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LAG B'OMER
AND THE DEATH OF RABBI AKIVA'SDISCIPLES
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It is customary not to marry during the period between Passover and Shavuos until "Lag
B'Omer" (the thirty third day in the counting of the Omer, the eighteenth day of lyar)
because the disciples of Rabbi Akivadied during that period.  Shulchan Aruch Orach
Chaim 493:1
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Rav David Abudraham (p. 245) writes in the name of Even HaY archi (HaManhig Hil.
Erusin 106) in the name of Rav Zerachiah Hal evi and thisis also attested to in the
writings of Rabbi Y ehoshuaibn Shuiv, "I have heard that there is a Midrash [that states)]
that they died from Passover until "Pros HaAtzeres' (half of the thirty day period before
Shavuos) which is fifteen days before Shavuos. Bais Y osef Orach Chaim 493
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R. Akivawas a shepherd of Ben Kalba Savua. The latter's daughter, seeing how modest
and noble [the shepherd] was, said to him, ‘“Were | to be betrothed to you, would you go
away to [study at] an academy? ‘Yes', he replied. She was then secretly betrothed to him
and sent him away. When her father heard [what she had done] he drove her from his
house and forbade her by avow to have any benefit from his estate. [R. Akiva] departed.
and spent twelve years at the academy. When he returned home he brought with him
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twelve thousand disciples. [While in his home town] he heard an old man saying to her,
‘How long will you lead the life of aliving widowhood? ‘If he would listen to me,” she
replied. *he would spend [in study] another twelve years' . Said [R. Akiva]: ‘It isthen
with her consent that | am acting’, and he departed again and spent another twelve years
at the academy. When he finally returned, he brought with him  twenty-four thousand
disciples. Hiswife heard [of hisarrival] and went out to meet him. When her neighbours
said to her, ‘Borrow some respectable clothes and put them on’, she replied: A righteous
man regardeth the life of his beast. On approaching him she fell upon her face and kissed
his feet. His attendants were about to thrust her aside, when [R. Akiba] cried to them,
‘Leave her alone, mine and yours are hers' Kesubos 62b-63a
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It was said that R. Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of disciples, from Gabbathato
Antipatris; and all of them died at the same time because they did not treat each other
with respect. The world remained desolate until R. Akiva came to our Mastersin the
South and taught the Torah to them. These were R. Meir, R. Yehudah, R. Yosai, R.
Shimon and R. Elazar b. Shammua; and it was they who revived the Torah at that time. A
Tannataught: All of them died between Passover and Pentecost. R. Hamab. Abbaor, it
might be said, R. Hiyyab. Abin said: All of them died a cruel death. What wasit?-R.
Nahman replied: Croup. Yevamos 62b
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R. Y ochanan further stated: The hearts of the ancients were like the door of the Ulam, but
that of the last generations was like the door of the Heichal, (The door of the Ulam was
twenty cubits wide while that of the Heicha was only ten) but oursislike the eye of a
fine needle. R. Akivais classed among the ancients; R. Elazar b. Shammua among the
last generations. Eruvin 53a
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Rabbi Akiva [first] studied Torah at the age of forty, served the Sages for forty years and
looked after the needs of the Jewish people for forty years. Sifrel Devorim 357



