permitted on a Sabbath eve? Eliyahu would not, but the Messiah might come because the
moment the Messiah comes all will be anxious to serve Israel. Eruvin 43b

[1. Techias HaMaisim
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See now that I, even |, am he, and thereis no god with me; 1 kill, and | make alive; |
wound, and | heal; neither isthere any that can deliver out of my hand.  Deuteronomy
32:39
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Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing,
yethat dwell indust: for thy dew is asthe dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the
dead. Isaiah 26:19
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And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life,
and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall shine asthe
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for
ever and ever. Daniel 12:2,3

D.
SYHM I¥I PIR W 02D 0opY TR 0215 Y MR Xan 02w phn onb v Hraws B

JTIINT 1A DONNT NNN R MIRG K27 02D pYn on PRY IPXRY IRDNAY 0T nyn
DOW @ NI NUINA YR 1% P X2 79°0% 0°nmni nnna 985 XIT XIN AnY 70 9o ..
$% 19777730 .77 733D 7 77Apn W 1N



Series| 7 Lecture #16

All Israel have a portion in the world to come for it iswritten, "Thy people are all
righteous; they shall inherit the land forever; the branch of My planting, the work of My
hands, that | may be glorified." But the following have no portion therein: he who
maintains that resurrection is not biblical doctrine. And why such (severity)? A Tanna
taught: Since he denied the resurrection of the dead, therefore he shall not share in that
resurrection, for in all the measures (of punishment or reward) taken by the Holy One,
blessed be He, the Divine act befits the human deed. Sanhedrin 90a

V. Y emos HaMoshiach
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Rabbi Eliezer said: They are ornaments for him. It wastaught: Said they (the Sages) to
Rabbi Eliezer: Since they are ornaments for him, why should they cease in the days of the
Messiah? Because they will not be required, he answered, asit is said, Nation shall not
lift up sword against nation. Y et let them exist merely as ornaments? Said Abaye, It may
be compared to a candle at noon.

Now this disagrees with Shmuel. For Shmuel said, Thisworld differs from the
Messianic eraonly in repect to servitude of the exiled, for it is said, For the poor shall
never cease out of theland. Thissupports Rabbi Hiyya Bar Abba, who said, All the
prophets prophesied only for the Messianic age, but as for the world to come, the eye
hath not seen, O L-rd, beside thee (what He hath prepared for him that waiteth for Him).
Shabbos 63a
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Rabbi Chisda opposed (two verses). It iswritten, Then the moon shall be confounded,
and the sun ashamed. Whereasit iswritten:Moreover the light of the moon shall be as
the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of the seven
days. Thereisno difficulty: the former refersto the world to come, the latter to the days
of the Messiah. But according to Shmuel, who maintained, this world differs from the
Messianic age only in respect of the servitude to governments, what can be said? Both
refer to the world to come, yet there is no difficulty: one refers to the camp of the
righteous; the other, to the camp of the Shechinah. Pesachim 68a
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V. Olam Habah
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Rabbi Yaakov said: Thisworld islike alobby before the World to Come, prepare
yourself in the lobby so that you may enter the banquet hall. Avos 4:16
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Rabbi Kattina said: Six thousand years shall the world exist, and one thousand, the
seventh, it shall be desolate, asit iswritten, and the L-rd alone shall be exalted in that
day. Abaye said: It will be desolate two thousand, asitissaid, after two dayswill He
revive us; in the third day, He will raise us up, and we shall livein His sight.

It has been taught in accordance with Rabbi Kattina: just as the seventh year is one year
of releasein seven, so isthe world: one thousand years out of seven shall be fallow, asit
iswritten, and the L-rd alone shall be exalted in that day; and it isfurther said, ina
psalm and song for the Sabbath day, meaning the day that is altogether Sabbath and it is
also said, For athousand yearsin thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past.

The Tanna D'vei Eliyahu teaches: Theworld isto exist six thousand years. In the first
two thousand, there was desolation, two thousand years the Torah flourished; and the

next two thousand years is the Messianic era, but through our many iniquities all these
years have been lost. Sanhedrin 97a, b



